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A 


PARAPHRASE 

WITH 

NOTES Critical, Hiftorical, and Practical, 

ON THE 

Book of PSALMS. 


PSALM XXXIV. SECT. XXV. 


A religious thankful commemoration of peculiar 
favours and mercies. Earnefl perfuafives to 
the practice of piety and virtue , from this con - 
fideration that it fecures the divine regard and 
protection ; whereas the contrary incurs God's 
terrible difpleafire. An ode or hymn of David, 
on cccafion of his counterfeiting lunacy in the 
prefence of h Abimelech or Achifh king of Gath y 
and by that artifice probably efcaping the punifo¬ 
ment of a fpy . i Sam. xxi. io. 


P S A LM XXXI V. I. 

I Will blefs the 
Lord at all rimes: 
his pr life jhail con¬ 
tinually be in my 
mouth. 


Psalm xxxiv. i. 


A N efpecial occafion now Sect. 25. 

offers, and it always J 

gives me the fincereft plea- Ps . ALM 
lure, to declare an aftedtionate xxxu * 


h Abimelech, i. e. my father the ting, is fuppofed to have 
been the ilyle or common title of their kings, as Pharach 
and Ptolemy were of the Egyptian monarch^. 

Vo 1.. III. B regard 






A Paraphrase on tfi3 


Psalm 
xxxiv. i 


Sect. 25 regard and ready becoming 

gratitude to the divine Being: 
his didinguifhing favours, 
with the peculiar goodnefs 
and mercy which they mani- 
fed, fhall be honourably men¬ 
tioned, the deeped fenfe of 
them preferved and the mod 
lading memorials tranimitted. 

My thoughts fhall center 
on this good God, this pre- 
ferver of my life; I will glory 
and all my faculties be in 
tranfports to extol and adore 
him ; and truft every thing 
that concerns me in his 
faithful hands: the humble 
and afflifted from all quarters 
fhall readily congratulate my 
deliverance, and mod cor¬ 
dially join me in thankful 
acknowledgments. 

Come, my brave afiociates 
in adverfity, we have wept, 
kt us rejoice together; and 
do you chearfully unite with 
mine your highed and mod 
harmonious drains to cele¬ 
brate our common fupport 
and mod bountiful bene- 
fa&or : our fym pat hies are 
mod fcndble and lively, ia 
perfect concert and with a 
glorious unanimity let us 
aferibe to the Almighty all 
poflible praifes. 

Clouded 


2. My foul fhall 
make her boafl in 
the Lord : the hum¬ 
ble fhall hear thereof 
and be glad* 


3. O raagjiify the 
Lord with me, and 
let us exalt his name 
together. 



Bock Psalms. 



4. I fought the 
Lord, and he heard 
me, and delivered 
me from all my 
fears. 


5. r They looked 
unto him and weie 
lightened: and their 
faces were not aflia- 

W 

mcd. 


6 . This poor rpan 

cried, and the L oltD 
heard hi?n ; and faved 

him 


1 Clouded with difmal Sect. 2$. 
thoughts, andopprefied with 

1 0 x r rr 1. 1 PSAtM 

heavy cares, I fupplicated an vvv - . 

, r- r»- r i 1- . XXXIV. 4. 

Infinite Being to throw light 
on my counfels, and favour 
my juft defigns; and he in- 
Itantly anfwered and effec¬ 
tually helped me: difperfed 
my apprehenfive fears and 
brought me out of the great- 
eft dangers. 

So certain and withal ft >5 
fpeedy, to people feemingly 
at the laft extremity, ha£ 
fuccour frequently been fent, . 
that in the very a£t of raffing 
their thoughts and eyes to 
God they have been relieved; 
expecting his help has won¬ 
derfully affifted them ; and 
as the refult of their piety 
and virtue they have early 
experienced the molt agree¬ 
able difference in their diftref- 
fed countenances, the train of 
their mournful thoughts and 
the courfe of their perplexed 
affairs. 

And to fupport and cn -6 
courage themfelves in every 

B 2 future 


/ 


s 


« Th is pfalm being an alphabetical one, and each flanza 
confining of two verficul'i or linejs, Edwards thinks it very 
evident that one is wanting both in this anfi the next v.ef. 
However the fenfe feeins to be emnpleat,without any ad-, 
dition ; and to be plainly this, that the j humble looked to * 
David, and feeing how God had dealt with him, were re¬ 
vived and encouraged. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 25 future emergency, all upright 

men to the end of the world, 
6. ^ re &ly point at me as 
an inftance where integrity 
was notdeferted *, faying, this 
negledted, perfecuted,and ac¬ 
cording to human common 
e Hi mates, very defpicable 
worthlefs mortal offered up 
prayers with loud cries unto 
him that was able to fave, 
and he pitied his mifery, 
granted his requeft, and quick¬ 
ly redreffed all his grievances. 

7 They may always depend 
for help upon an Infinite 
God, for he hath appointed 
his angel or mefienger as a 
mighty prince, or experienced 
general with a formidable ar¬ 
my, to pitch his tents lb as to 
guard on every fide with an 
invifible heavenly hoft his 
faithful fervants; preferve 
them from dangers, and de¬ 
fend them from the attempts 
and defigns of their enemies. 

S Let this fink deep into 
every mind as a certain mod 
important maxim, efpecially 
let me invite and urge all 


men to make the experiment, 
that there Is no one good 
like God : happy beyond 
thought and expreflion is 
the patient and modeft, truly 

* pious 


him out of all hfc 
troubles. 


7. The angel of 
the Lord encam- 
peth round about 
them that fear him, 
and delivereth them. 


O talte and fee 
that the Lord is 
good ; blefled is the 
man that trufleth in 
him. 



Book of Psalms. ' 



9. O fear the 
Lord, ye his faints: 
for there is no want 
to them that fear 
him. 


pious arid virtuous, who fin- Sect. 25. 
cerely obeys and entirely 

ft* 1 • A SAL M 

reJies upon him. vv • * 

As an inltance of the*™ * * 
higheft prudence, and the 
ground of perfeft fecurity, 
you who profefs true religion, 
fear difpleafing God by pur- 
fuing wrong meafures, or 
difobey ing his righteous laws: 
for there is no want as to ne- 


cefiary fupport and all the 
moft valuable interefting 
blefiings, to thofe whofteadi- 
ly conform to thefe facred 
rules. 


10. The young N ot wit lift anding their 10 

lions do lack, and ftrength and fierceneis young 
fufFer J' un B^ r * lions are fometimes difap- 

Lord (hall not want pointed of their prey and for- 
any ^ good thing. ced to endure pining hunger ; 

arbitrary tyrannical and world¬ 
ly minded men, in like man¬ 
ner, who depend wholly up¬ 
on their fecular power, mul¬ 
titude of riches, and rapa- 
B 3 cious 


d Biftiop Hare and Edwards fuppofe, 3 lD bj to have 
crept into the text from the margin, where they were de¬ 
fined as a fupplement to the fenfe; for the metre, they 
take to be better, and the Hebrew more elegant without 
them. However there feems a beautiful contrail, [under- 
ftanding by lions, covetous and ambitious men] betwixt 
them and righteous ones, the former are often difappoinced • 
in the objects of their moft violent appetites ; whereas the 
latter or religious virtuous men are unexpectedly prefervcd r 
and certain to obtain the nobleft good on which their de- 
fires are fixed. 




A Paraphrase on the 


S^ect. 25. cious avarice have been re- 

duced -to the utmoft diftrefs 

xwiv^io. an ^ indigence j and can neither 

be fatisfied with nor fecure 
of the uncertain tantalizing 
objc&s of their miftaken con¬ 
fidence: but they who employ 
their thoughts upon the great- 
nefs of God’s power and 
goodnefs, and in their lives 
obey his commandments, 
may leave their moderate im 
duftry and honeft defigns to 
his care and management, 
* fully afiured that they fhall 
never be abandoned by pro¬ 
vidence ; nor left deftitute of 
what is necefiary and truly 
good for them. 

11 Upon this fubjeft, which 
is doubtlefs the foundation 
of all good and happinefs, 
that you may not be in any 
refpedc miftaken, my dear 
children, allow me to be your 
inftrudtor and moft friendly 
monitor: give me only your 
attention and I will clearly 
ddcribe to you the nature 
and properties with the effeds 
and confequences of religious 
virtue; or ftrongly point out 
for you the glorious way to 
obtain the choiceft favours 
and folid lafting bleffednefs. 


11. Come ve chil- 
dren, hearken unto 
me ■ I will reach you 
the fear of the Lord. 


What- 



Book of Psalms. 
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12. What man is 
le that defireth life, 
and c loveth many 
days, that he may 
fee good l 


Whatever man, for it Sect. 2$. 
equally concerns the whole 
human fpecies, is defirous 
truly to live and enjoy his 
exiftence in the greateft per¬ 
fection ; likewife, would wil¬ 
lingly prolong his days to the 
utmoft extent of a temporary 
being, and convert his allot¬ 
ment of earthly good to his 
greateff advantage and fatis- 
faCtion •, if his mind be only 
teachable, and his ignorance 
and error not grown old and 


13. Keep thy 
tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from 
ipeakiag guile* 


14. Depart from 
evil, and do good; 
feek peace, and pur- 
fue it. 


obftinate I will prefcribe to 
him. 

The firftlefibn I fhall mod 1 3 
affectionately inculcate, is the 
exaCteft prudence in fpeaking, 
or the moft perfeCt govern¬ 
ment of the tongue *, to guard 
it againft all profanenefs to 
the difhonour of the Infinite' 
Creator $ and all fallehood, 
prevarication, flattery and 
calumny to the prejudice of 
your fellow creatures. 

Mark, to avoid with the 14 
utmoft circumfpeCtion and 
Hand clear of all immoral 
vicious or mifchievous difpo- 
fltions and actions; and as 

B 4 you 


e Literally, as Mudge obferves, lo*vctb days to fee good; 
that is, that loveth a long life in order to fee good, the 
good of this world. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 25. you have ability and opportu- 
\ ~ f nity promote virtue and com- 

I SAL M _ 1 ■ *— 

xxxiv. 14. mu mcate {pappinrfs: more^ 

over, endeavour by a carriage 

tending that way to conciliate 
and maintain peace with all 
men *, be induftrious and ex*- 
tremely folicitous to preferve 
and fecure the invaluable 
biefling. 

Neither doubt of a per- 
fonal intereft in and abundant 
recompence for fuch temper 
and conduct; the favourable 
regard of heaven and provi¬ 
dence are certainly deter¬ 
mined to the man of probity 
and benevolence; and when 
he prays under afflidtion or 
in adverlity, he may depend 
upon the moft Ipeedy and 
effectual anfwer. 

16 On the other hand, his 
menacing countenance and 
' moft fierce indignant looks 

are very juftly directed a- 
gainft the enemies of man¬ 
kind, and fomenters oi dif- 
fenfion animofity and mifery; 
to extirpate all memorials 
and remains of them from 

the 


t 5. The eyes of 
the Lord are upon 
the righteous, and 
his ears are open unto 
their cry. 


16. f The face of 
the Lord is againll 
them that do evil, 
to cut off the remem¬ 
brance of them from 
the earth. 


f 13 D faces, feems very properly rendered by Maimom- 
des, anger or indignation. More Ne-cocb. Par. 1. C. xxxvii. 
See 1 Sam. i. 18. as the paflion of anger commonly firil 
difeovers itfelf in the countenance. This verfe is proposed 
to be read in a parenthiT:s that the next may come in with 
propriety. 



Book of Psalms* 



17. 'The righteous 
cry, and the Lord 
heareth, and deliver- 
eth them out of all 
their troubles, 


the earth, and configri their Sect. 25. 


infamous names to ever- 
lafting oblivion. 

.The good and merciful 
may for a feafon endure hard 



Psalm - 


xmv. 16. 



things from prevailing ini-r 
quity, but. they ihould not 


on that account be weary or 
faint in their minds; for it is 


experienced and undoubted, 
that as certainly as they cry 
to the Lord, fo certainly 
does he hear, will he deliver. 


1 S. The Lord is 
nigh unto them that 
are of *a broken 
heart: and fa vet h 
fuch as be of a con¬ 
trite fpirir. 


and in due time provide them 
with a peaceful harbour and 
perfeft tranquillity. 

Neither ought they to com 18 
elude from the weight of 
their calamities or the power 
of their oppreflors that relief 
is at a diftance: the peculiar 
prefence of the Almighty 
and fovereign relief, are ap¬ 
proaching and exceeding near 
thofe whofe fpirits are broken 
and humbled with the burden 


of grievous diftrefies: thofe 
afflictions which have yielded 
the peaceable fruits of con¬ 
trition meeknefs and righ- 
teoufnefs, beyond all queftion 
are fhortly to be fucceeded 
with a temporal deliverance 
or rewarded with eternal 


loving kindnefs. 


In 



to A Paraphrase on the 


S*ct. 25. In the mean time, the af- 
^ flittive circumftances of a 

PC’ALM 1 • 1 • 

x**iv. 19. tru *y g ood an d virtuous man 

to cxencife and perfect 1 his 
own integrity, or hold forth 
an illuftrious example of felf- 
denial and patience to the 
reft of. the world,, may be 
greatly diverfified and full 
of perplexiry and mifery ; at 
length however the thickeft 
clouds difperfe, he is made 
to furvive all, and the Lor d 
reftores his peace and: prof- 
perity. 

fo Notwithstanding all the 
ftorms he has met with and 
dangers to which he has been 
expofed, in the end it ftiall 
appear that he has been 
fignally protefted ; and fo 
wonderfully preferved* that 
his whole body k fafe, no 
bone fraftured, not a Angle 
organ or inftrument of the 
whole machine loft or ren¬ 
dered ufelefs. 

2\ Asto the wicked and defign- 
ing man, who hath contrived 

and 


19. Many are the 
affiidiions of the righ¬ 
teous; but the Lord 
dclivereth him out 
of them all. 


20. He keepeth 
all his bones -* not 
one of them is 
broken. 


21. £ Evil fhall 
flay the wicked : and 
they that hate the 

righ- 

O 


K The difference of the divine ceconomy with rcfpe<ft 
to good and bad men, here is remarkably fignified, the 
former are frequently exercifed and tried with afflictions, 
but when they befal the wicked they fhall utterly ruin 
him ? This and many other pafTages naturally lead the at¬ 
tentive reader to conclude, the Ancients believed and very 
frequently referred in their difeourfes to the rewards and 

punifh- 



Book of Psalms. 



righteous /hall be 
dc folate. 


22. The Lord 
redeemcth the loul 
of his fervnnts: and 
none of them that 
trull m him Hi all be 
delolate.. 


and endeavoured the ruin of Sect. 25. 
others, one milchtef and ca- 
1 amity or other which belals S -* L ™ 
him lhall prove fatal: and 
they that harbour evil defigns 
againft, opprefsand perfecute 
the innocent peaceable and 
benevolent lhall be remark¬ 
ably punilhed univerfally de¬ 
ferred and come to no¬ 
thing. 

The perfections of an im- 22 
mutably juft and good -God, 
are lull fecurity to his up¬ 
right and faithful fervants for 
their prelervation well being 
and happinefs ; neither lhall 
any that believe his pro- 
mi les and obey his ftatutes 
be always wretched or fi- 
nally abandoned and utterly 
perifli. 


puni foments of a life to come. Aben Ezra interpreteth one 
utfuSlion kilUth the wicked, when God delivereth the righteous 
cut of many. 


PSALM 



A Paraphrase on the 


it 

* PSALM XXXV. SECT. XXVI. 

An invocation of or obteftation made to a mojl righ¬ 
teous God for juftice againjl inveterate enemies. 
Their character and behaviour defcribed. Their 
caufelefs hatred. Their falfe accufations. Their 
bafe ingratitude. His own quite different con - 
duff and mojl tender condolence for them in af¬ 
fliction. Their unworthy returns and favage 
cruelty. He engages in the beft manner poffiblc 
■' to exprefs his thankfulnefs to be delivered from 
\ their perfecution y and fee them brought to con - 
fufion. He prays for his partifans and honejl 
fiaunch abetters. An ode or hymn of David, 
as is prefumedy when he was violently perfecuted 
by Saul, and falfely accufed by Doeg. 


Psalm xxxv. i . 


Psalm xxxv. i . 


Sect. 26. 



Psalm 
xxxv. 1. 



I Am moft iniquitoufly 
treated and falfely accufed, 
efpoufe my caufe, O thou 
God of truth and fountain of 
equity, againit mine adver- 
faries: enter the lifts, invin¬ 
cible Jehovah, to defend 
me in oppofition to thofe who 
are accomplifhing by force 
of arms what they begun by 
vile arts and malicious ca¬ 
lumnies. 

As a mighty and valiant 
fecond in war, takes up the 
firft arms, fhield and buckler 
that come in his way, in- 
ftantly to fuccour his friend 

over- 


P LEAD my caufe , 
O Lord, with 
them that ftrive with 
me: fight againft 
them that fight a- 
gainft me. 


2. Take hold of 
fhield and buckler, 
and ftand up for 
mine help. 




Sock 


3. h Draw out 
alfo the fpear, and 
(lop the way again(l 
them that perfecute 
me: fay unto my 
foul, I am thy fal- 
vation. 


cf Psalms. 


*3 



overpowered with numbers Sect. 26. 
and in imminent danger; fo 
do thou exert thy power in 
my favour, fupporr me by 
thy prefence, and proteft me, 
unequal of myfelf for the 
conteft, by thy providence. 

Not only defenfive but 3 
offenfive ones do thou im- 
mediately apply, and draw 
out the glittering (pear or 
flaming fword to obftruft 
their rapid carreer, and damp 
their violent progrefs, who in 
their reftlefs malice thus 
eagerly and cruelly perfue 
me: declare concerning my 
life which is plainly threate¬ 
ned, I the Lord of hofts 
will hedge up their way with 

thorns. 


h The moll probable rendering feems to be, draw forth 
the lance and fliort fword, feimitar or fagaris like the Per- 
fan acinaces, to meet my perfecutors. 

The following lines may ferve to illuftrate this paflage. 

When force invades the gift of nature life 
The eldell law of nature bids defend: 

And if in that defence, a tyrant fall 
His death's his crime not ours. 

Self-prefervation’s heaven’s cldeft law, 

Impreft upon our natures with our life, 

In characters indelible. Who Shrinks 
From this great caufe is wanting to his reafon j 
But when our honour is traduc’d and ltab'd at 
'Tis virtue, ’tis heroick fortitude 
Then to encounter violence with force. 

A 



H 

S*ct 2 6 . thorns. 


A Par aphrai on the 
and undertake for 



Psalm 


xxxv.3,4. 


thy prefervation. 

Then they certainly (hall 
as I cannot but wdh and pray 
mod heartily that they may, 
be difappointed and fhame- 
fully routed who thus horrid¬ 
ly aim to take my life: may 

their counfels be infatuated* 
their views defeated and the 
lit moll terror and confufton 


4. Let them be 
confounded and put 
to Iharoe that feck 
after my foul: let 
them be turned back 
and brought to con- 
fufion that devife my 
hurt. 


feize their minds, who have 
formed again ft me thefe de- 
tefted fchemes of mifehief 
and deftrtifUon. 

Let them retreat and be 
difperfed with the greareft 
precipitation and diforder; 
AS empty light chaff is driven 
and fcattered before the migh¬ 
ty wind or raging tempeft: 
and as if a meflenger from 
on high, or avenging deftroy- 
ing angel was executing his 
dreadful office in their utter 
fubverfion or total overthrow, 
let the victory be improved 

and 


5 Let them be 
as chaff before the 
wind: and let the 
’ angel of the Lord 
chafe them. 


* Angel of the Lord, Mudge interprets a very violent wind: 
he maketh his angels winds, tec. Are not thefe words of 
David to a contrary purpofe exaflly like thofe of Jacob , 
which he ufed in his form of bcncdiCtion* upon the Tons of 
Jofeph , Gen. xlviii. 16 . *The angel which redeemed me from 
all evil blefs the lads. And as the latter fignifies no more 
than a define that his children might enjoy the angelical 
protection by the fpecial favour of God to them, fo thole 
of the pfalmid the reverfe hereof. See Lew. IJeb. Jut, 

Vol. Ill- p 16, 



Book of Psalms 


6. Let their way 
be dark and flippe- 
ry, and let the angel 
of the Lord per- 
fecute them. 


7. For without 
caafe have they hid 
for me their b net in 
a pit, njubicb without 
qaufe they have dig¬ 
ged for my foul. 




AIM 


and the hot purfuit put it out Se 
of their power ever to rally 
or make head again. xx ^ 

Let all difficulties and ob- 6 
flxuCtions of oblcuredarknefe 
and flippery roads increafe 
the dangers of their hafty 
flight,and prevent theirefcape 
from their quick purfuers 5 
as a winged vindictive angel, 
let the enemy prefs hard up¬ 
on them, giving them mor¬ 
tal wounds or hurrying them 

into unavoidable fatal fnares. 

% 

For without any wrong 7 
done, or the leaft intended 
offence given on my part, 
from meer unprovoked ma¬ 
lice they have formed and 
are carrying into execution 
the moft treacherous and per¬ 
nicious defigns againft me: 
as nets are concealed or pits 
digged to catch wild beafts, 
fo artful and induftrious are 
they, I repeat it, without any 
reaibnable grounds to'take 

and effect my 

When 


me by ftirpri 
utter ruin. 


} The latin r#e feems borrowed from and tf)$ 

whole paflage as Hammoxd obferves to denote the manner 
of toils among the Jews ; viz. digging a bole , and fight 
fevering it over, and hiding it, and fetcing a fiuire in it* 
that they that [not feeing] preit the clod, apd fell therein, 
might be caught, and held from getting out again. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 26. When he knoweth not, 

nor is at all apprized of it, 

xxxv. L S. ^ et ru ^ n ant * deftru&ion fall 

upon the inhuman wicked 

author of this mifchief-, in 
that very fnare he hath laid 
for me let him be taken: and 
be involved in thofe calami¬ 
ties and miferies and extir¬ 
pated by them which he un- 
weariedly laboured to heap 
upon his innocent neighbour. 

9 And as I am very fenfible 
I muft be indebted to a mod 
juft and good God for fo 
fignal a mercy, I will be fin- 
cerely thankful for it: in as 
much as fuch a deliverance 
feems expedient indeed abfo- 
lutely neceflary for my own 
fafety and to bring about the 
defigns of providence, I fhall 
moft heartily rejoice in it as 
the Lord’s doing, and as an 
event wonderfully propitious 
to my affairs. 

10 Every individual member 
and organ of my whole bodily 

frame 


8 . ■ Let dertruc- 
tion come upon him 
at unawares, and let 
his net that he hath 
hid catch himfelf: 
into that very de- 
ftrudlionlethim fall. 


q. And mv foul 
fhall be joyful in 
the Lord: it fhall 
rejoice in his Lai- 
vation. 


10 m All my 
bones fhall fay, 
Lord, who is like 

unto 


1 Mudge renders, Let the pit he mindeth not come in his 
ay ; and his net which he hath hid catch himfelf: into the 
very fame pit let him fall. At unawares* literally when he 
Xnoweth not. 

m Some render all the vigour and flrength that is in me 
ihall be fpent in celebrating thy praifes; others, though T 
have nothing left but fkin and bone I will nc‘ be wanting 
in this refpccL 
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unto ilicc, which 
t!elivere/l the poor 
from him that is too 
llrong; for him, yea 
tlu* poor and the 
needy, from him that 
ipoileth him. 


11 .Falfe witnefles 
did rile up : »' they 
1 aid to my charge 
thine s that I knew 

O 

not. 



Psalm 
xxxv. 10 


frame, which has been affec- Sect. 26 
ted, and all matters which 
concern me embarraffed, will 
take a different afpeft, and 
may properly in acknowledg¬ 
ments of gratitude declare, 

O Almighty mod righ¬ 
teous and gracious God and 
J-ather* who in heaven or 
earth refembles or can be 
compared to thee, who in thy 
inexpreffible and unparallel¬ 
led kindnefs and companion 
worked out deliverance for the 
deditute and didreffed, from 
adversaries he can neither 
efcape nor cope with: yea, 
which is not the manner of 
men, the indigent friendlefs 
and greatly injured thou 
rcfcuelt from his powerful 
antagonid and proud op- 
preffor. 

Among other indances of n 
vile iniquity, wretches have 
been Suborned, or rifen up on 
their own accord, to give pub- 
lick tedimony to the wicked- 
edfalfehoods; and I have been 
taxed, and fubtly interro¬ 
gated in order to make me 
accufe myfelf of crimes I am 
not confcious of, nor that ever 
entered into my thoughts. 


n They laid, &c. Heh. they ajkcd me y a^id would have 
niadt; me mine owft accufer. 


VoL. 111 . 


c 


And 
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And to aggravate further 
their ill ufage, it is marked 
with a moft perfidious and 
deteftible ingratitude: to that 
degree that thofe who are 
under peculiar obligations, 
not only return mifchiefs and; 
injuries for them, but attempt 
to embitter and even deprive 
me of my life. 

On my part, notwith- 
ftanding their malignity, 
when they lay under afflic¬ 
tion I was truly concerned for 
them, and gave all the tokens 
of a difconfolate mourning; 
not only refrained all plea- 
furable fcenes, and gaiety of 
apparel, but my ufual cloath- 
ing and ordinary food ; moll 
humbly and ardently to im¬ 
plore their recovery: thefe 
moft exprefiive a£ts of meek- 
nefs and charity had no effedl 
upon their evil tempers and 
perverfe difpofitions, to cure 

their 


12. They reward* 
ed me evil for good, 
to the 0 fpoiling ofc 
my louL 


1 3. But as forme, 
\v hen they were lick, 
my cloathing was 
fackcloth: I hum¬ 
bled my foul with 
fafiing, and P my 
prayer returned into 
mine own bofom^ 


0 Mudge renders extirpation , abortion, bereavement to 
my foul; that is, that I may be bereft of my foul as a 
woman of an abortive child ; it May flip from me. It is 
applied to a tree that cafteth its fruit before it is ripe, a 
land that is barren or a country ftripped of its inhabitants. 

P Mudge renders, my prayer refed or fettled in my bofom, 
I was never without a prayer for them in my breaft. For, 
he adds it would be odd to talk of a prayer’s returning, 
without- having mentioned any prayer at all. Sc!: midi us, 
he prayed fo ardently that the tears of him praying fell 
upon or dropt into his bolora, 
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i,j. r behaved my 

fell as though he had 
hen: my friend or 
brother: I bowed 
down heavily, or as 
one that ( i mourneth 
for his mother. 


ij. But in mine 
adverfity they re¬ 
joiced, and gathered 

ihem- 


their obdinacy or in the lead Sect. 26. 
abate their hatred: at the 
fame time I thought them my 
duty, what humanity dila¬ 
ted, and dill continued to 
pray often and mod 'fervently 
for them. 

When it was fignified, that T 4 
one of them, who never re¬ 
turned fuch kindnefs, was 
any way affli&ed or didreffed, 

I mod cordially fympathized: 
and in all refpetls behaved my- 
felf as if he had been my par¬ 
ticular friend or near relation: 
my ftooping gate and down- 
cad looks {hewed, that I la¬ 
mented like a mod affectio¬ 
nate mother, for the tender 
life of her beloved off-fpring. 

On the contrary, when any i $ 
misfortune or calamity befel 
C 2 me 


n Heh. a mourning mother , which indeed is the fitted in- 
flnnce of a paflionatc for row : and fo the Je*wiJb Arab. 
renders, kludge remarks, theft* two verfes exprefs in the 
Jli ongeit image?, the infuhs of his enemies; when he halted 
from weak tie fs, they gathered about him, and mocked 
him with amimickhalting : [for C303 properly fignifies peo¬ 
ple iveah in their ItgSy and confequently limping and crouch¬ 
ing] they would come behind him and rend his garment, 
for I think, fays he, never fignifies any thing elfe : 

they would grin their teeth at him amidll the loofeft, 
moll abandoned, profligate f for there is not a worfe word 
than f r- 3 n] buffoons by profelhon, buffoons by buffoonry: 

for fo he underllands with the LXX. quafi> the 

b abfurbed in the y, as in np?« 



20 A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 26. me they openly rejoiced, never 

diffembled the pleafure it 

iSALM 14 1 • w * 

xxxv. 14. £ ave him; and immediately 

aflcmbled to avail themfelves 
of the fad circumftance to my 
further difadvantage: yea, the 
moft worthlefs obfeure vrl- 
Jains, Vulgar infamous crea¬ 
tures, never of my acquaint¬ 
ance nor even known to me, 
unanimoufly aflembled tocon- 
fpire my hurt: they charged 
me with crimes 1 was not 
confcious of, and rook my cir- 
cumftances and aftions by the 
worft handle; never ceafing 
moft barbaroufly to rend my 
reputation with reproaches 
and (landers. 

16 At their entertainments 
and feftivals, by means of 
pantomimes buffoons or fy- 
cophants, they had me per- 
fonated in diftorted geftures 
and deformed motions to 

throw 


themfelves together: 
yea , the r abjetft* 
gathered themfelves 
together again!! me, 
and I knew it not; 
they did rear me, and 
ccafcd cot. 


16. With 5 hypo¬ 
critical mockers in 
feafls: they gnafhed 
upon me with their 
teeth. 


r Abjefls, the /miters at tlh the tongue as Ainfixorth from 
HtU to beat , or as Schultens, ‘villains, infamous men , shipped 
cut of the earth . 

* Rah. Sal. mentions vain proud perfons that were fo 
fond of flattery as to hire people for this purpofc, and give 
them cakes baked with honey, that they might have their 
full of the- poifon. Hamsnond renders, trencher friends, 
mockers for a cake , or jefers and fcoffers for a meal's meat 
as their reward from to bake : and derives our Engliih 
word knave from fmu la tores men that all parts, or 
perforate, nvhifperers, backbiters, or as Pcccck from the gratis 
per-verfe crooked mockers . See Prov. xxviii.z 1 . 
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17. Lord, how 
Jong wile thou look 

O 

on? refeue my foul 
from their deflruc- 
tions, my 1 darling 
from the lion. 


18. I will give 
ihee thanks in the 
great congregation: 
I will praife thee 
-among much people. 


19. Let not them 
that are mine ene¬ 
mies wrongfully re- 
joy ce over me: nei¬ 
ther 


throw upon me the utmoft Sect. 26. 
contempt and abhorrence : 
upon every odious reprefen- xxxv ^ 
ration or additional feoff, in 
the higheft degree of in¬ 
dignation they grated or 
grinded their.teeth.as if ready 
to devour me. 

O all knowing and mod 17 
juft God, how long wilt 
thou be a fpe&ator of thele 
fcenes and indignities, and 
yet connive at or fuffer them ? 
fee my life free from that de- 
ftrudtion which they have pre¬ 
pared for it, this one life of 
mine from the jaws of favages. 

I will acknowledge the 13 
ineftimable favour, by the 
moft publick folemn thankf- 
givings, in prefence of the 
great aflembly, when from 
every quarter they are met 
for religious worfhip at Jeru - 
falem : in facred hymns com- 
pofed on purpofe l will cele¬ 
brate thy goodnefs and faith- 
fulnefs in the midft of the 
Jargeft concourfes of people. 

Let not, I befeech thee, 19 
thofe wicked men who are 
without any real demerit or 

C 3 provo- 


x As in Pfal. xxii. 20. Scbmidius and kludge render, 

my darlings my poor f(/!itary % unlearn foliiarium anima»u 
rr,ca m. 
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s ect. 26. provocation become mine 

enemies and perfecntors, pre- 

vxxv^o vail agaioft and triumph over 

me: neither allow them v/ith 
impunity to give figns of 
contempt and infult, in order 
to bring me under a general 
odium, who have conceived 
groundlefs prejudices and a 
moft unreafonable caufclefs 
hatred. 

20 For they do not give fa¬ 
vourable and candid repre- 
fentations of matters, there is 
not a tendency in their dif- 
courfe and reports to the 
peace and fafety of harmlefs 
undefigningpeople: but they 
invent and contrive to en¬ 
tangle and deftroy thofe who 
defire to lead peaceable and 
fober lives in all godlinefs 
and honefty. 

si Indeed they have not dealt 
only in furmifes and fecret 
calumnies, they have openly 

avowed 


ther let them 0 wink 
with the eye, that 
hate me without a 
caufe. 


20 For they fpcak 
not peace, but they 
devife deceitful mat¬ 
ters ain 11 then that 

O 

are quiet in the land. 


21. Yea, they 
opened their mouth 
wide again'l me, 
laid, " Aha, aha, our 
eye hath i'een it. 


u Wink with the eye, probably make figns to one another 
to feizc him, or to intimate, “ now we are lure of him, 
<c ’tis impoliible he fhould efcape us.” However, the moft 
ufual fcnlb of the expreflion is giving tokens of wily craft 
ai?d artful fubtle defign or guile, in oppofnion to finiplicity 
open plainncfs and fmcerity. 

w nsn Madge obferves is an intcrjc« 51 ion of iff tit, upon 
feeing the milery of an enemy ; for which reafon he turns 
the next thus, our eye feeifis its fight , ns it would be with the 
conftrutlion of a 2 after it. But fome underhand this of 
one foul fan or other whereof they acculbd David, and of 
which they declared thcmlclvcs cyc-winirfi'a. 



» 
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22. 7 % thou haft 
* Teen, O Lord, 
■ keep not filencc: O 
Lord, be not far 
from me. 


23. Stir up thy 
fell, ;nul a\v;ikc to 
my judgment, even 
unto my caufe, iny 
God and my Lord. 


24. Judge me, O 
Lord my God, ac¬ 
cording to thy righ- 
teoufnefs, and let 
thenuiot rejoice over 
me. 


avowed a diabolical enmity, Sect. 26 
and ftretching their throats 
to the utmoft have faid, he xx ^”,. 
is ferved right, it is well 
done, fie even fie upon him; 

for to our own certain know- 

# 

ledge he is the wickedeft of 
men, and now he fhall moft 


juftly and fully be punifhed 
for it. 

Moft juft and true God, 22 
thou haft feen their iniquity, 
and knoweft my innocence; 
do thou caufe that the truth 
be brought to light: O thou 
moft equal and powerful 
avenger, do thou appear to 
vindicate and fave me fpeedi- 
ly before I fall a facrifice. 

Be not as/if thou fleepeft 23 
in ina&ivity, or couldft pof- 
fibly be indolent or uncon¬ 
cerned in the cafe; rouze to 
judge and a£t vigoroufiy on 
my fide, O moft powerful and 
moft merciful Lord God. 

Pronounce fentence and 24 
execute it, great and good 
God, according to thy own 
laws of equity unchanging, 
truth and everlafting righ- 

c 4 teoufnefs.; 


* Th is expreffion follows with a peculiar elegance, the 
enemy had faid, our eye bath feen % and begins, thou haft 
feen y anfwcring to the former j they have opened their mouths 9 
keep not ihou ft lone . 
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Sect. 26. teoufnefs; and let them not 

in defiance of all juft rules 

xxxv. 24 . trample upon, and finally 

triumph over me. 

25 Let them not from the 
fuccefs of their wicked and 
pernicious defigns, have oc- 
cafion to congratulate and 
applaud themfelves, and fay 
in their exulting pride, excel¬ 
lent! To a tittle as we de- 
fired: let them not be able 
to fay in the utmoft arrogance 
and felf-fufficiency, we have 
overpowered him at laft, and 
accomplifhcd all our wifties 
in his entire deftrndion. 

26 Fruflrate their hopes, and 
throw confufion on their mea- 
fures, one and all of them, who 
are of fuch inhuman cruel 
tempers as to be delighted 
in my wrongs and misfor¬ 
tunes: let them be covered 
with and buried in ignominy, 
difgrace, and inextricable end- 
lefs confufion that would raife 
themfelves upon and glory in 


my rum. 

2- On the other hand, by ex¬ 
tricating me from thefe diffi- 
culties and reftoring my tran¬ 
quillity, do thou fill their 
hearts with joy and their 
mouths with fongs of praife, 
who generoufiy efpoufe my 

intereft. 


25. Let them rot 
fay in their hearts. 
Ah, fo would we 
have it: let them 
not lav, we have 

4 w 

fwallowed him up. 


z'V Letthem be a- 
fliair.cd and brought 
to confufion tojre- 

o 

ther, that rejoice at 
mine hurt: let them 
be doathed with 
fhame and difho- 
nour, that magni¬ 
fy ticrrjch'cs againll 
me. 


27. Letthemfhout 
for joy, and be glad 
that favour my righ¬ 
teous caufe: yea, let 
them fay continual¬ 
ly, Jet the Lor d 
be magnified, which 
hath pleafurc in the 
profperity Gt his fer- 
vant. 
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28 And my tongue 
frail {peak of thy 
li^hteoulnefs, and of 
tiiv r railc.il! the day 

long. 


intereft, and are {launch ad-S ect. ?$. 

vocates ot my 
give them pi 
ways to fay, 

potence and Benevolence of 
a faithful God be exalted in 
the higheft {trains, who tho* 
he may fufler him who is 
devoted to his fear and obe¬ 
dience to be in heavinefs for 
a feafon, hath neverthelefs a 
peculiar regard for him ; and 
in due time will, as what is 
moft acceptable to him, bring 
about his deliverance and 
eftablifh his profperity. 

My duty and higheft plea- 28 
fure it will be, as a tribute of 
gratitude, to meditate, de¬ 
clare, and continually dwell 
on thy equity and boundlefs 
mercy in fo diftinguifhing a 
favour. 


Psalm 


moftjuft caufe: 
:afing room al- xxxir- 
let the Omni- 


\ 
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PSALM XXXVL SECT. XXVII. 


*Ihe principles and character of a wicked man and 
ungodly hypocrite . Hhe perfection and provi¬ 
dence of God . rfhe advantages of true religion . 
The fatal confequences of iniquity . Suppofed to 
refer to the beginning of Saul’j jealoufy and per¬ 
fection, An ode or hymn of David, the fer- 
vant of the Lord y directed to be perjormed by 
the principal mufician . 


Psalm xxxvi. i. 

Sect. 27. rir^H E more I confider 

J J. it, the more fully fatis- 
S yi L r fed lam, and in the bottom 
of my heart believe; that a 
wicked man's defection from 
virtue, and prevarication with 
God’s righteous laws, afford 
the moli pofitive affu ranee, 
even oracular decifive proof; 
that whatever pretences he 
makes, he is not under the 
influence of religious prin¬ 
ciples, nor does any thing 
facred reftrain him from the 
greateft abominations. 

For 


Psalm xxxvi, i. 


T HE tranfgref- 
fion of the 
wicked y faith within 
my heart, that there 
is no fear of God 
before bis eyes. 


7 Mudge, remarks ON 3 is well known to be never ufed, 
but in the fenfe of a divine infpiration or oracle: and ren¬ 
ders the wicked man hath an oracle of rebellion within his 
heart: the wicked man has no regard to the oracles of God ; 
* he has cne of his own heart [13 1 ? with the Seventy] vvhicil 
diftates nothing but rebellion. There feems to'be a peculiar 
poetick beauty in the original,and wickednefs introduced as 
a perfon fpeaking, as fome interpret it — his vile actions de¬ 
clare that in the eye of God he hath no religion at all. 
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2 For he flatte- 

reth himfclf in his 

own eyes, until his 

L iniquity be found 

to be hateful. 

\ * 


3. The words of 
his mouth arc ini¬ 
quity and deceit: he 
hath left oft* to be 
wife, and to do good. 


For fo long as he a&eth, Sect. 27. 
and is determined he will r-cl: ^— s-** 

• . 1 • • 1 1 1 1 a a L M 

in this immoral -and aban- „ 

... >vaXV1, Z« 

doned manner, he contrives 
a thoufand little arts and 
deceits to footh his ovvrt guilty 
mind, and make vice fit eafy 
upon it; never confidcrs what 
religion and integrity would 
dictate; till he hath arrived 
to fuch a degree of hardened 
and impenitent wickednefs, 
that he either throws of all 
difguifes and avows iniquity; 
or they are univerfally feen 
through, and it appears in fo 
ftrong a point of view as to 
frock all mankind. 

His expreffions and decla- 3 
rations however fmooth and 
oily are full of treachery and 
hypocrify : he hath not only 
entirely ceafed from doing or 
intending any thing which 

man-ifefts 


* Madge obferves the latter claufe of this verfe is expref- 
fed harfhly at beft, but he thinks will tolerably bear this 
tranflation. His iniquity muft be found out , is a conftruc- 
tion of the fame kind with Pfal. xxxii. 9. His cheek muft 
be preffed, &c. his cheek is made to prefs ; fo here his iniqui¬ 
ty is made to find out in order to hate. The meaning feems 
to be, to his own thinking he hath fmoothed poll Hied or 
made his fin appear fair andglofiy, as if there was nothing 
coarfe and rough in it before God, when as the LXX. has 
it, his fin is ready to be found out, i e. when God is ready 
to find out and bate and punifb his iniquity. 

Fenwick renders, be fmooths or flatters bimftlf it: his own 
o’f s too much to fee his fin fo as to hate it. 
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Sect. 27. manifefts wifdom or good- 

nefs but he has no inclination 
to be acquainted with, or to 

xxxvi. 3. , , 1 7 

know them. 

4 In the moft fedate and de¬ 
liberate manner on his bed, 
he contrives how to execute 
firhemes of mifehief; 5 tis not 
accidentally, by hidden in- 
curfion, or violent temptation 
that he does it, but he moft 
refolutely defigns and uni¬ 
formly aims at that which 
cannot according to its na¬ 
tural tendency be productive 
of any good or happinefs; he 
feels not remorfe for, nor has 
in a juft abhorrence what is 
evil injurious and pernicious. 

Neverthelefs, thou who 
haft made this perverted crea¬ 
ture, and all mankind, art 
totally the reverfe of thefe 
qualities, and my only re¬ 
source from the dire eft'eCt of 
them : fuffer me to turn from 
thefe difagreeable icenes ow¬ 
ing to degenerate men, and 
contemplate, O eternal Deity, 
thy wonderful goodnefs cle¬ 
mency and mercy, which ex¬ 
tend to the utmoft elevation 
of thine exalted heavens: and 
thy truth and faithfulnefs 
which diffufe themfelves unto 
the clouds; which are in¬ 
variable and unbounded. 

Thy 


5 


4. He devi r eth 
mifehief upon his 
bed, he fettech him- 
felf in a way that is 
not good,he abhor- 
reth not evil. 


5 Thy mercy. O 
Lord, is in the 
heavens: and thy 
faithfulnefs ; eackttv 
unto the clouds. 
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Thy juftice and equity Sect. 27 
which are likewife certain, 
eftablifhed, and confpicuous xxxvi & 
as the higheft mountains •> 
thy ways of proceeding with 
men, and governing the ac¬ 
countable moral world, with 
the future judgment thou haft 
referved them for, which areas 
unfathomable as the deepeft 
part of the profound ocean : 

O thou all-powerful and moft 
bountiful God, thy Omni¬ 
potence conftantly fupports, 
and thy providence liberally 
fupplies both man and bead. 

Inexprefliblytranfportingto 7 
think of, and incftimable in it- 
felfis thy gloriousdarling per¬ 
fection, thy unconfined and 
impartial benevolence, O thou 
holieft and beftof Beings! It 
is on account of this dif- 
interefted moft amiable attri¬ 
bute, that impcrfeCt trail men 
of all nations and agts con¬ 
ceive hopes of protection; and 
repofe confidence in thee; 
that all evils and calamities 
fhall be prevented or over¬ 
ruled fo as not greatly and 
laftingly to prejudice them. 


6. Thy righteouf- 
nefs u like a the 
great mountains; 
thy judgments are a 
great deep :0 Lord, 
thou preferveft man 
and beatt. 


7. How excellent 
is thy loving kind- 
nets, O God! there¬ 
fore the children of 
men put their trull 
under the Hiadow of 
thy wings. 


as the higheft 


The 


* Literally, maintains of Cod, an ufual idiom when 
they would maguify any thing to add the word Co./ to it. 
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Sect. 27. 



Psalm 

xxxvi. 8. 
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The plentiful provifions 
and richeft delicacies of thy 
houfe and table fhall enter¬ 
tain and regale them to their 
entire iatisfa&ion, who by 
devout affedtions and uni¬ 
formly virtuous lives recom¬ 
mend themfelves to thy guar- 
dianfhip: and as from a per¬ 
petual current or everflovving 
fountain thou wilt abundant¬ 
ly gratify all their nobleft 
relifhes: they fhall command 
and truly enjoy all defirable 
accommodations and blef- 
fings, which thy bounty fup- 
plies and thy favour accom¬ 
panies. 

Neither is it pofiible that 
perfons of this character, and 
pofiefied of thefe privileges 
fhould ever know the want 
of any real good: for under 
thy direction and abfolutely 
at thy difpofal, are inex- 
hauftible fources of felicity 
and glory: in the light of 

thy countenance, and fecure 

# * 

of 


8. They fhall be 
*> abundantly fatis- 
fied with the fatnefs 
of thy houfe: and 
thou fhalt make them 
drink 0/ the river of 
thy I’leafures. 


9. For with thee 
is the fountain of 
life: in thy light fhall 
we fee light. 


*> Thefe expreflions which denote the abundance of di¬ 
vine bleifings upon the righteous man, Alufe fuppofes to 
be taken from the temple from whence they were to ifluc: 
under the covert of the temple they were to be flickered; 
the nJ.'Ht j'i cf the facrifces ; the jlreams of oil\ 0 Jours, 

&c. the 1/o/y Candlcfick . As to the fountain of life, he adds, 
[pombly tliere might, be a living fpring too within the pre¬ 
cincts of it] from whence the brazen lea, e . might be 
Supplied, bee Pfal, xlvi. Ixxxvii. 



T 
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to. c O continue 
thy loving kindnefs 
unto them that know 
thee : and thy righ- 
teoufnefs to the up¬ 
right in heart. 


11. d Let not the 
foot of pride come 
again It me, and let 
not the hand of the 
wicked remove me. 



Psalm 


of thine approbation and con- Sect. 27. 
jdudt, in whatever condition, 
we Ihall infallibly have all XXXV1 . « 
things feme way conducing to 
our greateft benefit, and fhall 
in due feafon be pofiefled of 
all bleflednefs we can enjoy 
or reafonably afpire after. 

Perpetuate, we befeech 10 
thee, never withdraw, the 
only ground of all fubftantial 
permanent felicity, thy boun¬ 
ty and goodnefs unto thofe 
who confefs the fupreme 
worth of this privilege by 
the conftant endeavours of 
virtuous lives to fecure it: 
and never ceafe to dilplay 
equity and mercy by thy pro¬ 
vidence in favour of thofe, 
who according to the exa&eft 
meafures of their connexions 
and circumftances, lincerely 
praftife equity and mercy. 

Particularly, in relation to u 
my own cafe fuffer not my 
perfon or property to be ra¬ 
vaged 


c Heb. Draw it out at full lengthy exercife , extend it t§ 
the utwojl and perpetuate it. 

J Edwards renders, let me not be trampled upon by the 
foot of pride, nor be (haken in pieces by the arm of the 
wicked. He thinks the fall was a fudden one, and upon 
the very fpot where they praftifed their treachery, and that 
this is the proper force of as |X denotes the very 

injiatft. 

‘ The llrcngth and elegance of this paflage is exceeding 
ob vious, and the wicked pointed at or as it weie- placed 
before the readers view in the defeription of his dovvnfal. 
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Sect. 27. vaged or trampled on by 

men grown infolent and ty- 

xxxv^m rannjca l with power: and let 

it not lie at the pleafure of ar¬ 
bitrary and unjuft men to un- 
fettle and difplace me from 
my prefent moft agreeable 
fituation. 


12 As it has formerly hap¬ 
pened to people of this dif- 
tra&ing temper and aban* 
doned character, I do rely 
upon the divine providence 
and promifes, it fhall again 
be remarked as upon the 
ilain in a field of battle, there 
fell the Oaves of their own 


12. There are the 
workers of iniquity 
fallen: they are calt 
down, and fhall not 
be able to rife. 


corrupt pafiions and wild 
ambition! Their caufe was 


bad, and their pride bound- 
lefs! they are now enough 
humbled! they fhall never 
arife from the earth to do 
further mifchief! 


PSALM 
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PSALM XXXVII. SECT.XXVIII. 

M 

IVtcked men , however profpercus y no objects of 
envy. Their fecular advantages Jhort-lived. 
Religion the ground of divine favour , and fub- 
ft anti al happinefs. Unaccountable fuccejjes and 
flourijhing circumftances of ungodly men no rea- 
fons why the righteous Jhculd murmur , mu Jo lefs 
imitate. Moral judicial differe?ices fometimes 
made in this life , and worldly ccquiftions trun¬ 
fit or y. The inheritance of the jufl man eternal . 
In times of pub!:ck calamity he is preferved: the 
wicked rnofl probably to perijh in fuch times, sf 
pfahn of Dav id. Ver. i — 24. 


Psalm xxxvii. 1. 

T 7 RET not thy- 
jP fclf becanfe of 
evil doers, neither 
he thou envious a- 
£-i hi it the w orkers 
of iniquity. 


Psalm xxxvii. 1. 


2. For they (hall 

m 

fcou be QJt down 

like 

Vo 1,. HI. 


Psalm 


# A 

A LLOW me to .caution sect . 28 . 

you, who are an adyo-'— 1 
cate tor virtue, and aiming P?ALM 

, • n V o • 1 ° XXXV11. I, 

by its Iteady practice at the 
nobleft good, agalnft being 
tempted to emulate, cr in 
worldly refpech expefting to 
rival or equal wicked men: 
neither do you oherifh the 
lead pnffion of envy or jea- 
Joufy, that might draw yoit 
into the fame courfes with 
theopprefior and unjufi: man, 
in order like him to fare de- 
licioufly, live at eafe, or rife 
to earthly dignity. 

For all then* moft fpecious 2 
appearances, and dreams of 
earthly power and grandeur 

D are 
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Sect. 28. 



Psa LM 


xxxvii. 1. 




are fallacious tranfient and 
quickly vanifhing: like the 
grafs they flourifh for a fhort 
ieafon and then are cut down, 
or as the herb a while verdant, 
foon decline die and wither. 

Let it be your folicitous 
care to pay an uniform obe¬ 
dience to the laws of God, 
and repofe an entire confi¬ 
dence in his mod gracious 
providence; enjoying mode¬ 
rately, and freely communi¬ 
cating out of his liberality to 
fupply the wantsof othersrand 
never doubt having a com¬ 
fortable fubfiftence and peace¬ 
able lading fettlement: it 
is highly probable if not in¬ 
fallibly certain, that your ra¬ 
tional piety and regular honed 
indudry fhall effectually guard 
you againd neceflities and 
didrefies. 

Cultivate, moreover, a 
chearful thankful fpirit and 

temper; 


like the grafs, and 
* wither as the green 
herb. 


3. Truft in the 
Lord, and do good, 
fo fhalt thou dwell 
in the land, and f 
verily thou (halt be 
fed. 


4. Delight thyfclf 
alfo in the Lord; 
and he fhall give thee 

the 


e Drop off like a withered leaf or fg y i e. fhall be flript 
of all his wealth and happinefs reputation and efteem. Ic 
is obfervable of this pfalm y that it is another alphabetical 
and very inftruftive elegant compofition; of the fententious 
Or proverbial kind. 

f The words might be rendered, feed on truths i. e con¬ 
form to its diftates, and be fatisfied with its effefts. Or ob¬ 
serve what will com$ of keeping the faith and conftantly 
'adhering to truth and virtue. So the Targ. and Syr. Schul- 
tens , which Teems to be the fenfe, thou Pj alt dwell peaceably 
in, 2nd fecurely feed on po fiefs or enjoy the land, Ad mad- 
n>crf 144. 
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temper : and fo far from ex- Sect. 28* 

peeling futisfadion from or 

placing your happinefs in xx ‘* 

earthly things 5 confider the 

contemplation of Deity, fub- 

miflion to providence, and 

obedience to the laws of 

virtue as the onlv fources of 

* 

the pureft pleafure and the 
nobleft profpeds \ and truly 
make them fo to yourfelf: 
the confequence fhall be mo¬ 
derate defires as to every 
thing befides, contentment 
with what a wife and good 
God beftows, and abundant 
gratification to your bed and 
highed wifhes. 

With an unreferved and 5 
entire devotion and depend¬ 
ence, leave the ifiue of your 
beft concerted meafures, and 
laudable honed endeavours 
to the divine management: 
do your part faithfully, be 
prudent refolute and vigo¬ 
rous ; and doubt not a divine 
aflidance and concurrence to 
accompli (lithe utmod of your 
views, or effett what is un- 
fpeakably more for your ad¬ 
vantage. 

And though your fnuation 6 
beobfeure, and opportunities 
for a time denied of appear¬ 
ing to advantage-, yet your 


tic- defires of thine 

heart. 


s. Commit thy 
Wav untothv Loro : 
trull alio in him, and 
lie lliall bring it to 
pal.. 


6 And he fhall 
bring forth thv righ- 
teoulnels as theligut, 
and thy judgment as 
tiie noon day. 


D 


fliining 

Q 
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Sect. 28. firming merit and virtue fhall 

overcome all difficulties - 9 as 

axxwif*6 r ^ in S ^ un difperfes the 

mills and darknefs: and if 

envy aflfault, calumny afperfe, 
or injurious vile ufege a while 
obftruft that growing fame, 
which follows fubftantial and 
inflexible integrity 5 yet di¬ 
vine providence with your 
daily practice fhall in due 
time difappoint them : and 
render the meaneft arts or 
wickedeft defigns only fub- 
fervient to the worthy man’s 
greater luftre and glory: as 
the fun not only returns from 
under a cloud, but fhines with 
more brightnefs, till with its 
meridian fplendour it pro¬ 
claims itfelf to all the whole 
hemifphere. 

7 Submit to and reft fatis- 
fied with the ordinary courfe 
of things, and beware of pre¬ 
cipitancy and impatience of 
temper and carriage: readily 
embrace them when they 
happen, do not attempt to 
make times and feafons, but 
leave them to him who ab- 
folutely governs them: do 
not giye way to any furmifes 

or 


7. Reft in the 
Lord, and wait pa¬ 
tiently for him ; s 
fret not thyfelf be- 
caufe of him who 
profpereth in hii 
way, becaufe of the 
man who bringeth 
wicked devices to 
pals. 


5 The Syriac renders fret> &C. emulate him not to ctv:mil 
iniquity : and the Arabic , imitate vet the S'Vtl man. 



Book of Psalms. 

or murmurs, refentful paf- S££t 
fions or undue complaints, 
fo as to purfue any indirect ^ 
meafures, on account of an 
ungodly man, who, as to this 
world, profpereth in a way 
that is evil, and is fuccefsful 
in unjuft and mifchievous 


U. Ceafe from 
anger, and forfake 
wrath: fret not thy- 
felf h in any wife to 
<lo evil. 


9. For evil doers 
fliall be cut off: but 
thole that wait upon 
the Lord, they (hall 
inherit the earth. 


contrivances. 

It may be difficult to guard 3 
againft all degrees of uneafi- 
nefs and perturbation, but do 
you refolutely check the fir ft 
emotion of dil'content and 
anger: with fober thought, 
and calm reafon timely fuper- 
fede, and effectually prevent 
the rifing tempeft or growing 
indignation : especially fhun 
all wrong practices, and never 
let accidental differences be¬ 
come the occafion of delibe¬ 
rate faults or aCtual tranf- 
greffions. 

For the profperous finner, 9 
who commits thofe iniquities 
of fraud and oppreffion, in 
order to grow rich and great; 
lhall by fome fignal punifh- 
ment in this world come to 
an untimely end : or in an¬ 
other, fhall be extremely and 
eternally miferable : whereas 

D 3 the 


* Madge mandates the laft claufe, to make the fenfe fall 

in round, it is only to bis oujh prejudice. 



3 * 

Sect. i 9 



Psalm 
xxxvn. 9 


A Paraphrase on the 

the upright humble and truly 
religious fhall at length pro- 
fper and triumph, either in 
the advantages of the prefent 

ftate, or the greater blefied- 
nefs of a future endlefs beine. 


ic And that the apparent 
delay of certain approaching 
judgment, may be no temp¬ 
tation to fwerve from the 
rules of the drifted virtue, 
be fure it is a very fhort one: 
how remarkably foever at 
prefent the wicked may be 
diftinguifhed and feeminglv 
favoured i both he himfelf 
and every thing which be¬ 
longed to him, (hall in a very 
little time, by the common 
mortality, or fome fudden 
ftroke of divine judice, be 
wholly fwept away: yea, you 
(hall look and dil igently en¬ 
quire for the cr.ouded place 
of his late fplendid dwelling, 
but nothing at all remains, 
not fo much as the ruins of 


i o For yet n I * trie 
while and the wick¬ 
ed jhall not he\ yea, 
thou ill alt diligently 
confider his pbce, 
and it Jhall net be • 


a decayed houfe, or foot-fteps 
of a defolate fabrick. 


u On the other hand, the 
meek fpirited and gentle unto 
all men, the quiet and harm- 
lefs who are free from pafilon 
and violence, from haughti- 
nefs and turbulency (hall ge¬ 
nerally be fecured in the peace¬ 
able 


r i. But the meek 
fhall inherit the 
earth : and fhall de¬ 
light themfelves ir* 
the abundance of 
peace. 
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able and undifturbed pof-SicT. 28. 
feflion of their rights and 
privileges by the peculiar 
providence ot a good God : 
and ftiall enjoy the nobleft 
fatisfadfion, in the abundance 
of peace their tempers and 
practices tend to promote and 
eftablifh, and efpecially in the 
inheritance they lhall hereby 
have allotted them in that 

I ► 

new earth where peace and 
righteoufnefs are for ever tQ 


1 2. Tbe wicked 
plotteth ngainfl: the 
jult, and gnallieth 
upon him with his 
1 , ^th. 


13. The Lord 
fhnll laugh at him, 
for he leech that his 
day is coming. 


14 The wicked 
hive drawn out the 
1‘worJ, and have bent 
their bow to calt 
down the poor and 
needy, and to flay 

fuch 


dwell. 

The ungodly and tyran-12 
nical takes all occafions, and 
forms treacherous and mii- 
chievous defigns to fubvert 
and deftroy the upright; he 
gives the ftrongeft tokens of 
a remorfelefs furious zeal to 
execute them. 

T he Almighty Being ob-13 

ferves with the utmoft con¬ 
tempt his impotent malice, 
detedfs his vain projects and 
fruftrates them; he only 
haftens upon the wretch him- 
fclf for his wickednefs the 
dreadful day of his own mor¬ 
tality and utter deftrudtion. 

Such violent cruel men *4 
have not wanted either policy 
or power; and they have pre¬ 
pared theirTnftruments and 
had every thing in the greateft 

D 4 for- 
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Sect. 2S. forwardnefs to crufti thofe in- fuch as be of upright 

nocents who had not ftrength, convention. 

££.14 . or would not ufe ir ’ r 9 op- 

4 pofe tliem: and bafely cn- 

deavoured to take away their 

lives who were fo far from 


forfeiting them, that their in¬ 
tegrity deferved a peculiar 
regard and proteftion. 

15 The righteous fy a kind 
providence fhall be preferved, 
and their horrid fchemes ren¬ 
dered abortive: not only fo, 
but their niifTive weapons 
fhall recoil, and their ma¬ 
lignity be converted into their 
own ruin: they fhall be utter¬ 
ly diverted of all power to do 
milch icf. 

16 A lmallcr fhare .of earthly 

* 

fubftance and only fufficient 
to anfwer all the nec diary 
demands of frugal nature, 
which is honeftJy obtained 
and prudently expended, is 
unfpeakably preferable to the 
large ft poflefiions of foolifh 
and wicked men,—-oftengain¬ 
ed by oppreflion, laid up in 
the hoards of avarice or lquan - 
dered in luxury and extra- 


1 5. Their fwerd 
fhall enter imo their 
own heart and their 
bows fhall be brok¬ 
en. 


16. A little that 
a righteous man 
hath, is better than 
the riches of many 
wicked. 


vagance.— 

For the perverted treafure 
of the wicked fhall at length 

O 

be exhaurted, or all their per¬ 
nicious ftrength enervated: 

but 

» / < 


I*. For the arms 
of the wicked fhall 
be broken : hut the 

Lord upholJeth the 
righteous. 



18. The Lord 
Lnoweth the days of 
the upright: and 
..their inheritance 
ihall be for ever. 
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but under the greateft pref-S ect. 28 
fures of affliction and adver- v ~ 10 

fity, juft notions of the divine x xxvU^i7. 
perfection and providence, as a 
refl or ftay will fix and eftablifh 
the mind of the juft and good 
in unfhaken hope and vigour, 
that they lhall not overwhelm 
them. 

All the circumftances, the 18 
profperOus or adverfe events, 
and particularly the good 
qualities and virtuous actions 
of righteous and fincere men 


1 9. They flmll not 

be jlhamed in the 
evil time : and in 
ihc days of famine 
they lhall be fatis- 
Jied. 


20. But the wick¬ 
ed fhall perifh. and 
the enemies of the 

Lo R D 


are obferved in order to be 
recompenccd by a moft faith¬ 
ful God : and the reward 
and inheritance to be given 
them lhall extend to all 
periods of their duration, 
even conftitute their ever- 
lafting welTbeing and hap- 
» 

They (hall not be alhamed *9 
of their truft in Almighty 
God, nor want his help and 
fupport in times of publick 
danger and calamity: and in 
the diftrefsful days, when 
numbers through a prevail¬ 
ing famine pine and die with 
hunger, they fhall be won¬ 
derfully provided for and a- 
bundantly fupplied. 

But the impenitent and in- 7< * 
corrigible as the natural effect 

and 
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Sect. 28. and juft punifliment of their 
V-j— v—ij wickednefsfhallutterlyperifh; 

varvuii 20 an ^ ^Y wh ° 3re l ^ lZ 

profligate principles and a- 
bandoned lives, the enemies 
of God’s moral government, 
fhall as the fat of lambs burnt 
in facrifices be wholly con- 
fumed: after the manner of 
a fmoke, cloud, or vapour 
which appeareth for a little 
time and then vanifheth away, 
ihall they for ever difappear 
and be utterly confumed. 


Lord fsall be as the 
■ fiat of lambs, they 
fhall confume : into 
fmoke fhall they 
confume away. 

* 


SECT. XXIX. 


Further char aft erifikks of the righteous and wick- 
4 ed in point of ability and liberality , the divine 
favour or his difpleafure: the former fuppcrted , 
never neglected or abandoned . Exhortation to 

practife virtue: promifes of relief from perje- 
cution . "The different ends of good and bad 

men . Ver. 21, to the end . 


P s a l m xxxvii. 21, 


Sect. 29. 



Psalm 


xxxvii.21. 


I T is obfervable of the 
wicked, that they have been 
frequently neceflitated to lay 

them- 


Psalm xxxvi. 2 1. 


T H E wicked k 
borroweth,and 
payeth not again: 
but the righteous 

fheweth 


i ’Tis. obfervable, that wicked men in fcripture fiilc are 

frequently reprefented by fatriflees which are fatted frjt t 

then fiaughtered and confumed in the fire before the L01J 

k Miehaelisy Mudgc , Sec. under Hand this not fo much of 

the difpoftions as the abilities of the righteous and the 

wicked; and the learned Prebend interprets, “ The wicked 

** fhall be fo Door as to be ever obliged to borrow, and in- 

* • ^ 

“ capable of paying, while the righteous Ihall have wbere- 
r * ( withal to be generous and munificent ” He adds very 
pertinently, this will continue on the fenfe of the three 

vcries 
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ftuweth mercy and 

g«VCth. 


12. For fuch as he 
blefltd of him, frail 
inherit the earth; 
and they that be cur- 
fed of him fhall be 
cut off. 


13. The fteps of 
a good man are or¬ 
dered by the Lor d ; 
and he delighteth in 
his way. 


t 

themfclves under obligations Sect, 29 
by contracting debts, which 
they are never able equitably 


Psalm 


to difeharge 


Whereas the 


XXXVU.21 • 


righteous and benevolent are 
to that degree profperous, 
that they can impart to the: 
exigencies of others; and do 
liberally without expecting 
returns communicate out of 
their abundance. 

For fuch as obferve the 23 

* ■ 

laws of divine providence, 
and are favoured with the 
blefling of the Almighty, ex¬ 
perience often the happy 
effefts hereof in the large in- 
creafe of their earthly enjoy¬ 
ments: contrariwife thofe can 
reafonably expeft nothing 
but to be remarkably blafted 
and totally extirpated, whofe 
enormities have provoked and 
difhonoured the Lord and 
maker of all things. 

A wife and righteous God *3 
hath mod fully and plainly 
directed man what fteady 
courfe of uniform virtue he 
is conftandy to profecute; 
and fo long as his actions are 

regu- 


vprfes before to thofe that are coming after, which other- 
wile will be wholly disjointed. Are not the wicked in lower 
Nations here referred to ; and the fenfe as follows—All fin- 
ners are not in opulentcircumftances or fuperior conditions; 
and thofe of them who are poor are commonly defpicably 

and moll fordidly fo ? This feems belt to connect the whole 
pallage. 
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Sect. 29. regularly conformable to thefe 

directions, he both eftablifh- 

Mxvit.23. eth hls g° in S s and gracioufly 

accepteth his work. 

24 Through the inftability of 
all human affairs or the per¬ 
fections of an ungodly gene¬ 
ration, he is fubjeft to per- 
verfe accidents and heavy 
misfortunes; but he fliall not 
be totally ruined ; like a pot¬ 
ter’s veifel dafhed in pieces, 
or as a building utterly razed: 
for theeverlaftingGoD whofe 
he is and whom he ferves, fo 
long as he is careful of his 
duty and integrity, in the 
ways of his providence fu- 
ftains and preserves, and will 
in due time give an happy 
ifiue to all his afHi&ions. 

25 I have neither lived a very 
fhort time in the world, nor 
been an incurious obferver of 
its events and affairs; and 
from the days of my youth 
to my prefent declining years, 
in all my obfervations I am 
not able to produce a fingle 
inftance, that a man of honeft 
generous principlesand fteady 
regular virtue, has been re¬ 
duced to fuch extremities 
that he might be reckoned 
deferted and abandoned by 
providence : nor his family 

and 


24. Though he 
fall, he fliall not be 
utterly cart down: 
for the Lord up- 
holdeth him with his 
hand. 


25. I have been 
young, and nu--w am 
old: yet have I not 
feen the righteous 
forfaken, nor his feed 
begging bread. 
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?6 He is ever 1 
merciful, and lend- 
cth : and his feed is 
blcfled. 


27. Depart from 
evil, and do good : 
and dwell for ever¬ 
more. 


and pofterity, following his Sect, 29. 
fteps, fo decayed and im- 

poverifhed as to labour under xx ^vii.2 j 
the hard necdlity of wanting 
bread or aiking alms, 

Mofl commonly he has it *6 
in his power and in his in¬ 
clination to perform continual 
a£ts of humanity and mercy: 
to give unto thofe who can 
make no returns, and to lend 
to thofe that can: and the 
fame plentiful circumftances 
as a recompence and peculiar 
bleffing defeend to his pof- 
terity. 

So that a general rule may 27 
be hence formed for all men, 
viz. this; ftri&ly guard againft 
all impiety and immorality ; 
and fteadily pra&ife an exem¬ 
plary ufeful and engaging 
virtue*, and as to all other 
matters never be felicitous 
about them; this alone will 
eftablifh your complete and 
eternal fatisfadlion and hap- 
pinefs. 

For 


i Hammond excellently obferves that alms-giving though 
a noble one is but a part not the whole of righteoufneffi : 
therefore the words muft import, “ He that to the other 
parts of a pious and good Iif£, fuperadds a fpecial degree 
of mercifulnefs and commnnicativeneis to them that want, 
though of all other virtues that be the molt probable to 
diminifh the pofielftons, yet the ffahrriji never faw any 
impoverilhed by the molt liberal practice of it, but on the 
contrary that his feed is blefled, or his joltcrity the more 
profperous and flyurifhing for it.” 
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Sect. 29. For the righteous and mer- 
— J ciful God has a peculiar 

xxxvH 28 re g art ^ to t * ie m °ft beneficial 

actions and nobleft qualities 

of equity and mercy in his 
off-fpring; and never in 
any innocent circumftances 
neglects or forfakes thofe who 
are devoted to his fervice and 
obedience: by his providence 
they are kindly dealt with* 
and remarkably preferved in 
their whole pafiage through 
this world to the bleflednefs 
of an endlefs immortality. 
Whereas the pofterity of irre¬ 
ligious wicked and mifchie- 
vous men, following the ex¬ 
ample of their forefathers, 
fhall meet withexterminating 
judgments, and be fecluded 
from all happinefs here or 
hereafter. 

29 Men of probity confcious 
integrity and unconfined be¬ 
nevolence, being the only firm 
and unfhaken fupports of a 
ftate, by a proper and here¬ 
ditary right in it, fhall pofiefs 
the land: and having clean 
hands and a pure heart lhall 
upon a fure footing rife to 
the greateft eminence and 
perpetuity of independence. 

30 The difcourfe and conver- 
fation of the truly good and 

virtuous 


2%. For the Lord 

loveth judgment, 
and forfah'cth not his 
faints: they are pre¬ 
ferved for ever ; but 
the feed of the wick¬ 
ed fhall be cut oft. 


29 The righteous 
fhall inherit the land, 
and dwell therein for 
ever. 


30. The mouth of 
the righteous fpeak- 
eth wifdom: and his 

tongue 
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f^M.ye talketh of 

•. > 

j jJguient. 


31. The law of 
his God is in his 
heart, none of his 
Heps (hall Hide. 


3?. The wicked 
Watcheth the righ¬ 
teous, and m l'cekcth 
to flay him. 


virtuous conveys the nobleft Sect. 29. 
inftru&ion refpeding prac- 
tice : fentiments thoroughly 
digefted, maxims of wifdom 
mod coolly and deliberately 
examined : and whenever he 
fjpeaks he moft plainly and 
convincingly teaches what is 
equal and right. 

The great lines of righ- 31 
teoufnefs are in the ftrongeft 
characters drawn upon his 
mind and imprefied on his 
heart*, which he makes it his 
great aim and fincere endea¬ 
vour to conform to: and 
which he can fo eafily apply 
to all particular riling circum- 
ftances and emergencies, that 
it is highly improbable he 
ftiould in any cafe fwerve 
from them ; or not receive 
further affiftance and direc¬ 
tion if ever he fhould be in 
danger 6f doing it. 

With a moft curious pry- 3 2 
ing malice, the wicked ob- 
ferves the wife and upright 
in order to furprize and en- 
fnare him: he would be glad 
to find occafion to accufe 
condemn and deftroy him. 

What- 


m As has been obferved by others, this feems to be in¬ 
terpreted of fuffering the wicked to condemn the righteous 
in judgment, or find him guilty ; rather than by a diredt 
1 wilful murder embruing violent hands in hi* blood. 
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Sect. 29. 



Psalm 

xxxvii.33. 


Whatever jealous eyes or 
treacherous arts he ufes, and 
however inefficient the truly 
good man’s own power may 
be to defend himfelfj the 
grand patron of innocence, 
the righteous Lord will not 


fuffer him to fall into his 
hands or lie at his rnercy; 
neither fhall either force or 
fraud and falfe witnefs fo far 
prevail, that he fhall be fen- 
tenced in judgment and pu- 
nifhed as if he was a delin¬ 
quent or malefadtor. 

,4 The mod falutary advice 
then is, with a condant di¬ 
rection and tendency towards 
the grand objedt of truft and 
dependence — fubmit to, be¬ 
lieve in, and fully expedt to 
be taken care of by the 
Lord •, and obferve mod 
faithfully all his command¬ 
ments : on thefe conditions 
he fhall certainly promote 
you to be a man of property 
eftate and importance in your 
native country: when he (hall 
pour down the heavied judg¬ 
ments upon wicked tyrants 
and oppreflors; with your 
own eyes and to your full 
convidtion you fhall fee it. 

35 I have very frequently 
been an eye-witnefs, indeed 


33. The 

wilJ not leave him 
in his hand, nor con¬ 
demn him when he 
is judged. 


34. Wait cm the 
Lord, and keep his 
way, and he fhall 
exalt thee to inherit 
the land : when the 
wicked are cut off, 
thou fiult fee it. 


3;. I have feen 
the wicked in great 
power: and fpread- 
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ing himfelf like n a 
green bay-tree. 


36. Vet he pafled 
nway, and lo, he 
‘uyij not: yea, I 
fought him. but he 

t “ 

could not be found. 


37. Mark the per¬ 
fect man, and behold 
the upright: for the 
0 end of that man is 
peace. 


it is matter of common obfer- Sect. 29. 
vation, concerning people of 
this ftamp and charter, that 
the wicked hath been exalted 
in dignity and formidable in 
power; like the verdant and 
fpreading branches of a flou- 
rifhing bay-tree fpacious to 
behold and feemingly deeply 
rooted and immoveabJy fixed. 

But notwithftanding all his 36 
profpefts and pleafures bufy 
feenes and pompous vanities, 
as the fwilt Ihips or fweeping 
wincls he pafied away, and 
though it may be wonderful 
it is certain he came to no¬ 
thing: I diligently fearched 
the places which he once fre¬ 
quented, but he was no where 
to be found, all remains and 
memorials of him were utter - 
Jy perifhed. 

Nothing is more flufiuat-37 
ing and tranfitory than the 
fecular dreams and fhort- 

lived 


n Bay tree, denotes a tree growing in its native foil, 
where it firll Iprung—-but Hammond feems to underftand 
it of a free-born perfon, or citizen , as oppofed to a fra?tger 9 
or a native Ifraelite who was .fecure of many privilege?, 
and had a numerous family: who have failed or palled 
from the age or world. 

0 Ci achcrith U-Uh Jhalom ; as Peters obferves, may be 
rendered, for the future fate of that man is peace or llefj'ed'- 
nsfs. — Let my a.hir.ith future ftate be like hi-, Num. xxiii. 

Vol. III. E 9. " 5 - 
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xxxiii. 18. 
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lived advantages of Tinners 
and hypocrites: but obferve 
the man of ftridt morals and 
generous virtue; and clofely 
attend to the fincere humane 
and merciful j for a while 
florms may threaten, or clouds 
of adverfity hang over him, 
but in the end they lhall all 
difperfe; his good mind en¬ 
joys a perpetual ferenity; and 
a future Hate lhall fettle him 
to his entire fatisfa&ion and 
perfeft fecurity and glory. 

On the other hand, though 
the long-fuffering of God 
waits many a feafon for their 
repentance, yet prevaricating 
hypocrites, corrupt defigning 
and unmerciful men, if they 
will not be reclaimed, lhall all 
without exception be de- 
llroyed: and the final iflue 
of the impenitent and incor¬ 
rigible 


38. Butthetranf- 
greflors ftiall be de¬ 
stroyed P together, 
the end of the wick¬ 
ed Shall be cut off. 


9, 10. G/ 7 . p. 2S8. The poetick reader may not be 
difpleafed with the following lines. 

Well to fucceed, my friend, the point will prove 
Not whether you obtain, but how you move. 

Be always honeft, and you cannot ltray, 

’Tis virtue leads the fure unerring w ay ; 

The facred guide have ever in your eye, 

And then, or rife, or fall, or live, or die, 

’Tis right; the Gods alone know how to blefs. 

What e’er the good man meets with is fucceis. 

J Together fome interpret, at once , fome a total final die* 
finUlion, others all without exception. 



Book of Psalms. 



39. But the falva- 
tion of the righteous 
// of the Lord, he is 
their ftrengch in the 
time of trouble. 


40 And the Lord 
fhall help them, and 
deliver them: he 
llial! deliver them 
front the wicked ; 
and fave them be- 
caufe they trull in 
him. 


rigible be utrer exclufion Sect. 2 9. 
from the lead fhare of blef- 

r i r • r 1 I*$ALM 

iednels in a future eternal xxxyii 
retribution. 

But the temporal deliver- 39 
ance or eternal falvation of 
the juft and merciful is to be 
expe&ed of God, and in the 
way of virtuous perfevering 
obedience; and thus one if 
not both thefe. may be fully 
depended on: as the ftrongeft 
guard, or an impregnable 
tower, in their dangers and 
diftrelTes he is their fovereign 
defence, and molt powerful 
never failing fupport. 

And in their greateft afflic- 4® 

* tions and neceflities they may 
abfolut’ely rely on Almighty 
God : he will certainly pro¬ 
vide for their affiftance and 
deliverance : for their efcape 
out of the hands of oppref- 
jfors, and perfeft fafety ; be- 
caufe all their hopes center 
in his faithfulnefs, and their 
behaviour is correfpondent to 
what he hath commanded. 
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PSALM XXXVIII. SECT. XXX. 

Ihc feverity of fome afftftion, probably bodily in - 
difpojition expcftulated . T'he caufe confeffed to 
be wrong conduct. The effefis extreme mifery 7 
ftrangenefs of friends and prevailing malignity of 
enemies . 'The author's fiknce, fubmiffion , and 
piety . His danger . His defegjis publickly to own 
his errors. The zeal and ftrength of his adver- 
faries. Supplication for a fpeedy deliverance. 
An ode or pfalm of David to have his uncom¬ 
mon diftrefs q remembered or relieved . 


Psalm xxxviii. i. 


Sect.30.TV /TERCIFUL God, I 

1 VX befeech thee, rebuke 

xxxviii”i. f 06 not with fuch rigour of 

juftice, as plainly betokens a 

violent degree of anger: nei¬ 
ther corredt and punifh me, 
though I have 'greatly erred, 
as if I had entirely forfeited 
thy paternal regard, and was 
the objedt of thy fierce in¬ 
dignation, thy moft dreadful 
relentment. 

2 For like arrows which 
pierce deep and ftick faft; 
or an hand that falling with 

the 


Psalm xxxviii. i. 


O Lord, rebuke 
me not in thy 
wrath: neither chaf- 
ten me in thy hot 
difpleafure. 


2 . For thine ar¬ 
rows flick faft in me, 
and thy hand pref- 
feth me fore. 


Q To bring to remembrance , fome interpret as a memorial; 
but Hammond as God’s remembring any man is his relieving 
and-helping him, fo a prayer in time of diftrefs may pro¬ 
perly be ftiled to caufe to remember. Accordingly this and 
the LXXth, which have one and the fame title are oblerva- 
ble to be moft earn eft prayers for relief. 
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the greateft force, in the Sect. 30. 
ftroke it gives beateth down 
to the ground *, fuch is the xxxv j^^ 
unremittcd bitter anguifti, 
and heavy cruihing weight 
of mifeiy under which I 
labour, with which I conflict. 


3. 7 here is no 
foundnefs in my 
fle(h,becaufe ofthine 
anger: neither is 
there any rell in my 
bones, becaufe of 
my fin. 


The ruin of my conftitu- 3 
tion and entire lofs of health 
and vigour I cannot but be 
fenfible of as the effedt of thy 
wrath: and as to my aggra¬ 
vated trefpafs it admits of no 
reft nor a moment’s eafe-, in 


as much as I have provoked 
thee and richly deferved all 


I fuflfer. 


4. For mine ini¬ 
quities are gone over 
mine head: as an 
heavy burden they 
are too heavy ior 
me. 


The heightened' crimes I 4 
•have committed, like a dwel¬ 
ling flood or overwhelming 
inundation, rife beyoric? my 
power to keep my head above 
water, or are ready to drown 
me: the number and burden 
of them is fo great and in- 
fupportable that 1 cannot but 
fink under them. 


5. My wounds 
ftink, and are cor¬ 
rupt, becaufe of my 
foolifliiicls. 


As an indiicreet man, who 5 
•negledh feveral bruifes and 
deep wounds he hath received 
till they putrefy and become 
offenfive j fuch hath my ab- 
furdity and folly been, that I 
have contracted guilt, and 
have not in due time applied 
to the moft effectual remedy 

E 3 of 
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Psalm 


Sect. 36 of a contrite heart, and an un¬ 
feigned repentance with con- 
fefiion to relieve my mind 

grxxviii. 5. - J 

from it. 

6 Like a man bent with fome 
chronical diforder \ as one 
ftooping with his head almoft 
to the earth through age and 
infirmities 5 or as a mod af- 
flidled and difconfolate mour¬ 
ner, I appear deprefied, in- 
curvated v and continually full 
of bitter lamentation. 

7 For as the diftrefied perfon, 
Whofe loins whence he ufed 
to derive ftrength and firm- 


nefsare inflamed or ulcerated, 
and whofe entire body is vio¬ 
lently pained or wafted, who 
has no eaic foundnefs or 
ftrength in any part \ fo am 
I alfedled in my very vitals 
and as it were all over dif- 
tempered. 

8 I am brought exceeding 
low, my ufual vigour difii- 
pated and my natural con ft i- 
tution entirely broken: I have 
fetched the deepeft fighs, 
even groaned and uttered 
loud complaints arifing from 
inward commotion, and an- 
guifh of (pint. 


Moft 


on the 


6. I am troubled* 
I am bowed down 
greatly; J go mourn¬ 
ing all the day long. 


7. For my loins 
are Filed with a f 

loth for ntdifeofe: and 
there is no loundnels 
in iny flelh. 


8. T am feeble and 
fore broken : I have 
rored by reafon of 
the difquietnefs of 
my heart. 


1 Hammond renders, my fanhs are filled e witb inf,’amotions , 
flgnifyingboils, fwellings, carbuncles in thole nervous parts 
which are very fenfible, therefore the diforder extremely 
painful. 
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9. Lord, all my 
delire//before thee: 
and my groaning is 
not hid from me. 


10. My heart 
panteth,my ftrength 
faileth me: as for 
the light of mine 
eyes, it alfo is gone 
from me. 


11. My lovers 
and my friends ftand 
aloof from my fore : 
and my kinfmcn 
ft and afar off. 


12.They alfo that 
feek after my life, 
lay fnares fur me: 
and they that feek 

my 


Moft gracious and blefled Sect. 30. 
Lord, all that I -want, affec- 
tionatcly defire, and moft ^ 
eagerly long for, 19 in a clear 
and open view laid before 
thy fupreme majefty and the 
throne of thy mercy: and the 
expreflions of my wifhes in 
broken accents and piteous 
groans are not concealed 
from, nor I hope difregarded 
by thine all obferving eyes. 

My feeble aking heart is to 
tofied to and fro with a moft 
unfettled fluttering motion, 
my ftrength forfaketh me as 
in a deliquium or fainting: 
as to the light of mine eyes, 
it is nothing at all that is 
in my power, or that I can 
make any ufe of. 

To enhance my mifery, n 
thofe who lately profeffed 
regard and friend fhip for me 
obfcrve an unkind diftance, 
and only appear as idle fpec- 
tators of my calamity: and 
my intimate acquaintance or 
neareft kindred ftand aftonifh- 
ed at, rather withdraw them- 
felves from beholding me, as 
if I was fome monftrous pro¬ 
duction and objedt of horror. 

My friends thus fcanda- \t 
loufly deferting and aban¬ 
doning me, my enemies that 

E 4 have 
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3 ^. have long defigned to take 
away my life, lay fnares or 

,iz. apply violent meafures to 
furprize and apprehend me 
thus expofed and defencelefs: 
and they whohavebeen reftlefs 
and unwearied in all refpedts 
to do me prejudice, in ordeF 
to accomplifh my ruin invent 
falfehoods, utter calumnies, 
and are continually hatching 
fome fchemes of mifehief. 

13 As for my part, 1 behaved 
as if I no more heard their 
indignities and molt virulent 
reproaches, than one deftitute 
of the fenfe of founds: and as 
to all retaliation and even 
felf-vindication, 1 no more at¬ 
tempted them than if I had 
been utterly incapable of 
fpeaking: I took no manner 
of notice what informations 
I had received, I appeared 
quite unconcerned at all they 
laid and did again ft me. 

14 At that conjuncture I 
might as well have been re¬ 
ally deaf or dumb, in a ftate 
of infenfibility or perfect 
ftupiditv for any anfwers I 
made to their accufations, 
any confutation of their op¬ 
probrious charges, or the 
Jeaft felf-d^fence again ft the 
ftrongeft oppQfition. 

The 


my hurt, fpeak mif- 
chievous things, and 
imagine deceits all 
the day long. 


1ButI as a deaf 
man heard not; anti 
I was as a dumb 
man that epeneth 
not his mouth. 


14.. Thus I was 
as a man that hear- 
eth not, and in whole 
mouth arc no xe- 
proofs. 



Book 

iFor in thee, 
O Lord, do f hope: 
rhnu wifr hear, O 
L ord my God. 


y 6. For I faid, 

bear 7in\ lelt otfyer- 

*v:/i they fhou 1 d re ■ 
joice over me : when 
my foot llippeth, 
they magnify them- 
/elves againll me. 


17. For I dmready 
to halt, and my for- 
row is continually 
^before me. 


of Psalms. 
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The true reafon of my Sect. 30.' 
pafiivencfs filence and feem- ‘ J 

f n r\ Fsalm 

ing conlternauon was, O > 

eternal God, my entire con- S ‘ 

fidcnce in thy power and 
goodnefs: I was fully fads-, 
fied that thou wouldft not be 
deaf to nor neglectful of me, 

O my righteous judge and 
fove reign avenger. 

For though I opened notiS 
my lips before my enemies 
to defend my (elf, or rebuke 
them, yet my opprefled heart 
dictated this moft devout and 
importunate addrefs to thee 
fny God,— O my only re¬ 
fuge and fupport, fuffer not 
thefe inhuman and unmerci¬ 
ful wretches to obtain their 

% 

ends, and triumph in my 
downfal: upon the lead error 
in my-conduft, or tendency 
in my affairs towards ruin, 
they rejoice and arrogantly 
exult as if they had com¬ 
pleted my deftruftion. 

And truly fo far a$a judg- *7 
ment can be formed from 
appearances, they never had 
more occafion, nor have I 
been in greater danger; my 
circum (lances are at the lowelt 
ebb, more and more evils 
daily threaten me, and all my 
profpeCts are moft gloomy and 
di final. There- 
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s ect. 30. Therefore, as the only ex¬ 
pedient for relief and mercy, 
Psalm j mo ft humbly confefs 

* VU11 that I have finned and juftly 

deferved thefe rebukes of 
providence: with an inge¬ 
nuous and unfeigned godly 
forrow I will lament my 
wickednefs. 

At the fame time, admit me 
a moft diftrelfed fuppliant to 
fuggeft my apprehenfive fears 
from enemies who profper 
and flourifli greatly as to earth¬ 
ly fubftance, and are extreme¬ 
ly formidable in fecular pow¬ 
er: from them who harbour 
inveterate prejudices, and the 
utmoft malignity, though I 
never in any refpeft provok¬ 
ed or injured them, and have 
gathered daily ftrength by 
their increafins: numbers. 


20 It is not only wrongfully 
and contrary to all juftice 
that they perfecute me, but 
to common gratitude ; for 
fignal favours they make 
thefe moft unkind returns; 
and my beneficiaries are my 
zealous adverfaries: meerly 
from the oppofition there is 
betwixt my regular tenour of 
ufeful good aftions and their 
prevailing ftrain of hurtful 
and evil ones, even from the 

vileft 


18. For I will de¬ 
clare mine iniquity; 
I will be forry for 
my fm. 


19. But mine ene¬ 
mies are lively, and 
they are ftrong: and 
they that hate me 
wrongfully axe mul¬ 
tiplied. 


20. They alfo 
that render evil for 
good, are mine ad¬ 
verfaries : btcaufe I 
follow the thin? that 

o 

good is. 
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vileft malice they ftudy my Sect. 30. 

undoin fi- 

21. Forfake me Do not thou, Almighty KX3LV iiUi. 
not, O Lord: Omy anc J mo ft juft God, feem to 

Jrora me* ^ * difregard me in this neceffity, 

and give me up to their 
malignity: O thou moft 
gracious and merciful God, 
be not thou like, one abfent 
or indifferent in my cafe of 
extremity, where I hope it is 
confident with all thy per¬ 
fections to take thyfelf entire¬ 
ly interefted to be prefent and 
vouchfafe protection. 

2 Z. Make hafteto Concern thyfelf feafcnably, 22 
help me, O Lord before it be too late, even 
my falvation. immediately 1 befeech thee 

to provide me fuccour, for 
I am ready to perifli, O my 
Infinite fovereign, my only 
preferver and deliverer. 

v 
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9 

PSALM XXXIX. SECT. XXXI. 

P » 

9 

* 1 

The difficulty in fome cafes of fpeaking properly % 
and yet of beingfilent: The mortality ,of all-men: 
the brevity and uncertainty of life: the vanity 
of anxious care for the imaginary advantages of 
this world . The pfalmiJTs truft in God , and 
earnefi prayer to be delivered from fome calamity 
' he had patiently fubmitted to for his former 
tranfgreffions.' Under the notion and character 
of a ftranger and fojourner lhat muft not con¬ 
tinue longi he implores mercy while he does 
remain in this tranfilory world. The occafion , 
fome fuppofe to have been the fame with the 
XXXVII .; Others , JoabV reproving him for 
lamenting his fon Abfalom ’s deaths 2 Sam.xix.5. 
A pffilm of David dire Bed- to be performed in 
the tabernacle by the chief mufician even by 
Jeduthun. 

P S A L M XXXix. I. 

Sect. 31. Q^UCH is the ftate of human 

affairs, and fo unfavour- 
Psalm a ble and finifter are the 
xxxix. 1. COn ft ru( g-j ons frequently put 

upon men’s aftions and ex- 
preflions; that I firmly re- 
i'olved to make it a rule 
with me to ufe the utmoft 
caution and circumipeftion 
in the whole courfe of my 
life, that it be regular and 
virtuous j particularly to let 

the 


Psalm xxxix. r. 

I Said, I will take 
heed to my ways, 
that I fin not with 
my tongue: I will 
keep my mouth with 
a bridle, while the 
wicked is 8 before 
me. 


* Before me , coram me, vel coi.rra me, in my pt'ffcue QT 
at enmity with me. 
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2. I was dumb 
with ftlence, I held 
jny peace ,even from 
good, and my forrow 
was Airred. 


the ftrifteft watch before the Sect. 31. 
door of my mouth that I fin 

. , J .1 rSALM 

not with my tongue: as with xxxix# , 
a ftrong inclolure, head- 
ftall or muzzle I will guard 
and watch every word that 
comes out of my lips, that I 
neither charge God foolifhly, 
nor utter intemperate fro ward 
fpeeches concerning my ene¬ 
mies j when they happen to 
be in my company or the 
fubjeft of free converfation: 
when wicked men infult me 
to my face or are up in arms 
againfl me. 

Notwithfta n ding the pro- 2 

vocation and difficulty 1 met 
with, yet I have executed 
my purpofe by a moft pro¬ 
found filence in the prefence 
of fuch people: that it might 
be impracticable to ground 
calumnies on my exprefilons,. 

I have moreover avoided 
difcourfe that had a tendency 
to defend myfelf and inftrudt 
and do good to others: and 

with 


* From good \ \ludge explains from giving God the glory 
with relation to his lllnefs, by acknowledgiog the greatnefs 
and jullicc of God, and the nothingnefs and finfulnefs of 
man, — which might give his enemies occafion of triumph, 
— but he could not bear this rdlraint; — he tranflates the 
next ver. The Lord bath fbev:n t &c. — I knew hiv: yerijhing 
i c/n, — all vanity, every man living. 
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Psalm 


Sect. 31. with impofing filence on mv- 

felf in this reipeX, 1 found 
my forrow lb pent up in- 

11XU. 2. 7 r , J r . r r 

creafed, and my riling re¬ 
flexions to become exceeding 
painful. 

3 With this violent con- 
ftraint put upon it, my whole 
inward frame grew warmer 


and warmer; whilft with an 
imperfeX low voice I was 
confidering, and revolving a 
multitude of eager impatient 
thoughts in my troubled 
breaft; the affeXions kindled, 
burnt fiercer, and the in- 
vifible confuming gave me 
fuch uneafmefs, that I was 
weary with forbearing: and 
at laft broke forth in the fol¬ 
lowing add refs or declaration. 


4 Merciful God, who haft 
appointed it me, in order to 
reconcile my diftrefied mind 
to this wearifome condition 
of mortality, determine my 
whole attention to the cut¬ 
ting off, the utmoft extre¬ 
mity, or laft circumftances 
of this brittle being; with the 
entire dimenfions or full ex¬ 
tent of my days, fhould they 
be lengthened out to the ut¬ 


moft of an human date and 
ftandard, what the compleat 
number or total fum is: that 

I may 


3. My heart was 
hot within me, while 
I was muling the 
fire burned; then 


fpake I with 
tongue. 



4. Lord, make 
me to know mine 
end, and the mea- 
fure of my days, 
what it ;;; that I 
may know how fiail 
1 am. 
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5. Behold, thou 
had made my days 
as an u hand- 
breadth, and mine 
age is as nothing 
before thee: verily 
every man at his 
bell Hate is alto¬ 
gether vanity. Selah. 


6. Surely every 
man walkcsh in a 
vain fhcw: furely 

they 


1 may be perfeftly fenfible Sect. 31, 
with what rapid Itrides I am 
continually flattening to an ^ 
entire ceflation, from ever 
more being either pleafed 
or pained with this tempo¬ 
rary exiftence. 

It may very juftly be af- 5 
firmed and is exceeding evi¬ 
dent, that thou haft conftituced 
or determined my days by 
fuch a brevity of compafs as to 
be contained in the fmall mea- 
fure of an hand-breadth ; and 
the tranfitoryfliort duration of 
the world and age, as to me a 
dyingman,is the meereft trifle: 
and juft nothing before thee; 
and in comparifon with the 
permanency of thy boundlefs 
eternity : indeed this is the 
common (hort-lived condi¬ 
tion of every man living: 
who when his ftate is mod 
profperous, and even his con- 
ftitution tnoft firm and athle- 
tick,has no liability, is entire 
vanity: neither was any thing 
ever more certain or felt- 
evident than this truth. 

Surely it is the lot of man- 6 
kind to live and aft in appear¬ 
ance 


u Hand-hrtadthy or breadth of the expanded palm, one 
of the fhorteft meafures among the Jews, being the fixth, 
part of a cubit, fomethine more than three inches and a. 
half, or 3,684 inches. * 
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Sect. 



ance rather than in reality: 
truly, their all felicitous cares 
and vexations pleafures and 
enjoyments are about imagi¬ 
nary tilings: in collectingtrea- 
fure or accumulating wealth, 
without any certainty who 
Jhall inherit it: they are like 
him who labours in the fields 
of harveft, binds the corn, and 
lays it in heaps, but knows 
not whether he fhall live to 
carry it into his bain, or (tore 
it in his granary. 

7 And now Lor d, what ex¬ 
pectations can I raife from a 
creation fo empty as to folid 
happinefs and fo utterly un¬ 
certain; myfelf alfo only a 
lhadovv or vapour ? all my 
hopes center and terminate 
in thee as my only ftedfaft 
and unchanging good and 
happinefs. 

8 Of thy infinite goodnefs 
and mercy deliver me from 
the guilt, power, and punith- 
ment of my fins and tranf- 
greffions; fuffer me not thro’ 
any errors and calamities con- 

fequent 


they are difqoieted 
in vain: he* h^apetli 
up riches, and know- 
eth not who fhall 
gather them. 


7.And now, Lord r 
what wait I for ? my 
hope is in thee. 


8. Deliver me 
from all my tranf- 
greflions, make me 
not the reproach of 
the foolifh. 


w He heapeth, &c a beautiful finking image borrowed 
from the labours of harveft, aDd intimating that after man 

O 

hath ran through all the fatigues of acquifition, he is utter¬ 
ly uncertain who fhall ftep betu rxt him and the enjoyment, 
or whether his relation or a Granger, his friend or his ene¬ 
my fhall take the profit of all his- toils. 
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fequent upon them to fall Sect. 31. 
under the cenlures and deri- 
fions of profperous fools and 
wicked rich men. 


9. T was dumb, 
J opened not my 
mouth; becauicthou 
did it it. 


10. Remove thy 
ftroke away from 
me: 1 am confumed 
by die blow of thine 
hand. 


f i. When thou 
with rebukes doft 
correct man for ini- 
<]uicy, thou makelt 
his beauty to con- 
fumc away like a 
inotli: jurely cvejy 
znaiwj vanity. bclaii. 


I have filently and moft9 
humbly fubmitted to what 
has befallen me, and laid my 
hand upon my mouth as to 
repining or murmuring; be- 
caufe I know it proceeded 
from thine all-wife direction, 
and that my grievous offences 
have mod richly deferved all. 

But now having, 1 hope, 10 
in fome meafures expiated and 
wafhed away the (tains by a 
fincerc repentance, allow me 
moftearneftly to intreat thee an 
length to remove the judg- 
mentswhichthy mighty hand 
hath infliCted: my utmoft 
ftrength cannot luftain but I 
muft loon fink under* and be 
quite wafted and exhaufted, if 
thou continue thy heavy and 
dreadful chaftiiements. 

When thou with afflictions n 
and fufferings art pleafed to 
convince reprove and make 
man thoroughly fenfible of 
his faults; and to reftrain 
correCt or reduce him to 
duty and obedience by the 
execution of thy laws; thou 
foon exhaufts him of his 


ftrength and vigour, and ren- 
j? ' ders 


Vol.III. 



66 ^Paraphrase 

Sect. 31. dersall that he efteemed good 
U *"V“ j anc j valuable beautiful and 
Ps a l m defirable fubjeft to decay and 
xxxui. 11. confume like a moth-eaten 

garment. It very fpeedily and 
very demonftrably appears, 
as has been before obferved, 
that every human being is 
meer vanity. When the re¬ 
markable change is feen no 
one will in the leaft que- 
ftion it. 

12 Regard this my humble 
prayer, grant my earned re- 
queft, and declare by timely 
help that thou art prevailed 
upon by my flowing tears: 
for my condition of being is 
peculiarly unfettled and reft- 
lefs like that of ftrangers at 
a diftance from their native 
country, or as fojourners and 
travellers that only lodge tor 
a thort time, or tarry a Angle 
night: the fame as it has 
been with all my pious fore¬ 
fathers, and will be with all 
righteous and good perfons 
to the end of the world. 

13 O turn from me thine eyes 
of difpleafure, intermit and 
remove mine affliction, that 
I may recover my impaired 

* ftrength*, and be capable of 
doing fome fervice to religion 
and mankind before I depart 

from 


on tlz 


12. Hear m/ 
prayer, O Lori*,. 
and give ear unto 
my cry, hold not 
thy peace at my 
tears: for 1 am a 
ftranger with thee* 
and a fojourner, as 
all my fathers 


13. O fpare me 
that I may recover 
ftrength, before I go 
hence, and be no 
more. 
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from, never more to exift in Sect. 31. 
this life and world. 

Psalm 

xxxv. 14. 

PSALM XL. SEC T. XXXII. 


The happy ijfue of fubmiffion and a patient expec¬ 
tation. Sacrifices and offerings of inconfiderable 
value laid in the fcale againfi jujtice and mercy. 
c Ihe removal of evils implored , with the chajlife- 
ment of enemies , and the fecurity of the good and 
virtuous. His condition peculiarly diftrefsful 9 
therefore fpeedy help requeued. A pfalm of 
David, [commonly applied to the Meffah ] far 
ted to the principal mufician. 


Psalm xl. 1 . 


1 Waited patiently 
for the Lord ; 
and he inclined unto 
me, and heard my 
cry. 


2. He brought me 
up alfo out cf an * 
horrible pic, out of 
the miry clay, and 
fet my feet upon a 
rock, and cftabhfhed 
my goings. 


PSAI.M Xl. I. 


W ITH an entire ten-S ect. 32. 

dency of my mind 
towards him, I fteadily and xl S * LW 
patiently waitedlor Almighty 
God in his mod proper fealon 
to effeft what I had requefted 
and was deeply concerned 
for: and he extended his 
mod affedtionate regard to 
me, and anfwered my dole-, 
fill cry. 

He advanced me from a 2 
mod deplorable date; as it 
were mounted me up from 
a pit of aftonilhment, the 
thought whereof fhocketh 
F 2 the 


* Horrible />;/, Hammond renders a founding pit from the 

noife it makes when any thing is thrown into it: and a <i<- 
folate place. 
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Sect. 32. the mind and filleth it with 

horror: out of clay which 
was foft as mire, to firm foot¬ 
ing, honour and profperity ; 
and hath fettled me in thefe 
peaceable and flourifhing cir- 
cumftances. 

3 On this account I muft be 
in the higheft degree un¬ 
grateful or infenfible, not to 
fee my indifpenfable obliga¬ 
tion to renew my thanks¬ 
givings, and celebrate the 
divine goodnefs in this in- 
eftimable favour: many be- 


fides fhall obferve with ad¬ 
miration, and religious re¬ 
verence; and be led to an 

entire confidence in the God 

♦ 

who hath done fuch great 
things. 

4 He is in the right way of 
living, or in the diredt road 
to happinefs, who whether 
in profperity or adverfity 
conftitutes the divine laws as 
the rules of his practice; and 
choofes the divine felf-ex- 
iftent being as the object of 
his dependence and fafety : 
and looketh not with a fa¬ 
vourable a^fpedt to follow imi¬ 
tate 


3 And he hath., 
put a new Tong in 
my mouth, even 
praife unto ourGod: 
many fhall fee 
and fear, and fhall 
trull in the Lord. 


4. BlelTed it that 
man that inakcth 
the Lord his trull: 
and refpefteth no: 
the proud, nor fuch 
as turn afide to y 
lies. 


y Lies, the LXX render lying tnadnejjes. 71 ///^—haughty 
daring atheifh who laugh at all application to any power 
above; or who put their confidence in idol fuperfiitions. 
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tate or rely upon the enlarged Se 


^.Many.OLoRD, 
my God, are thy 
wonderful works, 
which thou ha.fl 
done, and thy 
thoughts which are 
to us-ward : they 
Cannot bj reckoned 
up in order unto 
thee: if I would de¬ 
clare and fpeak of 
them they are more 
than can be num¬ 
bered. 


in wealth and pride; nor fuch u 
as turn out of the way of xI 
truth and virtue, to fuper- 
ititious imaginations, crimi¬ 
nal artifices or corrupt der 
ceitful pradtices. 

There can be no tempta- 5 
tion to this eonduft which 
can fo much as paliiate it; 
for abundantly fufficienc to 
fatisfy us of the wifdom and 
perfect fecuriry of ailing the 
contrary; and daily incrcafing 
in their numbers, O Lori> 
my God, are the marks of 
peculiar favour whereby thou 
haft diftinguilhed us, regular¬ 
ly proceeding in thedifeharge 


of our duty, and thy fur¬ 
ther defigns and contrivances 
formed on purpofe-for our 
benefit: there is nothing that 
; correfponds to or can be com¬ 
pared with them; neither cap 
they be reckoned up in order 
one, after another by way of 
thankfulnefs unto thee: if I 
fhould endeavour to tell them 
one by one, or difcogrfe on 
them ieparately, they exceed 
all numbers: to particular- 
' ile, or mortal man’s power 
to declare and explain 

.th^lTK 



Bealls 
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Sect. 32. Bcafts flaughtered and 

—' offered up as an aft of re- 
^salm jjgj on ^ w ith t h e voluntary 

meat-offerings which Mofes 
directs as proper tokens of a 
perfon’s devotion, thou doft 
not favour or take delight in 
as fit returns for fo great 
mercies; thou haft prepared 
mine ears and difpofed my 
mind for a nobler moral obe¬ 
dience : the moft ancient 
homage of burnt-offerings, 
and of fin-offerings haft thou 
not required on their own ac¬ 
count, or for any intrinfick 
value there was in them. 

7 Then I refolved with my- 
felf and thus declared, furely 

it 


6 . 7 Sacrifice and 
offering thou didft 
not defire, mine 4 
ears haft thou open¬ 
ed : burnt offering 
and fin offering haft 
thou not required. 


7. Then faid T, 
lo, I come : in the 
b volume of the book 
it is written of me. 


* Kimehi obferves that in the beginning God gave the 
7 fr a elites no other commandment, but that they fhould obey 
his voice, Exod. xv. z6. but when they began to fin he 
commanded them about offerings and facrifices; as not 
knowing what to do after they had finned, and as hereby 
expiating if they repented ; but he that finned not had no 
oeeafion to offer them: However it feems worth noting 
that both Jews and Cbriflians have been agreed in repent¬ 
ance as the indifpeniable condition of pardon. 

a Literally, uncovered mine ears . haft told or revealed to 
them : fome underftand the ceremony of a Have who loved 
his mafter and would not go free alluded to, or boring the 
ears in token of perpetual fervitude, others as Edvards 
to digging the ears in order to open them that perfons might 
be quicker of hearing or in obeying, kludge by a gentle 
tnjinuuiion into vv ears. Sec. 

b in ancient times books were written on parchment, 
and rolled up upon a round flick ; and that to the time of 
J)a<vid the PcntatiUib of Mofes feems tohavebeen Ailed the 

volume 
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it is exnedient that I fhould Sect. 32, 


8. I delight to do 
thy will, O my God: 

yea, thy law is with¬ 
in fny heart. 


9. I have preach¬ 
ed rightcoufnefs in 
the great congrega¬ 
tion : lo, I have not 
refrained my lips, 

O L 0 iiD, thou 
knoweft. 


be appointed to come, with a ; 
copy ot the law by me to xl * 
ftudy and practife, as is re¬ 
corded of my perfon and cha¬ 
racter; or as is preferibed to 
every king in the roiled boo.k 
of facred writ; and offer my 
foul and body a living fa- 
crifice. 

1 engage with all readinefs 8 
to accomplifh, O my God, 
what thou defireft as mod 
acceptable to thee : yea thofe 
rules of aCbon fhewing what 
ought to be done*, or that 
law of virtue and true re¬ 
ligion which is of indifpenf- 
able obligation and everlad- 
ing importance, 1 truly have 
the utmoft tendernefs and re¬ 
gard for, have in perfect 
knowledge and daily prac¬ 
tife. 

I have exprefled this un- 9 
feigned affeftion by publifh- 
ing the good tidings of moral 
rectitude; or mod clearly 
fliewing in what general 
courfe of a£tion holinefs and 
goodnefs confift, to the larg¬ 
ed colle&ive bodies of peo- 

F 4 pie: 


PSALW 


volume of the law or the feripture of th ejrws ; and they had 
fence any other book that they held facred. CappelL 

ad Hebr. x. 7. 
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pie: in truth, I have ftiunned 
no occafion of fully inform¬ 
ing men in affairs where they 
are infinitely concerned, O 
all-knowing God, thou art 
my witntfs. 

I have not been filcnt 
about, or fecreted in my own 
breaff, juft fentiments of thy 
mercy and boundlefs benigni¬ 
ty : the perfeft certainty of 
every thing thou haft pro- 
nil fed, and the nature and 
conditions of falvation I have 
reprefcnted in the plained 
terms: 1 have not fuppreffed, 
or removed out of the proper 
point of view, thy difintcre- 
jffed and unmerited bene¬ 
ficence, nor thy fteady and 
inviolable faithfulneft, when¬ 
ever I have fpoken to our 
afiemblcd entire nation. 

Do not thou confine or 
reftrain, I befeech thee hea¬ 
venly Father, thy peculiar 
indulgence and tendered pity 
from me *, let thine abun¬ 
dant extraordinary benevo¬ 
lence and thy truth conti¬ 
nually guard me from ene¬ 
mies dangers and calamities. 

For the greateft number 
and variety of pernicious mif- 
chiefs have threatened and 
furrounded me: the painful 

effects 


to. I have not 
hid thy righteouf- 
nefa within my 
heart, I have de¬ 
clared thy faithful- 
nefs and thy falva- 
tion: I have not 
concealed thy lov- 
ing-kindnefs, and 
thy truth from the 
great congregation! 


it. Witho'd not 
thou tliv tender mer¬ 
cies from me, O 
Lord, ler thy lov¬ 
ing kirdnels and 

o 

thv truth cor tinually 
preferve me. 


i 2. For innume¬ 
rable evil a have com¬ 
pared me a hour ; 
mine iniquities have 
taken held ujon me, 

fo 
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73 


fo thnt I am not able 
to k>ok Up: they are 

more than the hairs 
of mine head, there¬ 
fore my heart faileth 
me. 



effects remembrance and cor- Sect. 32; 
reftions of mv former inad- „ 

, . r • Psalm 

vertencies and mifcamages xI 

have purfued and overtaken 

me, lb that I may not, I 

cannot, look up with freedom 

and boldnefs to confront mine 

adverfaries: as the hairs of : 

my head for number, thefe 

laft prevail fo both in weight 

and multitude that mv heart 

* _ 

and ftrength have quite for- 
fajeen me. 


13. Pc plea fed, O 
LoRD,todeliverme: 
O Lord, make halie 
io help me. 


( I. Let them be 
aihamed and con¬ 
founded together, 
that feek after my 
foul to deflroy it: 
let them be driven 
backward, and put 
to fhanie that wifh 
me evil. 


Be thou fo gracious, Al-13 
mighty God, to ranfom me 
from thefe punifhments and 
miferies: they are extremely 
heavy, blefled God, be thou 
fpeedv and inftant in vouch- 
iafingafli(lance and fupport. 

Through the tedious de- *<• 
lays or total frullration of 
their hopes, make one as well 
as another, even all of them 
without exception, afhamed 
difappo ; nted; and like a matt 
when digging, in utter con- 
fufion to hang down their 
heads and hide their faces, 
whoareintentandinduftrious, 
as a razor fhaveth the head 


or beard: to take away my 
life, from the llations they 
are at prefent in, remove them 
to lower ones: to their entire 
difgrace render them for ever 

inca- 


1 
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# 

Sect. 32. incapable of bearing any 

honourable poft; whofe hieh- 

Psalm A , c 0 

lx. 14. plealure it was to give me 

the greateft pain, and my 
irrecoverable ruin the fixed 
©bjeft of their mod eager 
wifhes. 

t c As trees fcorched with the 1 ? 


‘5 


1 5- Let them he 

eaft-wind or blafted with ' de !i oI r te h ^ or « a re * 

lightning, as Cities or coun- that fay unto me, 
tries wholly defolate and un- Aha, aha. 
inhabited let them be ftript 
of all comforts and enjoy¬ 
ments, as the natural inevi¬ 
table confcquence of their 
disappointed abafhed hopes; 
who exprefs their tranfports 
of joy over my extremity of 
mifery, crying out, ’tis well 
done ! fo would we havt it! 

- On the other hand, let all >6- Let all thofe 

men who feek thy favour as . tliat ^ ee ! c , the f’ re ' 
their chief good, and fteadily thce: ]et fl f ch as 
endeavour by an uniform love thy falvation 
virtue to pleafe and ftrve fa y continually, the 

thee, have abundant occafion LoRD be ma S nified - 
of the higheft pleafure and 
exulting mirth from thy con- 
ftant regard ftiewed to them: 
let thofe who are delighted 
in fuch falvations and de¬ 
liverances from injury and 
violence as thou haft vouch- 

fafed, 

A 

0 Fenwick interprets, they fhall be amazed to find their 
reward is only fhame and confufion. 


16. Let all thofe 
that feek thee, re¬ 
joice and be glad in 
thee: let fuch as 
love thy falvation 
fay continually, the 
Lord be magnified. 
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1 7. But I am poor 
and needy, yet the 
Lord thinketh up¬ 
on me : thou art my 
help and my de¬ 
liverer, make no tar¬ 
rying, Ojny God. 


fafed, ever openly declare,— Sect. 32* 
letGod be honoured and ador- 
ed for all inftances of fo juft 
and merciful an interpofition. 

But in my low condition, 17 
heavy adverfuy and extreme 
want of fuccour, the moft 
high God and fupportof the 
univerfe forms a juft eftimate 
of all matters, and has a re¬ 
gard and value for me: thou 
art my fupport flielter and 
fafety from dangers and ca¬ 
lamities, do not defer to 
make this appear, and a£ty- 
ally deliver me, O my king 
and my God. 


PSALM XLI. SECT. XXXIII. 


ffhe benefit and recompence of charity and mercy. 
Divine compaffion implored, and the inhumanity 
and vile calumnies of enemies complained of: 
particularly , the ingratitude and perfidy of a 
profeffed friend. A requeft that he may , and 
hopes conceived that he floall be able to give due 
chaftifement to his adverfaries , and all proper 
acknowledgments to a kind providence . An hymn 
or ode compofed by David [on occafion of afflic¬ 
tion ., and fome fuppofe more efpecially Abfalom\t 
rebellion ] and committed to the mafter of mufick . 


Psalm xli. 1. 


B lessed is he 

that confidereth 
the poor : the Lord 
will d eliver him in 

time of trouble. 


Psalm xli. 1. 

I N the right way, and f 
truly worthy of efteem 
and imitation is that hu- x y u 1# 

mane 




j6 A Parathrase 

Sect. 33. mane good man, who is not 

^ p7a lm * nc ^ nec ^ to cen fbre and a- 
all 1. bandon his fellow creatures 

on account of their calamities 


cn the 


difeafes or misfortunes-, but 
fedately to weigh, thorough¬ 
ly effectually confider, and 
to the utmoft: of his power 
adminifter comfort and fup- 
port to the diflrefftd pained 
or indigent: the God and 
father of mercies fhall either 


preferve him from dangers 
and . troubles, or contrive a 
way for his efcape from the 
moll imminent of them. 


2 As the efpecial charge of 

his mod vigilant providence 

the Loro will take care that 

■ * 

he (hall have fupplies and not 
be hurt; when publick ca-. 
lamities or epidemical diff 
orders lay walte the founda¬ 
tion of all bleflings even life 
itfelf,' he will keep him alive 
in this or, remove him to a 


2. The Lord will 
preferve him, and 
keep him alive, and 
he fhall be blefTed 
upon the earth ; and 

thou wilt not delii r er 

■ 

him into the will of 
his enemies. 


better world-, lb that he fhall 
never finally perifh: mod 
probably he fhall enjoy af¬ 
fluent cifcurnftances, and be 
in all refpedts happy in the 
country where he is fituated: 
and he may pray, and upon 
rational grounds hope that 
thou wilt, pot put him in the 
power, or leave him to the 

“ / , j *9 < * 
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The Lord will 
flrengthen him upon 
the bed oflanguilh- 
ing: thou wilt make 
all his bed in his 
iicknefs. 


4. I faid. Lord, 
be merciful unto me; 
heal my foul, for I 
have finned againft 
ihee. 


5. Mine enemies 

fptak evil of me: 
when (hall he die. 
ajiU his name porilli ? 


luft of his mercilefs ene- Sect. 33 



mies. 

The good God who af- 
flifts not willingly nor grieves 
the children of men, fhould 
the liberal bountiful man be 
exercifed with lingring dif- 
orders or corroding grief, will 
bring to his mind peculiar 
fupports and conlolations: 4s 
a moft iudulgent pitying 
friend, through all the decays 
of nature and ftages of his 
difeafe he will apply all proper 
expedients to render his fick- 
bed eafv, or at lead tolerable. 

Under peculiar diftrefles, 4 
hoping that my ready kind- 
nels to fellow-creatures might 
recommend me to our com¬ 
mon good parent I addrefied 
him as follows. Eternal God, 
do not treat me with rigour 


of juftice but with the ten¬ 
dered pity; in a moral fenle 
cure me, redore my guilty 
mind, and ceafe to punidi 
my fins: for though, I have 
I own committed them, yet 
I am truly fenfible of the 
wrong I did and fincerely 
penitent for doing it. 

The hatred and malice of £ 
mine enemies is obdinate and 
inflexible to a degree that mi- 


fery icfelf cannot foften them ; 

and 
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Sect. 33. and fo far from expreffing the 



lead regard or pity to my mod 
grievous pain they wifh it 
heightened; faying, when 
fhall the world be rid of this 


intolerable nuifance, and his 
very name be branded with 
infamy or buried in entire 
oblivion. 



6 And if one of this malig- 6 . And if he come 

nant fraternity vouchfafe me t0 / ee me ' ' 

. cr r ry i eth vanity; his heart 

a vifit of feem mg refpedt and g ar hereth iniquity ta 
friendfhip, at the fame time he goeth 

that he is exceflive in his pro- abroad, he telleth it. 

feffions of an entire regard 
and condolence; he will be 
picking up materials, making 
invidious obfervations, and 
inventing downright calum¬ 
nies, that moment he is gone 
out of my doors, to publifh 
in order to render me odious 


or ridiculous. 

7 To prevent the difeovery, 7 * diat ^ ate 
thofe who are indifferent to I ? e% wh . l *P er t0 2 e ’ 

, . . . . tner againlt me: a- 

me, or rather who herd with gainft me do they 

mine enemies, by indirect deviie my hurt. 

hints and muttering half- 

fpeeches, communicate their 

fecret defigns : they contrive 

with an extreme art and cun¬ 


ning how moft effedlually to 
prejudice my affairs. 

8 If they imagine they have 8 * * An , evi * ^ 

Obtained any extraordinary eth ’U umo him.: 

advan- and 


d Some underftand by evil difeafe a plague or peftilence; 
and the latter claufe as a proverbial expreflion for any kind 

of 
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and now that he advantage they are folicitous Sect ^: 
lierh, he fhall rife to improve it to the Utmoftj 
up no more. with all exaggerations de- x ^ y 

daring—a thing 'df Belial, 
a milchieVous flander or a 
grievous punifhment,fuch as 
is due to the wicked and pro¬ 
fligate now fets fall in, flicks 
clofe to him: his diflrefs is 
of fuch a nature, or his crimes 
are fo notorious that it is im- 
poffible he fhould efcape; he 
is at laft down, confined to 
his houfe and incapable of 
defending himfelf; therefore 
may be confidered as truly 
dead, for he cannot recover 
his health, and if he could, 
never his reputation and 
• credit. 


9. Yea, mine own 
familiar friend in 
whom [ trailed, 
which did c eat of 

my 


Where it was inevitable 9 
and honourable to be unre- 
ferved and unguarded, and 

which 


of compleat rnin. Mudge, what is meant by a curfed or 
devilijb thing, fomething not to be accounted for in a na¬ 
tural way. 

c 7 0 eat bread together, feems to have been conlidered in 
the carlielt ages as a token of friendfhip and confidence, 
like wife to eat fait : fo that Hejychius very juflly ftyles tranf 
grejfing the table a phrafe of the fame import with violating 
the laws of friendjhip and hofpitality. Par. Jamb. ap. Orig * 

L. II. p. 74. 

The following lines may entertain the poetick reader. 

He that's ungrateful has no guilt but one. 

All other crimes may pafs for virtues in him. 


All 




A Paraphrase on the 



S*ct. 33. which cannot but give the 

deepeft wounds, the man of 
my peace, connected with me 
by all ties that ought to be 
held facred, and entirely con¬ 
fided in, obliged fupported 
by mej hath kicked me with 
the greateft violence, a£ted 
moft ungratefully and trea- 
cheroufly, taken part with 
my enemies, and perfidioufly 
confpired and almoft effected 
my ruin. 

Bur, thou impartial and 
moft gracious God, haft in 
the utmoft abomination fuch 

infidelity and atrocious vil- 

«» 

lany, and do thou compal- 

fionate 


10 


my bread, hath lift 
up his Jjecl againft 

me. 


10. But thou, O 

Lord, be merciful 

unto Die, and mile 

me up, that 1 may 

1 rcauitc them. 

* 



All fhou'd unite to punifh the ungrateful, 

Ingratitude is treafon to mankind. 

Is not the bread thou eat'il, the robe thou wear’ll. 
Thy wealth and honours, all the pure indulgence 
Of him thou wouldft deltroy ? 

And would his creature, nay his friend betray him? 
Why then no bond is left on human kind; 

Dillrufts, debates, immortal flrifes enfue ; 

Children may murder parents, wives their hufband? , 
All mull be wars, rapine and dellruiflion 
When trull and gratitude no longer bind. 

Where honey-fuckles ripen'd by the fun. 

Forbid the fun to enter; like favourites 

Made proud like princes, that advance your pride 

Againft the power that bred it. 

f Some interpret this, David having declared again ft all 
perfonal revenge or retaliation of injuries, p/ol.v ii. 4 5. 
1 Jhall requite their injuries with good turns, repay them <juit& 
other wife than they have defer v. a. 



Book of Psalms. 


Si 


ii. By this I know 

that thou favoured 
me, Uecaule mine 
enemy cloth not tri- 
uiuph over me. 


\2. And ns for 
me, thou uphold eft 
me in mine integri¬ 
ty, and let ted me 
before thy face for 
ever. 


15. fi Elefted be 
the Lord God of 
L rat-1, from ever- 


lailinjr. 


fionate me, who am other- jSect. 33, 
wife likely to be undone 

J . i J Psalm 

them: entertain a tender xli 1Q 
feeling fenfe of thefe grofs 
injuries and bafeft ufage, and 
enable me to adt the (upreme 
magiftrate and adminifter 
perledl juftice. 

By this I fhall effedtually 1*; 

know, proper fruits and ex¬ 
periences will fully convince 
me, that thou beared: me the 
greateft good will, haft a 
moft affedtionate regard for 
me ; when 1 am obliged with 
this teftimony in my favour, 
that my enemy is not fuffered 
to accomplifh his defigns and 
triumph in my deftrudlion. 

And fhall have frefh oc- 12 

cafion to efteem rnvfelf one 

* 

of that happy number, whom 
by peculiar firm fupports, and 
as the refult of an inflexible 
virtue thou preferveft from 
falling*, thy favourable re¬ 
gard eftablifheth me in con- 
ftant health and fufety, in 
perpetual vigour and pro- 
fperity. 

On this particular account, *3 
and as a tribute moft richly 
due for his unnumbered 


6 According to the ancient divifion of the pfalter into 
fv_* part* this doAology concludes the fiiil. 


Vo:.. 1H. 


G 


mercies, 
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Sect. 33. mercies; let Ifrael’sjE HOVAH lading, and to ever- 

and guardian, as eminently laftin S» Amen and 

' diftinguiflied from all other ameIU 
gods be had in the higheft 
veneration, and univerfally 
celebrated froirf this age and 
generation forward through¬ 
out all periods of time and 
through a boundlefs eternity. 

With my whole heart I fay 
amen, fo be it, and ever will 
wilh and pray it. 


PSALM XLII. SECT. XXXIV. 

Complaints of abfence from publick religious folem- 
nities. Encouragement grounded in the divine 
goodnefs of being rejlored to them , and the ene¬ 
mies'* s reproaches ceajing. An ode or hymn directed 
for the chief mufician , to be performed by the fens 
of Korah to the tune Mafchil : occajioned , as is 
Juppofed , by AblalomV confpiracy and rebellion . 
2 Sam. xv. 10—13. &c. 


Psalm xlii. 1. 


Sect. 34. 



Psalm 
xlii. 1. 


A Moft bitter ingredient 
of my present adverfity 
is that I am debarred publick 

worfliip: 


Psalm xlii. 1. 


A S t lie 1 hart 
pameth after 
the water-brooks, fo 
panteth my foul af- 
4 er thee, O God. 


By fons of Korah , Mudge underftands a college or focie- 
ty of muficians called fo from Korah the fird founder or pre¬ 
fid ent of it. Hammond\ the poderity of Cor eh , the fon of 
Heman , 1 Chron. xxv. 4. ftiled He man the finger, 1 Chron . 
vi. 33. who came from Elk&nah , A fir, Abiafiaph , ver. ^6, 37- 
three of the poderity of Cor eh. fixed, vi. 24. and 1 Chron. 
vi. 22. 31. and were not flain. Numb. xxvi. 1 1. 

i Though thefe beads are faid impatiently to defire water 
when they happen to have eaten vipers, to be wounded, 

i’ome 
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vvorfhip: I am impatient of Sect. 34. 
the reftraint. As the poiloned 
or wounded hart, the fmit- 
ten hunted deer in the vio¬ 
lence ot irs infiamed thirft, 

pants cries or brays for Ca¬ 
nals or rivers or water; fo 
intent earneft and dillatisfied 
is my mind, to have oppor¬ 
tunity of again attending the 
offices of iocial homage and 
fervice. 

2. My fQulthirfteth With all my faculties and 2 
for God, for the liv- mod devout affe&ions I moll 
mg God: when fliall earneff ly defire, to exprefs the 

before God. ^ enfe ai ? d regard 1 have for 

the divine excellence; even 
for the Infinite Creator’s fu- 
preme perfection as contra- 
diftinguifhed from all heathen 
idols: when fhall that happy 
day come, and 1 again appear 
the object of his regard, by 
having leave to converfe with 
admire and revere him in his 
tabernacle. 


3. My tears have 
been my meat day 
and night, while 
they continually fay 
unto nie, where is 
thy God ? 


As others at the regular $ 
and conftant return of the 
appointed times, fupply their 
bodily appetites with refrefii- 
ing food; fo have my fad 
G 2 meals 


fomefuppofe all that is here intended is the mournful noife 
they are obferved to make when they feed in a dry and 
parched wildernefs, and can find no water; fuch as David 
wai at this time in; therefore to be a proper emblem of 
his ucilitme forlorn condition. 




A Paraphrase on the 

ft 



4 


Sect. 34. meals of mourning and la- 

mentation kept their conti¬ 
nual courfe: whilft I am per¬ 
petually reproached on the 
fco re of my re 1 igion, and 
they never fail to enquire, 
what are your profeffions or 
expedlations come to, where 
is your God ? can he not 
help or has he forfaken you? 

Now when I refled on the 
impious taunts of thefe cruel 
men, and my own deplorable 
condition, I am greatly af¬ 
flicted and difturbed •, almoft 
overcome with grief and con¬ 
cern : efpecially when I con- 
fider how much better and 
happier it was once with me: 
for I ufed formerly not only 
to go with the multitude to 
the houfe of God, but to be 
the perfon who chiefly en¬ 
couraged and put forward 
the reft, and carried them 
along with me : thev accom- 

O * 

panied me in great numbers 
with a becoming folemnity, 
and with praifes and accla¬ 
mations. 


4. When T re¬ 
member thefe//£/>/£/, 
I k poured out my 
foul in me; for I 
had gone with the 
multitude, I went 
with them to the 
houfe of God ; with 
the voice of joy and 
praife, with a mul¬ 
titude that kept 
holy-day. 


Where 


k /poured out , &:c. I let loofs the reins of paiJion, gave 
up myfelf to inconfolable grief': the proceflion to the feaft 
had been a moft joyful orre. The Je-wj are faid to have 
reckoned this journey they undertook to ferve God a plea- 
fure and kind of fellivity, terming idolatrous feafts TN a 
fadnefs which Tacitus fmanly retorts upon them. Rm&gxI 
latos fejiofque ritus babe ns , fludcei trifles firdido^ue. 



Book of Psalms. 



5. Why art thou 
cnil down, O my 
loul ? and why art 
thou difquieted in 
me ? hope thou in 
GoJ, for I (hall yet 
praife him for the 1 

help of his counte¬ 
nance. 


Wherefore is the fcene Sect . 34. 
changed, and weak man, with ^ f 
this change thy thoughts ^ ^ 
altered to fuch a degree of 
uneafinefs and agitation, and 
thy fpirits quite dejedted? 
though exercifed with fome 
delays do thou fhill hope, 
patiently wait and in the way 
of virtue earneftly defire help 
of Almighty God : after all, 

I fliall have occafion to cele¬ 
brate his perfection for the 
falvation of his face, or the 
fuccefs and deliverance with 


6. O my God, my 
foul is call down 
within me : there¬ 
fore will 1 remember 
thee from the land 
of m fordan and 
of the Hermonites, 
from the hill Mizer. 


which his prefence and regard 
favour me. 

O my God and Father, I 6 
am extremely caft down, and 
in this flute of exile betwixt 
Jordan and Hermon , all I 
have to comfort myfelf with 
is the remembrance of thofe 
great things thou didft for¬ 
merly for thy people here: 
and that thy Omnipotence 
and providence extend to 
every place; are commenfu- 
rate to all the neceflities of 

G 3 thy 


1 Literally, falwation of his face y or favour: which 
Fenwick renders, an help before ?ue y or always at hand. 
Madge he that enables me to hold up my face : — 

m Hermofiy a high hill on the other fide of fordan on the 
eaft, Mizar probably a mountain bordering on Soar , then 
the country betwixt thefe may denote the whole land 
David traverfed in the exile which is underftood to have 

occalioned this pfalm. 
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Sect. 34. thy fervants be they ever fo 

prefiine; and extraordinary. 

xlii. 6 *7. Never lurely were any per¬ 
forms greater or more preffing * 
for as at a certain fignal, one 
heavy calamity feems to lead 
on and urge forward another in 
an uninterrupted fuccefilon, 
with increafing violence to af- 
fault this my expofcd and fhak- 
en bark oflife: as raging waves 
or roaring torrents, all man¬ 
ner of afflidtions and tribu¬ 
lations feem to have fallen 
upon me with their united 

force 


7. * Deep calJeth 
unto deep at the 
no:fe of thy water 
fpouts: all thy waves 
and thy billows are 
gone over me. 


* Literally, the Jeep, refer voir, ah\fs, cr chews caUcth to the. 
Jeep, &X.— Water-fpouts, the word fotnetimes denotes large 
tubes formed out of a thick cloud, wihin which the air 
and water are pot into a violent motion, and consequently 
mud make a great node at fea. See Mott. Ab. Phi/of. 
c Irartfa£l . p. 2io — 1 5. and fometimes fubterraneous paf- 
fages cut like tubes or canals through hills or rocks, cn 
which forts or caftles flood above to afford a communica¬ 
tion with towns beneath, Jofeph . L VII. C 3. Pohb. Ed. 
Cafciub. v. 1. p. $78. An anonymous writer underltands 
by them any lefler channel whereby water is conveyed, 
and here thofe fecret pipes or pajfages under the earth, 
whereby one fea communicates with another, and whereby 
the circulation of waters in the body of this globe is per¬ 
formed. And the pfaintijl by the feveral iens, or great 
waters as calling or conveying intelligence to o:ie another 
by means of the fa water pipes, to reprefent in a poetick 
manner one heavy affliction or calamity provoking or 
joining another. Hammond interprets the paflage as alluding 
to the deluge, w'hcrein the abyfs above by its water-fpouts 
as it were called to the abyfs below, and the collifions and 
rollings of both together palled over him. Mudge reckons, 
he is conlidering himfclf as nt the bottom of the ocean 
overwhelmed by all its waves, oV.— 
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8. Ttt the Lord 
will command his 
loving kindnefs in 
the day-time, and 
in the night his fong 
Jhall be with me, and 
my prayer unto the 
God of my life. 


9. I will fay unto 
God my rock, why 
hall thou forgotten 
me? why go I mourn¬ 
ing becaufe of the 
oppreflion of the 
enemy. 


force and greateft weight, fo Se 
as almoft to overwhelm me. 

Notwithftandlng it hath 
pleafed the Almighty thus to 
deal with me, yet every day 
I have received, a,nd every 
night exprefied my acknow¬ 
ledgments of his mercies, 
that my life and reafon are 
continued to enable me to do 
either: I never am unmind¬ 
ful that in Go,?. -I live move 
and have my being: my fong, 
my hope and prayer are ftill 
direfted to him as my pre- 
ierver and benefadlor, with a 
fenfe of depen dance, and of 
gratitude for multiplied fa^ 
vours amidft multiplied afr 
fliftions and difficulties. 

As with a faithful friend 9 
and good father, not adver- 
fary, in all my griefs I thus 
tenderly expoftulate with a 
moft gracious God; thou 
art my refuge and only fup- 
port, to whom I have con¬ 
stant recourfe and in v/hofe 
power it is always to defend 
me: why in circumftances of 
the greateft exigency, does 
thy providence difregard as if 
thy thoughts and care were 
not employed about, or thou 
hadft to all purpofes forgot¬ 
ten me ? why is my de- 

G ^ plorablc* 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect 34.p]orable condition like that 


or a difconfolare mourner, 
through the me mics uncon¬ 
trolled opprcflion and mod 
violent perfecution ? 



10 As a fword which had 
transfixed my body, or a 
wound with the fatal weapon 
remaining in and inflaming 
it, I feel to my very vitals 
the deadly ftrokes of malice 
and calumny : neither is it 
poflible for mine enemies to 
cut deeper or more afflidt and 
diftrefs me, than when they 
enquire, what better is he for 
his religion ? and it is in 
every mouth, he pretended 
that God was his helper, but 
whence does it appear now 
he is in the greatest necefTity 
and mifery and yet meets 
with no. fuccour ? 

11 Neverthelefs I do again 
repeat it, and it is the burden 
of my fong, wherefore O my 
deprefled mind, doft thou 
give way to anxious gloomy 
thoughts? fix thy hopes in 
heaven and virtue ^ and make 
thyfelf certain, that the fame 
God who by fome means has 

always 


io As with a 
fword in my bones, 
mine enemies re¬ 
proach me : while 
they fay daily unto 
me, where is thy 
God? 


11 . Why art thou 
cart down, O my 
foul ? and why arc 
thou diU]uieted with* 
in me ? hope thou in 
God, for I ihall yet 
praife him, nvbo is 
the health of my 
countenance and my 
God. 


My countenance , at the 9 ver. is read his countenance 
agreeable to the Ckald. Paraph, but different from all the 
other ancient verfions, therefore mod probably lliould be 
the fame in both places. 
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always relieved, has never Sect , 34. 
yet fuffered thee to be quite 
overpowered; will vouchfafe x i^ j u 
thy perfonal prefence wher¬ 
ever it fhall be, his peculiar 
protection, and crown thine 
arms with victory, for his 
glory and the good of man¬ 
kind. 


PSALM XLIII. 

* 

An appeal to God for juftice. The behaviour 
and character of fome men. Complaint of delays 
of vindication . Prayer to be reftored to the 

folemnities of publick worjhip . Hopes exprejfed 
that it Jhallbe anfwered . Probably a fupplement 
to, or penned upon the fame occafion with the 
former . 


P S A L M xliii. I . 

J UDGE me, O 
God, and plead 
iny caufe againft an 
ungodly nation ; O 
deliver me from the 
deceitful and unjuft 
man. 


Psalm 
■ • • 

wi. i. 


Psalm xliii. r. 

T HOU perfectly knows, Sect. 34. 

unerring judge, how ' 
wrongfully I am dealt withal, 
neither can itdootherwife than 
difpleafe thee, O mod righ¬ 
teous God ; as a faithful ge¬ 
nerous advocate, according 
to rules of invariable equity 
ftand up in my defence; de¬ 
termine in my favour againft 
a people who are by no means 
objeCts of thy regard, nor 
governed by thy laws: more 
particularly, I befeech thee 
to preferve me from the un¬ 
dermining. 



g6 
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SdcT. 34. dermining man, and unfuf- 

pected in his hidden trains; 
and from 

concealed hypocrite; who 
mean either unawares to fur- 


P 3 ALM 
xliii. 1. 


the drffembling 


prize, or under fpecious pre¬ 
texts to perform the gfeateft 
mifchiefs. 

z Thy perfection and pro¬ 
vidence are the only grounds 
whereon all my ftrengch and 
hopes of deliverance or fuc- 
cefles reft; be pleafed then 
to lignify for what reafons as 
if I had fome way highly 
offended, I appear removed 
at the greateft diftance from 
any regards of thefe. On 
what account, like a black 
and clouded iky, are my 
thoughts gloomy and me¬ 
lancholy, my circumftances 
diftrefled, and my life truly 
miferable, through the heavy 
exactions or hard conftraints 
the enemy hath laid me 
under? 

3 I moft humbly befeech 
thee, by fome fignal difplays 
of thy certain regard and real 
faithfulnefs, do thou manifeft 
that thou defigneft me favour 
and that I am under thy pro¬ 
tection : vouchfafe me thy 
conduct, and open a way for 
my peaceable fettlement in 

the 


2. For thou art 
the God of my 
flrength, why dolt 
thou caff me off? 
why go I mourning 
becaufe of the op- 
preflioD of the ene¬ 
my ? 


3. O fend out thy 
light and thy truth; 
let them lead me, 
let them bring me 
unto thy holy hill* 
and to thy tabei- 
nacles. 




4. Then will T go 
unto the altar of 
God, unto God my 
c exceedingjoy :yea, 
upon the d harp will 
J praife thee, O God, 
my God, 


5. Why art thou 
call down, O my 
foul ? and why art 
thou difquicted with¬ 
in 


u/ Psalms. 91 

the facred reft of mount Zion: SECT.34. 
even in the bleffed tabernacles 
which thou haft gracioufly 
pitched for thy worlhip here 
below. 

At that wifhed-for period,4 
as having obtained the full 
of my defires, in order to pay 
my vows I will mod devout¬ 
ly approach Go d’s holy altar; 
and there offer facrifices and 
the fincereft thankfgivings 
unto him, as the. foie author 
of my fafety, of my entire 
fatisfadtion and exulting ac¬ 
clamations : Yea, O thou go- 
vernour of all worlds, and in 
particular, my preferyer and 
benefaftor, I will ftrike fkil- 
fully the warbling lyre, mod 
melodioufly to celebrate thy 
bounty and goodnefs. 

O my unfteady frail mind, 5 
whence docs it proceed that 
thou art thus folemn and 

over- 


8 The LXX. Syr , lat. Arab and jEthicp* render. God 
that makeib merry my youth, and only the Chald . from whom 
is the joy of my exultation. b'J in the Arabs fignifie9 a 
f.oriii nvellgrown youth. And the words will bear the in¬ 
terpretation, that through the whole courfe of David's life 
from his youth up God had always been the author of joy 
tn him. The Englijh margin read*, God the gladncfi of my 
jij, i. e. the great caufe of all my rejoicing, or who hath 
often turned my forrow into gladnefs. 

d Hcfychius obferves that the harp was a mournful in- 
firument among the Greeks ; but with the Jews it was cer- 
1 -sidy ufed for expreiling joyfulnefs. 
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S^ct. 34 -overcaft? and wherefore the 

multitude of thy troubled 
thoughts, like fo many foam¬ 
ing billows, in fuch violence 
of commotion and agitation ? 
though affairs at prefent are 
ftrangely perplexed and un¬ 
fettled, yet patiently expeft 
and earneftly defire kind 
heaven’s fovceign help: and 
ere long I fhall acknowledge 
a recent fignal deliverance*, 
and adore the Almighty as 
perfe&ly worthy of my molt 
faithful fervice and abfolute 
confidence. 


on the 

in me? hope in God, 
for I (hull ytt praife 
him, ( ix ho is the 
health of my coun¬ 
tenance and my God. 


PSALM XLIV. SECT. XXXV. 

Ancient memorable fafts in favour of the Ifraelites. 
The Almighty the author of them , and a re¬ 
ligious truft the condition . The fame truft pro- 
fcffed, nevertbelefs fcenes changed , and the 
heaviejt afflictions complained of. The occafion , 
fuppofed by fome , to be the diftreffed ftate of 
affairs in Saul and Eli’j time-, others, in He- 
zekiah’j from an A (Tyrian invafion and Rab- 
fhaketh’d blafphemous meffage. — To the chief 
mufician , for the fons of Korah, to the time 
Mafchtf. 


Sect.35 

Psalm 



xlv. i. 


Psalm xliv. i. 

F rom our early child¬ 
hood upwards, O Eter¬ 
nal and Almighty God, we 

have 


Psalm xliv. 1. 
TI/E have heard 

VV with our ears, 
O God, our fathers 
have told uj what 

Vi ork 
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v'ork thou did Cl in have very frequently heard, 
their thiys, in the indeed our parents and in¬ 
time of old. ftru&ors have made it their 

bufinefs to relate to us, the 




Psalm 
xxxliv. l. 

A 


hiftory of thy mighty deeds, 
which had fallen within their 


own age and memory: and 
to trace back accounts of 


2. Hew thou didft 
drive out the heath¬ 
en with thy hand, 
and planiedll them ; 
* how thou didlt af- 
flift the people, and 
call them out. 


3. For they got 
not the land in pol- 
feflion by their own 
fword, neither did 
their own arm Cave 
them: but thy right 
hand, and thine arm, 

and 


them through diftant periods 
to the remoteft antiquity. 

Particularly, by what dif- 2 
ferent fteps and regular feries 
of events in thine amazing 
providence, thy foie Wifdom 
and Omnipotence difpolTefred 
the feven heathen nations, 
the former inhabitants; as a 
tranfplanted vine to fettle our 
anceftors in this pleafant fer¬ 
tile country: previous to 
this, what calamities and vari¬ 
ous complicated miseries thou 
didft inflift upon their har¬ 
dened cruel oppreflors, to 
procure their releafe from a 
moft tedious heavy bondage. 

For it is very evident, they } 
ftript not others of their pro¬ 
perty, nor obtained the per¬ 
petual inheritance of this in¬ 
valuable land, by their own. 
military fkill and activity; 

but 


c Hammond renders, thou haft afflicted the nation the 
-&gyPtians y and thou haft fent them oat the Ifraeliteb by thy 
Mnd; manumitted, fet them at liberty. 
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Sect. 35. but as the ordinary means of 

human fuccefs are warlike 
^Psalm j n ft rurnen ts, and a ftrong 

hand to wield them; a finewy 
fhouldcr, a fixed attention 


and the f light of 

thy countenance, be- 
caufe thou hacft z 
favour unto them. 


and conftant prefence, fo were 
they principally indebted to 
their grand dependance: to 
thy power effe&ually exerted, 
and attual animating pre¬ 
fence; becaufe thou waft 


kindly affefted to, hadft a 
peculiar favour and regard 
for them to be the repofitaries 
of religious truth aniidft fur- 
rounding idolaters, 

4 It was their prevailing fen- 
timent and common ltyle; 
and the fame manner of ex- 
preffing ourfelves refpedting 


4. Thou art my 
king, O God, com¬ 
mand deliverances 

■ 

for Jacob. 


ournational privileges,hasde- 
feended through all fuccelTive 
generations to us of the pre¬ 
fen t day, viz. thou art our 


law-giver and governour; in 


all emergencies, eternal God, 
we confult and requeft of 
thee alone to direft to mea- 


fures and fucceed them, for 
the deliverance of the pofte- 
rity of thy ancient faithful 
fervant Jacob. 

By 


f Light of thy countenance, literally, light of thy faces, 
fomc interpret the majeftick prefence of God, ihe light 
fhining cloud or Ihekinah. 



t;. Through thee 
will we pufh down 
our enemies; thro* 
ihy name will we 
tread them under 
that rife up againft: 

it. 


6 . For I will not 
E trull in my bow, 
neither fhall my 
fword fave me. 
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By rpeans of following Sect. 35, 
thine inftruftions and relying 
upon thy providence, we as x ^ v> ^ 
well as our forefathers have 
always hoped, that like a 
bullock of fuperior ftrength 
his rival among the herds, we 
fhould be able whenever we 
were attacked to repulfe our 
enemies : that by the vigour 
thy expe&ed efficacious in¬ 
fluence infpires, as proftrated 
before us we Ihould trample 
upon, fubdueordeftroy them 
that rife up in arms againft us, 

I freely acknowledge that 6 
I do not, as by the ftrongeft 
bow, reckon myfelf fecure 
on account of my extraordi¬ 
nary power and large military 
preparations: neither do l 
expeft, as with a flaming 
fword which drains the blood, 
hews down, and cuts a way 

through 


6 This may refer to David s difpute wkh and vi&ory 
over the heavy armed giant Goliah , and be illuftrated by a 
fimilar event recorded by Strabo, viz. Pyr&clmes the jEto- 
Uan and Dogmenes the Epeian, who when the two armies 
were upon the point of engaging, agreed, as has frequently 
happened in later ages among our anccftors, to decide the 
affair by Angle combat. When Dogmenes being lightly 
armed and carrying only his bow, and Pyretchmes fjsr se 
tTQevcfot'Hf ren nrtipoLf Aj Qup with his fling ferip or fatchel 
of ftones. The iffue was that the fling carrying the Hone 
farther than the bow its arrow, Pyr/cchmcs flew his adver- 
f ary and gained the viftory. Sir ah, Gecgr. Edit. Amjlelcd. 
Ij. VUI. p. 54S. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 33. through the enemy, to be 

refcued from danger by an 
extreme vigour and full pre¬ 
fence of mind in the fcene of 



action, on the field of battle. 
y Our univerfal fenfe of de¬ 
liverance from enemies, dan¬ 
gers and troubles, violence 
and rapine, is that thou art 
the author of it; and by thy 
kind fuccours haft totally 
difappointed the hopes, and 
confounded the defigns of 
thole who were inclined to 


7. But thou haft 
faved us from our 
enemies, and haft 
put them to fhame 
that hated us. 


Ihew us no favour or mercy. 

S There was no day of our 
lives, nor any time of the 
day from evening to morn¬ 
ing, when in our happy cir- 
cumftances we did not with 


8 In God we 
boait all the day 
long: and h praife 
thy name for ever. 
Selah. 


united joyful hearts celebrate 
thy divine attributes andwon- 
derful works as moft illu- 


ftrious and glorious: and fet 
up memorials, or make grate¬ 
ful and publick acknowledg¬ 
ments of thy power and good- 
nefs; that we prayed might 
be continued throughout all 
ages and generations, even 
perpetuated through the re¬ 
volving periods of a bound- 
lefs eternity. 

9 v But changed feenes, and 
the difmal afpedt of our pre- 

ient 


q. But thou haft 
caft oft, and put us 
to fhame and goeft 

net 


h The Syria: renders., w fcavr pr.iijiA 
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forth with our .fent diftrefied affairs fill us Sect. 39. 


armies. 


to. Thou makeft 
us to * turn back 
from the enemy: 
and they which hate 
us fpoil for them- 
fclvcs. 


1 1. Thou haft 
given us like fheep 
appointed for meat: 

and 


with terrible apprehenfions: U T" V '"" P " 
indeed fads declare that 
dffenfive and highly difguft- 
ful to thee, thou haft rejected 
us: haft reduced us to a ftace 
oi the loweft contempt and 
difgrace: our faces if we 
could fhew them are full of 
fhame and confufion: thou 
goeft not forth as formerly 
like a riling fun, or victorious 
general to guide our marches, 
and lead on our troops to 
conqueft and triumph. 

Through the alas! fatal 10 
want of thy gracious prelence 
with the magnanimity and 
ardour it gave us, we are re- 
pulfed in battle: are worfted 
even entirely defeated, and 
forced to furrender ourfelves, 
or make precipitate retreats 
from the victorious enemy : 
the confequence is, they who 
have not the leaft regard for 
us plunder and rifle our fub- 
ftance at pleafure with im¬ 
punity. 

Thou who once was our i l 
good fhepherd, leading us in 
green paftures befide the ftiU 


1 Fetroagis nos retrorfum , thou tnakeji us to go hackwuarjl 
T'ti'fcvard: aa afi*al form of exprclfion to ftrengthen the 
ftntimcnt, / e. we go entirely backward. 

Vo l. HI. H waters* 



9* 


4 Paraphrase on the 


12 


Sect. 35. waters, now haft appointed or 

at leaft permitted that we are 
treated like (heep fold for 
common daughter: andasduft 
that is fcattered, or chaff bio w r> 
away with a tempeft, by our 
captivity haft difperfed us. 
among foreign people and 
heathen nations. 

As if thou had’ft utterly 
renounced all claim to, or 
future dominion over thy not 
long fince peculiar people ^ 
, they lie naked and expofed 
to become the cheapeft con- 
queft to every power that 
will only attack them: as 
articles in merchandizing, of 
fo little value that the trouble 
of bearing them off is reckon¬ 
ed a full equivalent, whoever 
pleafes may make flaves of 
us: there is no rate fet upon 
fuch abjedls, no advantage 
obtained by our mod cafy 
furrenders, nor any purpofe 
anfwered by our greateft 
miferies. 

13 It is not only all weight 
and influence that we are en¬ 
tirely diverted, of, but we are 

become 


and haftfeattered 

» 

amooz the heathea. 


12. Thou fellcit 
thy people for k 
nought, and doft not 
incrcafe thy <v:taltk 

by thek price. 


13. Thou makeft 
us a reproach to our 
neighbours, a fcorn 
and a derifion to 

them 


k Their being thu5 conquered by any forefgn power that 
fyould attack them, feems represented by an image rakea 
from merchandife, in which no price was fet upon matters 
of no ufe or worth, but every one that would have, freely 
canned them away. 
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them that are round 
about us. 


14. Thou makeft 

us a by-word among 
the heathen: afhak- 
ing of the head a- 
mong the people. 


15. My confufion 
is continually be¬ 
fore me, and the 
fhame of my face 
bath covered me. 


16. For the voice 
of him that re-* 
proacheth and blaf- 
pliemeth: by reafon 
of the enemy and 
avenger. 


become obnoxious to the ut-SecT. 3} 
moff indignity, and abfolute l ^' sa v ~" J 
contempt of the neigh- ^ t * 
bouring nations: a&ually 
proverbial for our reduced 
mean condition, and the com*- 
mon fcorn and ridicule of all 

around us. 

> 

When the provoking heath-14 
en reprefent com pleat wretch¬ 
ed nefs, poor forlorn Jews 
fupply the fable, fimilitude or 
companfon by which they 
exprefs it: and whenever the 
name is mentioned, foreigners, 
who are all perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with otir ftory, fhake 
their heads by way of indig¬ 
nity, utter difdain and ab¬ 
horrence. 

As if I was a peft of fi > 1 5 
ciety, notorious robber, or 
had committed fome capital 
crime; every returning day 
renews my dishonour and 
abafhed down-caft looks: the 
confufion of an exhaufted 
patience, or the calamity of 
hopes which fhall never be 
anfwered, quite overwhelms 


me. 

Particularly, my appear- *6 
ance and complexion bears 
the ftrongeft marks of an ex¬ 
treme inward diforder, on 
account of the horrid re- 
H 2 proaches 



MOO A ParaphrasC 

Sect. 3' proaches and mofl impious 

menaces of the lordly man 

Psalm ^ who treats us with fo- 
xuv. 16. : .1^ 

vereign contempt and defi¬ 
ance : thro’ hisinfult$,whoadts 
by no other meafures but 
thofe of his own refentments 
pride and paffions; and who 
-would not make the leaft 
fcruple in cool blood to take 
away our lives. 

17 All thefe evils and miferies, 
accumulated and grievous as 
they are, have befallen us by 
the allotment or permiflion 
of thy providence *, yet under 
the heavieft preffures of ad- 
verfity, and in the greateft 
hurry and confufion of our 
tumultuous paffions, we have 
not as if we were, difiatisfied 
with or weary of thy fervice, 
difcontinued or negledted 
thine homage: neither have 
we in any refpeft adted un- 
fuitably to the blefiings and 
privileges vouchfafed us in 
thy covenant. 

lg It cannot be charged up¬ 
on us, that we have defigned- 
ly and voluntarily engaged in 

courfes 



ty. All tbb jb 

come upon us; yet 
have we not forgot¬ 
ten thee, neither 
have we dealt falfely 
in thy covenant. 


lS. Onr heart is 
not turned 1 back, 
neither have our 
Heps declined from 
thy way. 


* Non recfffit retrorfum , batfe not recededbccbu.tird y a man¬ 
ner of exprefEon as has before been obfervcd, very fre¬ 
quently ufed to ftrengthen the femimenr, here to denote 
the contrary, 7. e. they had gone forward. 
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ioi 


19. m Though thou 
liaft fore broken us 
in the place of dra¬ 
gons, and covered us 
with the lhadow of 
death. 


to. Tf we have 
forgotten the name 
-of our God, or 
Jlretched out our 
'hands to a ftrange 

^od. 


courfes which contradift vir- Sect. 35* 
tue and true religion: neither 

1 1 i # *r Psalm 

has our habitual prevailing xViy lS> 
practice ftretched out beyond 
the way of duty, or turned 
afide from thy laws of holi- 
nefs after iniquity or idolatry. 

The fame as if all our limbs 19 
and bones were broken and 
fhattered, it is vifible to all 
the world that we are in the 
greateft diftrefs; difperfed 
into delblate barren parts; or 
threatened to be carried away 
captives to inhofpitabledreary 
defer tr: our condition is truly 
unhappy forlorn and com- 
mife.rable, next to the lhadow 
of death itfelf or utter de- 
ftrudlion. 

Yet under thefe extraordi- 20 
nary challifemcnts, and be¬ 
reaved of aU light and com¬ 
fort; .if we have not on aU 
occafions diftinguilhed our- 
felves as the faithful worfhip- 
pers of the ever-living and 
true God ; or once have fup- 
plicatcd or adored the idols 

H 3 and 


m Some render, ‘Though thou fhouldfl Jlrike vs down to the 
place of dragons , or even to hell ; yec Hill thy eye would 
follow us. Mudge underflands by place of dragons or ter¬ 
pen ts, under the earth } exprefTed afterwards by the fhadow 
of death and explained at ver 25. The image and meaning 
feem to be that they were to the utmoft degree humbled 
and diftrtfled, fo as to (kulk into holes, or creep along like 
ftrpentt that luk the duft rather than appear ana walk 
ercid as men. 




A Paraphrasi on the 


P s alm 
XlW. 20. 


21 


22 


Sect. 35. and daemons which ftrangers 

and foreigners pay divine 
homage to* 

Can we conceal this denyal 
of his being or infult to his 
fupremacy, that he Ihould 
not difcovcr and publifh it in 
full proportion ? it is certain 
we cannot, for he is perfectly 
acquainted with the inmoft 
receffes and profoundeft fe- 
crets of the heart and mind. 

It is not for our rebellion 
and apoftacy, nor yet for our 
prevarications and vices of 
any kind; but it is verily for 
our profeflion of true religion 
and fteady adherence to its 
laws, that we are perpetually 
expofed to rapine and vio¬ 
lence murders and maflacres: 
it is purely on this account 
that our enemies and per- 
fecutors confider us in no 
Other view than as lheep dei- 
tined for flaughter. 

Allow us to be aftefled 
with thefe calamitous fhock- 
ing feenes; and with all hu¬ 
mility to excite thy affettions 
X& be moved, and thy bound- 
lels power to be exerted in 
immediate vigorous aftion : 
thou art not, eternal God, a 
dumb and deaf idol, and why 
doft thou not then roufe thy 

juft 


?3 


21. Shall notGod 

fe^rch this out ? for 
he knoweth the fe- 
crets of the heart. 


22. Yea, for thv 
fake are we killed 
all the day long; ue 
are counted as lheep 
for the daughter. 


2;. Awake, why 

flcepeft thou, O 
Loro ? arife, caft us 
not olf for ever. 
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24. Wherefore 

hideft thou thy face? 
and forgettert our af- 
fliflion and our op- 
preilion? 


4 


25. For our foul 
is bowed down to 
the dufl; our belly 
cleaveth unto the 
eartji. 


juft vengeance from its feem- Sect 
inginienfibilityandprofound- 
eft flumbers ? our grievances 
and miferies never deep/ do 
thou fpeedily awake to re- 
drefs them, and do not appeal* 
to have totally and eterna-lly 
renounced and abandoned us. 

On what account haft thou 24 
fufpended, or doit thou with¬ 
draw thy effectual regard and 
the ufual influences of thy 
kind providence, as if thou 
faweft us not fo involved that 
we cannot extricate ourfelves ? 

And wherefore utterly ne. 
glefteft, as though thou did ft 
not remember the pathetick 
ftate of our heavy affliftions 
arid fqueezing violent oppref- 
fions, which from time to 
time we have prefumed to 
lay before thee. 

A fituation of affairs fo to- 25 
tally embarrafled and afmoft 
defperate, naturally and un¬ 
avoidably finks and defpirits 
us, as if we lay inconfolable 
mourners in the lowed dtift 
and afhes: every generous 
thought and manly affedtion 
languifhes, grovels; and can¬ 
not poflibly rife or exert it- 
felf: any more than if our 
bellies ftuck faft to the earth, 
or our bodies were pinned 
down to ths ground. 

H 4 


Such 





.Paraphrase on.the 


Sect* 35. Such perfeft vaflalage and 

mifery furely mud excite thy 

*liv* 26. merc V> fpeedilv and 

effectually that they do: and 

for reafons of the honour of 

% 

thy providence and ever- 
lading benevolence, feme way 
be pleafed to work out our 
deliverance. 


26. Arife for oor 
help, and redeem us 
for thy mercies fake. 


PSALM XLV. SECT. XXXVL 

The king the lofty theme. The excellence of hi* 
per [on. The nob \eft royal qualities , the fupport 
of liberty truth and virtue . Thefe the founda¬ 
tion of eftablifbed power and growing fp lend cur. 
The robes of ftate. The court ladies \ or feraglio. 
The queen's drefs and retinue. A long fuccejfion 
of princes , loyalty of fubjefts , and lofting 
memorials promt fed to the royal pair. Some 
fuppofe the penmen to be the Jons of Korah, in 
the time of Mofes •, fome in that of David; 
others under ft and the compofition as originally an 
epithalamium or nuptial fong fer Solomon and 
the princefs royal of Egypt: but referable to 
one much greater than them all , even to the 
prince of peace. Directed to the chief muficicn , 
to be performed on an inftrument of fix firings \ 
or regulated in the fame manner the ode j filled 
the lilies were ; for the fons of Korah to the 
tune Mafchil, a fong or pfalm entitled the be¬ 
loved maids, or the fong of loves. 


PSALM Xlv. 1 . Psalm xlv. 1 . 


Sect. 36 . 



P.SA LM 
*lv. 1 . 



Y matured thoughts 
and higheft faculties 

are 


M y , h f art is 

n inciting a 
good matter: f fpeak 

of 


n Inditing, Ilawntond interprets to be a metaphor taken 
from Jboiling or fpething the fea^e-offering) or Jacriji<.e of 

tbahif- 



Book 

©f the things which 
] have made touch¬ 
ing the king : my 
tongue is the pen of 

a ready writer. 


i Thou art fairer 
than the children of 
men : grace is pour¬ 
ed into thy lips: 
therefore Cod hath 
blciled thee lor ever. 


3. 0 Gird thy fword 
upon //’v thigh, O 
Mcjt mighty : wirh 

thy 


of Psalms* i 

are engaged to prepare, and Sect 
embelilh properly a fong on 
a mod delightful charming x j v 
theme: my produdtion, 1 
own, is touching circum- 
fiances which iclate to the 
royal perionage: like the ftyle 
of a learned fcribe, or the en¬ 
graver of a Ikilful artift, my 
language is eafy and flowing. 

Your perfonal accomplifh- z 
ments, comelinefs and exa£t 
fymmetry of bodily propor¬ 
tion, and peculiar dignity of 
mein and carriage, clearly 
fhew your right to a feepter 
in preference to all mankind 
bdides: whatever you fay 
has fomething of an uncom¬ 
mon grace in it, which con¬ 
ciliates univerfal favour; and 
is plainly exprefTive of the 
richert fpiritual gifts, or the 
noblefi inteiledual and moral 
endowments: wherefore the 
all-perfect and moft bounti¬ 
ful God, hath confirmed to 
you permanent and endlefs 
profperity and happinefs. 

Equip yourfelt, great Sir, $ 
with all martial initruments 

for 


drefl with oil over the fire • apd properly to 
denote the compofing or preparing of this fpiritual oblation 
or nuptial hymn. 

0 Our Britijl hard teems to have animated his defeription 
of the com million given to the JVUssiah from this iublime 
pall.ige, Op 
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Sect. 35. for the mod heroick and illuf- 

triouscnterprizes; fhine forth 
in arms with all the peculiar 
enfigns of your native dignity 
and exalted and unrivalled 

glory. 

4 And as mounted On a 
thundering triumphant car, 
vanquilh all oppofuion, and 
exercife afovereign authority, 
by rational expedients, to 
promote the mod important 
intereft of integrity and moral 
religion; of virtue, modera- 
tion, peaceablenefs and chari- 
tablenefs among mankind: 
and doubt not, he who hath 


thy glory and tty 
majefly. 


4. And in thy P 
majelty ride prof- 
peroufly, becaule orf 
truth and meeknefs, 
and righteoufnefs : 
and thy right hand 
{ball teach thee ter¬ 
rible things. 


given you this commifllon 
will be prefent at your right 
hand, to inftruft you fully in 
its nature and circumftances; 
and enable you to perform 
wonders, towards eftablifhing 
in the world a kingdom of 
righteoufnefs. 


The 


Go then thou mightieft in thy father's might! 

Afccnd my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That fhake Heaven's bafis; bring forth all my w ar, 
My bow my thunder, my Almighty arms, 

Gird on thy fword on thy puifiant thigh. 

» 

1 « 

9 }iammond interprets, we wilh your majefty long con¬ 
tinuance upon the bufinefs of truth; your engaging in the 
caufe of righteoufnefs meeknefs, lhall bring God s 
blelling upon you. 
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^ Thine arrows 
47r t jh at p in the 
hearts of the king’s 
enemies; whereby \ he 
people fall under 

thee. 


6 . Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever 
and ever: the feepter 
of thy kingdom is a 
right feepter. 


y Thou loveft 
righteoufnefE, and 
hacell wirkednefs; 
therefore God, thy 

God 


The weapons which in this Sect. 3$ * 
warfare you are prudently 
and vigoroufly to make ufe x i v ..j, 
of, fhall not return empty: 
but as feathered lhafts that 
penetrate to the very hearf 
of an army, or fhowers of 
winged javelins that fill the 
midft of a camp with flair! 
and wounded; fo effectual 
(hall your endeavours prove 
to fubdUe people's minds to 
the obedience of God'S laws 
of everlafting virtue. 

CD 

O nobleft reprefentative on 6 
earth of the moil high God 
in heaven, your throne being 
founded in judgment and 
upheld with mercy, (hall not 
be fluctuating and unftable 

like mod meerly fccular au¬ 
thorities, but fhall be conftant 
ftedfaft and perpetual: the 
enfign feepter or rod of fo- 
vereignty fhall never depart 
from you, being exercifed in 
performing impartial juftice; 
pointing at what is equal and 
rectifying what is othervvife. 

You have greatly at heart, 7 
as the end of your elevation 
and the nobleft mark of a ge¬ 
nerous 


Q Hammond renders, thine arrows are Jharp, people fhall 
fall under thee, in the midj) of the kings enemies, 1. e. being 

reached by thine arrows in the midji of thine enemies^ 
armies. 




A Paraphrasi on the 



^ect. nerous ambition, to proteft 

and encourage the truths in¬ 
tegrity and benevolence of 
religion; and to difeoun- 
tenance and bring publick 
difgrace upon all moral evil 
fraud and violence, all inor¬ 
dinate affeftions and difor- 
derly wicked practices: where¬ 
fore, as the m after of a feaft 
upon thofe joyous occafions, 
pours the largeft quantity of 
flowing oil or fragrant oint¬ 
ment on the head of his par¬ 
ticular friend, or the mod 
honourable perfon ^ fo hath a 
God of truth and righteouf- 
nefs, for your high regard 
to thefe, eminently diftin- 
guifhed you even amongft 
crowned heads and the great- 


eft Lords of this world. 

8 As if all your garments 
were actually myrrh, aloes 
and caftia, they fend forth 

the 


God hath anointed 
thee with the oil of 
gladnefs above thy 
fellows. 


8 All thy garments 
fmeil of r myrrh, and 
aloes and caflia; out 
of the 5 ivory pa¬ 
laces. 


f Myrrh , a precious gum flowing from a (li rub in Arabia, 
fometimes worn in the bofom tied up in a little bag to ex- 
hi!erate the fpirits. Lign. aloes , or Agallccbutn , an Indian 
aromatic tree. CaJJia lignea , an aromatick bark flript from 
a tree which grows among thofe that bear cinnamon, and 
is very like them. Celf. Hierobot. Par. I. p. 135. Raii . Hijh 
Plant. Tom. II. p. 1808. Plin. Nat. Hifl. L. XII. C. 19. 

* Dans. Kimchiy interprets this of ward-robes fhining 
with ivory, where the robes were kept; literally it is pnlaees 
of tooth, meaning according to the Chald. the elephant’s 
tooth brought from Armenia, rather Africa ; with which 

their 
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faces, whereby they the reviving odour of thole Sect. 36. 
h:ive made thee rich perfumes: You proceed 

from the wardrobes, lined ■; 

with ivory, or the magnificent 
pleafure-rooms, molt royally 
arrayed, vour afped: is ex- 
preftive of an entire fatisfac- 
tion.; every look fhews the 
moft lively^fpirits and higheft 
pleafure. 

9. King* daugh- As thinking it no diminu-9 
ters were among thy t ; on [G their royal dignity, 
honourable women: foreign nrinceiTes were pre- 

did Hand the queen fent ^ the K'leiliinty; and 

in gold of Ophir, joined the brilliant court or 

ihining retinue of your ho¬ 
nourable women, or ladies 
of the firft diftin&ion : on 


faces, whereby they 
h:we made thee 
glad. 


9. King* daugh¬ 
ters were among thy 
honourable women: 
upon thy right hand 


nn 


your right hand as next to 
yourlelf in majefty, flood the 
queen-confort arrayed in gar¬ 
ments embroidered with the 


10 Hearken, O 
daughter, and con- 
lider, and incline 
thine ear: forget alfo 
thine own people, 
and thy father's 
houfe. 


fined wrought gold. 

Suffer me to addrefs you, 10 
illuftrioys perfonage, and ex- 
prefs my fincereft wiflies, that 
you may adorn your exalted 
ftation with all elegancy of 
fentiment, and the moft-re- 
fined qualities-, the inftruc- 
tions of religion, and the 

mod: 


their choice rooms were beautified, of which Sokmons 

» > 

throne is reported to be made, and Ah ah to have built an 

houfe. Their garments from thefe rooms gave fo high a 

perfume to the jdjoiijing onfes as if thej^ had been all 
odorous. 
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Sict. 36. mod fliining virtues: parti¬ 
cularly, that to be happy in 
this new relation and a lading 
blefling to your prefent peo¬ 
ple, you depart from, as if 
you had forgotten, the cuf- 
toms and manners of your 
native country and father’s 
court. 

This condudt naturally 
eftablilhes vqu in our excel- 

4 

lent monarch’s entire edeem 
and affe&ion: truly engaging 
and mod attractive mud your 
perfonal beauty appear, with 
the fuperadded charms of 
extraordinary prudence*, anil 
the mod inviting and un¬ 
changing graces of heaven- 
born wiidom: and as his con¬ 
jugal regard, hereby feeured, 
ought to bound your urmoft 
rimbition; improve it to his 
honour and drive to render 
him as refpedtable and vene¬ 
rable as poffible: for your 
intered and dignity are mu¬ 
tual and infeparable, and he is 
your fupport and protectoj; 
head and lord. 

12 The conlequence of your 
growing character opulencv 
and independence, will be 
congratulatory embaflies and 
the richeft prefents from Tyre , 
and other populous and flou- 

s r idling 


it. So fiiall the 

king greatly delire 
thy beauty : for he 
is thy lord and 
worlhip thou him. 


1 2. Arul the daugh¬ 
ter of Tyre Jball be 
there with a gift, 
e<ve» the rich among 
the people ihall ia- 
treat thy favour. 



ij. The king* 
daughter if all glo¬ 
rious within ; her 

cloathing « of 1 

wrought gold. 


14, She (hall be 
brought unto the 
king in raiments of 
needle-work : the 
virgins her com¬ 
panions that follow 
her (hall be brought 
onto thee. 


Book of Psalms* t ft 

rilhing cities: the moft con- S*ct. 36, 

fidcrable neighbouring poten- 

tates Ihall court your friend- xlv * ALM 
fhip and enter into alliances 
with you. 

Several in this grand pro-13 
cefllon may juftly be cele¬ 
brated for particulars in'the 
fpleudour of their appear¬ 
ance; but the royal confprt, 
which.way foever file turns. 

Or in whatever point of view 
fhe is beheld, is perfectly de¬ 
corated and one continued 
glitter and glory: heroutward 
garment is gold wrought in -- 
filk to form the brighteft 
gems, or referable the moft 
fparkling eyes. . 

With the mmoft pomp *4 
and folerooity mufick and 
dancing, in raiment which 
the needle hathicvitioufly in-* 
wrought with the richeft 
variety of figures and colours* 
fhe fhaU be introduced to the 
king: her bridal attendant*, 

young 1 


* The original is rendered, to embroider eloth all over 
with uniform figures rambling the ouches in which the 
tyvo onyx ftones were fixed upon, the two fhoulder-pieces 
of the high priell’s ephod Exod. xxviii 11. 39. Hammond 
obferves the difference between yDIi* here and d 3 p “1 to be 
that the former ftgoifies tq work a gmnaenc full of eyes 
called o's of gold: the latter tQ paint with a need fa, i. ©. 
to ivorJt upon doth &<?. divers colours and figures with filfc; 
imitating the variou^pIoHfce? of birds, from whence the ar- 
®hwtrr3 were called piumarii . Nit. Fuller. Mt/idL I4, L C.2<% 
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A Paraphrase on tht 


Sect. 36. young ladies of diftindtion 

•* ihall bring up the rear and 
^Psalm k e ac jmitted into your pre- 

’ ‘ fence-chamber. 

15 With loud acclamations 
and all imaginable demon- 
itrations of joy fhall they be 
introduced in one grand 
aficmbly to the royal pre¬ 
fence : as cuftomary tor the 
richeft bridegrooms in their 
fplendid apartments, they 
Ihall be entertained fuitably 
to a princely magnificence in 
the king’s palace. 

16 Farther, with heaven’s 
blefling upon this matrimo¬ 
nial alliance, a progeny of 
crowned heads fhall arile to 
fucceed their refpedtive fa¬ 
thers, and give princes and 
govemours not only to Judah 
and Ifrael , but to different 
kingdoms and provinces; 
even to the molt diftant do¬ 
minions of this habitable 
world. 

17 Through all future periods 
of revolving time, fo long as 
this nuptial ode or long fhall 
be remembered, as a faithful 

memorial 


15. With u gtad- 
nefs and rejoicing 
//W/they ^brought: 
they fhall enter into 
the kings palace. 


16. Inftesd of thy 
fathers fhall be thy 
children, v. horn thou 
m ay eft make princes 
in all the earth. 


17. I will make 
thy name to be re¬ 
membered in all ge¬ 
nerations : therefore 
Ihall the people 

praife 


“ An allufion probably to a cultom yet obferved amor 
the orientals after the nuptial ceremonies of condudfin 
jhe bride to the bridegrobm with much pomp and mHf:ck. 
Vid. Cclius Lex. drab. col. 1 ico. and 7 htxcn. «r oj. P. IV* 
j>. 66, ?nd 69* 


£TQ OQ 
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fr.ilfe thee for ever memorial it (hall tranfmit Sect. 3^ 
cvcr - your worth and dignity; and 

Wherever it is read or heard, x j v s A , L “ 
to the end of the world the 
people congratulate or cele¬ 
brate your confummate fe¬ 
licity and glory. 


PSALM XLVI. SECT. XXXVII. 

Religion the ft able ground of courage and inflexible 
refolution. Omnipotence fupports the virtuous , 
and eo.fily checks the utmoft fury of the ungodly . 
An inftance hereof celebrated \ all people advifed 
to acknowledge the divine abfolute authority \ 
and obferve how fecure the Ifraelites were 
under b divine protection. Compofed , as fome 

prefume , by David to celebrate the victories re - 
corded , 2 Sam. viii, others y the defeat of Se¬ 
ll achcrib : and directed to the chief mufician y to 
be Jung by the forts oj Korah to the tune Ala* 
moth. 


Psalm xlvi. i. 


G OD is our 
refuge and 
ilrength, a very pre¬ 
sent help in trouble. 


our 


Psalm xlvi. i. 

T HE mighty God, whole Sect 37- 

dominion is univerlal ~ * 

and his attributes infinite, x f v * A ^ 
we have frequently expe¬ 
rienced to be the liable objett 
of ouf entire dependance for 
fafety • for the happy effect 
of intrepid courage, and for 
an abundantly fufficient and 
remarkably ready afliftance 
in the mod critical conjunc¬ 
tures of diftrefs or danger. , 

1 So 


VOL. III. 



T 14 A Paraphrase 

/Sect . 37. So that We will not give 

"■* way to timidity and daftardly 
x l vi SA ^ M faint-heartednefs, on account 

of any future events or the 
mol alarming circumftances: 
not, fliould nature’s conftant 
courfe be reverfed and the 
folid earth fubverted: not 
fhould changes and revo- 
lutioris happen, like mighty 
hills being torn from their 
"bales, and tumbled into the 
'deepeft part of tire unfathom¬ 
ed ocean, 

3 Though difcord clamour 
and confufion, like the vio¬ 
lent agitation and hideous 
roaring of ftormy feas reign 
among mankind : though the 
billows fwell, lafh, and fo 
dreadfully overflow as to 
throw mountains into con- 
vulfions, or dafh towering 
hills againft each other in the 
moft terrible concuflions. 

4 Amidft the greateft and 
‘moft thtelt’ning commotions 
r and difofders, we of thfs 
happy Country under thetli- 
'vine protection enjoy perfeCt 
fafety and tranquillity: like 

the 


on the 

2. Therefore will 
not we fear, though 
the earth be re¬ 
moved, and though 
the mountains be 
carried into the midft 
of the fca. 


3. Though the 
waters thereof roar 
and be troubled, 
though the moun¬ 
tains fhake with 
the fwelling thereof. 
Selah. 


' 4 - There is a w 
river, the dreams 
whereof fhall make 
glad the city of God; 
the holy place of the 
tabernacles of the 
moft high. 

O 


* It has been enquired whether the river mentioned here 
■fignify Euphrates , the A 7 /r, Jordav y Cedron , or Cihon , pro¬ 
ceeding from the pool of Si loam. Is not the whole paliage 
figurative ? and are not rivers frequently put to denote per¬ 
sons ? Don’t it here denote their'ftrength as Jjraelites and 
: God's people? Ifai. viii. 6.^ 
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Cod it in tV.e 
midII of her; Ihe 
Ilia!I not be moved J 
x God Dial! help her, 
and that right ca.Jy. 


the. conftant ftreams of our S.*ct. 37- 
never failing brook, whence 'Tp' ^ 
all the inhabitants of this xlv ^ AL / 
populous city of Jenfalcm , 
and the facred tabernacle, are 
conftanrly refrefhed and ar 
bundantly fupplied: and tho,* 
they glide gently and fmooth- 
ly, which we neverthelels 
value and prefer before the 
proudefl: fwellings and tot> 
rents of larger overflowing 
rivers: in the like point of 
view do we place, and admire 
above all the objects of q 
towering ambition, our mo(]t 
delightful fituation; with 
Zion for our defence, and the 
God of Zicnio r our perpetual 
guardian. 

'Phis laft is equally out s 
glory and fecurity *, and as 
the tabernacle once refted in 
the mid ft of the Ifraelitijh 
camp, fo do we efteem the 
Almighty to be ever near his 
beloved city, to protect and 

juccour it that it fhall always 

¥ 

remain firm and ftable, fettled 

A , 1 

and peaceful: and in cafe of 

any afflidtions_and calamities, 

I 2 divine 


y Hammond renders, God fiall bflp her by hit countenance^ 
or by looking upon her at the mornings appearance. Kimcfft^ 
at the approach of the morning of deliverance, after the wpht 
of affliction. Gurtler , through the whole flight of this 'world, 
till the light of eternal life fine. 




A Paraphrase on the 



Sect. 37. divine affiftance fhall be fo 

feafonable fpeedy and effec¬ 
tual, that they fhall feem as if 
they happened only in the 
night, and all had difappear- 
ed by the return of the next 
dawn of morning. 

6 We are not deftitute of 
fadts and a variety of extra¬ 
ordinary inftances that con¬ 
firm this obfervation: heathen 

been full of 
and 


m- 


powers have 
jealoufy ambition 
digfiation •, war has been de* 
dared, and the greateft com¬ 
motion or formidable pre¬ 
paration appeared, tounfettlc 
and hurry u$ to inftant (laugh¬ 
ter or the moft cruel fiavery: 
the Lor d of earth and heav¬ 
en only thundered, or exprei- 
fed his difplcafure; and as if 
the folid earth had quaked or 
diffolved, they were thrown 
Into the utmoft diforder and 
confufion. 

7 They readily concluded, 
and it is moft certain, that fo 
long as he beholds no ini¬ 
quity in us, the God of 
armies and great director of 
all events and affairs is en¬ 
gaged to fupport us: the 
guardian of our upright pro¬ 
genitor, whilft he lees no per- 
verfcnefs in his defendants, 

as 


6 . The heathen 
raged, the kingdoms 
were moved: he ut¬ 
tered Ins voice, the 
earth melted. 


7 The Lord of 
hofts is with us, the 
God of Jacob is our 
refuge. Selah. 
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Come, behold 
the works of the 
Lord, what defol¬ 
iations he hath made 
in the earth. 


g. He maketh 
wars to ceafe unto 
rhe end of the earth, 

i 

hebreakeththebow, 

■ W W 

and cutteth the fpear 
mfunder.hebumeth 
rlie y chariot in the 
li r v . 
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as an high tower or inaccef-SECT. 37. 

fible fortrefs, in the courfc of 
his providence will infallibly ^*7, 
preferve and defend us. 

Allow me to folicit your 8 
attention in contemplating 
the wonders of God’s power 
and wifdom: what judgments 
and defolating circpmtlances, 
cities difmantled and coun- 

* , > t 

tries depopulated he hath ex¬ 
hibited upon the publick 
theatre of this changing (late. 

He extinguilheth the flames 9 
of war to the very confines 
of thofe countries where they 
lately raged with the greateft 
fury; and fpeedily calms to 
peace the jarring world: like 
a broken bow he weakens 
their power and humbles their 
pride : like the camp-fpear 
cut afunder, he defeateth their 
hoftile views, or difperfeth 
their larged forces: as burnt 
carriages and waggons can 
never more ferve any pur- 
pofes, fo he makes an entire 
riddanceof all the inftruments 

_ 1 ■ * 

of definition j and puts a 
final period to thefe feenes of 
horrour and blood-flied. 

I 3 The 


y Chariot , the ChM. renders round /Inelds , the LXX. 
fiie/ds. The radix fignifies to be roupd or circular; and 
irom the motion of the whcelsor the track they make, may 
denote a chariot; or rather a cart or baggage-waggon 
feam meant by it, than Iffiftly {peaking a military chariot. 







St 


ct. 37 


l^SALM 

xlvi. 10. 


The folemn language of 
his fovereign all controlling 
voice is — defift, proceed no 
further — ceafe to aft thefe 
hoftilities againft one another^ 
*and underftand that the au¬ 
thority I exercife over you all 
is fupremc and abiolute: my 
judgments fhall be fubmicted 
to, and my government con- 
fefled by heathen powers: 
my perfections and laws of 
providence (hall be had in 
the highelt honour through¬ 


out the land. 

11 The independent and eter¬ 
nal Deity, who regulates and 
prefides over all the various 
flations and departments of 
"his whole creation, I con¬ 
clude as I begun, is peculiarly 
prefent with and concerned 
Tor our nation: the mighty 
God and redeemer oi Jacoby 
■as an impregnable tower, is 
our perpetual defence and in¬ 
fallible lecurity from danger. 


on the 

io. Be flill. and 
know that t am 
God : I will be ex¬ 
alted amon<* the 

o 

heathen, 1 will, be 
exalted in the earth. 


1 1. The Loud of 

hofts is with us, the 
God of Jticob is our 
rufucre. Selaii. 

D 
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PSALM XLVII. 


A common jubilation or triumph declared, 
fubjetls the divine fovereignty: heathens fui 
dued: and Ifrael peculiarly favoured • 
whole grand ajfembly excited to improve to the 
utmoft the joyful occafion y and celebrate Gad*$ 
praifes in the moft exalted ft rains,. Not impro¬ 
bably cornpofed for one of the folemn feafts y tp 
be Jung before the whole nation: qnd the par¬ 
ticular time is fuppofed to be upon carrying the 
ark into the tabernacle on mount Zion, 2 Sam* 
vi. 5. or from thence to Solomon^ temple . Art 
ode or hymn directed to the mafter of mufick y ic\ 
be performed by the defendants of Korah. 


Psalm xlvii. 1. 


O Clap your 
hands, all ye 
people, Ihout unto 
God with the voice 
of triumph: 


2. For the Lord 
moll high is terrible; 
be is a great king 
over all the earth. 


Ps A L xlvii. I. 


T O fignify your extreme Sect. 37. 

joy, all ye people, who 
are now aflembled from every xlvii x 
quarter clap your handsas 
founding an alarm before a 
general engagement, or aa 
ihouting for victory, raife 
your voices to the higheft 
pitch, to proclaim the at¬ 
tributes of the Almighty and 
unbounded God and ruler. 

For the felf-exiftent Being, 2 
the God of tranfeendent raa- 
jefty and unrivalled glory i$ 
to be humbly addreffed, and 

m * 

moft folemnly revered: ^s.a 
potentate of the greateft au¬ 
thority and cverlafting ex- 
I 4 cellence 
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A Paraphrase cn the 


Sect. 3 7. cellence he prefides over, and 
K 7 T >rmmJ cdhformably to the laws of 

*lvSr. 2? P erte ^ wildom and righ- 

teoufnefs, adminifters affairs 
throughout the univerfe. 

3 By the favourable difpo- 
fitions of his all-ruling pro¬ 
vidence, he hath brought 
large aflociations, and the 
ftrongeft collective bodies of 
different people, into abfolute 
fubjeftion to our will and 
pleafure ; and heathen nations 
that threatened us with de- 
ftruftion now aft under our 
conduft and are entirely at 
our difpofel. 

4 Out of their fortunes and 
eftates, he hath felefted and 
given the choiceft, to be our 
perpetual property and in¬ 
alienable pofleflion : he hath 
thus extraordinarily favoured 
thofe who are the moral and 
fpiritual, as well as natural 
defendants of ancient Jacob \ 
men of probity and an in¬ 
violable inregrity, whom he 
hath feparated from the reft 
of the world to excel in thefe 
qualities. 

3 The mighty God is infi¬ 
nitely to be efteemed and ex¬ 
alted; and the fymbols of his 
peculiar prefence we beg leave 
to accompany, now as they 

are 


3.Hcftiall fubgue 
the people under u^., 
and the nations un¬ 
der our feet. 


4. He fhall chafe 

our inheritance for 

< 

us, the excellency 
of Jacob whom he 
loved. Selah. 

■ 1 * 

■ ■ 


Cod is gone up 
with ' a ftioot, ' the 
Lord with the found 
of 2 trumpet. 
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I2X 


6 Sing praifes to 
-God, Ting praifes: 
ftng praifes unu> our 
king, Ting praifes. 


y. For Cod _'j the 
king of all thceirrh: 
ling yc praifes with 

under-Handing. 


S. God reigneth 
over the heathen: 
God fiteeth upon the 
throne of hia holi- 

nd». 


are amending mount Zton y Sect. 37 
with the loudeft acclamations 

the 


of joy and gratitude: 
bleffed and only potentate as 
a triumphant conqueror, with 
the founding notes of a molt 
fhrill trumpet. 

With the utmofl; folcmnity 6 
of compofition and rational 
elevated devotion, perform 
facred mufick in praile of the 
Almighty: fing pfalms to the 
honour of his univerfal do^ 
minion and fupreme perfec¬ 
tion: recognize your obliga¬ 
tions and prove your alle¬ 
giance to him who liveth and 

for ever: bv all 



O 

reigneth 


proper exprefnons declare an 
infinite regard and efteem 
for him. 

For the mighty God is 7 
not a titular or local Deity, 
limited to a particular diftrifl: 
and Lord only of a fingle 
province; but his authority 
is abfolute, and his govern - 

comprehenfive of the 
whole creation: withdiftinft 
ideas and the utmoft ele¬ 
vation of fentiments, fing yc 
plalms and praifes. 

Though they feem not to S 

know or duly acknowledge 

him. his wide command ex- 
* 

tends to heathen nations: as a 

peerlefs 
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Sect, 37. peerlefs fovereign the Infinite 

God is pofiefled of an uni- 
verfal jurifdi&ion : and from 
his erernal throne, whereof 
his fan&uary placed among 
us is a linking emblem, as 
may confift with wifdom and 
righteoufnefs he determines 
the conditions of all kindred 
and people, 

9 The heads and governours 
of the people arc unanimoufiy 
aflembled; in them are re- 
prefented the whole collective 
body of believers in the God 
of Abraham , who may be 
confidered as prefent, to cele¬ 
brate our common Lord 
and benefaCtor : for the pro- 
teCtors and leaders of our 
tribes, in whofe abfence the 
country is fecure through the 
guardianfhip of providence, 
Ihould efpecially give glory 
to God •, and the greateft ad¬ 
vantage and dignity to his 
worlhip and fervice: he is in 
■the higheft degree to be ho¬ 
noured by all, and worthy 
of universal evcrlafting ado¬ 
ration. 


9. The princes of 
the people are ga¬ 
thered together, even 
the people of the 
God of Abraham : 
for the 1 fhields of 
the earth belong un¬ 
to God: he is great¬ 
ly exalted. 


* 'fy.file Ids is commonly underftood potent men or rulers, 
fo the rendering is Hof, iv. 18. luch metaphors being eafy 
and agreeable to the form and genius of the Hebrew lan¬ 
guage. Pfal. lxxxix. 19. lxxxiv.9. 
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fcrufalem refpeCtable as the place of worjhip. Its 
fituation and fortifications by art and nature d 
t errour to invaders , I be divine protection the 
IfraeliccsV fiability and fecurity . Inflames of 
extraordinary favour recorded . The beneficence 
and univerfality of providence . Religious con¬ 
fidence exprejfed. The occefion fuppofed to be 
either the defeat of SenacheribV army, 2 Kings 
xviii. 17. or that of the confederate forces of 
Ammon, Moab, and mount Stir, 2Chron. xx. 
Or the vain attempt of Rezin, king of Syria 
and Pekah king of Ifrael. Ift. vii. 1. An ode, 
pfalm , or triumphant facred fong directed to be 
performed by the fons of Korah. 


P 'S A L M xlviii. 1. 


G reat u the 

Lo r d, and 
greatly to be praiied 
in the city of our 
God, in the moun¬ 
tain of his holind's. 


e. Beautiful for 
Htuation, thejoy of 
the whole earth is 
mount Zion on the 
iidcs of the north, 

the 


Psalm xlviii. 1. 


U Nchangeable and eter- SECT * 3 *« 
nal in every thing truly 

great and adorable is the ixviii. 1. 
moft high God; and with 
the urmoft exertion of our 


nobleft faculties to be cele¬ 
brated for the te ft i monies of 
his diftinguifhing regard to 
the city Jerufalem ; and efpe- 
cially to his holy hill Zion, 
where the fymbols of his pre¬ 
fence reft, and he is pleafed 
to receive conftant offerings. 

Others may boaft fomc z 
advantages, but they are not 
comparable for a perfpeftive 
beauty and confpicuous molt 

illuftrious 
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Psalm 

ilviii. 2. 
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« 

Sect. 38. illuftrious firuation with this 

famed metropolis: the fource 
and ground of pleafnre joy 
and glory to the whole land 
of Canaan is mount Zion on 
the north-fide of Jerufalem\ 
being hallowed and confe- 
crated in a particular manner 
by the i\lmighty*s refidence 
in his temple there. 

3 It is fully concluded, in¬ 
deed manifeft in the im¬ 
pregnable ftrength of her 
towers, and inexpreffible 
fplendour of her palaces, that 
the everlafting God hath un¬ 
dertaken to protect and de¬ 
fend her. 

4 This has lately appeared 
very remarkably, lor the con¬ 
federate kings with hoftfie 
intentions encamped before 
her*, and when their united 
forces were in readinefs for 
action; all on a liidden, like 
the hafte of a meflenger, or 
the motion of a ferry-boat, 
the formidable army filed off 
without attacking or long 


halting 


and all their defigns 


and menacing appearances 
came to nothing. 

5 They took a furvey of the 
ftruftures fortificatiQns and 

magni- 


cn the 

the city of the great 
king. 


3. God is known 
in her palaces for a 
refuge. 


4. For lo, the kings 
were aflembled, they 
patted by together. 


a They faw if, 
ovd fo they marvel¬ 
led, they were trou¬ 


bled 


1 Some render, they faw it fixed, Grimly eflablifhed and 
prepared for defence. 



Book 

bled and hailed a- 
way. 


6. Fear took hold 
upon them there, 
and pain, as of a 
woman in travail. 


7. Thou breakeft 
the Ihips oft>TarIhifti 
with an call-wind. 


3 . As wfc have 
heard, fo have wc 
feen in the city of 
the Lord of hofls,in 
the city of our God, 
God will eltablifh it 
for ever. Selah. 
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magnificence of the place, Sect. 38. 
and were ffruck with wohder; 

1 a* • * • 1 Jtsa LM 

they were ieized with terror xlv - 
and fled with lome hurry and 
precipitation. 

On that very fpot of ground 6 
where you lately beheld them *, 
as if in imminent clanger they 
were in an extreme confter- 
nation; andfeltnokfsanguifh 
and horror than what attend 
the mod difficult labours or 
child-births. 

They were in confufioh 7 
and diffraction, like Tarlhifh 
mariners when the eaft-wind’s 
ftrongeft gales dafh the waves 
againlt their vefleis, or fplic 
them againff the rocks. 

From accounts handed 8 
down to us by our forefathers, 
and from what we ourfelves 
have been frequent eye-wit- 
neflfes of, refpe&ing this city 

which 


b TarfiiJJo, Tillius interprets tb belong to Cil\cia,Bochatt to 
Spain, others to the Eaji Indies. Cocceius intimates, that who¬ 
mever in thofc days took a long voyage to a remote coun¬ 
try was laid to go to Tarjhijh : and it is certain the 'Tarjhijb 
mentioned 2 Chron. xx. 36, 37 and that Jonah i. 3. could 
not be one and the fame city or country. Hammond under- 
Hands Phoenician veilcL and the inllruments of all their 
wealth; God when he pleafed could fplit upon a rock, 
break to pieces by means of a wind, or by the ludden and 
violent blalls of an unaccountable d Jpicablc eaft-vvind (hat¬ 
ter their whole (hipping. it Judge imderllands it as a pro¬ 
verbial expreflion ufed when the ddigns of prcuJ men arc 

blalUd. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Psalm 
xlviii. 8 . 


Sect. 38. which is facred, and its in¬ 
habitants who arc peculiarly 
devoted to that God who 
hath appointed to all men the 
bounds of their habitation I 
repeat it, concerning this city 
particularly diftinguifhed, and 
claimed as his own for the 
privileges wherewith he hath 
favoured it, we are fully 
allured, that the eternal 
God hath fettled it upon the 
firmeft foundation; hath pro- 
tedted, and whilft his ftatutes 
are duly obferved in it, ever 
will protedl*, never in any 
cafe defert or abandon it. 

Thefe teftimonies and ex¬ 
periences naturally lead us to 
reprefent to our minds in the 
ftrongeft images, what in- 
eftimabie mercies and favours 
we may always expedt, niolt 

beneficent God, from thv 

* \ * 

bounty and goodnefs*, when¬ 
ever under any emergencies 
and difficulties we offer up 
our prayers and praifes in thv 
temple, towards the moil 
holy place. 

In proportion as the {land¬ 
ing marks of thy 1'uperiority, 
and difplays of thy per¬ 
fections 


9 


10 


Q.We hnve thought 
of thv loving kind* 

✓ 0 

refs, O God, in the 
ir.idlt of thy temple. 


10. According £n 
thv name, O God, 
lo // thy praile unto 
the ends of the earth: 
thy * 

full 


right hand is 


c .An allufion as is fuppofed to a ceremrny of the /a<iv at 
the conjuration of a'priell to fill his hastes with parts of the 
facrifices; whence it became an Hebrew idiom fignifying 
Co confiecrate . 
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full of rlghtcouf- fedlions and providence are ^ S ^ T * 3 ^ 
rvcfs. attended to and underftood, '“T"*'""* -1 

O thou foie original of all 
exi(fence and happinefs, will 
thy wifdom omnipotence and 
benevolence be celebrated, to 
the extremities of this land ; 
and to the utmoft extent of 
intelligent being: the exer¬ 
tions of thy power, and inr 
fiances of thy interpofition 
and authority are remarkable 
for equity and beneficence, 
overflow with extraordinary 
circumftancesof cordial good- 
nefs and mercy. 

11. Let mount Let the whole city of it 
Zion rejoice, let the Jerufalem particularly mount 

bc U g g lad, rS beci U fe of f.™' ° n th ' S OCCafion ° f fe T 
thy judgments. ftivity, appear in one general 

Hate of mirth and pleafure: 
let all the cities of Idler rank, 

( and towns and villages of 
Judah with united afre£tions 
join their brethren in the fo- 
lemnity: for, O thou bed of 
all Beings, it is to acknow¬ 
ledge the rulesofthy dealings, 
and celebrate the manifefta- 
tions of thy goodnefs and 

mercy that we are affembled. 

12. <J Walk about J n a joyful proceffion fetch 12 
Zion, and go round a re g U ] ar compafs about 

about her: tell the 0 r 

towers thereof. mount 

m 

d Nudge underftands as infultingly directed to the kings 
who had come up and walked round, and rone ctf again ; he 

bids 
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ect. 38. mount Zion \ walk the whole 

round on every fide: make 
accurate oblervations on the 
multitude of her ftrong and 


Ps A LM 
xlviii. 1 z. 


lofty citadels. 

13 Examine fully the ftrengtH 
of her different fortifications; 
confider ferioufiv the magni* 

4 u 

ficence of her palaces or 
caftles; that you may be 
able to tranfmit the lur- 
prizing account to the fuc- 
ceeding age and generation. 

14. For thcle clearly fpecify, 
that the Almighty and Eter¬ 
nal God, who hath thus 
conveniently fituated and im- 
pregnably defended us, that 
we may adhere to his truth 
and obey his laws *, will to all 
purpofcs be our God and 
fupport, through all the fuc* 
ceffive periods ol time to an 
endlefs eternity : he will kind¬ 
ly lead us, along our courle 
of temporal life, and direct 
us in what belongs to death, 
and what is beyond it. 


1 3. Mark ye well 
her bulwarks, con¬ 
sider her palaces; 
that ye may tell it 
to the generation 
following. 


14. For this God 
is our God for ever 
and ever; he will 
be our guide c even 
unto death. 


bids them take fpecial notice, that they may tell the next 
generation that it would be in vain to make an attempt a- 
gainft 'ferufaletn, which was fo defended bv God. This 
does not feem !o well to agree with the context. 

c Some interpret, he nvill lead us oi tr death, i. e. as con¬ 
querors, and enable us to triumph over this king of tyrants. 
The Syriac renders, he jhall lead us alwe from death . 


PSAJ.M 



Bosk of Psalms* 


PSALM XLIX. SECT. XXXIX. 

ft 

ft *+ 

Invitations to the injlraft ions of wifdom. The un¬ 
certainty of life a reafon for early attending to 
them. Reviews of virtuous practices the nobl^ft 
confolations againfi age, ficknefs and mortality 
The folly of ambition avarice and envy . An ode 
or pfaint directed to the chief mufician to be per¬ 
formed by the yi»jr .p/ Korah. 


Psalm xlix. I. 


H ear this, ail 

yc people; give 
ear all ye inhabitants 
6f the world. 


2. Both r low nnd 
high, rich and poor 
together. 



let 


me urge 


Psalm xlix. i. 

9 

W Hatever nations or Sec 

people you belong to, 

you to form . 

diftinft clear ideas on the xix# 
fubjeft lam going to repre^ 
fefic to you •; deny me not 
your clofeft attention to it, 
all ye inhabitants of this traits 
fitory world. 

It alike concerns people iri z 
the lowed condition of de- 
pendance and obfcurity, with 
thofe of the higheft rank and 
mod illudrious diltinguifhed 
character-, the man of fortune 
and opulence and the mod 
indigent and didrefled; even 


f A mm of high degree in the Hebrew is JJh Gadol t and 
Ijh ?mhod, See . and though this diltin&ion betwixt Adam 
and Jjb be not always obferved; yet we rind two or three 
inltanccs in the plalms of 1'ons of Adam and fons of Jjh, 
oppofed and dilliqggiftied as men of low degree and high,— 
particularly this and Pfalm lxii. 9. 

Vol. III. K all 
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A Paraphrase on'the 


Sect. 39. 



Psalm 
*lix. 2, 3. 


all of every age, place and 
ftation. 

Being in its own nature 
truly important but frequent¬ 
ly miflaken or negleXed,. my 
unrefer ved free difcourfe fhall 


publilh the nobleft faience of 
divine moral wifdom: and' 


3 My mouth fhall 1 
fpeak of wifdomr 
and the meditation 
of my heart /ball be 
of undemanding. 


my reflexions duly ftato the 
relations and differences of 


things, in order by the ex- 
aXeft balances of an impar¬ 
tial judgment, to form men’s 
minds to the love of truth 


and virtue- 

4 lam pofitively determined 
as to myfelf, and I moft fin- 
cerely wiih all others to pur- 
fue the fame maxims \ in the 
days of my youth to apply 
myfelf diligently, by means 
of traditional obfervations, 
proverbial fentences, com- 
parifons or fimiles in what¬ 
ever quarter I can meet with 
them r to the acquifition of 
religious inftruXion : I will 
give the publick truly im¬ 
portant fentiments, by di- 
gefting them into natural 

eafy 


4. S I will incline 
mine ear to a para¬ 
ble j I will open my 
dark fayings upon 
the harp. 


S F will f lay to it, a metaphor, as Bifhop Hare obferves, 
taken from muficians, who in playing upon the harp lillen 
very attentively to what they are performing. The Syriac 
renders 'rmrr ttrigmata mea {\ive reconditumfenfummeura. 
And R. Sal. fays the a;nigma was, nxby Jhouid 1 fear, kc. 
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5 . Wherefore ftiould 
1 fear in the days of 
evil, nxben the h ini¬ 
quity of my heels 
ihall compafs me 
About. 


6 and 7. They that 
truft in their wealth, 
and boaft themfelves 
in the multitude of 
their riches: none 
of them can by any 
means > redeem bis 

brother. 


eafy odes or fongs, and direc- Sec t, 39. 
ting them to be performed 
on mufical inftruments. x ji Xt 

For where is the equivalent 5 
of time devoted to any other 
purpofe; or on what ima¬ 
ginable account fhould I fo 
behave now as to fear here¬ 
after; and enhance the inevir 
table vexations and anxieties 
of declining life with fad re¬ 
flexions and difmal profpefts, 
arifing from the paft mifeon- 
du& of unexamined youth¬ 
ful days. 

Old age, and death the 6, 7* 
common fate of all men I am 
fully refolved to render as 
eafy and happy as poflible: 
for if I was, renouncing fen- 
lual pleafure, to indulge a- 

K 2 varice 


h 'Taylor in his concordance renders the dijlottions of my 
beets. &c. when my foot-fteps are in fuch a weak and 
Hiding condition, that I cannot avoid falling. The diftor- 
tions of the heart and a&ion from that which is right to 
that which is wrong is commonly tranflated iniquity. The 
LXX. interpret by the fymbolical term which 

Hefychius and H. Steph . explain the goings or behaviour of 
bis paft life. Hammond explains, is there any reafon 
for a pious man to apprehend death with any difquiet, when 
it begins its clofe approaches , and is moft unavoidably ready 
to Jeize on him ? 

1 Literally, by redeeming Jhall not redeem , 1 , e. fhall not 
by any means be able to redeem, &c. A man Jhall not give 
hie ranfitn or price of equal value to God. Some render the 
next ver. the redemption of the foul or life cotls very dear, 
but then it is a fingular eternal redemption, that once 

wrought 
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Sect. 59. varice or ambition, I plainly 

fee the confequence, and that 

xIiy A they who are molt confident 
1 * of their fafety from power or 

wealth, and are puffed up 
with vain glory on account 
of their affluent fortunes and 

p 

increafing riches, not one of 
them can by all his power or 
riches redeem either himfelf 
or his brother from death; 
nor can they give to God 
under whofe direction is life 

i 

and death the price of his re¬ 
demption : it is impofflble 
they fhould fccure either a 
mortal from dying or a finner 
from punilhment. 

8 (For the refcue or deliver¬ 
ance of the life or foul is of 
too valuable confideration 
and important a nature, for 
him lightly and on account 
of any worldly matters to ad¬ 
mit fuch an event; it fhall 
never return to its former 
ftate, but utterly ceafeth to 
be what it was before ) 

9 That he fhould be favour¬ 
ed with a repetition of being, 
or fuch a continuance of it as 
is fixed and permanent, with¬ 
out 


brother, nor give to 
God a ranfbm for 
him: 


8. (For the re¬ 
demption of the foul 
is precious, and ir 
ccaieth for ever ) 


9.That he * (hould 
flill live for ever, and 
not fee corruption. 


wrought never need be repeated, he fhall never dye any 
more. 

* Vejehi,/c> as that he may lire for ever. 



1 


Book of Psalms. 


io. For he fceth 

that wife men h die, 
like wife the fool and 
the brutilh perion 
perifh, and leave 
their wealth to 
others. 


11 Their inward 
thought /j, that their 
houfes Jhall continue 
for ever, pnd their 1 

dvvelling- 


OUt intermiflion and efver- Sect. 
lading; To that he fhould not 
be obliged to fubmit to, nor xlix ( 
have occalion to be appre¬ 
hend ve of his being fpoiled 
as to his prefent form of 
exiftence, and diflolved or 
deftroyed. 

He has not the lead ground ^ 
of reafon to expeft this*, foF 
if riches could lave, it would 
be when thev are in the hands 

0 

of wife men, but con trari wife 
he every day fees that the 
mod prudent and confiderate 
leave the world in like man¬ 
ner as the unthinking, and ftu- 
pid : thofe who live as if they 
were brutes are lod by death: 
and having no further oc- 
cafion for or concern in it 
leave their wealth tofurvivors, 
and not unfrequently to be 
pofieffed by drangers. 

The rich and mighty in it 
this refpeft aft a mod in- 
confident part* they muft 

K 3 needs 


k A diftin£lion feems here obferved betwixt dying and 
ferijhing , the latter may denote, departing this life without 
any hopes of happinefs in another; and are forced to leave , 
&c. Others might be rendered grangers , not of their family, 
to thole they did not delign it for ; and with whom ne- 
verthelefs it {ball remain, never revert to the kindred of 
the original proprietor, nor yet any memorials. 

1 Some interpret the latter part of this ver. of monumen¬ 
tal inferiptions. 4 ‘ There is nothing left but their names 
44 inferibed on heaps of earth.” 
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Sect. 39. needs be fenfible that they are 

liable to the fame incidents 
of mortality as other men, 

XJlXi III 1 n 1 y » * ■ 

and mult leave their riches 
for others j yet the only ideas 
they make familiar to them- 
felves are entirely fecular: 
and they plainly adt as if they 
^ only believed and defigned, 
without any further reference, 
that their houfes fhall remain 
for ever, and their dwelling 
places defcend from one ge¬ 
neration toanother: and there¬ 
fore call their lands after their 
own names; hoping to pur- 
chafe to themfelves an imagi¬ 
nary immortality in thefe 
magnificent houfes which 
they build, and in their lands 
which are thus called by their 
names. 

12 They are difappointed in 
the great objedt of their mod 
eager wifhes-, and all their 
-glory is as fhortdivedasthem- 
ielves; they continue not in 
a fettled ftate, they fhall carry 
nothing away with them, and 
fhall fall like the bead, which 
no fooncr perifhes than it is 
forgotten ; fo have they no 
pre-heminence or excellence 
above the bead. 


dwelling-places to 
all generations; they 
call their lands 
after their own 
names. 


12. Nevertbelefs, 
man being in honour 
™ abideth not: he 
is like the bealh that 
perilh. 


This 


In Abideth> literally fiall vot or f.ay 


night. 


» 



Book of Psalms. 



13 This their way 
i. their folly ; yet 
their poflerity ap¬ 
prove <their fay logs, 

Sclah. 


^ 4. Like n fheep 
they are laid in the 
grave, death (hall 
feed on them; and 
the upright fliall 
have dominion over 
them in the morn¬ 
ing, rfnd theirbeauty 
fhall confume in the 
grave from their 
<d welling. 


This their manner and Ssct. 39. 
cuftkm to aim at giving^ 
fixednefs and permanency to 
that which is naturally un- 
ftable and fluctuating, or to 
perpetuate their name and 
grandeur, is an inftance of 
their extreme folly and ftupi- 
dity: and yet their poflerity 
will not fee this folly, but do 
approve what their anceftors 
have faid and done* follow 
their examples, or a£t over 
again the lame extravagance 
and abfurdity. 

They go together in great 14 
numbers and a conftant fuc- 
oeffion to the region of the 
dead, and there are difpofed 
of like flocks ©f fifty ftieep; 
are no more able to defend 
themfelves than thofe helplefs 
creatures: death exercifes an 
abfolute tyranny over them* 

On the morrow when they 
are enquired for, especially at 
the refurreftion of the la£t 

i 

day when they are to pafs the 
final audit; thofe who have 

K 4 aCted 


n Tc has been obferved, that death is here compared to 
a (hepherd, not as the Evglijh renders, feeding upon but 
governing and conducing men in the Jbeol, or alyjtatt fields as 
his flock, to flgnify how they go out of life, and die as or¬ 
dinarily and regularly as fheep are lead to their pafturc. 
But in the refurreftion the jull and upright alone (hall tri- 
pmph and reign to eternity. 
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5ecr. 39; afted fincerely according to 

truth and righteoufnefs lhall 
li^ ALM have infinitely the advantage 

of them, fliall make them ror 
come down: in fome fen!e v 
as honoured to be affelTors 
wkh the fiipreine judge ihall 
b^ their Lords and jud¬ 
ges: long before that folemn 
period their beauty ftrength 
and frame of their whole 
body will \be worn out, en¬ 
tirely con fumed in the filent 
grave, to which they were 
carried from their delightful 
places of habitation here cn 
earth. 

But though I alfo die at 
the appointed time, yet I 
lhall have this comfort that 
God will not only call me 
back again from the place 
and ftate ot the dead-, but re¬ 
ceive me as his peculiar 
charge unto himfelf with 
marks of favour and in the 
molt glorious manner. 

16 My advice therefore to all 
men of upright virtuous 
lives is, never be you con¬ 
cerned or afflidled on account 
of an ungodly wicked man’s 
increafe in worldly goods, that 
wealth flows in upon him, 
his family is greatly pro¬ 
moted, or an extraordinary 

weight 


ip But God will 
redeem my foul from 
the power of the 
grave; for he (hail 
receive me. Selah. 


i 5 . Be not thou 

afraid w hen one is 
made rich, when the 
glory of his houle is 
increafed. 



B*ok of PsAms. 


For when he 

1 t » 

t'icrh, he (hall carry 
itoching away': his 
glory fiinll not de¬ 
fend after him. 


s 


nr 

T- 39 
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^y 5 * ^ xiijd. 16. 

For notwithftandirtg thefe 17 

feeming advantages it is im- 

poflible that he fhould bd 

truly happy; the whole term' 

r*f human lifp is liinirerl tn frw' 


r_ 


ihort a period that he cannot 1 
long and may but for a very 
little time enjoy them : death 
lhall drip him of ailv reduce 1 
him to the lowed poverty; 
neither out of his greateft 
affluence can he feeure and' 


carry along With him the 1 
fmalledmoiety: hisfplendour' 
aind magnificence fliall not 
come down to his latter end, 
or follow him into a feparate 
date.' 


1 8. Though whiles 
he Jived, he 0 bId¬ 
led his foul : and 
men will praile thee, 
when thou docil well 
to thy felf. 

/ 


During his temporal life i& 
indeed, he efteemed himfelf 
happy, and demanded un^ 
common notice and homage:' 

?f you acquire enjoy and boun* 
tifully communicate a mul¬ 
titude of riches, your fignal 
favours will be recorded, per¬ 
haps 


0 Some tranflate, while he lived his foul blefled him; 
and long as thou indulge!! thyfelf, it [or thy foul] will 
bids thee: the Hebrew verb being often applied to 
?iiib of ienfual gratifications. Others the worldling applauded 
iTimfelf in his life time for his prefect felicity: but thofe 
lhall be praifed who do that which i flues in their eternal 
«V'od and happinefs. lie the good man JbcM die in feact, 
they the wicked lhall never know comfort. 
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Sect. 39. haps a monument be raifed 

to tranfmit your names. 

However in theend he fhall 
go the way his fathers have 
gone before him, and fare as 
they have done: but being a 
wicked man he could never 


19. He fhall go 

to the generation of 
his fathers, they fhall 
never fee light. 


partake of any folid fatis- 
fa&ion, and fhall by no means 
poflefs; fhall be totally fe- 
cluded from the future light 
of eternal life and bleflednefs. 

20 That mortal man who is 
exalted to the higheft dignity 
and intruded with invaluable 
advantages, that yet is defti- 
tute of wifdom and dlfcretion 


zo Man that is 
in honour, and un- 
derftandeth not, is 
like the beads that 
pcrifti. 


how to manage them; and 
not duly apprized of the in- 
liability of all fublunary cir- 
cumdances with the impor¬ 
tance of futurity ; both in his 
life and death mod nearly 
refembles, can pretend very 
little fuperiority to the beads 
that perifh. 
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Book of Psalm s. 


PSALM L. SECT. XL. 

A general fummons to an audit before the Al¬ 
mighty concerning the Jlate of religion. Sacri- 

fees and ritual obfervances performed by wicked 
men deteftible. Truly grateful hearts and obe¬ 
dient virtuous Jives the tnojl acceptable fervice. 
A pfalm ccmpofed or to be performed by 9 
Afaph. 


P 5 A I, M I. I. 

T il E mighty 
God, /w/ the 
Lukj) hath l'poken, 
and called the earth 
iiom the rifing of 
the iun, unto the 
going down thereof. 


z. Out of Zion 

the perfe{iion of 

beauty, God hath 
* 9 

Jhined. 


Psalm 1. i. 


T HE Creator Lor d and Sect 
Judge of the univerfe 
hath alferted his right in pro- j 
mulgating laws to, and ap¬ 
pointing a fovereign teft for, 
all his intelligent and ac¬ 
countable off-fpring without 
exception that inhabit this 
fublunary world. 

Out of the tabernacle: z 

% 

placed on piount Zion: in a 
very nffe£ting manner with 
peculiar fymbols, and the 
mod perfect finilhings of ex¬ 
ternal ornament and magni¬ 
ficence, the divine attributes 
are declared, and his com¬ 
mandments, his glory power 
and goodnefs. 

Ifl 


r ’Tis not fully determined who dfafh was; whether 
the Lc<vite who was contemporary with David ; or the feer 
td that name mentioned zChrou . xai*. 30. 


4 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 40. In equal fplendour and 
v —--majefty that our everlafting. 

^Psalm q od onCe fjg n ig cc J his f u _ 

p'remC pkafure from the lofty 
lummit of burning Sinai * 
fhall he defcend to bring a- 
bout the moft important re¬ 
volution : neither fhall any 
power daunt, bribes corrupt, 
or cunning delude him from 
entering upon and compleat- 
ing a moft equitable and im¬ 
partial procedure : as it were 
a devouring fire fhall lick up 
and confume the dry ftubble 
that comes in his prefence, 
and a violent tempeft fweep 
away the duft, or whirl¬ 
wind difperfe the chaff' all 
around him. 

4 lie fhall command the 
angels, inhabitants of the up¬ 
per heavenly world, to give 
their attendance, and rhe 

fpirirs 


3 Oar God fhali 
s come, and fhall not 
keep filence: a fire 
fhall devour before 
him, and it (hall 
be very tempeftuous 
round about him. 


4. He (hall cell to 
the heavens from 
above, and to the 
earth, that he may 
judge his people. 


*1 Comc t Hawmond interprets this pfalm of the propaga¬ 
tion of Chriltianity with the circumftanccs that attended it. 
The images are fublime and linking; and feein pertinent¬ 
ly applicable whether intended or not of it to the mod 
iignificant and important of periods, represented iu the 
following lines. 

Sure, it is doomfday - - - 

- See the heavens and earth and air 
All on fire! the very feas, like molten glafs, 

Roll their bright waves, and from the fmoaky deep 
Call up the glaring dead ! the trumpet founds 
And the fvvift angels fkim about the globe 
To fummon all mankind. 



_ . r 
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Gather my 
faints together unto 
me: thole that have 
made a covenant 
with me by facrifice. 


6 . And the heavens 
fhall declare h is righ- 
reoufnefs: for God 
is judge himfelf, Se- 
Jah. 


fpirits of juft men made per- Sect. 40. 
feet once probationers upon 
this earth to be prefent; or^ ; 
he fhall appeal to heaven and 
earth requiring both to be 
witnefles to the equal manner 
of his executing judgment 
upon his aflembled people; 
vindicating the juft and pu- 
nifliing the guilty. 

Sound loud your trumpets, 5 
faith the judge of quick and 
dead, and convene to be dif- 
poledof as they (hall be found 
to deferve, thofe among man¬ 
kind upon whom 1 have be¬ 
llowed peculiar extraordinary 
advantages and privileges; 
who have profefled true reli¬ 
gion, and voluntarily obliged 
themfelves by efpecial mod 
folemn engagements to wor- 
fhip and ferve me with a per¬ 
fect heart and a willing mind. 

Correfpondent to the fore- 6 
going appeal, the angelick 
tribes (hall doubtlefs give in 
their teftimony; and avow 
publickly his fentences as per¬ 
fectly conformable to the 
rules of truth and right, wif- 
dom and goodnels: neither 
tn the nature of things is it 
poflible to be otherwife, for 
God himfelf who is infallible 
and moll impartial, conducts 

the 
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Sect. 40 the judicial procefs, and by 

invariable maxims determines 
the grand importance. 

There is not the lead ques¬ 
tion but hisfinal decisions will 
beasfollow,—Give attention, 
my peculiar people, as called 
here by my proclamation to 
underftand what infinitely 
concerns you, and you Shall 
hear it pronounced from my 
own lips: O ye defendants 
from my upright and faithful 
Servant Jacoby I will make a 
moft exprefs full and peremp * 
tory declaration concerning 
behaviour or duty winch was 
from the beginning, and is 
defigned to Hand and hold 
invariably to the end of time: 
I Solemnly proteft unto you, 
and wifh to jfix in your mind 
the certainty of this truth, 
that my exiftence and attri¬ 
butes, the relation I (land in 
to you and all mankind, and 
the obligations I have con¬ 
ferred upon you arc the 
ground and foundation of all 
true religion. 

I will not determine cha- 
rafters, or adjuft thefe affairs 
by reafons and considerations 
taken from your Sacrifices*, 
or your richeft burnt-offerings 
whether they have or they 
have not been prdcnted to 

obtain 


s 


7. Hear, O my 
people, and I will 
fpeak ; O Ifrael, and 
I will tellifv aorainft 
thee* I am God, 
even thy God. 


8 . I will not re¬ 
prove thee for thy 
lacrifices, or thy 
burnt offerings, to 
have been continual¬ 
ly before me. 
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p. I will take no 
bullock out of thy 
houfe, nor he-goats 
oat of thy fold*. 


ro. Fc»* every 
beaft of the foreft is 
’mine, and thecattle 
upon a thoufand 
hills.. 


ii. I know all 
the fowls of the 
mountains: and the 
wild hearts of the 
field are mint. 


obtain mine acceptance, con- Sect. 40ft. 
ftantly as the proper feafons 
returned and witTi all fuitable j g ALW , 
external ceremonies. 

I will not efteem a bullock ^ 
fatted at the flail, nor the 
ehoiceft he-goats of your 
flocks, as a fatisfadion to my 
juftice for your voluntary 
errors, a fubftitute in the 
room of' moral virtue, or a 
fufficient atonement for your 
deliberate crimes. 

Had I need of or delight in i<* 
this kind of fervice, I corn- 
mand as my abfolute proper¬ 
ty the greateft plenty anti 
variety: for, by virtue of a 
prior right than that of any 
other who may lay claim to 
them,evefy bead of the foreft 
rs my own: and the numerous 
flocks which afeend the crag¬ 
gy clifts, browze upon high 
lands, or cover a thoufand 
hills are part of my boundlefs 
poflefflons. 

I perpetually infped, and 1* 
am perfedly acquainted with 
fo as todifpofe of at pleafure* 
not only domeftick animals 
and tamer fowls, but birds 
of prey which- frequent the 
higheft mountains: and as 
if I eonftantly folded them. 



* Mint, fome interpret at my call, or as the Cenev, eji a 

tn §)7 cQmmandemtnt, 



*44 


A Parap^ra^e the 


SficT, 40. wild beafts that live at targe 

which man cannot fubdue, 

1 PL/aM $re in. entire fobjedion to me. 
llm l2 if it were poffible that 1 
had human jmperfe&ions 
and appetites* and was defti- 
tute of fuftenance and fuffer-. 

ed hunger, I would not h ave 
recourfe to. thee, indigent 
man, for fupplies; fpr the 
produce of the moft fertile 
pares of this whole inhabited 
earth is mine, and every 
thing wherewith it is fa a- 
bundantly provided or 
ptenifhed. 

Can fuch grot and abfurd 
imaginations ever gain credit, 
that your moft expenftve of¬ 
ferings have the lead; fignifi- 
cation in the way of addition 
to my confummate happi- 
nets? or thne in like manner 
as you are nourifhed with 
.wholefome diet, fo I, a pure 
fpirir, am refrefhed with 
eating the flefh of facrificed 
bull"', or drinking the blood 
of llain goats ? 

What will avail trofc to 
.obtain rhe Almighty’s favour 
and be molt beneficial to 
yourfcIves, if you fiocereJy 
defirc r.o accompli fh thde 
.gr^at ends of homage, .is 
.trulv'cxprcfTing what a grate- 

✓ 1 O Ca 

fill 


14 


12. If I were 
hungry, I would Jict 
tell tbee, for the 
world is mine and 
the fulneb thereof. 


1 3. Willi' eat the 
flefh of bulls, or 
drink the blocd of 
goats ? 


T A . Offer unto 
God thankf^i'incr, 

o o’ 

and pay thy vows 
iiiUv'J the molt high. 
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ful heart dictates for daily Sect. 40. 
mercies, and habitually acting 
under the influence of the l 
laws of virtue; or regularly 
performing your engage^- 
ments of univerfal righ- 
teoufnefs. 


1 5. And call up¬ 
on me in the day of 
trouble; I will de¬ 
liver thee, and thou 
ftialt glorify me. 


16. But unto the 
wicked God faith, 
what haft thou to do 
to declare my fla¬ 
tuses, or that thou 
ihouldert take -my 
covenant in thy 
mouth. 


Vol. iil 


And as to any perplexities^ 
and even the greateft diftref- 
fes you may meet with, im¬ 
plore my concurrence with 
your prudent and vigorous 
endeavours; and doubt not, 

I will provide means for your 
deliverance; and you foall 
ever have occafion to regard 
me with the higheft pleafure 
as your benefactor, with the 
utmoft reverence and con¬ 
fidence as your fovereign de¬ 
fender. 

But unto the wicked ene-16 
my of Go d truth and virtue, 
whofe palTions are ungovern¬ 
ed and his aCtions pernicious 
to mankind, a juft and good 
God declares; what haft thou 
to do, or how canft thou pre¬ 
tend to explain the rules of 
right and laws of other mens 
actions, whilft thou art doing 
wrong and prefcribing no 
limits to thy own : or profefs 
and teach with zeal and fer¬ 
vour my grants of favour, 
orpromifesof bleffing; whilft 

L in 




A Paraphrase on tht 


Sect. 40. in thy own practice thou 



fheweft no regard to the 
terms of thofe grants, the 
conditions of thofe promifes. 

This is palpably and no- 
torioufly manifeft, feeing thy 


own ftudies and manners con¬ 


tradict the ■ plaineft fuggef- 
tions of wifdom and virtue: 


17. Seeing thoa 
hateft inftruftion, 
and cafteft my words 
behind thee. 


and fo far from applying and 
conforming to my precepts, 
the courfe of thy life throws 
the greateft neglcCt and con¬ 
tempt upon them. 

18 Thou haft publickly coun- When l hou 

penanced, and in fimilar vices a thie £ 

at lead, held conftant com- with h im, and ha ft 
munion with men of the molt been partaker with 
profligate lives and vileft adulterers. 

characters; upon fixing thine 
eyes upon a thief thine arms 
embraced, and thine adhe- 
rence and fupport protected 
him : and thou has been a 


partner with adulterers, if 
not actually in their crimes 
yet in fkreening them from 
j.uftice: neither with any mo- 
defty or to any effeCt could ft 

thou 


* The Heb. fignifies to embrace, adhere to with a pleafing 
content, or chearfu) ready compliance. Or as the LXX. 
interpret thou runt.ej) wtth him. Mudgt renders, thy tongue 
jirirgeth deceit, gn es a whole firing ot it, that is,joins deceit 
Co deceit. The next ver he explains, they run one into another . 
T hou art always — again ipeaking endeavouring to throw 
down, to trip up the hceb of thy own mother's ion. 
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19. Thou gireft 

thy mouth to evil, 
and thy tongue fram- 
eth deceit. 


thou attempt to reclaim them. Sect. <o. 
being thvlclf guilty of the 

r & &1 . . Psalm 

lame or equal enormities. j ld 
Thou giveft thy difcourfe ^ 
a moft licentious vile liberty^ 


to fow diicord, create Vexa¬ 
tion, or do mifchief; thy in¬ 


vention in the moft artful 


20. Thou fitteft 
end I peaked aga in It 
ihy brother; thou 
flandereli thine own 
mothers Ton. 


manner connedteth,or joineth 
together and drefleth up in 
words killing flanders, the 
moft pernicious calumnies. 

Thou applieft thyfelf with20 
alTiduity and unwearied cofi- 
ftancy, in violation of > the 
ftrongeft ties, to report or 
atteft things to the prejudice 
of thy countryman, friend 


or kinfman: thou haft even 


given out flanders and endea¬ 
voured to fix fcandal$ upon 
thy neareft relative and owjy 
brother. 


21. Thcfe things 
hall thou done, and 
1 kept lilence : thou 
thoughteilthat I was 
altogether fuch a one 

O * 

as thy fclf: but I 
will reprove thee, 
und fet them in order 
before thine eyes. 


Thefe are afeertained no-21 
torious fafts, which thou haft 
not inadvertently and through 
infirmity, but deliberately 
committed and frequently 
repeated; and all the while 
as if I could not hear and 
fpeak, or would not obferve 
and refent, in order to afford 
fpace for repentance I have 
deferred juft punifhment; 
which is farther highly pro- 
yoking, thou haft l find moft 

L 2, per- 
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SficT. 40. perverfely interpreted all my 

patience and indulgence into 
an approbation of the vilett 
courfes, and encouragement 
to proceed fecurely in them: 
which I cannot bear, but in 
due time will convince you 
of wrong done, make you 
fenfible of your faults by fuf- 
ferings: and in order to fa- 
tisfy all impartial judges that 
I infiifc proportionable mi- 
feries, will range them in a 
proper difpofition and match 
them exadfly one to another, 
that even you yourfelves may 
be forced to own, you received 
nothing but what was due to 
them. 

Now I advife and hefeech 


you, be admonifhed; and 
inftead of offering facrifices, 
a£t with judgment and pru¬ 
dence, you who in throwing 
contempt upon moral obliga¬ 
tions, and violating the laws 
of piety and virtue have mod 
impioufly affronted and high¬ 
ly provoked Almighty God : 
left you feel the dreadful 
effects of my final difplea- 
fure — there is no rescuing 
you from my hands, nor a 
poffibility but by intervening 
repentance of avoiding end- 
lefs and intolerable torments. 

The 


22. Now confider 
this, ye that forget 
God, left I tear^cM 
in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver. 



Book of P s A LMS. 




‘ Whofo of¬ 
fers Lh praife glori- 
fiethme: and to him 
that ordereth his 

vonverfation aright , 

will 1 fliew the ial- 
vaxion of God. 


149 

The only worth of external Sect. 40* 

profdTions, is the ipiritual J 

facrifice, the religious gra-^ *3!^ 
titude, and virtuous obe¬ 
dience they are connected 
with, exprefllve of, or fub- 
fervient to: and this is the 
fum of all. 41 I look upon 
44 him only as the man 
** that honours me, who 
u offers before me a truly 
44 good and grateful heart; 

“ and none but the man that 
44 fets himfelf to order his 


c< 


courfe of life aright, and in 
L 3 44 fome 


* From the two laft verfes Mudge fuppofes the title of 
this pfalm to be wrong, and that it was written during the 
captivity. Might not thele, if they are neceflarily limited 
to the captivity, be added by way of accommodation to 
the Hate of affairs at that time, and yet the original defign 
of the pfalm be as fpecified in the title ? Or as Peters ob- 
fer ves, “ That the plalnfs have patted through more than 
44 one edition, and have been altered and adapted to a new 
44 occaiion is what may be collected from comparing the 
44 plalm itfelf with the title. In particular, this confefledly 
“ a pfalm of David, and lb entitled has a prayer at the 
44 conclufion, that does not feem very reconcilcable with 
4i the circumftanccs of things in David's time, butfuits the 
4 ‘ Jews in their captivity j and therefore was probably 
4 ‘ added at this time, to make this penitential pfalm of 
4< David s more ufeful to them, by annexing this fhort. 
4 ‘ prayer for their return and the rebuilding of Jerufalew % 
14 in the two Jaft verfes— Be favourable , &c. Thcfe alte- 
4 ‘ rations or additions are all along fuppofed made by per- 
44 fons duly qualified for it, viz. prophets or infpired per- 
“ fons: of whom they feldom wanted one at lead, in 
“ every king’s reign. And in the captivity they had 
11 Ezehial, Daniel \ Efdras ; as after the captivity, Haggai t 
“ 'Aecbariab, Malachi .’V Crit. Dijf. p. 334. 
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« fome meafure actually does 
“ do it, fhall ever find pro- 
“ tedtion and blefling from 
“ God.” 


PSALM LI. SECT. XLL 

Mercy implored . Sin humbly acknowledged. Truth 
and fincerity of repentance profeffed: and de¬ 
clared more acceptable than facrifce. Zion and 
Jerufalem interceded for with engagements- to 
offer the facrifices of righteoufnefs. Directed to 
themafier of mujick , a pfalm of David, when the 
prophet Nathan had waited upon to admonifh 
him y on account of his adultery with Bath-fheba. 


Psalm li. 1. 

Sect. 4.1. T TNDER the deeped 

fenfe of my own guilt 
Psalm anc ) m iiery I addrefs and 

lm humbly befeech thee, mod 

gracious God and father, 
correfpondent to thy un- 
deferved and extraordinary 
benignity to have mercy up¬ 
on me: agreeably to thy 
multiplied expreflions and 
mod exquifite feelings of pity 
and tendernefs, wipe away 
the ftainS, and be reconciled 
to me notwithstanding the 
aggravations of my known 
revolt from thee, and wilful 
difobedience of thy laws. 


Psalm li. 1. 

H AVE mercy 

upon me, O 
God, according to 
thy loving kindnefs: 
according unto the 
multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot 
out my eranfgref- 
fions. 


As 
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1 Warti me through ¬ 
ly from mine ini¬ 
quities, and cleanfe 
me from my fin. 


* 5 « 

As fullers do With gar- Sect. 41 
ments to give them a fpotlels 
cleannefs, molt holy God, Vl 9 2 aLM 
do thou apply to me what¬ 
ever plenty and variety of 
expedients thou approved to 
purify me from moral pol- 
Jutions; from direft contra¬ 


dictions to the plained fug- 
gedions of duty and virtue: 
as the pried to cleaned lepers, 
do thou upon my return to 
obedience pronounce me 
clear from the penal confe- 
quences of my mod grofs 
error. 


3. For I « acknow¬ 
ledge my tranlgref- 
fions: and my fin is 
ever before me. 


For I am far from denying, 3 
or ever attempting to conceal 

L 4 or 


u The following lines feem elegantly to Cxprefs the 
pfalmift’s cafe, and may not be dilagreable to the poetick 
reader: 

--’Tis ever thus 

With noble minds, if chance they Aide to folly 
Remorfe flings"deeper, and ; reJentlefs confcienc* 
Pours more of gall into the bitter cup 
Of their fevere repentance. 

In the corrupted currents of this world, 

Offence’s gilded hand may fhove by jufiice.; 

And oft ’tis feen, the wicked prize it felf 
Buys out the law: but ’tis not fo above ; 

There is no fhufflm£ : there the action lies 
In its true nature ; and we ourfelves compelled 
To give in evidence. What then ? What refts ? 

Try what repentance can f What can it not ? 

Bow ftubbrtrn knees; and heart with firings of ft*el 
Be foft as fine we of the new-born babe: 

Ail may be well. 


The 
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Sect. 41. or palliate my wilful prevari- 

cation with and vile tranf- 

li 5 ALM g re fi~ lon °f God’s moft righ¬ 
teous laws: and if I was in 
the leaft inclined to do it, 
yet the confcious guilt would 
flafh confufion into my face ; 
for the reflections of inward 
bitter compun&ion, like an 
executioner or relenrlefs fury, 
never, not for one Angle 
moment leave me. 

4 What I am in the higheft 
degree concerned for, and 
cannot but tremble to think 
of is, O God, that l have pre- 
fumptuoufly violated thy will 
and law; and committed this 
great wickednefs in thy pre- 
ience, in defpite of thy threat- 
nings, and at the expenfe 
and forfeiture of thy favour; 
whence likewife thy inva¬ 
luable intereft of truth and 
virtue will fuffer: I freely 
declare this, and that I am 
heartily willing to make all 
the atonement of a publick 
confeffion or any thing elfe in 
my power, that thou mayeft 
be acknowledged to be juft 

and 


4. Againft thee 
only have I finned, 
and done this evil in 
thy fight: that thou 
mightcll be jullified 
when thou fpeakeft, 
and be clear when 
thou judgeft. 


The LXX. render vnuurve overcome, i.e. as Buddxus and 
Stephens obferve the word fignifies in judgment as well as 
Rattle, rO| being a forenfick term and denoting a judicial 
acquittance. Some interpret that being a king he could 
not be fubjefted to any human tribunal, yet when the affair 
came to be debated before God he was certain to be calk 
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5. Behold, I was 
fhapcn in iniquity: 
and in fm did my 
mother * conceive 
me. 


6 Behold, thou 
de fire ft truth in the 
inward parts: and 
in the hidden parf 
thou ffialt make me 
to know wildoin. 


all 


l Sl 

that thou Sect.**. 




and good in 

haft exprefied concerning 
me; and fully vindicated it ^ 
ever men, fhould be tempted 
to call in queftion the rea- 
fonablenefs and equity of thy 
proceeding with me. 

It is very certain, as if 5 
crimes and infamy had given 
me birth and I had been a 
fon of fornication, or the very 
feeds of my generation had 
been corrupted,that my error 
is of the fouleft moft enor¬ 
mous kind; and my trefpafs 
an indignity to human nature, 
it is on the other hand 6 
very evident, and what my 
punifhment fully convinces 
me of, that thou haft made 
man upright, and expetteft 
him to maintain his integrity: 
that thou art not contented 
with a fuperikial appearance 
ofgoodnefs: thou loveft truth 
and fincerity in the bottom 
of the heart; this thou art 

now 


ALU 


* Literally as Edwards obferves, warmed me: i. e. 
cherifhed or nurfed me after I was born. He was a (inner 
from the womb, an idiom in feveral languages with fome 
fmall variation in the form of expreflion for a great (inner 
or a very bad man who had contracted exceeding evil 
habits: as being feparated from the womb denotes a good 
and virtuous one. Some part of the paraphrafe of the 
next ver. is taken from Mudge. Truth 2n the inward parts . 
i. e. an hearty fincere obedience both of the adions and 
the affections and thoughts. But fome underftand the 
<; ver. as an extenuation, as if he had faid, I am only a 
mortal man born of a woman. 
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Sect. 4,1. now teaching me,and thycor- 

re&ions plainly tend to give 
me a right underftanding of 
things, and to work it deep 
into my mind. 

7 As ceremonialuncleannefles 
according to the law are puri¬ 
fied with facred fprinkJings, 
lb do thou lead me by the 
confiderations of religion to 
reftify and make all pofiible 
amends for my moral defile¬ 
ment; then (hail l be exempt 
from the punifhment of it: 
by the ftrongeft conviftions 
of the fupreme excellence of 
virtue and piety free my mind 
from all difpofitions or in¬ 
clinations to what is evil and 
criminal; then (hall I acquire 
a moral reftitude and purity, 

like 




7. 7 Purge me 
with hyflop, and I 
ftiall be clean : wafh 
me, and I (hall be 
whiter than (now. 


7 By a very pertinent and ftriking image, the pfalmift 
is fuppofed to be comparing his condition to that of a leper 
under the law. But is it not a miftake, to fuppole that the 
ceremonies alluded to cleanfed from moral pollution; or 
that any thing but repentance was ever allowed to atone 
for this kFnd of guilt ? At leaft adultery murder and idola¬ 
try do not feem to have been in the number of crimes, for 
which the law made any provrfion of atonement Hyjfop 
is faid.to be an herb which grows in great plenty on the 
mountains near 'Jerufahtn; of a bitter talle, but fweetened 
with honey was commonly eaten. It was tyed to a cedar- 
ftick with a fcarlet twine, and ufed in the facred fprink- 
lings of water.and blood. The fponge is fuppofed to have 
been tyed about a bunch of it for our Lord upon the crofs, 
that with the vinegar he might fuck the bitternefs of the 
Hyjfop, vid. Celf. Hierob. Part. I. p. 407. Hiller, tinrofhyt. 
Part. II. p. 45. Numb. xix. 19. Lev. xiv. 7. 16. 27. 51. 
CuJJet . p. 248. 
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I 

like the mod perfect white- Sect. 41. 

nefs of new -fallen fnow. p7alm^ 

s. Make me to Favour me with fuch mef^ jj - g k 

hear joy and glad- fages of peace and tokens of 

nefs: that the bones L _ 

nvbub thou hall mercy, as may recover my 

broken may rejoice. WOUnded for rowing fpirit to 

a placid chearful date: grant 
that my enervated feeble 
heart may retrieve its former 
ftrength and vigour ; which, 
like being ftretched upon a 
crofs ftoned or rebels-beaten 
lying under thy difpleafure 
has exhaufted. 


9. Hide thy face 
from my fins; and 
blot out all mine ini¬ 
quities. 


My errors cannot but al- 9 
ways remain open, to thine 
Omnifcience, but do not 
ftri&ly animadvert upon nor 
according to the laws of 
rigorous juftice punifli them: 
as to any future judgment 
and fentence of condemna- 


• . 

tion for my pad evil courfes 

as it were, erafe them out of 
thy eternal records; never 
hereafter cite them to my 
ftiame and confufion. 


10, Create in me 
a clean heart, O 
God ; and renew a 
right fpiric within 
me. 


Once I a&ed deadily up 1 © 
to the rules which nature and 
reafon diftate; my heart was 
clear from all inordinate cor¬ 
rupt affe£tions; and my fpirit 
and temper fixed and condant 
as to the future prevailing 
regard of truth and virtue: 
at prdent 1 am truly like a 

fpoilecj 
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Sect. 41. fpoiled produftion or demo- 

liflied building: and humbly 
jj beg. Gracious God, that by 

the reeftablifhment of reafon 
confidence and good moral 
principles within me, thou 
wilt as it were new create, 
reftore and confirm me in 
thy faith and fear. 

11 However deferved and juft 
thine indignation is, yet do 
not in this ruinous condition 
utterly depart from and a- 
bandon me: withdraw not 
thofe ufual ordinary means 
and influences of thy fpirit 
and power, whereby thou art 
gracioufly pleafed to fupport 
and enable men to attain or 
preferve the purity and holi- 
nefs of their minds and lives. 

12 Recal to my uneafy breaft 
thatpleafing hope I once pof- 
feffed of thy ready help in 
times of greateft danger: and 
from this fervile abjeft ft ate 
I have reduced myfelf to, 
raife me to a juft lenle of 
liberty and generality \ keep 
me unalterably firm and ftea- 
dy to the future practice of 
virtue and piety. 

Then it will be in my 
power, from my own happy 
experience of thy lenity and 
boundlefs mercy, and it will 

be 


11. Cad me not 
away from thy pre- 
fence; and take not 
thy holy fpirit from 
me. 


12. Reilore unto 
me the joy of thy 
falvation; and up¬ 
hold me <u rtb thy 
free fpirit. 


13. Thai will I 
teach tranfgrefiors 
thy ways, and fin- 
ners fhall be con¬ 
verted unco thee. 



Book 


14. Deliver me 

from z bloodguilti- 
nefs, O God, thou 
God of my falva- 
tion: and my tongue 
Hi all ling aloud of 
thy righteoufnefs. 


1OLoRD,open 
thou my lips, and 
my mouth fhall {hew 
forth thy praife. 


of Psalms. 

be my higheft pleafure to S 
encourage thofe who have ^ 
mod criminally departed 
from them to return to the 
obedience of thy command¬ 
ments: and I do flatter my- 
ielf that my endeavours this 
way fhall not be in vain, but 
by fo extraordinary an in- 
ftance, numbers of the foolifli 
and difobedient fhall be actu¬ 
ally reclaimed, and brought 
to the wifdom of the juft. 

With an heart full of con- 14 
trition for it, I implore the 
forgivenefs of the moft a- 
trocious of offences, which 
in ftriCtnefs deferves a capital 
punifhment, which cries out 
for vengeance, moft juft 
God, my only refuge, my 
foie deliverer and redeemer: 
and I fhall never think 1 can 
fufficiently celebrate thy ex¬ 
treme goodnefs thy infinite 
mercy. 

General prevailing re- 15 
proaches muft have fhut the 
mouth of fuch an horrid tranf- 
greflor; and efpecially the 
confcioufnefs that I have de¬ 
fended them, impofed a pro¬ 
found 


* Mudge interprets blood-guiltincfi, hajs been before ob- 
ferved, not blood fpilt, but that debt of blood, whereby a 
man is rendered obnoxious to the puniih- 

tngnt of death, i, e, any capital crime, fuch as adultery. 
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Sect. 41. found filence upon me, with 

regard to all religious pro- 
feffions and folemnities:. but 
by fully pardoning my fin 
do thou enable me again to' 
open my lips without fuch 
confufion ■, and as from an 
eminent fituation with an ex¬ 
alted voice my mouth frail 
tell the news to thy glory* 
and openly avow the injured 
but important intereft of re¬ 
ligious gracitudeandirelrgious 
virtuous obedience. 

16 For in the way of commas 
tation for fins* or in cqm>- 
parifon with moral goodoefs, 
fidelity and virtue,, thou de- 
fireft not fieri fice, other wife 
I would readily, prefent ac 
thine altar the richeft obla¬ 
tions : thou writ foew no 
favour on> account of burnt-; 


■ 16. For thou dc- 
defireft not facrifice, 
elfe would I give it: 
thou delighted not 
in burnt offering. 


offerings; they do not, ab-» 
ftra£Uy c<>nfidered, at all re*; 
commend to thine acceptance; 
- nor arc the conditions of thy 


mercy. 

17 The moil acceptable and 
availing fa^rifices with an 
holy and good God are, 
wherever there have been 
offences and trefpaffes, a 
grieved and humbled fpiric: 
a broken and truly penitent 
heart that appears in future 

regula- 


17. The facrifices 
of G o d are a broken 
fpiric: a broken and 
a contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not 
delpife. 
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i 8. Do good in 
thy good pleafurc 
unto Zion: build 
thou the walls of 
Jerufalem. 


19. Then (halt 
thou be pleated 
with the (acrificea of 
righieoufnefa, with, 
burnt-offering and 
whole burnt-offer¬ 
ing : then lhall they 
offer bullocks upon 
:bine altar 


regularity and reformation of Sect. 41. 
life, mod merciful God, thou 
wilt not defpife, or refute jj ^ 
thy kind regard to. 

Allow me further from 18 
real publick fpirit to offer up 
a prayer, for the common in- 
tereft and welfare of the ftate 
and nation, which may have 
fuffered through my great 
miftakes; and humbly be- 
feech thee out of thine ever- 
lafting benignity to be fa¬ 
vourable unto Zion\ and con¬ 
tinually promote the ftrength, 
honour and profperity of 
Jerufalem. : . 

Then agreeably to thine >9' 

Own inftitutions, and to thine 
entire approbation, thy peo-t 
pie’s publick devotions fhall 
he performed with pious 
thankful hearts, and accom¬ 
panied with regular and vir¬ 
tuous lives. 


/ 





A 


! 
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A Paraphrase on the 



PSALM LIT. 


SECT, XLII. 


A particular character of the high eft pitch of 
wickednefs defcribed. Evil and mifchief the re - 
verfe of the good Creator . When contrived 
boafted in,,and the whole employ of the tongue to 
promote it, certain to be punifced . The righteous 
triumph in this punifhment. The author prof- 
per o us and thankful . Dire Red to the mufick- 
mafter to the tune Mafchil, an ode or pfalm of 
David, when Doeg the Edomite informed 
Saul, that David was to be found in the houfe 
- of Ahimelech. 


Sect. 42. 



Psalm lii. 1. 

W H Y do you puff your- 

felf up with vain glory 
or rave with foolifh conceit, 
O ungodly cruel tyrant, that 
you have committed the grof- 
left wickednefs, and done the 
greateft mifchief and vio¬ 
lence ? your favage proceed¬ 
ings are diametrically oppo* 
iite to the divine nature, 
neither can they fet afide his 
defigns, who delights to do 
good and fhew mercy •, and 
will preferve me from falling 
into the hands of fuch horrid 
inhumanity. 

Your tongue indeed in¬ 
forms of the trouble and 
for row you have invented 
And performed againft others: 

like 


Ps A LM lii. 1. 


W HY boafieft 
thou thyfelf 
in mifchief, O migh¬ 
ty man ? the good- 
nefs of God endure!b 
continually. 


2. Thy tongue 
cevifeth mifchiefs: 
like a fharp razor 
working deceitfully. 
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idi 


5. Thou loved 

evil more than good, 
and lying rather 
than to fpeak righ- 
teoufnefs. Stlah. 


4. Thou Invert: 

all ilcvouiing words, 
O thou deceitful 
tongue. 


5. God fhall like- 
wife J deltroy thee 
lor ever, he fhall 

take 


ing 


like one of the moft dan- Sect. 42. 
gerous inllruments whetted 
to the keenert edge, it ferves S * LM 
to execute the vileft fchemes 
in the mod perfidious fubtle 
manner. 

Which is to the laft degree 3 
infamous, when both are in 
your power and at your 
option \ it is very evident 
that in a comparifon you 
give the preference to afflict- 
and diftreffing your 
fellow creatures rather than 
promoting their welfare and 
happinefs: and dealing in 
faliehood and deceiving rather 
than fpeaking conformably to 
the rules of truth, equity and 
benevolence. 

It is your higheft pleafure 4 
upon every occafion to fay 
things that are likely to fwal- 
low up thole of whom they 
are fpoken in unavoidable 
ruin and definition; I have 
no patience with thee, Othou 
molt infidious poifonous kil¬ 
ling tongue. 

If you expedt to efcape al- 5 
ways with impunity you lhall 


* This is interpreted of the Jhammatha , eccleliaftical 
cenfure or highell degree of excommunication among the 
7 w, by which their Rabbis not only underhand death for 
the (inner himiclf to fuffer, but excilion by the hind of 

Vol. Ill, M heaven 
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Sect. 4Z. be greatly deceived ; as you 

have meted to others God 
lii/c LM rneafure to you again: as 

you have extirpated them, 
God (hall totally deftroy 
you: as a quantity of fire 
from the hearth he (hall carry 
you off* and force you out 
of your habitation : as a tree 
is plucked up by the roots, 
he (hall utterly eradicate, ex- 
tinguifh,abolifh you-, with all 
memorials of or family be- 

4 

longing to fuch a fon of 
perdition and traitor to hu¬ 
manity. 

6 The righteous and merci¬ 
ful fhall obfcrve and improve 
this providence, as it is na¬ 
turally calculated, to confirm 
them in the regard of Go d and 
virtue: the fear of any way 
offending the fupreme ma- 
jefty ; and the contempt and 
abhorrence of all fuch perfons 
and proceedings. 

7 Pointing dire&ly at you, 
they /hall very pertinently 
obferve — in the dreadful end 
of this carnal ungodly man 
learn the fad caufe of his 

down- 


take thee away, and 
pluck thee out of 
thy dwelling-place, 
and root thee out of 
thelandoftheliving. 

Silah. 


6. The righteous 
nlfo lhr.ll fee, and 
fear, and fhall laugh 
at him. 


7. Lo, this is the 
man that made not 
God his ftrength: 
but trufted in the 
abundance of his 
riches, and ftrength- 
ened himfelf in his 
wickednefs. 


heaven to which he is hereby delivered up, and his pofte- 
ricy like wife to be entirely extirpated. By d^ellirg place 
they render place of the ark and God'9 prefence, or the 
tabernacle : but fomt underftaudby it memorial or hlqrh- 
mcncal infeription. 
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i 


8 . But I am like 
a green ^ olive-tree 
in the houfe of God: 
l truft in the mercy 
of God: for ever 
and ever. 


q. I will praife 
thee for ever, be- 
caufe thou hall done 
it: and I will wait 
on thy name, for it 
is good before thy 
faints. 


of Psalms. 163 
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downfall and moreover what Sect. 42. 
will looncr or later be the 
certain fate of every man that^ 
confiders not the Almighty 
as his grand dependance: 
but who places all his con¬ 
fidence in fecular power and 
the multitude of riches ; and 
who hereby determined! his 
mind to and eftablifheth his 
purpofe in the moft obftinate 
mifehievous wicked nefs. 

I never a£ted under the 8 
influence of thefe impious 
horrid maxims, nor am I in 
thefe wretched circumftan- 
ces; like a growing flou- 
rifhing olive-tree in the 
courts of the temple, I ftand, 
improve, and profper upon 
the foundation of true re¬ 
ligion : the foie objeft of my 
conftant and perpetual re¬ 
liance is the bounty and good - 
nefs of an unchangeable and 
everlafting Jehovah. 

And as in remarkable in- 9 
fiances of exterminating de- 
ferved vengeance, fo on all 
occafions will I yield my 
ready teftimony to the dis¬ 
plays of thy providence; and 

M 2 whoever 


k 'Tis Paid, fuch trees were planted and flourilhed in 
the courts of the tabernacle before the fancluary; or 
Angle trees flood in that part of the temple which had n<* 
roof. 
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Sect. 42. whoever are the inftruments 

declare aftonifhing events to 
j- 3 * LM be thy difpenfations. In every 

emergency it is farther mine 
unaltered purpofe, by the ob- 
fervance of thy laws to expeCt 
thy effectual fuccours: this 
appears perfectly conform¬ 
able to the rules of true re¬ 
ligion, and what wife and 
good people in all ages have 
experienced to iffue in their 
fafety and entire fat is faction. 


PSALM LIII. 

Degeneracy of the times. Surprizes and defeats 
the confequence . Reftoration of Ifrael to their 
own country prayed for. A pfalm of David, 

dire Sled to the mufick mafter , to be performed on 
an hollow wind-infirument like the flute , to the 
tune Mafchil. 


Psalm liii. 1. 


Sect. 42. 



T HE wicked and im¬ 
penitent, plainly de¬ 
clares by his immoral and 
diforderly practices the ex¬ 
tinction as to his mind of all 
virtuous principles, the cer¬ 
tain erafement of all religious 
impreflions: Or, Almighty 
God and his providence have 
no proper import or meaning 
with him that can determine 

his 


Psalm liii. 1. 


T H E fool hath 
laid in his 
heart, there is no 
God; corrupt are 
they, and have done 
abominable iniqui¬ 
ty : there is none that 
doeth good. 
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*&5 


his hopes or excite his fears. Sect. 42. 
Underftandine; and wifdom 
jn fuch wretches are nothing xlvi I0 
but artifice and cunning: 
their craft is alfo malicious 


treacherous and execrable: 
which is moft lamentable of 


2. God looked 
down from heaven 
upon the children of 
men, to fee if there 
were any that did 
underfiand, that did 

feek God. 


all, their numbers fo increafe 
that there is hardly any left 
that will or dare appear in 
favour of virtue, and a£t 
openly and honeftly* 

That an exadt eftimate z 
might be taken, and judg¬ 
ments not promifcuoufly fall 
on good and evil, [jpeaking 
after the manner of men] the 
all-knowing and moft high 
God, looked down from 
heaven to obferve what is 


done upon earth; and to 
govern his providence with 
a friendly care of them, if 
there were any to be found 
that behaved wifely, milled 
in his protection and endea¬ 
voured to obtain his favour 


by ftudying and obeying his 


precepts. 

3, Every one of Even in the divine moft 3 

them is gone back, cand j d and merciful j udg . 

become filthy f there ™ent, there appears a general 
// none that doeth revolt from the laws of truth 


£ood, no not one. and virtue, a prevailing de¬ 
generacy and corruption of 
manners: there is truly fcarce 
M3 an 
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Sect. 42. an individual that cares to 

retain a due fenfe of what is 
liiL “ LM fitting, or ffiews the leaft 

regard to the piety or equity 
of his courfes or pradtices : it 
would be extremely difficult 
to point out one among them 
all that does. 

4 With the ftridleft juftice 
and propriety the queftion 
may be put,— Do fuch in¬ 
corrigible ftupid Tinners, who 
in a diredt contradiction to 
any good or happinefs are in- 
cefiantly labouring to pro¬ 
mote all pofiible mifery and 
diftradtion, underftand any 
thing, think with reafon or 
feel with confcioufnefs ? who 
no more fcruple to devour 
my people than to eat bread; 
neither do they make any 
pretences to nor are under any 
reftraints of moral righteouf- 
nefs or true religion. 

5 The natural confequence 
of fuch difiolute and aban¬ 
doned tempers and adtions is 
a moll daftajdly cowardice 
in danger: indeed it abun¬ 
dantly appeared in their un- 
eafy fufpence, and mofl: ter¬ 
rible apprehenfions where 
there was no external caufe 
nor vifible danger: for it was 
not owing to any human 

means, 


4. Have the work¬ 
ers of iniquity no 
knowledge? who eat 
up my people, ns 
they eat bread: they 
have not called up¬ 
on God. 


There were 
they in ^great fear, 
nxshere no fear was : 
for God hath fcat- 
tered the bones of 
him that encampeth 
egainfi thee, thou 
haft put them to 
fhame, becaufe God 
hath delpifed them. 
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means, but unaccountable Sect. 42. 
panich fears; and an efpecial* ~ 
interpofition of divine pro- 
vidence that their forces dif- 
perfed, or covered the ground 
with flaughcered heaps, when 
they had encamped for a 
iiege, or were formed for an 
engagement againft: his peo¬ 
ple : the foie realbn why you 
are viftorious, is becaufe they 
have difhonoured and infulted 


6 . O that the fal- 
vatiou oflfrael mere 
cottut out of Zion ! 
when God bringeth 
bick the captivity 
of I)i5 people, Jacob 
flnll rejoice and Is¬ 
rael fnall be glad. 


Almighty God, therefore 
hath he defeated, and expofed 
them as obje£t$ of his entire 
contempt and abhorrence. 

It were moft ardently to 6 
be wifhed, and in due time 
we hope Jhall be effected* 
that a compleat deliverance 
by the God of Zion fhall be 
wrought for Ifrael\ a reverfe 
put upon our prefent ftate 
of calamities and fufferings; 
and our unfettled exiled peo¬ 
ple be brought back from a 
moft tedious captivity to 
their own country: then in¬ 
deed in the moft expreffive 
geftures the defendants of 
Jacob fhall ihew gladnefs, 
and all the tribes of Ijrad 
exceedingly rejoice. 


M 4. 


PSALM 
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PSALM LIV. 

*The Almighty addreffed for fuccour. tfhe dijlrefs 
the effect of inhofpitality and tyranny . his 
hope and truft that Providence would proteEl 
him and recompence his enemies . Promifes of 
gratitude , and ajfurance of an opportunity fpee- 
dily of exprejfmg it . Committed to the m after 
of the ftrmged inftruments of mufick to be per¬ 
formed to the tune Mafchil. Apfalm of David, 
when the inhabitants of Ziph, where he con¬ 
cealed bimfelfi informed oft and would have be¬ 
trayed him into the hands of Saul, i Sam. 
?cxiii. 15. 19. 


Psalm liv. 1. 


Sect. 42.T)Y thine honour and dif- 

' Jj tinguifhed titles, O Al- 
Psalm mighty Being, thine abfolute 
ir ’ *’ dominion and fupreme per¬ 
fection I befeech thee to de¬ 
liver me from the prefent ex¬ 
tremity of danger; and pre- 
ferve and defend me by thy 
fuperior invincible power 
from the greateft injuries. 

2 O moft juft God regard 
my fupplications for obtain¬ 
ing plain right: my terms 
are exprefs, my neceftity ma- 
nif'eft, and my manner moft 
urgent, lend a gracious ear. 

3 For ftrangers who were 
thruftoutof their nativecoun- 
py, barbarians who are de- 

ftitute 


Psalm liv. 1. 


S AVE me, O 
Gnd, by thy 
name, and judge me 
by thy ilrength. 


2. Hear my prayer, 
O God; give ears 
to the words of my 
mouth. 


3. For Grangers 
are rifen up agairnl: 
me, and opprefl'ors 
feek after my foul; 

they 



Book of P S A L M S* 



they have not fet 
<joJ before them, 
belah. 


4. Behold, God is 
mine helper: the 
Lord /'/ c with them 
that uphold my foul. 


5. Heftiall reward 
evil unto mine ene¬ 
mies : cut them off 
in thy truth. 


ftitute of all worth and com- Sect. 42 . 


mon humanity, ftand up as 
evidences and enemies againft 
me; tyrants and fcourges to 
mankind for their exactions 
and oppreflions fludy to kill 
me; they are as utterly defti- 
tute of all confcience and re¬ 
ligious reverence refpedting 
an Infinite Being, as if no 
fuch Being exifted. 

Hqwever determined and 
unavoidable, from fuperior 
ftrength and an inveterate 
malignity in my enemies, my 
ruin may feem to be; yet I 
am very certain from the di¬ 
vine afiurance given me to 
the contrary, that they fliall 
never be able to effedt it; 
for verily the Omnipotent 
God is mine helper: the fu- 
preme ruler is my fupport, 
and there can be no fear but 
my life fhall be preferved. 

They have more reafonable 
ground of terrible apprehen- 
fions ; and in the ifiue a mofl 
righteous God fhall doubt- 

lefs 



Psalm 

liv. 3. 




€ With them that uphold \ an nfual form of expreflion for 
an upholder or fupporter. Thus Jephtba tells his daugh¬ 
ter, thou art among or with the trouhlers of me> i. e. ii) 
an high degree haft troubled or grieved me, Judg. xi. 35. 
1 am *witb the laji y i. e. I am the laft, Ifai , xli. 4. Hof x i. 4. 
Pfal. lv. 18. Ixix. 26. In the Greek ftyle the fame idiom 
pccufs and avttt tco ^r\)s<nuv ftgnifies only to be rich. 
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StocT. 42. lefs bring that mifchief upon 

their own heads which they 

xlviii.Tz. had mar ^ ed me out for : as 

* is agreeable to thy own truth 

and faithfulnefs, and their 

wretched demerit, do thou 

entirely fupprefs them ; let 

thy judgments overtake and 

extirpate them. 

6 My facrifices and free-will 
offerings fhall celebrate the 
happy occafion: my publick 
acknowledgments afcribe all 
poffible dignity and glory to 
thy power and goodnefs, for 
they will moft richly deferve 
thehighefteverlafting praifes. 
j Efpecially am I laid under 
obligations to the greateft 
thankfulnefs for this deliver¬ 
ance, becaufe it will be a 
moft complete one: when I 
am favoured therewith, not 
only prefent perplexities fhall 
entirely ceafe, but all future 
apprehenfions vanifh: and 
whatever can juftly be defired 
as to the due chaftifement of 
my enemies, rather difabling 
them from being further 
troublefome, fhall appear in 
this extraordinary difpenfa- 
tion to be fully vouchfafed 
me. 


on the 


6 . I will freely 
facrifice unto thee* 
I will praile thy 
name, O Lord, for 
it is good. 


7. For he hath 
delivered me out of 
all trouble; and mine 
eye hath l'een his 
defire upon mine 
enemies. 


psalm 



I 


tjl 
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PSALM LV. SECT. XLIII. 

Afliftance implored in a Jlrain truly patbetick and 
full of lamentation. Popular diftitrbances , and 
the perfidy and treachery of a favourite com¬ 
plained of, Their correction and fupprejfion fo¬ 
liated and bis own tranquillity and fafety. Di¬ 
rected to the mufick tnajter y to be performed on ' 
the harp to . the tune Mafchil. A pfalm or 
fong of David. The occafion^ as is fuppofed % 
Abfalom’j rebellion. 


P S A L M lv. |. 


G IVE ear to my 
prayer, O God: 
and hide not thyfelf 
from my fupplica* 
'ion. 


2. Attend unto 
me, and hear me : 
I a mourn in my 
complaint,and make 
a u noife. 


Psalm lv. i, 

G OD and father of all. Sect. 43 

whofe fuccour under 
affliction all naturally feek'j v< s ^ M 
for, do nor in thy difpen- 
fations appear deaf to my 
humble and earned: petitions: 
nor, thou my only refuge 
unaffected with, unconcerned 
about my diftrefies moft par 
thecically laid before thee. 

Difpofe thy good mind to 2 
a clofe attention, and thy 
gracious providence to a rea¬ 
dy anfwer, fuch as is corre- 
fpondent to thy wifdom and 
my peculiar requefts and ne- 

ceffities: 


a Moum , MuJge renders while I weep frQip VP which 
fometimes fignihes dropping with tears. 

b The radix is applied to the noife and rage of Baccha¬ 
nals, Zec/j. ix. 15. Waves of the fea. y^r v.22. An 
invading enemy, fier. vi. 23. The roaring of a bear. 
t v. The howling of a dog. Pfal, lix. 6. 
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Sect. 43. ceflities: fo enlarged and in¬ 
flexible are my troubles and 
miferies that I cannot but in¬ 
dulge complaint, expatiate in 
remonftrating, and through 
the bittereft anguifli impor¬ 
tune, befeech, cry out aloud 
f6r help. 

There is real vifible ground 
for an extreme uneafinefs a- 
rifing from the vile calum¬ 
nies, menacing language, and 
thundering declarations of 
the enemy; who as an hungry 
lion roaring after his prey, 
threaten every thing dear to 
me : from tyrants and reft- 
lels troublers of mankind, 
who as a cart is loaded with 
fheaves of harveft, weigh me 
down with the heavieft op- 
prefiions and afflictions: they 
are induftrious to load me 
with falfe accufations and 
fatten on me the mod horrid 
charges : their oppofition and 
perfecution proves a violent 
indignation and an impla¬ 
cable malice and hatred. 

4 Like the travel pains 
of a woman in a moft dif¬ 
ficult labour, fuch is the 
anguifli and horror of my 
trembling heart: neither do 
my dangers feem to 
much fliort of his who is con¬ 
flicting with the agonies of 

.death* 


3. Becaufe of the 
voice of the enemy, 
becaufe of the op- 
preflion of the wick¬ 
ed : for they cad 
iniquity upon me, 
and in wrath they 
hate me. 


4. My heart is 
fore pained within 
me : and the terrors 
of death are fallen 
upon me. 
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death, or all over wounded Sect. 43.' 


5. Fea»fulnefs and 
trembling are come 
upon me, and hor- 
rour hath over¬ 
whelmed me. 


6. And I faid, O 
that i had wings 
Jikeadove! for then 
would I fly away 
and be at reft. 


7. Lo, then would 
2 wander far off, and 
remain in the wil- 
dcrncfs. Sclah. 


expiring on the ground : un- 
avoidable mortality glares lv s £ tM 
full in my face. 

An unufual confternation 5 
and the mod terrible appre- 
henfions moreover grow up¬ 
on me: and what feems to 
intimate that it will be fatal, 
the dreadful prefages in my 
troubled breaft overpower, 
confound, quite unman me. 

Under thefe difmal clouds, 6 
efpecially this diflipation of 
fpirit, I have truly reflected 
and declared ;— how gladly 
ihould I now exchange the 
higheft envied ftation for a 
peaceful calm retreat? who 
will provide means for my 
efcape from fceptered difquie- 
tudes and tottering thrones! 
or who will lend the ftrongell 
fwifteft wings, that with the 
quickeft motion of a feather¬ 
ed dove, I might vibrate in 
the flcy, or flcim the air till I 
lighted on fome quiet habi¬ 
tation, fome fettled reft. 

As the frighted bird flaps 7 
its pinions and fpeeds its flight 
to the greareft diftance from 
danger, fo would 1 hafte from 
thefe fad feenes of tribulation 
and adverfity*, and continue 
at leaft while they lafted in 

fome 
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Sect. 43. fome obfcure and fafe abode 

even of an inhofpitable dreary 

defert. 

g There fhould be nothing 
to retard, or delay a moment 
the utmofl: expedition of my 
paflage* to be exempt from 
a condition of being truly re- 
fembling the roughed of 
ftorms, the driving whirl¬ 
wind, or the overwhelming 
hurricane. 

9 Their numbers and mea- 
fures are fuch, that inftant 
extraordinary judgments, or 
a fpirit of difcord and infa¬ 
tuation can only prevent the 
fuccels of them: Infinite 
God, as if the earth opened 
and fwallowed them up, let 
perdition of fome kind leize 
them: influence them to con- 
tradift, like the ancient Babel- 
builders, who could not un- 
derftand, one another, in their 
confutations to their entire 
confufion: for I have un^ 
doubted intelligence of the 
lhocking progrefs, like the 
quickeft poifon, of this vio¬ 
lent oppoficion carrying on 
in the royal city, and the 
fcenes of iniquity that arc 
committed there. 


8. I would haften 
my efcape from the 
windy Aorm and 
tcmpell. 


9. Deftroy, O 
Lord, and divide 
their tongues: for I 
have fecn violence 
and ftrife in the city. 




Book Of Ps A LMS. 


l 75 


10. Day and night 
ilicy c go about it 
u;>on the walls there¬ 
of: mifchief alfoand 
forrow are in the 
xnidft of it. 


11. Wickednefs is 
in the midft thereof: 
deceit and guile de¬ 
part not from her 
itreete. 



As To many guards let. Sect. 43. 
they feein to confider the 
moll atrocious crimes as their 
fecurity; and fill all Jerufa- 
km with them that they may 
be perfectly free from danger: 
all manner of calamities and 
diftra&ions are mod fenfibly 
felt, and actually reign uncon¬ 
trolled in every part of that 
facred place which ought a- 
bove all places to be pre- 
ferved from them. 

They are degenerated into i1 
the lowed Hate and bottom- 
lefs gulph of infatiable luft 
and brutality: infidious de- 


12. vor it was 
not an enemy that 
reproached me, then 
I could have born 
it; neither was it 
he that hated me, 
that did magnify 
himfelf again d me, 
then I would have 
hid my felf from him. 


vices and execrable calumnies, 
like the natural fruit of trees, 
or common traffick of a town, 
never ceafe from her publick 
ftreets or broadeft ways. 

What greatly heightens 12 
my affliction is the unworthi- 
nefs and ingratitude of the 
principal perfon concerned in 
it: for had one with whom 
I had lived at enmity loaded 
me with reproaches, though 
enough painful 1 could have 
patiently endured it: or had 

my 


c By a poctick linking reprefentation, rebellion , ^violence 
and contention feem animated, made perfons of, and put 
into pofleflion of the city, with other combinations of 
moral ideas Rationed as a kin^ of guards to defend them. 


§ 
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13 


Sect. 43. my avowed enemy fpirited 

up an oppofition and tried to 
advance himfelf upon my 
downfal and ruin, I fhould 
have been better guarded 
againft his defigns, and kept 
my affairs fecret from his 
knowledge. 

But the rifk is much great¬ 
er and the confequences are 
likely to be terrible when I 
point to the pcrfon, for it was 
thou thyfelf, a man of weight 
and influence, that filledfi: the 
higheft department, my mi¬ 
ni ft er of ftate, and mine inti¬ 
mate friend. 

No two could be more 
ftrongly connected, nor more 
entirely confide in each other: 
as a member of my privy 
council we joined in con¬ 
certing all publick meafures; 
and perfect harmony in the 
folemnities of religion feemed 
to lix the facred tie of en 
tire friendfhip ; for from time 
to time we joined the great 
congregation in their expe¬ 
ditious march to the blelfed 
tabernacle, with united hearts 
and hands to perform before 

an 


14 


13. But it was 

thou, a man, mine 
equal,my guide,and 
mine acquaintance. 


14. We took 
fweet counfel to¬ 
gether, and* walked 
unto the houfe of 
God in company. 


d Some render, wf hi tied our few ts t??<ether to the nfFemhl y. 
sve '-walked, &c. As the Rabbis obierve, they went in halte 
to the fynagogue, but returned leisurely. 
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an All-dilcerning God one S3 ct. 43 
and the fame offices of de- 

. • Psalm 

VOtlOn. \v. 14. 

Such diflembling hypo-, s ’ 
crify with God and'man is 
clearly fubverfive of human 
fociety, and the guilty wretch 
undeierving of the common 
benefit of living in this world : 
like an exadfrrtg creditor let 
death feize upon them; to¬ 
tally fruftrate their defigns; 
and from their higheft imagi¬ 
nary exaltation; bring them 
down in one band or com¬ 
pany, like the mutinous clan 
in Mofcs's days, into the low- 
eft fheol; for due puniftiment 
hi that difmal part of the in- 
vifible ftateit will be moft 
juft, for the moft pernicious 
wickednefs, like J a conftanc 
inhabitant his dwelling, pof- 
lclfes their hearts, and its 


1 y. e Let death 

feiie upon them, and 
let them go down f 
t^uick into hell: for 
uickcdnefs is in 
their dwellings, and 
among them. 


. » % 

* Some interpret, let death deceive them , i. e. fruftrate 
their defigns : others, forget them, i. e. let them not die a 
natural death ." 

• . 

> k 

( ^uicky the radix fignilies to live, to fanie ali*ve> and 
his hurry of mind or tFanfport of paffion ml^ht be urged 
for the pfalmill’s firft killing, then difpatching them alive: 
or it might be rendered -7- l?ct death arrejltktm % or rather 
let them be hurried down alive- both body and foul to the 
place of punijhment . But the word denotes like wife a troops 
congregation family or body of people : 2 Sam. xxiii. 1 1, 13. 
T/al. lxviii 1 o. Ixxiv. 15. andthe number or person having 
been fuddenly changed, in a body or company may perhaps 
here belt exprefs the meaning. 


Vol. HI. 


N 


perpc : 
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Psalm 

Iv. 16. 


■ perpetration is 
'hand. 


ever near at 


The fituation of affairs is 
extremely critical and pre¬ 
carious, neverthelefs I will 
not defpair: but as what prin¬ 
cipally concerns me, I will 
aft as providence opens a way 
and implore divine fuccour: 
neither am I without (Iron 
hopes, that a moft mercifu 
God will free me from thefe 
dangers, and reftore my liber¬ 
ty and fafety. 

17 At the three ufual times 
of offering up devotions will 
I enlarge moft copioufly in 
my humble Applications: in 
the anguifh of my heart I 
will cry aloud to God for 
help: and certainly a moft 
compaftionate Being will hear 
and effeftually anfwer my 
complaining voice. 

18 As ifa price was paid down 
for them, I make myfelf per¬ 
fectly fecure of life and peace, 
notwithftanding the unna¬ 
tural oppofition and moft un¬ 
juft war now carrying on to 
deftroy me: their numbers 
and policies do not avail; the 
ftrengthof heaven is infinite¬ 
ly fuperior, and abfolutely 
invincible, and that is on my 
fide. 


16. As for me, 
I will call uppn God: 
and the Lord fhail 
fave; 


le. 


17. Evening and 
morning, and at 
noon will I pray, 
and cry aloud : and 
he fhall hear my 
voice. 


18. He hath de¬ 
livered my foul in 
peace from the bat¬ 
tel that again ft 
me: for tbeh: wex$ 
many with me. 


In 
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iq. God Dial] hear 
am) them,even 
hcthaeabidethofold, 

Sc I ah: becaufe they 
have no 6 changes, 
therefore they fear 

sot God. 


In his providential direc- Sect. 43. 
: fcion, the Omnipotent Being ^Tf**"*** 
will exprefs a kind regard to 
rny humble petition: and 
execute upon them his heavy 
judgments fo as to fink their 


towering ambitious fpirits:" 
even that eternal Deity, who 
‘-antecedentto all fleeting time 
fat alone and unrivalled upon 
his royal throne of glory and 
fupremacy. They have not 
khown adverfity, nOr been 
exercifed with a fucceffion Of 


trying affli&lons as I have 
been, therefore they are not 
duly concerned about the re¬ 
ligion of their principles, or 
the virtue'and piety of theii* 
hearts and lives. 


13. He hath put This injurious- and perff 20 

forth his hands a- man | iat h dire&ly 

peace with him: he ftruck at Pylons ot panficlc 

Jiath h broken his tempers, who had lived in : 
covenant. N 2 ’ harmony 


S Changes* Come interpret of the mind from wickedneft 
and obftinacy to an happier temper, which they have none, 
but are impenitent and incorrigible ; whence it appears 
that they have no fear of .God before their eyes, or con- 
tiderntions of religion in their mind The connexion, and 
general fignification of the original word feem rather td 
require it to be underlined of changes in outward circum- 
ftances. The radix is applied to the driving of a nail, 
Judg v. 26. (hooting of an arrow. Job xx 24. and varieties 
of affliction that like troops of foldier9 fuccced one another, 
and make conllant frefti attacks. Job x 17 

h The radix ftgmfies to break the texture of a body by 
penetrating into* or perforating the fubfiaHi* thereof: arid 

Grotiut 
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Sect. 43. harmony with him, and to 

whom he had profeffed an 
entire regard: he hath vifibly 
cancelled the mod folemn en¬ 
gagements, indeed at once 
diflolved all obligations. 

Nothing was eveF fmoother 
and fuller of refpedl than his 
pretenfions, at the very time 
that he was forming confpira- 
cies, and his mind wholly 
bent upon war and blood- 
Ihed: like fragrant ointment 
or the richeft oil, his difcourfe 
flowed with expreflions of 
kindnefs and tendemefs, yet 
they were only meant to 
conceal and render more ef¬ 
fectual the worft defigns *, in¬ 
deed to hide daggers or drawn 
fwords that were fliortly to 
be brandifhed, and plunged 
into our naked bofcms. 

Only with the forefight of 
a fallible man in fuch in- 
ftances it is impoflible to be 
guarded; but mortal frail 

creature. 


22 


21. The words of 
his mouth were 
fmoother than but¬ 
ter, but war was in 
his heart: his words 
were fofter than oil, 
yet were they drawn 
fwords. 


22. Call thy 1 
burden upon the 
Lord, and he (haft 
fuftain thee: hefhall 
never ftfffer the righ¬ 
teous to Et moved. 


Grot Jus fuppofes not improbably the ancient cuflom here 
alluded to of cancelling bonds by ftriking a nail through 
the writing, which the Apoftle feems to have in his eye. 
Col. ii. 14. 

* Mudge underftands by burden what is given us from 
God, our allotment whatever it be; he encourages him- 
felf and every one elfe to leave that to God. The word 
may be rendered hope, folicitude, burden , or the fup fly of his 
•wants, and feems to denote himfelf and his affairs. 
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23. But thou, 
<Tiod, flialt bring 
them down into the 
pit of deftruttion: 
bloody and deceit¬ 
ful men fhall not 
live out haJf their 
.days, but I will trull 
in thee. 


creature, hence learn to com* Sect. 43 
mit the fupply of all thy de- 

r . rr , J r • Psalm 

hciences to the care of divine j v 22 
wifdom: and providence will 
doubtlefs take the charge of 
all affairs that concern thee 
to maintain andpreferve them 
in a proper condition or fitua- 
tion : he never will fuffer men 
of upright defigns and vir¬ 
tuous charadlers to be dif- 
concerted in their laudable 
endeavours, or utterly dif- 
abled from procuring an 
honeft livelihood. 

On the other hand, moft *3 
juft-G od, by a fudden ftroke 
of thy terriblevengeance, thou 
wilt bring down thefe un¬ 
godly trou biers of the world, 
into that deep pit which fhall 
fwallow them up in complete 
and remedilefs deftruftion: 
liich abandoned criminals and 
perfidious traitors may be 
certain of coming to an un¬ 
timely end; before they have 
fo much as divided their days, 
or half-finifhed the ufual full 
period of this mortal life; 
but my unftiaken firm per- 
luafion is that I am perfeftly 
fecure in thy faithful keeping. 


N 


3 
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PSALM LVI. SECT. XLIV. 

J’be author's extreme danger , his religious confi¬ 
dence, His exprejfiaits perverted^ and every Jlep 
of his conduct narrowly obferved. Iniquity fome 
time to be pumjhed , fujfering virtue recom- 
penced , and the Almighty abfolutely to be relied 
on. A golden ode or excellent pfalm of David, 
dire Sled to the mafter of mufick y and entitled 
the dove of the diftant groves, compofed on 
occafion of his falling into the hands of the 
Philiftines at Gath* 


Sect. 44. 

Psalm 
Ivi. 1. 


Psalm lvi. 1. 

% 

A DMIT me, ever-blef- 
fed God, to fupplicate 
thy affectionate regard and 
immediate powerful fuccour, 
for I am in the utmoft dan- 


Psalm lvi. 1. 

B E merciful unto 
me, O God, for 
man would fwallow 
me up: he fighting 
daily opprefleth me. 


ger; and my favage enemy, 
like a ravenous lion, is upon 
the hot purfuit, as it were to 
fwallow me up at once, or 
make a fingle morfel of me: 
in confuming mankind with 
his battles and fieges, or in 
• laying wafte all before him 
to come at me, he makes 
fuch continual violent thrufls 


as render my life both very 
precarious and extremely 
miferable. 

2 My curious prying adver- 
faries who are upon the watch 

for 


2. Mine enemie3 
would d^jly fwallow 
me up : for they be 

many 
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m.iny that fight a- 
^ainft me, ^ O thou 
molt High. 


for an opportunity, like wild Seer. 44 
beads in a chafe upon the 
ftrongeft feent are moft ar- lvi * A 2 LM 
dent and inceflant in their" 


3. What time I 

am afraid, I will 
trull in thee. 


4. In 1 God I 
will praife his word, 
in God I have put 
my trufl, I will not 
fear what fleih can 
do unto me. 


endeavours to deftroy me : O 
thou who art infinitely above 
all, they are moreover moft 
Janguine in their hopes, that 
they fhall be able to effed: it 
from their prevailing ftrength 
and numbers. 

At that critical corrjunc- 3 
tore when I am filled with* 
the moft terrible apprehen- 
fions, and my aking tremb¬ 
ling heart ready to fink into 
difpondency; I will fupport 
myfelf with the comfortable 
hopes of thy protection, and 
a firm reliance on thy faith- 
tulnefs power and goodnefs. 

Whatever difficulties and 4 
obftruftions lie in the way, I 
am fully afiured that by 
virtue of the divine affifiance 
I fhall be able to furmount 
them; and fhall celebrate the 
conftancy of the only living 
and true God to his word of 


s 



my dependence 

being 


k O thou moft high t Mudgt renders with a high hand \ or 
at great advantage. 

1 The Chald. Paraph, interprets, in the attribute of the 
Juftice of God, I will praife or rejoice in his word, in the 
Attribute of his mercy, i. e. whether he punifhes or 

pities I will praife him. 
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Sect. 44.. being the undoubted fteadi-' 

nefs of an unchangeable and 
, vj : a ; m omnipotent God*, 1 will reck¬ 
on mylelf entirely fecure, as 
to the circumfcribed fhort- 


lived power of mortal perifti- 
ing man. 

5 I am indeed concerned 
with fome of the mod corrupt 
and perverfe of men: my 
exprefiions cannot be fo fuffi- 
ciently guarded, my defences 
ftrong, nor my hpnefldefigns 
made fo apparent * but they 
mifconftrue my words into a 
quite different meaning, or 
fruftrate my views and pur- 
pofes: their invention is tor¬ 
tured and their whole aim 


5. Every day they 
wreft my words: all 
their thoughts are 
againft me lor evil. 


directed to perplex afflift and 
diftrefs me. 

6 Solely on this vile account 
they aflemble for mutual con¬ 
futation; they conceal them- 
ielves in by-ways, or lurk in 
fecret places; they narrowly 
watch all my motions that 
they may avail themfelves ol 
any occafion or advantage 
againft me: from all which 
it is exceeding plain that they 
are only waiting for an op¬ 
portunity to take away my 
life. 


6. They gather 
themfelves together, 
they hide them¬ 
felves, they mark 
my fteps when they 
w ait for ray foul, 


And 
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7. Shall they m 
0 1 tape by iniquity? 
in thine anger cart 
down the people, O 

God. 


And fuppofe they could £*ct. 44; 

by any iniquity or prevari- ~p 
Cation with God’s laws, ac-j vi 7> 
complilh their wicked ends; 
yet have they further expe*- 
dients of the fame corrupt 
fort, to ward off the confe- 


quences? in thy jult difplea- 
fureat their execrable deligns. 
Almighty and Eternal God, 
fruftrate them: and precipi¬ 
tate the deftruflion of that 


impenitent and incorrigible 
people who were capable of 
forming them. 

s. Thou telleft As thou takeft a moll 8 


my wanderings, put 
thou my tears into 
t hv bottle : are they 
not in thy book ? 


exadt account of my afflic¬ 
tion, and peculiarly unfettled 
wandering condition; fo I 
befeech thee let not the tears 


I Ibed in my diftrefs fall to 
the ground and perilh : but 
preferve them in thy keeping 
as a pious memorial of my 
undeserved but moft fevere 


fuffering. Are they not for 
this purpofe already recorded 
in the book of thy remem¬ 
brance ? 

9. When I try I have always experienced 9 

unto thee , then (hall 3$ to the p a ft Q f m y life, and 

mine enemies turn w jjj nQt doubt j t as t0 the 

back: this 1 know, r 1 /* 1 11 

for God is for me. future, that fo long as 1 have 

obferved 


w Some render, according to their iniquity, ahjeh?ion,cnjh*g t 
fitting (hall he to them , i. e. as vile abje&s they (hall be 
. c. '.cj of, or caft out from Qod. 



tS€ A Paraphrase 

S*qt. 44. obferved the laws of thy pro- 
u 'vidence, whenever I have 
Jv j humbly requefted help and 

*' mercy, thou haft readily an- 

fwered; and thrown defeat 
and confufion upon the de- 
ligns and utmoft force of 
mine enemies: ih this I am 
firmly grounded, that the 
good and righteous God 
takes part with the injured* 
therefore is on my fide: and 
that his fuccour ftiall never 
difappoint my reafonablc 
hopes from it. 

10 The performance of his 
promifes in fending timely 
and effedlu al aid, fhall lay frelh 
obligations upon me, of the 
moft publick. thankful ac¬ 
knowledgments : I depend 
not on the word of a frail and 
inconftant man, but the ex- 
prels declarations of a faith¬ 
ful good God ; wherefore 
my prefent troubles fliall in¬ 
fallibly ifiue in the devouteft 

prajfes. 

11 I repeat it, my confidence 
relies on the eflential truth 
and mercy of an immutable 
and everlafting God; con- 
fequently I do rationally dif- 
mifs all folicitude, as to the 
greateft power or policy of a 
creature,made upof infirmity 
and vanity like mortal man. 

When 

. *■ • 


on the 


% 


i-o. In Ged uif; 

I praife his word : 
in the Lord will I 
praife his word. 


11. In God have 
I put my truft: I 
will not be afraid 
what man can do 
unto me. 
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it, n Thy vows When the day (hall dawn. Sect. 44. 
* :rf u P cn me » ., is Earn fully afiured it fhall 

unifa unto the* ? awn > of m Y compleat de- lvL l2m 

Uverance, I fhall not forget 
my voluntary engagements 
under affliction: but, whether 
refpefting facrifices or Spe¬ 
cially moral obedience, mall 
reckon myfelf indifpenfably 
obliged to perform the vows 
f made to thee my God and 
Redeemer: I will render the 
molt perfeCt tribute, and figni- 
ficant expreffions of thankf- 
giving and adoration. 

In as much as I have fre- 
quently been in the greateft 
vifible danger, and thou haft 

loot f rom falling that kindly interpofed to refcue 
i inny walk before roy life from the very jaws 
Goii in the light of deftruCtion v may I not 

the living. f„Uy depend that thou wilr 

ftill guide my fteps, and 
eftabliffi my going that I be 

not fupplan ted y pulhed dawn* 

or driven to an extremity of 
ftraits and difficulties-:. that 
under the favourable afpcCl: 
of thy good providence I 
may enfoy fafety y and make 
daily progreft ia all inftances 
both of. virtuous obedience 
and of earthly profperity. 


it. For thou haft 

^ * 

delivered my foul 
from death: nvi/t 
not thou deliver mV 


n Literally, I am bound, to perfonm^tfy vows^ tbs vovjj 
l have made to thee. 


PSALM 
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PSALM LVII. 

* 

Protection humbly requejted and confidence in the 
Almighty exprejfed under the greatefi calamities 
arifing from cruel ungodly and arbitrary men. 
Promife to fhew a becoming and unfeigned grati¬ 
tude. Directed to the mufick mafter to be per¬ 
formed to the tune deftroy it not. A hymn or 
golden ode of David when he fled fronts and did 
not take the life of Saul in the cave , or Jlrong 
hold </Emgodi. i Sam. xxiv. 2, 3. 

Psalm Ivii. 1. Psalm Ivii. I. 

ORD of earth and T) E merciful unto 
heaven, doubling my -D me. OGod.be 

addrefs, I moft earneftly be- for my foul crufteth 

feech thee, to enlarge thy in thee : yea, in the 
care and extend thy moft Shadow of thy wings 

compaflionate regard to me: 1 make re ~ 

the refcue and fafety of my la * itie5 be overpaft. 
life in the prefent hazards 
wholly depend on thy extra¬ 
ordinary interpofition and 
protedion: truly, from thy 
guardianlhip, as under the 
lhade of fpreading wings, can 
I only rationally exped to 
find flicker and fecurity dur¬ 
ing this calamitous feafon* 
or until thefe ftorms of afflic¬ 
tion and tribulation are blown 
over. 

2 In the moft importunate 
conftant addrefles I will im¬ 
plore fuccour of Almighty 

God : 


1. I will cry unto 
God moll high: unto 
God that perform - 
erh alltbivgi for me. 
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3. He fhall fend 
from heaven and 
fare me from the 9 
reproach of him that 
would fwallow me 
up; Selah. God 
fhall fend forth his 
mercy and his truth. 


God : unto the unchangeable Sect. 44, 
and eternal ruler will l offer ^ ^ 

. , . , r Fsalm 

unwearied continual iuppli- lvii 3- 
cations: who in the courfe 


of his difpenfations will not 
fail to complete and perfedt 
what he hath already begun 
in my favour. 

If there be no vifible means 3 


of relief and all human fup- 
ports fink under the burden; 
yet rather than I fhall totally 
perifh, he will difpatch im¬ 
mediate afiiftance from high 
heaven, to defy this wicked 
man who panteth after my 
deftrudtioh; and fnatch me 
from the fhame and reproach 
to which he defigns to expofe 
me: moft certainly fome way 
his overruling providence 
will vouchfafe me help, con¬ 
formably to the benignity of 
his nature and the truth of 


4. My foul is a- 
mong lions, and I 
lie e<ven among them 
that are fet on fire, 
t*ve n the fans of men, 
whofe teeth are 
fpears and arrows, 
and their tongue a 
fharp fword. 


his promifes. 

As if I was furrounded 4 

with ravenous lions, I am in 
the midft of human favages; 
my fituation in life is among 
the moft fpiteful and ma¬ 
licious incendiaries; ions of 
men whofe exprefiions for 
their acrimony and malignity 

refemble 


0 Some render, he that would fwallow mt hath ri* 
p reached or railed agalnft m* 



igo 

Sect. 




A Pa r a p hh A6E cn the 

refemble fpears and arrows; 
and their reflexions cut and 
wound like the keeneft two- 
edged fword. 

By feaibnably delivering 
me, Great and good Go®, 
do thou raife n\f admiring 
thoughts of thy dominion and 
perfection to a pitch above 
the exalted ftarry heavens: 
by a recent glorious difplay 
of thy Omnipotence and be¬ 
nevolence, favour me with 


5 Be thou exalted, 
O God, above the 
heavens -.Jet thy glo¬ 
ry be above all the 
earth. 


an opportunity of once more 
declaring, that as a mail righ¬ 
teous Judge thou prefideft 
and governed both in heaven 
and on earth. 

6 As it is not doubted what 
men defign who fet ihares; 
fo have mine enemies made 
it apparent what they intend¬ 
ed, by having every thing in 
xeadinefs to leize and deftroy 
me which way foever I fleered 
my coiirle. Like game actu¬ 
ally taken, lam bowed down; 
and extremely miferable thro* 
my fears and hazards: As 
chafe who- dig holes in the 
ground, and lay gins or toils 
in paths, fo have they formed 
fchemes to furprize and ruin 
me; which I flatter myfelf, 
will not only happily be pre¬ 
vented as to me, but over¬ 
ruled 


6. They hare pre¬ 
pared a net for my 
lleps, my foul is 
bowed down : they 
have digged a pit 
before me, into the 
midft whereof they 

are fallen tkcmfebvci* 
Selah. 
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7. My heart is 
fixed, O God, my 
heart is fixed: I will 
Hag and give praife. 


ruled to furprizc and ruin Sect. 44* 
themfelvcs, 

Siiould this prove the lyii ,A “* 
event, bow can 1 ever be ’ ** 
fgffictently thankful: for lb 
wonderful a deliverance, my 
heart is rightly difpofed and 
unalterably refolved •, I repeat 
it, all my beft fentiments and < 
affeftk/ns are duly prepared 
m<i fully purpofed ; that the 
moment l am relieved I will 
devote myfelf, in proper com- 
pofuions with the utenoft 
folemnity, to celebrate the 
praifes of a moft bountiful 
Goo. 


8 . Awake up, my 
glory, awake pfal- 
tery and harp: I 
rnyfelf will awake 
early. 


9. I will praife 
thee, O Lord, a- 
mong the people, I 
will fing unto thee 
among the nations. 


I will fay to my tongue, 8 
awake, thou peculiar dignity 
of this earthly frame, and 
break forth into finging:-*r 
and to the pfeltery and harp— 
be you excited to fend forth 
the moft melodious founds: : 
I will be abroad before the 
fun rife and with eager hafte 
aroufe the tardy morning, to 
difpatch this moft pleating 
duty of unfeigned gratitude. 

O thou moft exalted Being 9 
and fupport of the univerfe, 

ipy acknowledgments fhall 
be fine ere and they fhall bo 
fignaland avowed in preience 
of our whole nation in full 


aflembly-: amongft the great- 

eft 
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Sect. 44. eft concourfes of foreigners, 

"v—I will, moreover, fing to the 
1^.* ALM honour of thee the true God, 

U ‘ pfalms and praifes \ and en¬ 
deavour to tranfmit proper 
memorials of thy kind regards 
fhewed to me, unto all ages 
and generations. 

10 Thou wilt appear on this, . 10 
as on all other occafion9, moft 
richly deferving of all poflible truth 
thankfgiving and adoration: 
neither can 1 any more mea- 
fure thy benignity and mercy, 
than I can mete out the fields 
of yon expanded lower air: 
nor take the dimenfions of 


10 Forthymercy 
is great unto the 
heavens, and thy 
truth untotheclouds. 


thy truth and faithfulnefs, 
than — comprehend the up¬ 
per regions of more refined 
aether, fcan the orbs of fliining 
planets, or adjuft the feats of 
twinkling ftars. 

11 For my preservation under 
this diftrefs, and for the uni- 
verfal protection of innocent 
and upright perfons in what¬ 
ever danger, moft faithful 
and merciful God, let thy 
power and providence ever 
be manifefted; and ever be 
celebrated in the higheft 
itrains: let the whole earth 


11. Be thou ex¬ 
alted, O God, above 
the heavens: let thv 
glory be above all 
the earth. 


be filled with thy bleffings 
and favours, and with the 
anfwer of thankful hearts, 

joyful 
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joyful lips and obedient vir¬ 
tuous lives. 



Psalm 
lvii. n. 


PSALM LVIII. 


SECT. XLV. 


Complaints of iniquity in high places , even partia¬ 
lity and grof injuftice in the great ajfembly. 'The 
prevailing crimes reprefented\ and their due 
punifhment imprecated , to the glory of GW, the 
confufion of the wicked , and the fafety and 
triumph of righteous . Directed to the m after 
of mujicky to he -performed to the tune of the 
ode deftroy it not, a jewels or golden hymn of 
David. The occafion, as is fuppofed, his adver• 
faries exafperating Saul agatnft him. i Sam. 
xxvi. 14. 


Psalm lviii. 1. 


D O ye indeed 
fpenk righte- 
oufncfs, O congre¬ 
gation ? do ye judge 
uprightly, O ye fans 
of men ? 


2. Yea, in heart 
you P work vvickcd- 
nefs, you weigh the 

violence 


Ps a lm lviii. I. 

O You venerable aflem- Sect*, 

bly, in whom wifdom '-v —■** 
and the drifted honour might 
be expefted, do you conlult 
and debate what is conform ¬ 
able ro the laws of judice and 
equity? O you noble feiutors 
and judges, do you govern 
your decide ns and ad mini- 
dr. tions according to th t 
rules of virtue and integrity ? 

The contrary^ is flagrant, 2 
and you have mdd at heart. 


P Some render, with the heart you'work ivickednefs on 
the earth, with your handsyou frame or prepare violence, 
D^D fignifying both to weigh in a balance, and to form by 
rele or line. 


VOL. ill. 


o 
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Sict. 45. to form laboured fchemes of 
^ the unfaireft praftice •, and 
l vii - A pretexts under which you may 

unl'ufpefted execute them: 
that you may not fail of the 
ifTue, you examine every cir- 
cumftance with the greateft 
accuracy; poize or balance 
each particular with the niceft 
art by the exa&eft fcales. 

3 And they have truly at¬ 
tained an extraordinary faga- 
city in wickednefs, having 
been long employed in it ; 
and from their earlieft infancy 
trained to a kind of alienation 
from truth and virtue: as an 


violence of your 
hands in the earth. 


3. The wicked are 
eftranged from the 
womb, they go a- 
ltray as foon as they 
be born fpeaking 
lies. 


intoxicated perfon they reel¬ 
ed, or as a loft fheep wan¬ 
dered from the rules of good- 
nefs and piety as foon as their 
years and underftanding 
would admit of it; afttaally 
forming themfelves, in every 
thing they fhould affirm pro- 
fefs or promife to falfehood 
prevarication and deceitful- 
nefs. 

4 As the adder’s poifonous 
bite foon inflames the whole 
body; fuch effefts and mif- 
chiefs are they ftimulated 
with fury- and malignity to 
produce : in their horrid de¬ 
li gns they refemble the pe¬ 
netrating almoft incurable 

poilon 


4. Their poifon it 
like the poifon of a 
ferpent; they are 
like the deaf adder, 
that lloppeth her 
ear. 
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poifon of the yehomotts afp, Sect. 45. 
which is reported to be deaf 

of one ear and to flop the ivij* 1 ]., 
other againft all mufical en- ‘ . f 
chantments. 


5. Which will 
rot hearken to the 
voice of charmers, 
charming never fo 

wifely. 


6. Break their 
teeth, O God, frt 
their mouth : break 
out the great teeth 
of the young lions, 

O Lo r u. 


Which will pay no regard 5 
to any imaginable founds dr 
charms, though the fofteft 
or the moft powerful; under 
the direction of the mdft 
ikilful matters,or wrought up 
with the greateft aft: fiich is 
their inflexible pervetfeneft, 
that rio poflible prudence 
Candour or generoficy of be¬ 
haviour and carriage can gain 
over or win upon them. 

There is ho feeurity from 6 
the baleful juice until tht 
teeth ate broken which con¬ 
tain ft; nor are the flocks or 
herds fafe before the young 
liori is d Harmed of its grin¬ 
ders or jaw-bones; neither 
from this kind of enemies 
but by utterly difablingthetfr: 
Almighty God, diveft them 

O 2 of 


q It feems- to have been a prevailing opinion of the 
taftem countries that ferpents were to be rendered hafrrt- 
lf'j by certain charms, orfoft and fweet founds. SeeBocbart 
fiitroz . L. XIII. c. 6. Sb&w's Travels p. 429. And SchinJ- 
itr fays, the viper or adder being deaf of one enr flops the v 
other with dull or with his tail to avoid the force of charmy. 
Pbi/a/ifatuj in the life of Jl^oUomui is very particular in de- 
icribing the art of catching dragons, L. Ill, c. 2. p. 11 3, 
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Sect. 45. of all power to hurt; mod 


merciful Lord do thou effec- 
, .. S . AL , M tually reftrain and fubdue 

IVlll. 0. . J 

them. 

7 Let their ftrength be daily 
weakening, as water from a 
ciftern waftes by continual 
running: like one bending 
his bow to fhoot, whofe arrows 
are broken, or cut in pieces; 
when their defigns are ripe 
for execution, let them to¬ 
tally mifcarry. 

3 As a creeping fnail which 
diflfolves in its flimy path, or 
by fome accident is exhaufted 
of its moifture, and confumes 
away, let them infenfibly 
decay and in the end totally 
perilh: like an abortive which 
never fees the light, but is 


7. Let them melt 
away as waters, 
which run continual¬ 
ly : when he bendeth 
bis bow to Jhoot his 
arrows, let them be 
as cut in pieces. 


8 . As a fnail which 
melteth, let every 
one of them pafs 
away: like the r un¬ 
timely birth of a 
woman, that they 
may not fee the fun. 


carried from the womb to the 
grave, let them never arrive 
to any maturity or perfection, 
nor their devices come to 
any thing. 



r The CLald. Paraph, renders as an abortive and blind 
mole: the reference feems to be to a falfe conception, or 
child dead in the womb which receives no nourifhment, 
but is blafted as to living before it is born. Nepbel ejhetb 
faith the learned Peters , wherever it occurs invariably 
fignifies ahorire , or to eajl forth as an abortive, fo fob iii. -16. 
Ecclef. vi. 3. Ifai. xxvi. 19 — Thus the Repkaim or fouls of 
wicked great men Jhould be caft forth by the earth as an 
abortion only to perilh and fink deeper in dertrudlion : 
while God’s people ftiould rife out of the dolt, like a plant 
or vegetable quickened by the dew of heaven and full of 
life and vigour. 
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9. s Before your 
pots can feel the 
thorns, he (hall take 
them away as with 
a whirl-wind, both 

living, and in bis 
wrath. 


to. The righteous 
(hall rejoice when 
he feeth the venge¬ 
ance : he (hall wa(h 
his feet in the blood 
of the wicked. 



Psalm 


In as fliort a time as pots Slct. 45 
can be heated with the blaze 
of thorns* fo fpeedily, when ^ 
they are once difpatched on 
the dreadful errand, (hall the 
divine judgments hurry them 
out of the land of the living; 
as it were with a whirl-wind 
or hurricane bear them off 
infUntancoufly, alive and in 
the utmoft fury.. 

The moft equal and mer- lo 
ciful of men cannot but ap¬ 
plaud the juttice and perfect 
propriety of their puniAli¬ 
ment: and like a mighty 
warrior returning in triumph 
frpm the ptufuit, of the ene¬ 
my, in parting over the dead, 
dips his feet in the blood ot 
the flain, with the afiurance 
that they fhall never more 
moleft or annoy him : with 
fuch entire fat i shift ion fhall 
they fee an end of their ini¬ 
quity and violence, in the 
complete deflruftion 
rants and oppreffors. 

O 3 So 


of ty- 


* Same render, ere the thorns know or be intwined with 
the briars, lo (hall rawnefs, inflamation or anguilh know 
him. Others, let the wrath of God feiz; him : anti let 
him be as fenlible of them as if he were all over raw and 
fore, being but one entire wound. Thus either the quick- 
uefs or the dreadfulnefs of their end may be denoted, but 
tne former interpretation feems preferable. Some under- 
iland 'vcajhingy &c. in the next vcr. figuratively of baching 
and walking as weary travellers do; and as containing a 
document of piety and virtue. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


So that it fhall'be a com¬ 
mon obfervation, that how 
long foever vengeance may 
fleep, and the disorders and 
feeming inequalitiesof human 
affairs remain, yet in the end 
the divine adminiftration fhall 
be perfectly vindicated; as 
appears the ungodly fuffer, 
the righteous are relieved 
and they fhall be greatly re¬ 
warded : for it is indubitably 
certain that a mod juft God 
pronounceth fentences upon 
the inhabitants of the earth, 
and executeth them confiftent 
with wifdom and equity; or 
as they are virtuous or vici¬ 
ous, good or evil. 


i i. So that a man 
fhall fay, verily there 
is a reward for the 
righteous: verily he 
is a God that judg- 
eth in the earth. 


PSALM LIX. 

Deliverance prayed for . Enemies deferibed as 
wicked , cruel, affodated and mofi powerful and 
ajfiduous in their endeavours to ruin him . Their 
prevention or deftrufiion he fhould acknowledge 
as the great eft favour . Dire bled to the chief 
mufician , to the tune , deftroy it not, a golden 
ode or hymn of David, when Saul fent and fet 
a guard upon the houfe he inhabited , to fur prize 
and kill him . i Sam. xix. u —18. 


PsaLM lix I. Psalm lix. i. 


Sect. 45. 



Psalm 
lix. i. 


B Ethou gracioufly pleafed, 
O my Almighty Guar¬ 
dian, to extricate me from 

the 


D Eliver me from 
mine enemies, 
O my God: defend 
me from them that 
rife up againft me. 



2. Deliver me 
from the workers of 
iniquity, and fave 
me from bloody 
men. 
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the danger I am innocently Sect. 45 
involved in through invete- 

° i r rsALM 

rate enemies ^ as a place or lix 
defence exalted beyond their 
reach* let thy providence be 
my fecurity from a mod vio- 
lenrperfecution, and threaten¬ 
ing impending dedruCtion. 

Suffer me not to fall into 2 


their hands, whofe perpetual 
ftudy and indefatigable labour 
it is to create trouble and da 


3. For lo, they lie 
in wait for my foul, 
the mighty are ga¬ 
thered againll mej 
not for iny tranf- 
greilion, nor/er my 
fin, O Lord. 


milchief: fome way place me 
in a ftate of fafety from thofe 
who are above-all laws, and 
fcruple not to contrive and 
perpetrate the mod atrocious 
of crimes. 

This is the mod critical of 3 
conjunctures, when fuccour 
would indeed be feafonable 
and is abfolutely neceflfary, 
for they are watching their 
opportunity to furprize, and 
feize or kill me*, the mod 
bold and daring among them 
are combined and ftationed 
to execute at all events their 


dreadful purpofe: not. Eter¬ 
nal fovereign, that I am a 
prevaricator or malefactor; 
obnoxious to publick jufticc, 
or have given them the lead 
ground of difiacisfaCtion or 
refentment. 
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Sect. 45. 



PoA LM 




They move with the ut- 
moft expedition, they have 
fettled every thing in the ex¬ 
acted order and readinefs-, I 
repeat it, without any devia¬ 
tions in my conduct from the 
plain rules of duty and virtue: 
therefore I may and do be- 
feech thee mod juft God, be 
thou excited to declare in my 
favour, to exert thine autho¬ 
rity in a powerful oppofition, 
and obferve fo as to con¬ 
front and effectually difap- 
point them. 

Admit me to urge this 
requeft with the ftrongeft rea- 
fons from thy own con felled 
attributes*, and fmee thou art 
lelf-exiftent and independent, 
pofTefTed ot abfolute power 
and univerfal jurifdiCtion, the 
governour of the heavenly 
bodies with all their Rations 
and circumfiances, and pe¬ 
culiarly the proteCtor and 
God of ] fra el \ do thou be 
rouzed to vigorous aCtion, 
in animadverting upon, cor¬ 
recting, and punilhing the 
whole of them* who are not 
real Ifr a elites nor in any re- 
fpeCt aCt as filch, but of true 
heathen ft amp and favage 
cruel tempers : fpare not one 
vile perpetrator or abettor of 


4. They run and 
prepare themfelves 
wit lout my fault: 
awake to help me, 
and behold. 


5. Thou there¬ 
fore, O Lord God 
of hofts, the God 
of Ifrael, awake to 
vifit all the heathen: 
b<? not merciful to 
any wicked tranf- 
crefTors. Scbh 

O 
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6 . They return at 
evening; they make 
a noife like a dog, 
and go round about 
the city. 


7. Behold, they 
belch out with their 
mouth: iwords^rein 
their lips; for who 
[fay they ] doth hear. 

1 


8. But thou, O 
Lord, /halt laugh 
at them ; thou fhalc 
have all the heathen 
in derijion. 


thefe lccnts of perfidy and Sect. 
milery. 

a • 1 . Psalm 

At even.ng m order to Ux 6> 
diftrefs and apprehend me 
they befet my houfe: as 
hungry dogs howl and wind 
about the whole city in fearch 
ot prey ; fo have thefe lavage 
blood-thirrty enemies fetched 
their compafles to take me, 
and guarded every pafs or 
narrowly obferved all avenues 
whereby 1 might efcape them. 

As a fountain its flowing 7 
dreams, or a fetid body its 
mod offenflve effluvias, in 
fuch plenty and condancy do 
they throw out the bafed ca¬ 
lumnies: their flanderous ex- 
preflions like a- drawn fword 
give the deepeft wounds: for 
who, fay they, as to this cafe 
is in the lead concerned to 
have right notions, or will 
trouble himfelf to make in- 
quifuion whether what we 
report be true or falfe. 

But thou, Omnipotent and 8 
Eternal God, as a champion 
plays with the weakeft anta- 
gonid, with infinite eafe (halt 
fupprefs their utmod feeble 
power, and fport with all 
their childifh policy : when¬ 
ever thou fhalc undertake the 

chadifement of this corrupt 

and 
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9 


Sect. 45. and abandoned people, thou 

wilt early expofe them to 
contempt and ridicule. 

As to the enemy’s formi¬ 
dable afped, growing power, 
or menacing language, I am 
no further concerned than to 
render myfelf the proper ob- 
jed of thy favourable regard: 
for unchangeable and eternal 


God, thy power and good- 
nefs are abundantly fufficient 
to all purpofes of my fafety, 
welfare and happinefs. 

:o However near they may 
feem to be effeding my de- 
ftrudion, the great original 
of all bleffings, my mod mer¬ 
ciful God fhall timely inter- 
pofe to (lave off the dreadful 
blow ; a mo ft impartial gra¬ 
cious God will fully con¬ 
vince me by their different 
treatment, of the important 
diftindion he makes betwixt 
me and my enemies, and 
that I never need to fear 
them. 

11 And that this memorable 
event may leave a ftronger 
and more lading impreffion, 
if agreeable to the laws of thy 
wifdom and providence, do 
not dedroy them by one fud- 
den droke of extirminating 


vengeance, which notwith- 

danding 


9. Becaufe of hit 
ftrength will 1 wait 
upon thee: for God 
is my defence. 


10. The God of 
my mercy (hall pre¬ 
vent me: God fhall 
let me fee my defire 
upon mine enemies. 


11. SI ay them not, 
left my people for¬ 
get : fcatter them by 
thy power; and 
bring them down, O 
Lord our fhield. 
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1 2. For the t fin 
of their mouth, and 
the words of their 
lips, let them even 
be taken in their 
pride : and for cur¬ 
ling and lying 'll hub 
they Cpcak. 


13. Confume/iw» 
in wrath, confume 
them, that they may 
not be ; and let them 
know that God ru- 

leth 


Handing a prefent alarm at Sect. 4^ 
their fate, might nQt create ^ 

r , «• . . Psalm 

lo Jailing an horror in my 
people at their crimes: but 
as corn is toflfed to and fro in 
a fieve, or trees are fliaken 
with the wind, let them be 
perplexed and agitated: and* 

O my Almighty prote&or and 
defender, grant that all their 
motions may be upon the 
defeent, or ever from an 
higher to a lower ft at ion or 
condition. 

Efpecially on account of 12 
the malignity of their tongues, 
and the falfehoods and calum- 

w 

nies which they have uttered, 
feize them in the height of 
their arroganoe as a prey, 

and hold them fall as in a 

■ 

trap or net: in as much as 
they have egregioully trifled 
with the mod folcmn oaths, 
knowingly departed from the 
truth in their reports, and 
horridly belyed the moll in¬ 
nocent of perfons. 

As corn fields are by reap- *3 
ing and in-gathering, by 
the full execution of thine 
anger make a clean riddance 

of 


1 Agreeable to the Hebrew idiom, fome render, the fin 
of their mouth is the <wQrd of their ftps, every word of their 
bp* is the fin of their mouth, «, e , fo many words fo many 
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Sect. 45. of them : fo entirely deftroy 

them that they may never 
more exifl: and hereby let 
mankind univerfallv be led 



to own, that the Almighty is 
truly pofiefied of the autho¬ 
rity of a fupreme Goverriourv 
from the country inhabited 
by the tribes of Jacob , to the 
remoteft quarters and corners 
of the earth. 

ij What is now their crime 
may then be their punifh- 
ment, and that in the evening 
having none of their own, 
they (hall labour under the 
neceffity of befetting other 
people’s houfes elfe lodging 
in the ftreets; and all the 
day long howl like hungry 
dogs, and fetch compafies 
about the city in the mod 
diftrefied ftarving condition. 


Let them wander in un¬ 
certainty with a fearful heart, 
and (baking tottering motion, 
in fearch of neceffary fufte- 
nnnce; and fpend whole 
nights in this wearifome beg¬ 


ging condition, and yet not 
have enough to fatisfy their 
craving appetites. 



leth in Jacob, untc 
the ends of the earth. 
Selah. 


1 4 . And at evening 
let them return, and 
let them make a 
noife like a dog, and 
go round about the 
city. 


r 5. Let thcin win¬ 
der up and down for 
meat, and u grudge 
if thev be not lari* 
fied. 


11 tranHated grudge properly (ignifies to lodge tarry or 
fettle — to ftay all night: p’pp a lodging place; particu¬ 
larly the place where the Caravans relied, whether cover¬ 
ed or not, called bytlic TVrAr a Cottnac . 



I 
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16. But I will fing 
of thy power; yea, 
I will Ting aloud of 
thy mercy in the 
iporning : for thou 
haft been itiy de¬ 
fence and refuge in 
the day of my trou¬ 
ble. 


On the other hand, by thy Sect. 4^ 
good providence being de* 
livered from them I will in i,-*/*5“ 
devout fongs moft gratefully 
celebrate thy praifes; with 
an exalted voice I will 
proclaim thy extraordinary 
mercy and my unfeigned 
thankfulnefs in the joyful 
morning after this night of 
affliftions and calamities ; for 
I moft freely declare, that 
thou haft been my only fafety 
and refuge, or I had perifhed 
during the dreadful time of 
my extreme diftrefles. 


17. u Unto thee, 
O my ftrength will 
I fing: for God is 
iny defence, and the 
God of my mercy. 


O my never failing fup- 17 
port, ini the moft .exadt and 
perfect compofitions I will 
fing forth thine honour; for 
it fs God alone who hath 
directed me to places of fafer- 
ty; it is Go d to whofe mercy 
and goodnefs I aferibe my 
welfare and happinefs. 


u Bi(hop Hare would have this ver. ftruck out as a vari¬ 
ous reading or corre&ion which was originally placed in 
the margin. 
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PSALM LX. SECT. XLVL 

‘The deplorable condition of the Ifraelites in pajl 
times . Hopes conceived of divine favour . Diffi¬ 
culties in an expedition againf Edom- Confi¬ 
dence grounded in Almighty God of furmounting 
them. Committed to the majler of mufick to be 
fet to the injlrument of fix firings , a golden 
pfalm of David, to give infraction *, when he 
was at war with Aram-Naharaim or Syria of 
the rivers , and with Aram-zobah in Syria, 
when Joab returned to the engagement and fmote 
of Edom in the valley of fait twelve thoufand y 

zSam.viii.3,5. i Chron.xviii.5,6,7,12,13. 


Psalm lx. 1. 


Sect. 46. 



Psalm 


lx. i. 



U Nchangeableand eternal 
Gop,for forne time paft 
ithasfeemed by our unhappy 
circumftances, that thou 
haft rejefted us from being 
thy people, thy care or charge* 
by thy defolating judgments 
thou haft difperfcd us at the 
greateft diftance from one 
another, or made the wideft 
breaches amongft us: thy 
dilpenfations have been ex- 
prefilve of an extreme dif- 
pleafure; do thou ceafe thus to 
afflidt and punifh, and return 
in affedtion and benevolence. 

As if the earth lhook 
with a fudden commotion, or 
tnountains planes and Teas 

were 


P S A L M lx. I. 


O God,thou halt 
call us off, thou 
halt fcattcred us, 
thou bait been dif- 
pleafed; O turn to us 
again. 


2.Thou haft made 
the earth to tremble; 

V 

thou halt broken it: 
heal the breaches 

thereof. 
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thereof, for it lhak- 
rth. 


of our affairs, and indeed 
our civil conftitution feems 
almoft fubverced: do thou 
heal our divifions, relieve 
our diftrefles, and reftore u$ 
to an united and profperom 
condition, other wife we are in 
the utmoft danger of a total 
overthrow; or of never more 
being a people or body po¬ 
litick. 

3. Thou haft fhew- Thy once peculiarly fa- 3 
ed thy people hard V0Urec i people, experience 

made us to drink wich g rief oi heart the moft 

the wine of aftonifh. d ifagreeable difference, in 
raent. the untra&able obftinate and 

moft grievous calamities 
which have befallen them: 
as the haad is affefted and 
intoxicated with intemoerate 

A 

drinking, fo have our minds 
been to the degree of trem¬ 
bling horror, and almoft dif- 
traftion with our dreadful 


were thrown into one violent Sect. 46. 
concuflion, thy frowning pro- ^ 
vidence has produced the^ 5 ^ 14 
greateft alteration in the ftate 


4. Thou haft given 
a x banner to them 
that fear thee : that 

it 


fufferings. 

Formerly as by a monu- 4 
ment ere&ed or ftandaru 

fixed, 


* Not a military ftandard or colours, under which fol* 
diers fight; that is but a flag, ftandard, monument or 
token that afliftance is wanted, taking care of their effect- 
«quiJue, or Hying to arms neceflary, and that he who 
erewU will head or conduct them. 
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Se ct. 46. fixed, thou haft openly efpouf- 

their intereft, determina- 
lx S ^ LM tely vindicated them and 

crufhed their enemies: and 
by fignal judgments, as a 
kind of publick warnings 
to the reft of the world not 
to touch thine anointed, haft 
given abundant teftimonies 
of thy inviolable regard to 
thy promifes, and fupreme 
affeftion to thofe who in a 
fcrupulous exaft virtue de¬ 
pended upon them: 

5 That thofe whom thou haft 
gracioufly accepted into a 
peculiar relation, and efteem- 
ed as thy beloved people, 
might found reafonable hopes 
of conftant deliverance what¬ 
ever diftrefles belel them: 
and truly we never had a 
more prefiing emergency or 
>vere in greater mifery, do 
thou therefore exert thy fo- 
vereign power, merciful God, 
in our deliverance, and the 
fpecdy anfwer of our moft 
fervent prayers. 

6 And I do fully perfuade 
myfelf that this fhall be the 
event, for a moft holy true 

and 


it may be difplayed 
becaufe of the truth. 
Selah. 


5. That thy be¬ 
loved may be de¬ 
livered ; lave *:d (b 
thy right hand, and 
hear me. 


6Godhathfpok- 
en in his holinei's, I 
will rejoice; I wijl 
y divide Shechem, 

and 


y Some underftand this as a proverbial exprellion and 
to fignify, 1 fhall divide the fpoils of mine enemies with as 
much eaic as the foils of Jacob portioned out Sbschcrn^ and 

me a fu red 
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and mete out the 
valley of Succoth. 


7. Gilead is mine, 
and Manafleh is 
mine, Ephraim alfo 
is the ilrength of 
mine head; Judah 
is my law giver. 


fc. Moab is my 
wall) pot, over E- 

dom will I call out 

# 

my flhoe: Phililtia, 
triumph thou be- 
caufe of me. 


and faithful God hath pro- Ssct 
mifed not only that I Ihould 
reign but triumph: diftribute lx s £ 
in feparate lots the city 
Shecbem with the adjacent 
country: and after I have 
conquered take exaffc furveys, 
being my own inheritance, of 
the valley of Succoth . 

Gilead acknowledges me 7 
as its matter, and I govern 
Manajfeb ; the powerful tribe 
of Ephraim like an helmet, 
fhall on all occafions turnifh 
fuccours that may be de¬ 
pended on; and the royal 
line of Judaby wife counfellors 
and the ableft ftatefmen. 

The Moabites now fub- 8 
jefted I fhall appoint, like 
the bafon wherein 1 wafh my 
feet and hands, to fuch lub- 
ordinate mean ules and pur- 


meafured the valley of Succoth . Gilead and Manajfeb may 
denote the country beyond, as Ephraim and Judah on this 
fide Jordan. Piilijiia triumph , is interpreted, Philijlia his 
fides-man or fupporter for him to lean on; an idea fup- 
pofed naturally to arife from the fituation of the country, 
which Uy all along by the fide of Judea. 

* Cajl out my J):oe, fome fuppofe alluding to an ancient 
cuftom of kings Or generals when they fat down before a 
town to throw a fiiue over its walls, in token that they 
would never raife the fiege till they had taken it. Others 
that it refers to a known 7 e'wijb ufage, which was ex- 
preflive of indignation and a lading mark of infamy. May 
it not reprefent a mailer reaching out his fhoe to one of 
cheloweit of his fervant* to untie and take off. 

Vol. HI. P pofes 



z\o 

% 

Sect. 46. 



Psalm 
lx. 8. 


A Paraphrase on the 

pofes as will effe&ually fccure 

their fubmiflion: the Edm - 

■■ ■ 

ites to a ftill lower fervitude 
when I have fubdued them ; 


the Pbilijtines may glory in 
the mod defpicable condition 
under my government, com¬ 
pared with the tyrannical rule 
they have lived under. 

9 But by what ftrength of 
my own forces or foreign 
auxiliaries ihall 1 become 
mafter of the barrier town ? 
or who will clear the way of 
all difficulties to a complete 
conqueft of the chief city of 
the Edomites? 

to May we not hope, Almigh¬ 
ty God, who art eafily able, 
that thou wilt be pleafed to 
give fuccefs to our arms: 
though in our late enterprises 
thou haft feemingly rejedted 
us; in the courfe of thy pro¬ 
vidence frowned upon us; 
and been far from leading on 
our troops to vidtory and 
triumphs. 

11 Supply our deficiencies, 
and gracioufiy concur with 
our vigorous endeavours in 
feeking a redrefs of fome of 
the heavieft grievances, a de¬ 
liverance from enemies that 


9. Who will bring 
me into the ftrong 
city ? who w’llr lead 

me into Edom ? 


to. Writ not thou r 
O God, which hadft 
call us off? And thou r 
O God, which didfi 
not go out with our 
armies 


11. Give us help 
from trouble : for 
vain is the help of 
man. 


extremely harrafs and diftrefs 
Us; for as to any relief or 

fu-pp 0 r t 



12.Through God 
we (hall do valiant¬ 
ly ; for he it is that 
(hall tread down our 
enemies. 
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Support that human fuc-StcT.46 
cours exclufive of thy pro- 
vidence may promtfe, ’ ’ 8ALM 
Void of ali reality or 
tainty, meaning or 
fication. 


ic 15 lx. 

cer- 
figni- 


11. 


Through thy kind afpeft ** 
on our affairs, we fhall per¬ 
form our parts with fteadi- 
nefs, intrepidity and invin- 
fcibie bravery: it is the cou¬ 
rage thy favourable regard . 
inspires that ;only can, And 
we hope will enable 0$ to 
fupprefs or utterly deftroy 
our enemies. 


PSALM LXI. 

■ # - 

Addrejfes for fuccour y intermixed with exprejfcns 
of tbankfulnefs and of an entire dependance. A 

pfalm of David, directed to the mafter of mufick 
to be performed upon a ftringed inftrument. The 
occajion , as is fuppofed , AbfalomV rebellion . 


Psalm lxi. I. 


H E A R my cry, 
OGod, attend 
unto my prayer. 


t. From the end 
of the e*rth will I 
cry unto thee, when 
my heart ii over¬ 
whelm- 


Psalm lxi. 1. 


O Thou moftpotentBeing Sect. 46, 

andmyfovereignLoRD, 
incline gracioufly thine eter- ] x j ,A l LiA 
nal ear to my humble fup- 
plications; and readily grant 
me the important object of 
my moft pathetick pleadings. 

From the confines or 2 
fartheft boundaries of this 

w 

CanaanifiJJj land, whereat pre^ 

P 2 fcnc 
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Sect. 46. fent I am an Unhappy exile, whelmed: lead m* 

yet as Hill efteeming myfelf t0 thc rock * hat ** 

J. S z. LM to retain a propriety in and hi S her thaD L 

the regard of my maker* 1 
will intreat^thy mercy to an 
heart overwhelmed with mi- 
fery : O diredt and lead me 
to fome ftronger place of 
fecurity than is in my power 
to contrive or provide. 

3 For thine afliftance and 3 - For thou hall 

been a fhelter for 
me, and a ftrong 
tower from the cne- 

the greateft dangers, fupplied my. 
with a Ihelter from the moft 
threatening ftorms: and as if I 
had been lodged in an im¬ 
pregnable tower, effeftually 
defended me againft the moft 
Formidable enemies. 

4 I will efteem myfelf equal- f iri 

ly fafe under thy fovereign ever: I will trail in 
protection, as if I aftually the covert of thy 
refided in that moft peaceful wings. Selah. 

and facred tabernacle where 
1 hope to be laftingly fettled: 

I do truft in thy overfliading 
providence to preferve me, 
the fame as if I was covered 
with the wings of the che¬ 
rubim. 

5 For thou,OmnifcientGoD, 5 * 0 

art an unerring witnefs of my vows; thou ha J 

ardent petitions on this head, given wthe heritage 
and fuffer me particularly to ofthofc th-tfear thy 
piention it of the religious name. 

vows 


kind providence have former¬ 
ly guided to an afylum from 
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6. Thou wilt pro¬ 
long the kings life: 
dm/his years as many 
generations. 


7. He (ball abide 
before God for ever: 
O prepare mercy 
end truth which may 
preferve him. 


8. So will I fing 
praifeunto thy name 
for ever, that I may 
daily perform my 

vows. 


0/ P 5 A L M S, ' 213 

vows which have accom- Sect. 46. 
panied them: I fully depend " p ^ 
upon, as thy allotment, all x i* A 5 . 
the enjoyments and privi¬ 
leges that are reafonable to 
be defired and proper to 
be poflefled; by thole who 
are entirely devoted to re¬ 
verence thine authority, ftudy 
thy truth, and obey thy 
laws. 

4 

Thou wilt gracioufly pro- 6 
ceed adding days upon days 
to the king’s moft long and 
happy life: and continue the 
fuccefiive revolutions of his 
time throughout leveral ge¬ 
nerations. 

He fhall fit on his throne, 7 
or retain the royal dignity 
wherein the Almighty hath 
inverted him, through his fa¬ 
vourable regard, in his perfon 
and progeny to the end of 
this world and final conliim- 
mation of all things: O be 
thou intreated of thy good- 
nefs and faithfulnefs, to ap¬ 
point him fuch a ftate of 
fettled peace and growing 
profperity, as may effettually 
fecure him againft all future 
dangers and calamities. 

So will I perpetually fing 8 
pfalms and praifes to the 
honour of thy perfettions and 

P 3 pro- 
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A Paraphrase 


on 


SicT. 46. providence; that I have the 

pleafing opportunity of per¬ 
forming to the beft advan¬ 
tage my tiered engagements 
of religious devotion and the 
mod regular obedience. 



the 


PSALM LXII. SECT. XLVII. 

The happy effects of patience and religious confi¬ 
dence . The folly and danger of mifchief and 
violence . Deliverance to be expected front 
God in the ways of duty and virtue . lucreafmg 
riches not abfolutely to be relied on y but the 
divine Omnipotence and benevolence. A pfahn 
of David directed to the majler of mujick , tc be 
performed by Jeduthun, or after the manner of 
Heman and Jeduthun, i. e. played and Jung to . 


Psalm lxii. 1. 


Sect. 47. 



Psalm 
lxii. 1. 


O THER counfel may 
be adminiftred, and dif¬ 
ferent meafures profecuted 
than what I am advifing to, 
but in all the dangers and 
difficulties I have had to con¬ 
flict with I can truly declare, 
that I have ever experienced 
the greateft benefit to arife, 
not from murmuring com¬ 
plaints or indirect means, 
but from determining my 
thoughts in the praCtife of 
duty, to a fedate and patient 
expectation, of divine aflift- 


ance: 


Ps A LM lxii. I. 

T Ruly my foul 
waiteth upon 
God: from him 
cometb my falvation. 
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2. He only is 
my rock and my 
fjfyation : be is my 
defence I lhall not 
be greatly moved. 


'j. a How Jong 
will ye imagine mif- 
chief agaioft a man ? 
yc (hall be flain all 
of you : as a bowing 
wall frail ye l>e y and 
p a tor Leri ng fence. 


of Psalms* *15 

ance : from hence, only db I Sect; 47. 
account for all my efcapes \ " 

luccours and mercies. IxiL.i. 

His particular care and 2 
guard afford me the only 
grounds I can have, of being 
fecure and preferved: I have 
no other method of juft rea- 
foning but that God has un¬ 
dertaken my fupport and de¬ 
fence, therefore 1 lhall never 
by any human contrivance or 
violence be quite demolilhed 
or abfolutely ruined. 

Allow me then to expoftur 3 

late the cafe with my enemies, 

0 * 

and fince this is ; the truth en¬ 
quire, how long do you de- 
fign to raife tumults, and em¬ 
ploy yourfelves in confpiringi 
and endeavouring to bring 
upon Rich a man the heavieft 
calamities, or work his entire* 
deftrudion ? induecourfe you; 
iliall all of you be put to 
death: as certainly as a wall- 
which ftretcheth out, bowetli, 
or inclineth, and as an hedge 
or fence which forceth for¬ 
ward, in time fall to the 

ground. 

P 4 The 


* Some render, how long will ye raife tumults or levy 
near againjl a tnan % i. e. himfelf in order to hill him , as a 
bending wall or a partition of wood driven out , which ar© 
dangerous for any to come near, you arc ready to fall up¬ 
on and kill me. 
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5 f ct. 47 



PeALM 

Ixii. 4. 


The only fchemes they 
form are defigned to force 
him out of, or pufti him down 
from the exalted ftation to 
which he is advanced, or the 
weight of honour which he 
bears: they are wholly de¬ 
voted to deceit and falfehood 


4. They only eon- 
fult to call him down 
from his excellence, 
they delight in lies: 
they blefs with their 
mouth, but they 
curfe inwardly. Se- 

lah. 


as what gives them the higheft 
pleafure; as to their expref- 
fions and appearances, every 
one of them refpeftfully fa- 
lutes, wifhes good fuccefs to, 
and kindly congratulates as 
the fmcereft friend; but not- 
withftanding all this varnifh 
and flattery, in the bottom of 
their hearts they defire evil 
may befal me, and would 
moft fincerely rejoice in my 
downfal and ruin. 


5 Neverthelefs, O my foul, 
far from uttering reproaches 
or fo much as leeredy re¬ 
pining, do thou gravely and 
patiently wait the coutfe of 
things, and the difpenfations 
of providence until they fa¬ 
vour thee: for I can only 
dirett my earned hopes this 
way, and to this grand object, 
with any reafonable views that 


5. My foul, wait 
thou only upon God: 
for my expe£lation 
is from him. 


they fhall be gratified. 

6 On this rock only as my 6 . He only h my 
firm fupport do I reft for roclc a , nd m >' ral ?- 

r 1 11 j , tionj he ts my de- 

fiifety; in all dangers and fence; j ftaU not be 

cala- movqd. 
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7 In God ij my fal- 
vation and my glo¬ 
ry : the rock of my 
flrength, and my re¬ 
fuge is in God. 


8 Truft in him at 
all times; ye people 
pour out your heart 
before him : God is 
a refuge for us. Se- 
Jah. 


calamities which attack me Sect. 47 
1 have thence all defirable 
certainty that they fliall not ] xii SA ^ 
prove fatal. 


It is not in my power, nor 7 
that of any other mortal, but 
in God alone to provide a - 
gainft all events, fecure from 


evils or eftablilh in fafety and 
dignity : the unchanging at¬ 
tributes of the Infinite Being 
are the ground-work on which 
I build all my ftrength and 
vigour, my afylum of fecu- 
rity to which I have inftant 
recourfe in all emergencies. 

From my own abundant 8 
experience I moft fincerely 
advife all friends of virtue 


and piety never to be difpi- 
rited;norat any time of either 
profperity or adverfity relax 
or abate your religious con¬ 
fidence : of whatever tribe 


kindred or people you are, 
empty your minds of their 
complaints and anxious de¬ 
fires, in addrefles and fuppli- 
cations laid before him: there 


is the folideft ground of rea- 
fon for doing this, becaufe 
God is both able and willing 
to preferve and defend us. 
q. Surely men of ]f we were t0 depend upon 9 
low degree are va- h uman ‘connexions and fuc- 

mty, and men ot . r 

high degree a cours, they miilt be either of 

lie; the 
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Si*t. 47 the inferior order and popu- 

*lacc, or of men of rank and cha- 
i^ >ALM rafter: but;the former like a 
^ vapour or bubble are com¬ 
monly found to be unable 
therefore infignificant *, or in- 
conftanc and unfteady con- 
fequently not to be relied 
on: and the latter, as a lie 
which deceives, him who ex- 


lie : b to be laid ia 
the balance, they 
are altogether ligh¬ 
ter than vanity. 


pefts any thing from it, prove, 
frequently falfe and unfaith¬ 
ful: weigh them in exa& 
balances, or bring them to 
any ftrong teft thac their real 
fterling-worth cannot hut ap¬ 
pear* all together laid in, the 
fcale they do not preponde¬ 
rate againft the lighted things 
in nature, they deceive our 
hopes as the meereft trifles: 
and vanities. 

i o Farthcr, whatever feeming 

advantages may proceed from 
fraud and violence, do not 
place any confidence in them; 
nor plume yourfelves in the 
effefts of plunder and rob¬ 
bery: if riches, like the growth 
of corn or fruit, remarkably 
increafe, do not ferioufly re¬ 
gard 


io. Truft not in 
oppreflion, and be¬ 
come not vain in 
robbery: if riches 
increafe, fet not your 
heart upon them* 


b The fentiment is natural and extremely beautiful, a* 
much as if He had faid, put vanity in one fcale and the 
whole of them in the other and it will vihbly outweigh 
them. 
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r i. God hack 
Tpoken once; twice 
have I heard this 
that power helor.getb 
unco God. 


12. Alfo unto 
thee, O Lokn, le- 
Jongetb mercy: for 
thou rendereft to 
every man according 
to his work. 


gard them as the obj efts ot Sect. 47. 

any extraordinary affeftion, 
or the foundation of folid and j xil * A t L “ 
lading happinefs. 

It is demonftrable from 11 
his works, has been frequent¬ 
ly declared, and is univcr- 
fally acknowledged that 
God alone is abfolutely to 
be relied on; for he only 
is pofiefied of the incom¬ 
municable attribute, to be 
able with infinite cafe by 
virtue of his own foie Omni¬ 
potence to do every thing; 

Another fubftantial ground? 1 z 
of entire confidence, ever- 
lading God, is thy mofl$ 
glorious perfeftion of un¬ 
bounded beneficence or the 
tendered mercy : from boch> 
thefe it may be fully con¬ 
cluded, that either in this life 
or in a future one, in the 
mod adequate full manner 
thou recompenced, rewarded 
or punifhed all mankind ac¬ 
cording to their aftions and 
ten our of converfacious* 


PSALM 
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PSALM LXIII. 

Longing defires after the folemnities of publick 
facial worjhip . The divine favour , in whatever 
ftuationy the ground of happinefs , and of gra¬ 
titude ; of hope as to the fuppreffton of enemies, 
and of fafety andprofperity . Apfalm of David, 
, compofed during his exilement in the wildernefs 
cf Judah; on occafion as is fuppofed of Ab- 
falomV rebellion . 


Psalm lxiii. i. 

Sect. 47. OD and Father of the 

V_X Spirits of all flefh, par- 
^^ Al j M ’ ticularly 1 my Creator and Al¬ 
mighty Lord, whom I wor- 
ftiip in truth and fincerity, 
and whofe bounty and good- 
nefs I have largely experien¬ 
ced ; renouncing all other de¬ 
pendencies, I will early en¬ 
quire after, and moft diligent¬ 
ly improve all opportunities 
of acknowledging and ferving 
thee: more efpecially at this 
time when I am denied the 
facred convenience, like one 
panting with third under the 
inclemencies of a burning 
Iky, or the want of water in 
a fandy defert, do I moft 

earneft- 


Psalm lxiii. r. 


O God, thou art 
my God, ear¬ 
ly will 1 c ieek thee: 
my foul thirfteth for 
thee, my flefti Iong- 
eth for thee in a dry 
and thirfty land, 
where no water is: 


- e thee % this is interpreted from the Arab, of arr.cvzt- 
fh tnty changing colour and fainting: being fick at heart or la¬ 
the extremity of an anguiih. 
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2. To fee thy 
power aitdthy glory, 
fo ai I have feen 

, 4 

i h ee i n t h e fan£t u ary. 


3. Becaufe thy 
loving kindnefs 
better than life: my 
lips (hall praife thee. 



t 


i 


4. Thd9 will I 
blefs thee, while I 
live; I willliftupmy 
hands in thy name. 


earn eft ly defire aj*d impatient- Sect. 4?. 
ly long for thy prefence. • 

To admire and celebrate ^ 
the wonderful difplays of thy 
Omnipotence, Wifdom and 
Benevolence fo as 1 have 
done with the higheft plea- 
lure and the deepeft impref- 
fions,; in that blefled taber¬ 
nacle which is Solemnly dq- 

YQtedto thyfelf and religion, 

• v r; JEfpecially have i and all 3 
upright, perfons reafon to en? 
larjge-our views of them, in 
contemplating thy benignity 
and goodnefs; bfecaufe they 
are notvonly neceffity to ac¬ 
commodate this-life, , but to 


ftaro^v.it with jjfche higheft 
value^and give; the-mind the 
ndbleft; fatisfadljbnii befides 
profpefts df a, better endlefs 
beings on, thefe accounts I 
will;!confefs my obligations, 
and applaud and adore thine 
fever- bfeficd name., 
j. And conformable to thefe 4 

1 

juftlentimejncs, to the .Ucmoft 
limits pfmy Continuance here 
below, I will exprefs 'myfelf 
With the higheft ,efteem and 
regatfd of ithe.e: ; I will exert 
all mobilities to unite man¬ 
kind in thy true worlhip and 
fincere.obedience.. 


As 
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«»ct. 47. A* the bodily appetites are 

with the beft provifion, or 
j.. s . ALM choiceft and moft delicious 
il ‘ * nourifhment, fo fhall my beft 

affedtions and rational facul¬ 
ties be refrelhed and moft 
pleafirigly gratified by the 
exercifes of devotion t my 
expreflions lhall render thy 
mighty works and glorious 
perfections univerfally ac¬ 
knowledged, through the 
vehement exulting asnd tri^- 
umphant manner in which ! 
. will proclaim them. 

6 My exalted thoughts of 
thee fhall not end with the 
external fervice, but be con¬ 
tinued as often as I awake -in 

4 

devout commemorations 
on my bed; and in grateful 
reflections on thy mercies 
during the feveral diviiions 
and watches of the filent 
night. 

7 In as much as thy'kind 
providence, whatever my paft 
neceflities or dilirefles have 
been, hath conftantly admi- 
niftred timely fuccour: there¬ 
fore with the greatest readi- 
oefs and chearfulnefs I can 
commit myfelf to thy pro¬ 
tection as to the future, and 
am perfectly fafe in it. 


5. My foul (haft 
be fatisficd as with 
marrow and fatnefs: 
and my mouth (hall 
fraife the* with joy¬ 
ful lips. 


6.When I remem¬ 
ber thee upon my 
bed, and meditate 
on thee in the night- 
watches. 


7. Becaufe thou 
haft been my help : 
therefore in the lha- 
dow of thy wings 
will I rejoice. 
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8. My foul fol- In affeftion, duty, and the Seer. 47. 

loweth hard after \fidelity of virtue my "foul ad- 

the iILjj h '^ nghthand hereth to, and is infeparably. 

uphoJdeth me. w ; th the £ J d 8 * 


q. But thofe that 
fcek my foul to de¬ 
ft roy if, fhall go into 
the 'lower parts of 
the earth. 


% 

1 o. They (hall 

fall by the (word : 
they fhall be a por¬ 
tion (or foxes. 

* * * 1 


anfwerably, like a right hand 
that takes fall hold of and 
keeps from falling, doth thine 
^exerted Omnipotence fupportt 
:and preferve me. 

On the other hand, thofe 9 
who are profecuting all mea¬ 
sures tending to take awa^ 
my life, by a fudden tumul¬ 
tuous and com pleat deftruc- 
tion ' y fhall prove in the iffue 
to have been only digging 
their own graves, and bring¬ 
ing upon themfelves a certain 
quick and dreadful fate. 

They fhall perilh by mean's iq 
of a violent untimely death, 
or the fword draining their 
blood: their dead bodies 


being expofed or denied the 
rites of fepulture, as if they 
were afligned and purpofely 
divided into fhares for them, 
fliall become the prey of 1 
foxes and other wild beafts. 

Whereas 


d Literally, they (hall drain him by! th* hands of the 
fword : Paleftine and other eaftern parts pnefaid to abound 
with a mod ravenous and, horrid kind of,foxes, with which 
they take in the Thoes or Jackalls , that greedily devour 
human bodies and fometimes dig them tip out of the 
graves, filling the deferts with moft terrible; hbwJings Vid. 
Boch. Hieroz. L. III. C. 13. judg. xv. 4. Thtt'en. Traw 

L. I. p. 205. L. II. p 519. 



224 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 47. Whereas the king at whom 
.yviv a ]j t h c [ r malignity is aimed, 

beholding their wretched end 
and his own fafety, fhall re¬ 
joice in God as a moft righ¬ 
teous judge and his gracious 
preferver: every one who is 
brought under an adjuration* 
or takes upon himfclf the 
moft Jolemn obligation and 
religioufly performs it, fhall 
have occafion to extol and 
applaud his own wife con¬ 
duct: but .the calumnies of a 
lying mouth fhall be flopped. 


11. But the king 
fhall rejoice in God 1 ; 
every one that fwear- 
eth by him fhall glo¬ 
ry: but the mouth 
of them that {peak 
lies fhall be flopped. 


PSALM LXIV. SECT. XLVIIL 

* . # - 

F 

* - * * f . 

A prayer to he preferred from fab tie and treache¬ 
rous enemies . The certainty of their punijhmenty 
This an admonition to the world-, and ground of 
confutation to the righteous . Directed to the 
mafter of inujick ." A pfaim or ode of David. 


» - V 


Sect 


Psalm Ixiv. 1. 

1 

4 g, E thou gracioufly plea- 




fed, All-powerful and 
moft merciful God, to fhew 
a particular regard to the 
meditations and heavy com¬ 
plaints I am now laying be¬ 
fore thee *, and as placing me 
under the ftrongeft guard, 
by thy providence defend me 
again ft the prefent object of 

my 


Psalm lxiv*. t. 


H Ear my voice, 
O God, in my 
prayer; preiervemy 
life from fear of the 
enemy. 
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my extreme apprehenfions, Sect. 4 s. 
my life from the danger and s ^~'* r *** 
intrant death it is vilibly lxiv> K 
threatened with by a moft 
formidable and implacable 


2. Hide me from 
the fecret counfel of 
the wicked ; from 
the infurrc&ion of 
the workers of ini¬ 
quity. 


enemy. 

As in fome unknown re- 2 
treat, afylum or fan&uary do 
thou conceal and preferve me 
from falling a iacrifice, to a 
fecret dark confpiracy of moft 
mifchievous ungodly men: 
from a fedition and moft 


tumultuous fa&ious commo¬ 


tion, of wretches who are in¬ 
defatigable in contriving to 
promote diforder, confufion 
and deftru&ion. 


3 Who whet their Who, as fwords are whet- 3 

tongue like a fword, ted M do the more certain 

ami uend their j r j 

to /boot their arrows and f P eed y execution, pre- 

rvett hitter words. pare their afperfions and ca- 

umnies that they may give 
the deepeft wounds \ and as 
t hey tread upon, that they may 
bend and llring their bows 
to ftioot; fo are their invedt- 
ives and calumnies contrived 

1 

and adapted to do the great- 
eft mifchief. 


4 . That they may That, like arrows fitted 4 

ft.oot in Iccret at the an(J when lhe mark appears 

they moot at him, let R Y *» they may direct them 

and fear not. at the beft opportunity to fall 

upon the man.of plain inte¬ 
grity, who harbours no evil 
Vo l. III. defigns 
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Sect • 48. 



Psalm 
lxiv. 4. 


defignshimfelf: fuddenlyand 
without giving the lead warn¬ 
ing do they level at him, who 
hath no apprehenfions of evil 
from others. 


5 In acting after this vile 
manner, they feem deter¬ 
mined to 3 degree of obfti- 
nacy and intrepidity: as thofe 
who jointly contrive to lay 
fnares, they meet to confult 
how to do mifchief fecretly: 
and as if it was impoflible to 
detedt them, they have the 
preemption to afk, — who 
lhall obfer ve or difcover them ? 


5«They encourage 

themfelves in an evil 
matter: they com¬ 
mune of laying 
fnares privily, they 
fay, who fhall fee 
them ? 


6 They are at infinite pains 6 . They fearch 

to invent and contrive how out t * yi | ■ , 4 

, r - r _ accomplilh a dih- 

' under fome difguife to per- gcnt f earch: both 

petrate their infidious dark the inward thought 
defigns: their policy is truly of every oneof/^w ? 
refined, and their vicious pro- and the heart i/deep. 

jecls, reipefting one and all 
of them, far removed from 
a common obfervation, in¬ 
deed almoft infcrutable by an 
human underftanding. ^ , r , , 

7 Neverthelefs, before their fl , oot at thein with 
inexplicable horrid fchemes an arrow, fuddenly 
fhall be executed, they fhall fhall the/be wound- 

•' be remarkably blafted: like ec ** 
a dart or arrow aimed diredt- 


ly at a living mark, and dif- 
charged with the utmoft 
force, fo as to wound or kill 
it; with fuch fudden and 


irre- 
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irreftible violence fliall tfie Sect 


8. So they fhall 
make their own 
tongue to fall upon 
themfelves: all that 
fee them fhall flee 
away. 


divine judgments overtake v r p " s 
and difable or deftroy them. lxi * A 
The iflue, quite fubverfiveg 
of their intentions to ruin the 
innocent, fhall exhibit all the 
mifchiet their evil tongues 

O 

meant fallen upon themfelves: 
fpe£hitors, elpecially thofe 
who have any connexion with 
them, fhall be thrown into 


9. And all men 
fhall fear, and fhall 
declare the work of 
God ; for they (hall 
wifely confider of 
his doing. 


the greateft: confirmation, 
and fhall betake thetnfelves 
to a precipitate flight for 
fafety. 

The awful circumftance 9 

fliall carry in it a ftrik- 
ing admonition to the bulk of 
mankind; they fhall be led 
to reckon it in the higheft 
degree dangerous as well as 
criminal to a£t in this aban¬ 
doned manner: they fhall 
publickly declare this folemn 
fa< 5 t as a demonftration both 


1 * 

io.The righteous 
fhall be glad in the 
LofeD, and fhall cruft 
in him ; and all the 


upright 


what God has done, and what 
he probably will do in fuch 
cafes: fo that: by pertinent 
iblid reflexions upon thefe 
righteous judgments* they 
(hall at one and the fame time 
improve their underftandings 
and better their morals. 

On the other hand, the 10 
good and benevolent - man 
fliall rejoice in the divine cle- 

Qw 2 mency 
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Sect. 48. mency and mercy to him; 

and fhall ever more hope and 
truft for fafety under his pro¬ 
tection : and all men of ftrift 
morals, or an inviolable inte¬ 
grity of virtue, fhall admire 
the procedure, and celebrate 
the perfeftions of a moft juft 
and glorious God. 


on the 

upright in heart fhall 
glory. 


r 


PSALM lxv. 

Tkankfgivings due far mercies . The bappinefs cf 
being continually employed in religious exercifes . 
Almighty God the deliverer of IfraeL *Ihe bene¬ 
factor and govern our of the whole earth . his 

providence confpicuous , in the ft ability of moun¬ 
tains: the rule of feas: and reft rain t of popular 
tumults: in the influences of the heavenly bodies 
upon this earth: and the benefits arifing from 
feafonable and plenteous jhewers. Directed to 
the mafter of mujick. A pfalm of praife, and 
fong to be fung by the quire, compofed by David. 
The occafion , as is reckoned , the three yearsfamine 
mentioned , 2 Sam. xxi. 


Psalm lxv. 1. 


Sect. 48. 



Psalm 
lxv. 1. 


T Ributary acknowledg¬ 
ments of the fincereft 
gratitude, O thou God and 
father of all mercies, are in- 
difpenfablydue,for ics favours 
and bounties, to thy good 
providence; and reafonably 
expected to be folemnly paid 

by 


Psalm lxv. 1. 


e pRaife waiteth 
for thee, O 
God, in Sion : and 
unto thee fhall the 
vow be performed. 


e Some render, filence to thee , i. e. patiently waiting, or 
entirely depending on thee, is praije . 
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by the whole IfratUtjJh nation Sec tor 
in thy facred manfion upon J 

mount Sion: and in honour Jxv ^ 
they are obliged, in the 


moft perfect manner to per¬ 
form the vows made in af- 


2. O thou that 
hcareft prayer, unto 
thee ihall all flelh 
come. 


3. f Iniquities 
prevail againlt me: 
as for our tranfgref- 
fiorrs, thou (halt 
purge them away. 


flidion, of rendering peaces 
offerings tor deliverance. 

O thou, who art moft eafy 2 
of accefs, and gracioufly in¬ 
clined readily to gratify thy 
faithful worfhippers in all 
their humble and rational pe¬ 
titions : all mankind fhall 

1 

efteem it equally their privi¬ 
lege as their duty to draw 
nigh to thee; . implore thy 
mercy-' and' celebrate thy 
goodnefs. 

The woful .demerit and 3 
judgment or punifhment due 
to our multiplied iniquities, 
like a champion in battle, or 
a deluge of waters, might foon 
overcome all ourftrength and 
threaten our utter deftruc- 


tjon: butfuch is thy lenity and 
boundlefs companion to our 
infirmities and even our re¬ 


volts apddefefrions, that upon 
Q_3 our 


f It feems to have been an ancient prevailing opinion, 
that dangers and evils were the effeds of fin r to blot out the 
one therefore denotes beipg delivered fropi the other: and 
the fenfe may be, as an .ingenious author has it, when the 
weight of our fins grows too heavy for us to druggie with. 
t 5 V — that is, when our calamities grow beyond all human 
red refs, then thou fucccureft us. 
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Sect. 48. our repentance and amend¬ 
ment thou wikcover and par¬ 
don them. 

^ Their fituation I truly con- 
gratulatealmoftenvy as pecu¬ 
liarly happy, who fele&ed 
From the reft of mankind, and 
free’d from their cares and 
ftrifes are placed as it were in 
thy more immediate prefence, 
ever to remain at perfect eale 
within thy facred courrs: 
was this delightful ftation to 
be afUgned us, we fhould be 
abundantly fatisfied with the 
advantages and blefllngs of 
thy houfe, even of thy holy 
tabernacle. 

5 When from that place ap¬ 
propriated to God and reli¬ 
gion, we humbly offer up 
under any afflictions or cala¬ 
mities our ardent replica¬ 
tions \ thou, O Go d our great 
deliverer, wilt anfwer by 
tremendous difplays of thy 
Omnipotence and Providence 
in our juft vindication: what¬ 
ever quarters of this earth 
they are difperfed to, thou art 
a certain depcndance to all 
whp rely upon and are fubjeCt 
to thee•, whether they are 
ftationed in the fkirts and ex¬ 
treme 


4. Blefled is the 

tnan whom thou 

choofeft, and caufeft 
to approach unto 
thee, that he may 
dwell in thy 6 courts: 
we (hall be fatisfied 
with the goodnels 
of thy houfe, even 
of thy holy temple. 


5. By terrible 
things in righceouf- 
nefs, wilt thou an¬ 
fwer us, O God of 
our falvation : who 
arf the confidence of 
all the ends of the 
earth, and of them 
that are afar off upon 
the fea. 


s Court, a vacant fpace open to the flcy, in the midft of 
a houfe built round about it. 
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treme borders of the conti- Sect. 48. 
rent, or ftill farther diftant 
dwell on fea-coafts or in 1 SALM 
iflands. 


S 


6 . Which by his 

strength fetteth faft 
the mountains; being 
girded with power. 


7. Which nilleth 

the noife of the leas, 
the noife of their 
waves, and the tu¬ 
mult of the people. 


8 They alfo that 

dwell in the uttcr- 
moll parts are afraid 
at thy tokens; thou 
makeft the out¬ 
goings of the morn¬ 
ing and evening to 
rejoice. 


Who by virtue of his 6 

9 

flrength and wifdom hath fee 
in a right pofition the bulky 
mountains, and eftablifhed 
them upon a firm and un- 
fhaken bafis; the feveral parts 
thereof being ftrongly ce¬ 
mented, and as it were girded 
about, by a force, law or 
certain {lability, which his 
fovereign power hath origi¬ 
nally ftampt upon and pre- 
ferves to them. 

With his Angle word or 7 
fovereign rod he finks down 
the fwelling fea, flops the 
rufhing tempeft, or filences 
the roaring billows *, and 
which bears a ftrong refem- 
blance to the violent agita¬ 
tions of a foaming ocean, he 
eafily pacifies, or inftantly 
commands the mo ft tumul¬ 
tuous popular commotions 
into a perfect calm. 

Remote nations and in- 8 
habitants of extreme parts of 
the earth, are feized with a- 
Aonifhment at the extraordi¬ 
nary tokens and truly alarm¬ 
ing teftimonies exhibited, of 
thy uncontrollable abfolute 

. Q.4 J urif - 
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Psalm 
lxv. 8. 


Sect. 48. jurifdittion: the regular con- 

' ftant courfe of things infpires 
all thinking minds with a 
peculiar pleafure and admi¬ 
ration: even the beauty order 
and ufes of day and night, 
perpetually fucceeding one 
another in an unaltered and 
mod agreeable rotation, 
g By the conftancy and uni- 
verfality of thy regard and 
inlpedtion, the whole earth is 
fupported and accommodat¬ 
ed : after it has languifhed 
and been impoverifhed with 
a general drought, thou re¬ 
covered and greatly enriched 
it with thy clouds; which 
Being replete with element 
are direfted to empty them- 
felves according to the feveral 
occafions: fometimes on one 
fpot of ground, fometimes on 
another: thou givcd the for¬ 
mer and the latter rain, and 
with all kind concurrence that 
can reafonably be expefted 
from thy providence,prepared 
corn and maked fruitful fea- 
fons agreeably to thy own 
originalconditution i the pro - 

m iles 


9. Thou h vifited 
the earth, and water¬ 
ed it: thou greatly 
enriched it with the 
river of God which 
is full of water: thou 
prepared them corn, 
when thou had lo 
provided for it. 


h Abtn Ezra and Kitnchi repder. and the original will 
bear this interpretation, thou hafl 'vijitcd in mercy , i, e. 
blefled the earth or land, after thou had]} made it dry or 
thirdy, thou haf or dolt enrich, h greatly, & c. 
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a 3 i 


mifes of thy word and the Ssct. 48. 


to Thou watereft 
the ridges thereof 
abundantly : thou 
fecclelt the furrows 
thereof: thou makcit 


laws of thy creation. 

Thou thoroughly moiftens 
the ridges or riling earth of 
the plowed land: thou pe¬ 
netrated or finkeft deep into 



Psalm 


lxv. 9, to. 


it foie with Oiowers, 
thou bleflcft the 
fpringing thereof. 


the furrows thereof: thou 
fofteneft and mellowed it into 
a kind and fertile foil with the 
copious falling of difiolvin'g 
fhowers; thy bledlng makes 
the feed Town in it fhoot forth, 


t i.Thou crowneft 
the year with thy 
goodnels, and thy 
paths drop fatnefs. 


increafe and fiourilh. 

As the head is encircled with u 
a crown, thou adorned and 
truly dignified the whole 
annual revolution with tedi- 
monies of thy bounty and 
goodnefs; and from the tracks 
of thy chariot wheels, or foot- 
deps of thy perfedlion and 
providence drop down de¬ 
licacies, profperity and all 
defirable bledings. 


iz. They drop 
tip on the paltures of 
the wilderncfsi; and 
the little hills rejoice 
cn every fide. 


They plentifully didil on 12 
the ilieep-paftures of the wil- 
dernefs, producing a mod 
agreeable lively verdure: the 
little hills, in the lowing herds 


13. The paflures 
are clothed with 
ito ks ; the valleys 
alfo are covered over 

with 


and bleating flocks that graze 
and their young that frifk 
upon them, feem animated, 
a&ive and exulting. 

As the human body is >3 
clothed and adorned with the 
riched attire or ftronged ar¬ 
mour. 
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Sect. 48. mour, fo are the pafturcs 

wholly covered and nobly 
decorated with flocks*, rhe 
valleys alfo are overipread 
with the golden ears of a 
mod promifing harveft ; as 
men fing when fomething 
highly pleafes them, or fliout 
for triumph,all nature appears 
in a fort of gayety, and the 
fmiling feafon to be marked 
out for delight and fedivity. 


on the 

with com;they ihoot 
for joy, they aH» 
ling. 


PSALM LXVI. SECT. XLIX. 

AH people invited to acknowledge the universal 
fovereign. Reafons grounded on his providence , 

and remarkable deliverances cf his true vuorjhip- 
pers. His judgments upon the rebellious and in¬ 
corrigible. Life preferved under threatening 
dangers , perfonal mercies recognifed , and vows 
performed . A fong or pfalm directed to the 
wafer of muftck . 


PS A L M lxvi. |. 


Sect. 49. 



Psalm 

lxvi. i* 



W ITH joyful acclama¬ 
tions, like the longed 
blads of a fhrill trumpet, or 
the louded fliouts of a trium¬ 
phant army, do you, all ye 
inhabitants of this earth, de¬ 
clare the excellency and glory 
of the All-ruling and Inde¬ 
pendent Deity. 

Form your voices, in the 
mod perfeft facred mufick, 

for 


Psalm lxvi. 


M ake a joyful 

noife unto 
God, all ye lands. 


2. Sing forth the 
honour of his name : 
make his praile glo¬ 
rious. 
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for 


3. Say unto God, 

how terrible art thou 
in tliy works! thro’ 
the greatnefs of thy 
power ftiall thine e- 
nemies fubmic them- 
fdves unto thee. 


4. All the earth 
fhall » worlhip thee, 
and fliall fing unto 

thee, 
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mdodioufly difplayingSECT. 49. 

the dignity and glory of 
the divine Omnipotence, wif- j xV ^ 2 
dom and benevolence: raife 
his iliuftrious deeds, as they 
richly merit, to the highelt 
degree of grandeur, majefty 
and fublimity. 

Proclaim to the honour of 3 
that power which made and 
wields the vvonderous whole 
of being, faying, we are (truck 
with tremendous awe and the 
urmoft religious reverence at 
contemplating thy dreadful 
judgments and aftonifhing 
tranladions! Through the 
certainty of thy unlimited 
power, and the repeated mul¬ 
tiplied inftances of its exer¬ 
tion it may be fully depend¬ 
ed on, that thine adverfaries 
in the end will be compelled 
at lead to dilfemble their en¬ 
mity, profefs regard, or make 
feigned fubmifiions 

With the humblefl: pro-4 
fixate adoration, the whole 

human 


* niTO fignifics bowing fhe head 1° token of civil refpeS; 
and proftration, falling on the knees and touching the 
ground with the head, as is now praclifed in the eaft, as a 
mark of that, or of religious reverence The laft due only 
to God, but paid to idols and aflutned by tyrants. The 
Verfian monarchs claimed it, but would never be complied 
with in this claim by any men of honour among the Greeks, 
Curt. L, VIII. C. 5. This divine worlhip by proftra- 

tion, 
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Sect. 49. human, fpecies Ihall prefect tfiee, they fhal? ft ng 

their religious addreffes bp- to thy name. Selab. 

JV ^ ore r * ie exa ' te ^ throne of thy 

fupreme Majefty; and in the 
devoutefi hymns fing forth 
thy praifes: in the higheft 
ftrains with the moft harmo¬ 
nious mufick they fhall cele¬ 
brate thee as pofleffed of an 
univerfal dominion and all 


pofiible perfection. 

5 Let all men attend, ob- 
ferve and admire the vaft de- 
figns and wonderful opera¬ 
tions of divine providence: 
what judgments he hath exe¬ 
cuted, and inexpreffibly dread¬ 
ful expedients he hath ap¬ 
plied, to perplex the affairs 
and punifh the inventions, of 
the degenerate and abandon¬ 
ed among mankind. 

6 This hardened Pharaoh to 
his coft experienced, in the 
return of the RedSea's fwelling 
waves upon him and his hoft; 
whichhad deferted their chan¬ 
nel for the ready paffage of 
our opprefied and purfued 
anceftors : without any thing 
to retard, the greateft num¬ 
bers 


5. Come and fee 
the works of God : 
he is terrible in his 
doing toward the 
children of men. 


6. He turned the 
fea into dry land : 
they went through 
the flood on foot, 
there did we rejoice 
in him. 


tion, .as.u.fually performed to himfelf, not any common 
■jftark of honour, Ahafuerus is fuppofed to have command¬ 
ed to he given to his favourite Hamau; therefore MorJecai 
the Jsw could not in conference praftice what he regarded 
as a fjpecies of idolatry. 
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bers advanced under the di- Sect. 49* 


7. He ruleth by 
his power k forever, 

his eyes behold the 
nations: let not 

the rebellious exalt 
themfclves. Sclali. 


vine conduft, and dry-fhod 
erouded along that water- £ 
court which was ufually 
overflowed : on that fpot, the 
original founders of our na¬ 
tion .in the mod grateful 
acknowledgments, celebrated 
the eternal potentate for the 
wonderful glorious occafion. 

It is not any diftritt or di- 7 
Viffioh of mankind feparately 
that the Almighty governs; 
but an ablbiute authority 
'he is Lord of the univerfe; 
his Omnilcience and watch¬ 
ful providence are compre- 
henfive of the greateli diver- 
fity of people and nations: 
the obftinate and incorrigible 
fhould not pervert or pride 
themfelves in the trifle of 


S. O blefs our 
God, ye people; 
and make the voice 
of his praife to be 
heard. 


wealth or power they com¬ 
mand, for he is infinitely 
above them and can eafily 
reduce them. 

O all ye kindreds and na- * 
trons, in one united grand 
aflembly join to declare 
your higheft efteem and 
vehenation for the Kin2 of 


kings, the Lord of lords; 

proclaim 


* The CbdIJ. atid $Wv feem to have given the right 
fenfe of in this paltage, as Vefefriti'g‘toJ^«< ^.rather 

ihan duration, and as ftgmfyrtrg'a dominion or jurifduftioa 
over the whole world, and all perfons and things ;a it. 
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m 


Sect. 49 proclaim to all the world his 

rightful dominion, and the 
Psalm i rre f ra gable tefti monies of his 

O » • /* rv ■ 

immenle perfection. 

9 To whofe bounty and 
goodnefs we are to aferibe it 


that we are fituated, fupport- 
cd, and with conftant fupplies 
accommodated, fo that we 


live and breathe: and not- 


9. Which holdeth 
our foul in life, and 
fuffereth not our feet 
to be moved. 


withftanding unnumbered dif- 
afters and calamities to which 


we are obnoxious, are not 
fo attacked that we cannot 


avoid or fuftain them; nor fo 
overpowered and difabled 
but by a regular diligence 
we can fupply all nature's 
demands. 

10 Indeed we have fometimes 
been apprehenfive that we 
fliould be reduced to thefe 
extremities; and have aCtu- 

allv conflicted with extraor- 

¥ _ _ 

dinary difficulties; but, as 
precious metals are tried and 
refined in the furnace,fo. All¬ 
wife and molt gracious God, 
thou haft only appointed us 
a feverer difeipline to pro¬ 
duce our virtue, or improve 
it to true perfection. 

I , As game are purfued into 
toils and fnares, fo have we 
fallen a prey to the power or 
policy of our enemies; our 

burdens 


10. For thou, O 
God, haft proved as, 
thou haft tried us as 
filver is tried. 


1 i.Thoubrough- 
teft us into the net, 
thou laidft affliction 
upon our loins. 
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burdens have been fo heavy* Sect ; 49, 

our milt l ies prefled fo hard U T TVP "* ,J 

X Fsalm 

upon us as fometimes to try j xv ^ M . 

our utmoft ftrengrh, it not 


12. Thou haft 
cnufed men to ride 
Over our heads; we 
went through fire 
and through water: 
but thou brought- 
ert them out into a 
wealthy place . 


exhauft it. 

Men of the fame earthly > 2 
make and fafhion with our- 
felves, have been fuftered in 
the height of their arrogance 
to triumph over, trample up¬ 
on, and reduce us to a moft 
miferable condition of abject 
flavery: our perils and efcapes 
have refembled the extreme 
dangers arifing from fire and 
water: neverthelefs thou haft: 


kindly extricated, as it were 
tranfplanted into a moft 
fertile foil, and every way 
fituated us to our advantage 


1 3 .ind 14. I will 
go into thy houfe 
with burnt-offerings: 
I will pay thee my 
vows* which my lips 
have uttered, and my 
mouth hath fpoken 
when I was in trou¬ 
ble. 


and iatisfaction 

Being thus peaceably and 13. f 4- 
comlortably fettled, and in 
all rcjpefts flourifhing and 
happy*, as becomes the re¬ 
prefen tat ive of this favoured 
people I will enter thy facred 
tabernacle with burnt-offer¬ 
ings, and in the folemnities 


of worfhip pay my moft 
thankful acknowledgments: 
particularly, difcharge thofe 
iacred and irrevocable enga¬ 
gements, which came readily 
out of my lips when I was 
involved in affli&ions and ca¬ 
lamities. 
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16 


Sect. *9. Iamities, and which 1 volun¬ 
tarily declared I would cer¬ 
tainly perform if ever I was 
free’d from them. 

15 I will humbly offer up the 
richelt facrifices of ftall-fed 
beads that are full of mar¬ 
row: frankincenfe fhall per¬ 
fume and the fat of rams 
fmoke upon thine altar: I 
will thankfully prefent horned 
cattle at full age, and the 
choiceft he-goats of the whole 
flock. 

Be prefent all ye friends of 
God and virtue, and for your 
encouragement attend, whilft 
1 faithfully report what I have 
experienced of the ways of 
providence; how wonderful¬ 
ly my life hath been preferv- 
ed, and what benignity fhew- 
ed in the courfe of it. 

1 7 An entire earthly profpe- 
rity, might not on all accounts 
: have been fo much for my 
real beneHr, as an imperfect 
frail mortal: but whenever 
1 have been in afflnftion 
and adverfity, I no fooner 
implored than I received his 
kind affiftance; and almoft 
with one and the fame breath, 

humbly fupplicated his mercy 

and thankfully celebrated his 
praifes. 


\ 


15. I will offer 
unto thee burnt' 
facrifices of fadings, 
with the incenle of 
rams s I will offer 
bullocks with goats. 
Selah. 


16. Com erfW hear 
all ye that fear God, 
and I will declare 
what he hath cone 
for my foul. 


17, I cried unto 
him with my mouth, 
and he was extolled 
with my tongue. 


Without 



18. If I regard 
inquiry in my heart, 
(he Lord will not 
hear me. 
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Without breadi of modefty Sect. 49 
allow me to obferve, that I 
adted confidently; never after lxv ^ l8> 
an infincere and hypocritical 
manner: neither could l have 
expedted my devotion, how¬ 
ever zealous it was, to be re¬ 
garded, if in my inward frame 
and temper I approved ini¬ 
quity or idolatry, evil or mif- 
chief: if I had, or ever fliall 
have any thing in view, that 
is the reverfe of that folid 
good and happinels which 
attend virtue and true reli¬ 
gion, it is a certain rule with¬ 
out exception, the Lord 
rejedfs my homage; grants 
not my requefts, nor do offer¬ 
ings, prayers or vows in the 
leatt avail with him. 


19. But verily 
God hath heard me: 
he hath attended to 
the voice of my 
prayer. 


ao.BlefTed £eGod, 
which hath not turn¬ 
ed 


It may be reckoned then 19 
a divine teftimony in my fa¬ 
vour, and demonftration that 
I am confcious of no latent 
guile; for it is undeniably 
evident, that Goo hath heard 
and granted my petitions: 
and in being prevailed upon 
by my humble fupplicating 
fpirir, hath given abundant 
witnefs to the truth of my 
principles or the fincerity of 
my virtue. 

Am I not manifeftly fa- 20 
voured with a divine atten¬ 
tion, for with the utmoft re- 

R vcrence 


Vol, III. 
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Sect. 49. verence and to his eternal ed away my prayer,' 

honour be it fpoken, the Al- nor his merc y frwn 

lxvi S 2 c> M mighty hath not reje&ed what mc ‘ 

in my own behalf I have 
humbly arbitrated withhinvj 
nor doth it appear from the 
courfeof his providence, that 
I am not the objett of his 
extraordinary regard and be¬ 
neficence. 


PSALM LXVIl. 

Bleffngs humbly requefted for the Ifraelitifh nation^ 
and in them for all mankind . *Tbankfgiving a 
univerfal obligation , and the groundwork where - 
on to raife the highejt hopes . A pfalm or fong 
of praife directed to the mafter of mufick , to be 
performed on Jlringed inftruments and fung to. 
An imitation , as is fuppofed, of the form of 
bleffing ufed by the priefts on folemn occafions. 
Numb. vi. 23, 24, 25. 


Psalm lxvii. 1. 


Sect. 49. 



Psalm 
lxvii. 1. 


L E T us offer up our moft 
humble and ardent ad- 
dreffes to the Creator and 
Lord of the univerfe, that 
he would be pleafed to vouch- 
fafe us his regard and pro¬ 
tection, with all ufeful and 
defirable favours and blef- 
fings: that by his gracious 
prefence and the difpofitions 
of his kind providence he 

would 


Psalm lxvii. I. 

O D be merci¬ 
ful unto us, and 
us : and caufe 
his face to Aline up¬ 
on us. Selah. 



blefs 
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wdfcjld difperfe any gloomy S.ect. 49. 
appreheniions we may be 

, j , • r o. PsAUtt 

under, and in every reiped: l# 

place us in agreeable happy 
circUmftances. 


5, That thy way 
may be known upon 
earth, thy laving 
health among all 
nations. 


Grant this, molt merciful* 
Father, that by means of our 
profperous and flourifhing 
ftate, who know and worfhip 
thee the true God; rational 
fcntiments and a becoming 
religious homage and obe¬ 
dience may univerfally pre¬ 
vail : and thy juft govern¬ 
ment,righteous laws,and won¬ 
derful works may beacknow- 


3. Ldl the people 
pi aife thee, O God; 
Jet all the people 
praife thee. 


4. O.let the na¬ 
tions be glad and 
forjoy : for thou 

Hi alt 


ledged and admired in this 
land, and throughout all the 
kingdoms of the world. 

O thou moft beneficent 3 
God, by conferring upon 
them the greateft obligations, 
the true knowledge of thyfelf, 
engage the people, with plea- 
fure, from a lenfe of grati¬ 
tude, to confcfs and adore 
thy power and goodnefs: and. 
let thefe profeflions, together 
with all inftances of regular 
moral obedience, prevail 
every where that people are 
formed into focieties, from 
the fun's rifing beams to its 
letting rays. 

O let (hecivil governments4 
and different communities of 

R 2 mankind 
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• mankind rejoice in the know- 

9 ledge of true religion, as in 
feftival folemnities-, and ex* 
prefs their fi nee reft joys in 
devout fongs and in the 
loudeft acclamations: for it 
is a fentiment full of hope, 
big with triumph to all righ¬ 
teous men, that conformably 
to rules of impartial equity 
thou adminiftreft all affairs-, 
and in due time wilt rectify 
all Teeming inequalities and 
diforders: with wifdom and 
moderation regulateft and 
condndleft the greateft diver- 
fity of nations, by the falutary 
laws of virtue to perfection 
and happinefs. 

j Grant, All-knowing and 
moft bountiful God, that with 
the nobleft thankfgivings of 
grateful hearts and uniformly 
good lives, the people may 
confefs thy power and pro¬ 
vidence: throughout thy vaft 
dominions let all people, by 
having their hearts united in 
thy faith and fear, celebrate 
and adore thy unbounded 
greatnefs and goodnefs. 

6 All men without exception 
lie under indifpenfable obli¬ 
gations to religious gratitude, 
for the bleflings of nature 
and providence, the defeend- 


fhalc judge the peo¬ 
ple righteoufly, and 
govern the nations 
upon earth. Selah. 


5. Let the people 
praife thee, O God ; 
let all the people 
praife thee. 


6 . Then ftiall the 
earth yield her in- 
creafe; ard God, 
even our own God 
fhall blefs us. 
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ing rains and fruitful fcafons Sect. 49. 
are all in common: the grate- 
ful earth returns its annual lxvii 6 
prefents to thofe that culti¬ 
vate it i and in its various 
conftant productions affords 
abundant fuftenance for man 
and beaft: the exhauftlefs 


fountain of all mercies, even 
our eternal God and Father, 
who hath diftinguilhed us 
with the nobleft privileges, is 
molt confpicuoufly defirous 
that we fliould duly improve 
them, and in all refpeCts be 
profperous and happy. 

7. God (hall blefs May this be the blefied 7 
us, and all the ends effeCt of all his kindnefs, and 
of the earth (hall our nat j on ever a molt flou- 

fear im * rifhing one: that by means 

of our importance and true 
excellence, our fecular great- 
nefs and our (hilling light of 
truth and goodnels^ the re- 
moteft quarters may be led 
to put on a religious cha¬ 
racter, and praCtife a re¬ 
gular and uniform virtue and 
piety. 



PSALM 
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PSALM LXVIII. SECT. L. 

God arijing to judgment . The wicked deftroyed. 
The righteous triumphant. ¥ he injured vindi¬ 

cated. The lowly neglected and opprejfed , exalted. 
The Ifraeikes fupported and protected in the 
wildernefs . Their fervitude and miferies. Their 
deliverances . The manner of celebrating and 
afenbing glory to God for them . A pfalm or 
fong of David, directed to the majlcr of mufick. 
The occafion , fame fuppofe , to be bringing up 
the ark to Jerufalem : other j, with a peculiar 
folemnity carrying it from mount Zion into the 
camp , to animate the foldiery in an engagement 
againfl fome formidable enemy. 

Psalm Ixviii. i. P s a l m lxviii. i. 

Sect. 50. ’T’ ET the Omnipotent T ET God anfe. 

Psalm * ^ God ftand up for US, befcattered'.Ietchem 
hviii. 1. as our judge, patron and alfo that hate him 

avenger: Jet heathen idola- flee before him, 

ters and his inveterate ene¬ 
mies, however refolute and 
Wrongly connefted, like a 
potter’s vefiel that is broken 
in pieces, be feparated and 
entirely difperfed: Jet them 
alfo who flight his authority 
and trample upon his laws, 
flee, as to fave their lives 
from imminent danger, even 
that of an earth-quake or 
conflagration, from his angry 
prefence and flaming fword 
purfuing them. 
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2. As fmoke is 
driven away^/Sdrive 
them away : as wax 
melteth before the 
f\Tc*/o let the wicked 
perifh at the pre¬ 
fence of God. 


As the dried chaff or ligh- Sect 
teft vapour of imoke is blown v *r~- 
away with a hurricane orj 
whirl-wind, fo do thou drive 
and diffipate them : As the 
confiftency and firmnefs of 
wax near a glowing fire dif- 
folves, in like manner, at the 
tremendous appearance of the 
moft high God, Jet them 
lofe all vigour and courage 
and fink into defpondency 

and rlpflrnfl-inn 


5 ° 



LM 

. 2 . 


3 .Hut let the righ¬ 
teous be glad: let 
them rejoice before 
God, yea, let them 
exceedingly rejoice. 


4. Sing untoGod, 
fing praifes to his 
name: eXtoI him 
that rideth upon the 
heavens by his name 

i A H, and rejoice 
efore him. 


On the other hand, let men 3 
of integrity and true benevo¬ 
lence be infpired with joy and 
glory: their exalted merit be 
crowned with noble opportu¬ 
nities of celebrating the divine 
p^rfeftions, and rejoicing in 
his prefence and in the regard 
of his providence: yea, let their 
joys bediftinguifhed forevery 
proper exprefllon of them, 
and for the higheft degrees of 
tranfport and exultation. 

Like generous advocates + 
of virtue and religion, exalt 
your voices totheutmoft pitch 
in honour of an everblefied 
Gqd their grand patron: with 
the moft correcft and per- 
fedl pfalmody, celebrate his 
illuftrious exploits and unriyaU 
Jed Attributes: as a vi&orious 
general mounted in his trium- 
R 4 phant 
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Sect. 50. phant chariot, raife him to 

the adoring view of all man¬ 
kind, for the nobleft fublimi- 
ty and majefty, who prefides 
in the heaven of heavens and 
is effentially great, fuperla- 
tive in every thing, and ab- 
folutely independent: before 
the fymbols of his prefence 
hail him with the loudeft ac¬ 
clamations, as immutable and 
eternal Lord and maker of 
the whole creation. 


5 Notwithftanding that he 
is fupreme over all, and 
the higheft heavens his glo¬ 
rious habitation, yet he is to 
all purpofes a father; and 
naturally well affe£ted to all 
his off-fpring; particularly to 
deftitute friendlefs orphans, 
and exquifitely tender of their 
welfare and happinefs: feated 
on his eternal throne, he alfo 
takes cognizance of their 
caufes and vindicates the 
rights of injured defolate and 
diftrefied widows. 

6 In the courfe of his kind 
providence, this moft affec¬ 
tionate parent fupplieth thofe 
with all domeftick con¬ 
veniences and blefiings, 
whofe wants had feparated 
them from human fociety, 
and ncceffitated to lead a re¬ 
el ufe 


A father of the 
fatherlefs, and a 
judge of the widows, 
is God in his holy 
habitation. 


6 . God fettetb the 
folitary in families: 
he bringeth out thofe 
which are bound 
with chains, but the 
rebellious dwell in a 
dry land. 
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clufe and iolitary life: he Sect. 50: 
redores captives or vaflals, 
iubjeaed to the capricious^- 
humours of arbitrary and 
mercilefs tyrants,to the fweets 
of liberty and all the pleafures 
of a mod commodious fituar 
tjon: but the refraftory and 
incorrigible in wickednefs* 
as placed on the top of a rock 
where nothing groweth, fhall 
always remain in a barren 
land. 


7. o God, when Blefied God! how me- 7 
thou wenteft /orth niorable and awful the 

when thou didft 

inarch through the thy people by a pillar of 
wildernefs. Selah. - a cloud by day and of fire 

by night! when eafily fur¬ 
mounting all difficulties to 
perform the purpofes of thy 
providence, thou regularly 
advanced with the rapid 
courle of a victorious ge¬ 
neral, or the majedick gait 
of a dauntlefs lion, through 
the tracklefs wilds of an 


8 .The earth fhook, 
the heavens alfo 
dropped at the pre- 
fence of God: even 
Sinai itfelf vuas tno-r 

•ved at the prefenee 
of God, the God of 
Ifrael. 


inhofpitable defert. 

As if nature’s laws had 8 
been abrogated, and inani¬ 
mate beings on a fudden 
endued with thequickeft fen- 
fations; at the prefence of 
Deity, or from the impref 
fions of indant Omnipotence, 
the folid earth was thrown 

into 
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Sect. jo. into the moft violent com- 

motion or concuffion•, the 
exalted heavens were difiolv- 
ed and fell down in mighty 
Angle drops: notwithftanding 
Sinai 9 s ftregth and fixednefs, 
it tottered at the tremendous 
afped of the great fovereign, 
the Lord God of Ifrael. 

9 After the heavy calamity 
of a moft excefllve drought, 
moft bountiful Lord, out of 
thine everlafting mercy thou 
waft pleafed to lend plentiful 
fhowers of refrefhing rain: 
whereby the people’s minds, 
whom thou hadft chofen for 
thy perpetual pofieflion, were 
fet right in regard to thy 
protection of them, when they 
plainly doubted it: and their 
unhappy tempers or the ex¬ 
tremity of their fufferings, 
feemed to have exhaufted 
their patience and ftaggered 
their religious confidence. 


q. Thou, O God, 
didft ' tend a plenti¬ 
ful rain, whereby 
thou didft confirm 
thine inheritance 
when it was weary. 


The 


1 Some interpret this, God kept conftantly fuftendfd 
over his people a fhower of bleflings, from whence he 
rained manna, and quails upon them. Or as Gataker and 
others, of that Ihower which dropt from the cloud when 
it removed over the people's heads from the van to the 
tear. Exod. xiv. 19. whereby St Paul obferves, they were 
walhed or baptized. 1 Cor. x. 3. Is not the reference to 
rain after drought, and moft probably in the wildemefs to 
confirm the people’s hope and truft in the Almighty, when 
they murmured and were in danger of defpondency. 
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10. m Thy con¬ 
gregation hath dwelt 
therein, thou, O 
hall prepared 
of thy goodneIs for 
the poor. 


ii. The Lord 
gave the word, great 
w the company of 
thofe that published 
it. 


12. King6 of ar¬ 
mies did flee apace : 
and file that tarried 
at home divided the 
fpoil. 


13. Though ye 
have lien among the 
pot s t yetJhallye he as 

the 



The whole collective body Sect. 50. 
were fixed in peace and fafety, 
where they had lately bee rl ^ 
diftrefied and in the greateft 


danger: out of thine in- 
expreffible goodnefs, thou 
placedft thofe in eafy and 
comfortable circumftances, 
whofe fpirits had been greatly 
deprefied with a mod wretch¬ 
ed fervitude. 

The governour and maker 11 
of the univerle ifiued out his 
high command, and inftantly 
multiplied was the number 
of mefiengers who were ready 
to declare and perform it. 

Monarchs and leaders of 1 a 
confederate armies formed 
for aCtion, exerted themfelves 
to the utmoft in an expedi¬ 
tious flight or precipitate re¬ 
treat: and thev who were 

* 

employed in domeftick affairs 
not only had their fhare in, 
but the privilege of dividing 
the whole of the booty. 

Though your condition, 1 3 
like that of fkullions in a 

kitchen 


m Some interpret this, God governed and protefted his 
people by the miniflry of angels. Others, that in that de¬ 
folate place where only wild beafts could live, by (howers 
of manna a multitude of tamer living creatures were 
fuftained, even of men and all their flocks and herds. The 
next ver. is underflood of the female quire who fung the 
people’s viftories. Exod. xv. 20, 21. ana by fome, of them 
who fpoiled the Egyptians by borrowing their jewels. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 50. kitchen or ftrolling followers 
K 7 T >rmmJ a camp, has been to the 
l ?£ LM lafb degree fordid and defpi- 

* cable*, yet (hall ye be fettled 


the wings of a dove 
covered with filver, 
and her feathers with 
yellow gold. 


in a mod happy and fplendid 
one; refembling for cleannefs 


and beauty the pigeon’s filver- 
ed plumes, and out-fliining 
thofe feathers of hers which 


glitter like the yellownefs of 
gold 

14 When the Almighty fa¬ 
voured their arms with fuch 
diftinguilhed fuccels; that 
upon Salmon feveral kings 
fled before them ; theafpe&of 
affairs was truly imagnificent 
and glorious,like the gliften- 
ing fnow on that lofty moun¬ 
tain. 

15 Bajhm *s eminence might 
feem recommendatory of it 
to become the hill of God, 
and bear the fymbols of his 
prefence: Bajhan certainly 
raifes exceeding high its 
towering head. 

16 Wherefore ye afpiring hills, 
do ye arrogantly enter the 
lifts on account of your ele¬ 
vation ? or for the fake of 
your exalted brows and cloud- 

topt 


14. When the 
Almighty fcattered 
kings in it, it was 
•white as fnow in 
Salmon. 


15. The hill of 
God it as the hill of 
Bafhan, an high hii! 
as the hill of Baihan. 


\ 6 . Why n leap 
ye, ye high hills r 
this is the hill which 
God defireth to 
dwell in, yea, the 
Lord will dwell h: 
it for ever. 


0 Kimchi approves R. Hai's interpretation from the Arab* 

in (lead of hap* *wbat look you for , or *what cxptft ye* ye high 

hills , to be done to you ? which does not much alter the 
fenfe. 
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17. The chariots 
of God are twenty 
thoufand; even thou- 
fands of angels: the 
Lo RD/iamongthem 
as in Sinai, in the 
holy place. 


18. Thou had 
afeended on high, 
thou had led enp- 

tivity 
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topt fummics vainly pretend Sect. $<>. 
to the honour? you cannot 

1 1 _ » _ • • Psalm 

poflibly come in competition lKviii4l6 
for a defirable fituation with 
mount Zion\ the high God 
himfelf entertains a peculiar 
affection to that pleafanc 
place*, and hath adtually de¬ 
termined it to be the place of 
his fixed refidence through¬ 
out all ages and generations. 

It is under his proteftion 17 
whofe magnificence is inex- 
preflible and his majefty ab¬ 
solutely fupreme: the chariots 
of the moft high God are 
twenty thoufand ; even thou- 
fands of thoufands of angels: 
as a monarch furrounded by 
his guards or a general by his 
army, the Lord of the uni- 
verfe is in the midft of them, 
directing their different pro¬ 
vinces in his grand admini- 
ftrarion, with a vigilant con¬ 
cern for the fecuriry of his 
facred reft: the fame always 
as he once manifdted his 
glory upon mount Sinai , and 
feparated that holy hill by 
boundaries from all the 
ground about it, thence with 
the utmoft folemnity to iflue 
forth his laws. 

As a victorious comman- 18 

der returning with all the 

honours 
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Sect. 50. honours and trophies of war, 

' thou art exalted to an im- 
Ps alm morta iity of fame: whatever 

Jxviii* 18 - - • * 1 ij 1 

jpoil the enemy had taken 
thou haft fully recovered: 
there is further gained fuf- 
ficient for prefents to be di¬ 
vided among ft a multi¬ 
tude of fharers: even re¬ 
volted who long held it out 
are totally fubdued: that a 
fettled peaceful retreat might 
at length be feeured, for the 
ever-blefled fymbols of the 
iupreme majefty. 

19 In the higheft degree 
efteemed and adored be the 
Lord of the whole creation, 
who as a kind of charge upon 
himfelf, hath undertaken our 
fupport, and perpetually pro- 
videth for us the greateft 
plenty and variety of blef- 
lings: even the Good and 
Omnipotent God to whom 
we are under obligations for 
many fignal deliverances, as 
well as for our ordinary con- 
ftant fafety and profperity. 

20 It is his royal prerogative, 
or peculiar property whom 
we worfhip, to be a God to 
all the purpofes of refeuing 

‘ from the greateft dangers, 
and eftablifhing in perfedt 
fecuriry and tranquillity: un¬ 
der the direftion of the fame 

necef- 


tivity captive 1 thoo 

haft received gift? 
for men ; yea, fir 
the rebellious alfo, 
that the Lord God 
might dwril among 
them. 


19. BlefTed le the 
Lord, nvbo daily 
loadeth us with he. 
nefts , even the God 
of our falvation. Sc- 
lah. 


20. He that is our 
God, is the God of 
falvation; and unto 
God the Lord be¬ 
long the iiTues from 
death. 



Bock of P S A L M 3 . 



2i But God (hall 
wound the head of 
his enemies: ardihe. 
» hairy fcalp of fuch 
a one a6 goeth cn 
ilill in his treipafles. 


neceflarily exifting Being ani Sect. 5<r. 
all the determinations of mor- 
tality, or various multiplied 
paffages whereby death mues 
forth and deflroys mankind. 

And furely in one or other zi 
of them he (hall batter the 
head of his idolatrous ene¬ 
mies, or give them mortal 
and incurable wounds and 
bruifes: and the ihaggy hor¬ 
rid pate of every one, who 
refolutely per fills in an habi¬ 
tual courfe of felf-condemned 


12 . The Lord 
Laid, I will p bring 
again from Bafhan, I 

will 


impiety and the moft perni¬ 
cious immorality. 

The divine mat chiefs Om- 2 a 
nipotcnce is the fame as when 

he 


° Hairy fcalp , fome interpret of the Arabians who fuf- 
fered their hair to grow long on the top of the head ; that 
by firetching it out and railing the hair, they might fhew 
their favage temper and difpofition. 

P The Chald. Paraph, underftands this of a refurreflion, 
and thus explains — 1 will bring again the juft that are dead 
and devoured by wild beafls . A bar bine l ftili more refined 
from between the teeth , meaning of the be alls that hath de¬ 
voured them. Some other of the Rabbis , approved this 
fenfe as appears from the (ketch of hiftory Schickard has 
preferved in his Jus Rcgiutn Heh. p. 169'. A Saracen com¬ 
mander of a fleet from Corduba . in Spain cruizing on the 
coall of Paleftins t took a vfcffel bound for Scbafte t with fome 
learned Jews on board : one eminent Rabbin among(t the 
rell, called R Mcfn the father of R. Enochs together with 
his wife a woman of exquifire beauty; whom the brute of 
a captain being about to ravifti, ihe calls to her hufband 
[who was within hearing, but in chains] and afks him in 
Hebrew whether they who were drowned in the fea fhould 
revive at the iefurieflion of the dead. To whom he re¬ 
plies in the words of this paflage. 7he Lord faid, Sid. upon 
which fhe immediately threw herfelf into the fea an I was 

uf owned. 




A Paraphrase oH the 


Sect. 50. he declared, I will make my 

people return victorious from 
Psalm an en gagement with Rajhan 

(KV1I1* 22• m * 1 1 1 • * • 

ana its haughty king: I will 
make them return in triumph 
from their conteft with har¬ 
dened Pharaoh and his for¬ 
midable hoft, left behind in 
the bottom of the fea for the 
waters to overflow them. 

23 That the (laughter may be 
complete, the carnage dread¬ 
ful, and the effufion of the 
enemy’s blood fo abundant, 
that thy foot fhall fplafli in it 
and the tongue of thy dogs 
lap the fame. 

24 In the folemnities of re¬ 
peated triumphs, O all-power¬ 
ful Deity, they have, as it 
were, been fpeftators of the 
wonderful courfe of thy di¬ 
vine procedure * the inimitable 
procedure of my moft Glori¬ 
ous God, my eternal Ruler, 
when graced with conqueft 
they have returned the ark 
into the holy tabernacle. 

25 The proceflion was moft 
regular and truly magnifi¬ 
cent: vocal mufick preceded, 

inftru- 


will bring my pea- 
pie again from the 
depths of the fea. 


23. That thy foot 
may be dipped in 
the blood of thine 
enemies, and the 
tongue of thy dogs in 
the fame. 


24. They have 
feen thy goings, O 
God, even the goings 
of my God, my king, 
in the fanftuary. 


23. The fingers 
went before, the 
players on inftru- 
ments followed liter; 

amongft 


drowned. Their ftrength and folemnity, would incline one 
to interpret the 2o f 21, 22 and 23 ver of future rewards 
and punilhments. The expreflions will bear this interpre¬ 
tation; and convey a moll Itriking image : and from fpeak- 
ing of what was invifible, ther at the 24 he turns to fome 
faint glimpfes thereof, which they had feen in the reprefen^ 
tations of me fanCtuary. 
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amongd them were inftrumental followed; and Sect, 50. 

the damfeli playing to i m p r0 vc che beauty and 
with timbrels. 1_ • , , ' • tsalm 

harmony, timbrels were m-j xviii 
termixed and beaten by rural 
blooming nymphs juft come 
from under the care of their 


26. Blefs ye God 
in the congrega¬ 
tions, even the Lord 
J rom the fountain of, 
Ifrael. 


27. There it 
little Benjamin with 
their ruler, the prin¬ 
ces of Judah, and 
their counfel, the 
princes of 'l Zebu- 
lun, anti the princes 
of Naphtali. 


parents. 

Their united grateful fong 2 ^ 
was — render to the Almigh¬ 
ty and Eternal Being, . all 
poffible thank fgivings and 
adorations, in the grand affem- 
bly of our whole nation now 
collected; even to the fu- 
preme Being, the fupport 
and Lord of the univerfe, 
all ye defendants, by what¬ 
ever tribe, from the fountain 
and common father Ifrael. 

Here prefent, there is the 2 7 
tribe of Benjamin, few indeed 
in number but of confequence 
in giving birth to the firft of 
ourmonarchs: men of autho¬ 
rity: likewile , fprung from 
Judah and able ftatefmen, 
one of whom now fways che 
feeptre: leading men befides 
belonging to Zebulun , and 
principal perfons whom 
Naphtali has produced. 


* Zebttfun and Naphtali fuppofed mentioned becaufe 
learning and knowledge mod Aourifhed in thofe two tribes. 
Hen. xlix. Deut . xxxiii. Jut/g. v. 14. l/ai . ix. I. put fome 
think, only that all the tribes may appear prefent. 

Vol. HI. S 

4 


To 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 56. To the divine conftitutibn 

J of things, his powerful pre- 

UviiT z8 f ence an ^ m °ft gracious pro¬ 
vidence you are freely to a- 

fcribe all your abilities and 

advantages: InfiniteGon, be 

thou pleafed in the courfe of 

thy difpenfations to perfect 

that glorious fcheme thou 

haft formed in our favour; 


28. • Thy God 
hath commanded thy 
ftrength; ftrengthen* 
O God, that which 
thou haft wrought 
for us. 


and carry our national union 
ftrength and prosperity to a 
ftate of the utmoft fplendour. 

29 From the univerfal fame , 2 9 * r ^ ecau ^ c 

of thy moft magnificent tcm- ^ “ m fl.alll' kings 
pic at Jerufalem > and the ra-. bring prerents unto 

tional worfhip of the true thee. 

God, which is duly perform¬ 
ed there; Jet fuch an influence 


and refpeflable importance 
be derived to our whole com¬ 


munity, that foreign princes 
may be curious to acquaint 
themfelves with our policy 5 
interefted to court our alli¬ 


ance ; or confcientious to 
reckon themfelves obliged to 
bring coftly offerings, in ac¬ 
knowledgment of the ever- 

bleffed 


1 This pafiage as well as Gen. i. 3. is faid to hare ftruck 
that mafter of eloquence the great Longinus; as an inftance 
of that natural fimplicity which is truly grand and fublime. 

• Noldius obferves the particle mem, t ran Hated becaufk 
fhould be rendered to, and fomc think this would make the 
fenfe clearer than either the LXX. Vulg. CbaU, Paraph. $r 
Arab, wr/ion have left it. 
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30. Rebuke the t 
company 06 fpear- 
men, the multitude 
of the bulls, with 
the calves of the 
people, till every 
one fubmit himfelf 
with pieces of filver 
Scatter thou the peo¬ 
ple that delight in 
war. 


blefled Being who hath thus Se ct. 50. 
eminently diftincuifhed us* v d ~ v ~ lJ 
and with perfect wiidom 
made all things. 

In order to this defirable 30 
flate of things, do thou give 
a fovereign check to the ra¬ 
vages of war: particularly* 
fupprefs the whole military 
company or foraging troop 
of archers fpear-men or lan¬ 
cers, that they .never more 
difturb our peace: likewife* 
confederacies of mighty prin¬ 
ces with fubordinate rulers* 
like larger and fmaller bul¬ 


locks, aiming at abfolute 
power; fubdue them into an 
univerfal fubmiflion with pre- 
fented fragments of filver: 
vanquilh and totally difperfe 
thofe enemies of mankind* 


31. Princes fliall 
come out of Egypt, 
Ethiopia fhall loon 
ftretch out her hands 
unto God. 


whofe higheft pleafure arifes 
from the horrors and miferies 
of battles and fieges. 

Under the happy aufpices 3V 
of an eftablifhed peace, am- 
bafladors of the firft rank 
S 2 and 


1 Mudge renders, rebuke the beads of the reed, th® 
drpve of bulls with the bullocks of the nations, that they 
may not foul the fine filver ftreams; By bead or animal of 
the reedj he underfUnds the crocodile whofe puddling in 
the water he makes reprefent Pharaoh raifing llirs and eon- 
fafions inthe world. Some interpret, the greater princes that 
treat their neighbours a$ bulls do younger cattle* in order to 
cover themfelves with gold or abound in pieces of filver. 



i bo 


A Paraphrase on the 


^ect. 50. and character from Egypt 

the head quarters of idolatry. 
Psalm b e difpatched to our 

ixTJu. 31- ' r T ? • 

court; natives or Ethiopia or 


Arabia (hall make public 
acknowledgments to the ho¬ 


nour of God in our temple: 
or learn as we do to pray to 
him. 


3 2 O all ye governments and 32^SinguntoGod. 
combinations of mankind in > e kingdoms °f 

this fublunary world, be pre- thc Lo * J,. Sc . 
vailed upon in facred fongs lah. 
to commemorate the won¬ 


derful works of the great firft 
caufe: renouncing your irre¬ 
gular wild (trains in praife of 
idols and vanities, fing correct 
and rational compofitions to 
his everlafting praife, by 
whom all things were truly 
created and confitl. 

33 To his greateft glory, who 
in fovereign majefty as abfo- 
lute diredtor and controller, 
rideth in the higheft heavens: 
whatever exifts or whenever 
it began to be, who was eter¬ 
nally antecedent to and the 
adtual author of it: hark ! 


33. To him that 

rideth upon the 

heaven of heavens, 

av htcb were of old, 

]o, he doth fend out 

his voice, and tint a 

miahtv voice. 

^ • 


how he publifheth his tremen¬ 
dous excellence in the peals 
of rending thunder: even 
that thunder which is a preg¬ 
nant inftance of his unbound¬ 


ed power, and of aftonifhing 
efficacy. 

Freely 
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34. Afcribe ye 
llrength unto God: 
his excellency is 
over Ifrael, and his 
llrength is in the 
clouds. 


35. O God, thou 
art terrible out of 
thy holy places, the 
God of Ifrael is he 
that giveth llrength 
and power unto bis 
people: bleffed It 
God. 


Freely confefs that the Sect. 50. 
Almighty Being can with in- 

c * 0 r i b 1 • Psalm 

hmte eale do every thing: 
the Ifraelitijh people are pe¬ 
culiarly under his protection; 
and his Omnipotence and 
efficiency of providence mani- 
fefted in their favour with 
equal luftre, as they are dif- 
played in the fpangled Iky 
or glorious heavens. 

Immenfe and Eternal 35 
Deity, we are feized with 
filent awe and the utmoft 
amazement, on account of the 
miraculous effeCls proceeding 
from thy iolemn prefence 
within the fanCtuary: the 
perpetual guardian of Jacob's 
race is truly and emphati¬ 
cally the perfon, who giveth 
llrength and intrepid firm nets 
to his people; who infpireth 
them with invincible refo- 
Jution, and raifeth them to 
the utmoft fplendour and 
proiperity: let his name be 
for ever honoured admired 
and adored. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


PSALM LXIX. SECT, LI. 

Succour implored in extreme dfirefs . The parti¬ 
cular cir cum fiances of this dfirefs. The temper , 
character and behaviour of his enemies con- 
trafied with his own. The utmofi ardour of 
prayer for his fafety , and their due punifhment *, 
engagements to Jhew an unfeigned gratitude. 
Directed to the mufick mafter to be performed 
cn an infirument of fix firings , an ode or fong 
cf David. Applied as very fuitable to the cafe 
cf the prophet Jeremiah, Chap, xxxii. and to 
that of the great Saviour . 


Psalm Ixix. i. 


Sect. 51. 



Psalm 

Ixix. 1. 



T HOUGH all human 

fuccours fail, it is not 
difficult to thee, O thou God 
who canft do every thing, do 
thou preferve and deliver me \ 
for as if I was drowning 
in deep waters, I am fallen 
into filch diftrefles that my 
life is in the utmoft danger. 

Like one finking apace 
toward the bottom of a clay- 
pit, where without immediate 
relief it is impoffible he fhould 
flop or recover himfelf to any 
firm footing: or as he who 
by fome accident is drawn 
into the depths of waters, 
where the rolling torrents of 
a fudden and violent inunda¬ 
tion 


Psalm Ixix. 1. 


S AVE me, OGod, 
for the waters 
are come in unto 
my foul. 


2. I fink in deep 
mire, where there if 
no {landing: I am 
come into deep wa¬ 
ters, where the 
flouds overflow me. 
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3.fam weary ofmy 
crying, my throat is 
dried: mine eyes 
fail, while I wait for 
my God. 


4. They that hate 
me without a caufe, 
are more than the 
hairs of my, head: 
they that would u de¬ 
ft roy me, being mine 
enemies wrongfully, 
are mighty: then I 
reftored that which 
l took not away. 


tion overflow him, fo am I Sect. 51. 
almoft overwhelmed with the 
heavy load of affliction and lxi ^ M 
adverfity. 

As the fame miferable man 3 
cries in vain for help till his 
ftrength is gone, or looks on 
all Tides till he can fee no 
longer; fo have I hitherto 
met with nothing but linger- 
ingdelays, fainting fpirits, ancf 
failing eyes, as the etfe&even 
of my ftrongeft expeditions 
from the divine protection. 

In a fhort time mine un -4 
deferved adverfarie 9 are in- 

creafed to a number almoft 

• 

incredible: my perfecutors 
whofe avowed aim, being 
open enemies though with¬ 
out the lead provocation, is 
to fupprefs or extirpate me, 
are greatly fuperior to me in 
power; and if they prevail, I 
may expeCt, as is his unhappy 
cafe, who, though unjuftly, 
lofes his eaufe in a court of 
j udicature, to pay all damages; 
or fuftain the weight of all 
evils they can infliCt upon 
me, without pretending to 
have the leaft right either to 
juftice or mercy. 

S 4 O Omni* 

* 


« Defray , literally cut tntJkort , i, e. opprefa or perieciuc 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 61. 



P&alm 


ixix. 5. 


O Omnifcient Being, thou 
art perfectly acquainted with 
my condudt if it have been 
under the influence of an un- 


advifed temper or corrupt 
judgment: neither can my 
trefpafles or unlawful cap¬ 
tures, if any fuch there are 
poflibly be fo far removed or 
fo utterly demolifhed, that 
thou can’ft not difcover and 
produce them. 

6 O thou abfolute and uni- 
verfal director of events and 
affairs! difappoint not their 
hopes who fully depend up¬ 
on thy juftice for my vindi¬ 
cation: fuffer them not who 
folicit, and by all means that 
thy providence direfts to, 
endeavour to procure it, O 
Jfrael’s God and conftant 
Guardian, like fo many pefts 
of fociety, to be loaded with 
reproach and infamy becaufe 
it is not obtained. 

7 Efpecially, as I have al¬ 
ready fubmitted to many 
negledts and indignities, pure¬ 
ly on account of my reliance 
on thy promifes, and ftedfaft- 
nefs to my duty: to that 
degree that wherever I appear 
it is in circumftances of the 
loweft difgrace and confu- 
fion. 


5 O God, thou 
knoweil my foolifh- 
neft; and my fins 
are not h:d from 
thee. 


6. Let not them 
that wait on thee, 
O Lord God of 
hofts, be alhamed 
for my fake: let not 
thofe that feek thee, 
be confounded for 
my fake, O God of 
Ifrael. 


7. Becaufe for thy 
fake I have born re¬ 
proach : fhame hath 
covered my face. 


Like 



Book d/PsALMS. 



(I. [ in become 
a Granger unto my 
brethren, and an 
aliant unto my mo¬ 
ther’s children. 


Like one baniflied his own Sect. 6i;. 
country, 1 am fecluded all the 
privileges of my nativity i lxi ^ . 
all friend fhip and intercourfe 
with my neighbours: and my 
kindred treat me no other 


than if I wore an outlandifh 
habit or could not fpeak my 
mother tongue. 

9. For the zeal of for this certain reafon* ber 9 
thine houfe hath caufe my real concern and 

eaten me up; and moft ardent affetfjon for the 
the reproaches ot .. c .. . , 

them that reproach- credit of true religion, and 
ed thee, are fallen the honour of thine houfe, 
upon me. like a devouring fire, have 

confumed me: and truly 
all the invidious refleftions 


thrown upon the truth of 
piety, and horrid blafphemies 
on thy holy and ever-blefied 
name, are underftood, de- 
figned, and fenfibly felt by 
myfelf, to vilify, as if they were 
diredtly levelled at me: their 
certain meaning is to bring 
me into contempt and de- 
teftation. 

to. When I wept. When I have obferved 
ar.tichnjUntd my foul f f f humiJitatiOfl moft 

was to my reproach, ferioufly to lament the fins 

and follies of this prefent life, 
and improve my patience t$ 
endure its hardlhips and afr 
fliftions; with no views of 
fuperftition or oftentation j 
but only by fome, greater 

aufteritics 






A Paraphrase 



Psalm 
UiX; 40. 


II 


Sect. jf. aufterities to improve my 

morals: that was interpreted 
into an occafion of reviling 
me: my fincerity was reckon¬ 
ed at lea ft queftionable, if not 
my hypocrify plainly proved, 
by appearing to be more 
righteous than my nighbours. 

My mean and fordid gar¬ 
ments with my mournful fad 
looks manifefted, that on 
feme folemn account I was 
keeping a faft in its utmoft 
ftridtnefs and feverity; indeed 
I truly fafted to God, not to 
be feen of men: but this 
gave only a further oppor¬ 
tunity for derifion and the 
loweft ribbaldry. 

>2 The judges and magi- 
ftrates aflembled for exe¬ 
cuting juftice, in open court 
produce and freely enlarge 
upon the heavieft charges 
againft me: and as to the 
multitude or populace, they 

make me the ridiculous fub- 

m ■ 

jeft of their vulgar mirth and 
drunken fong. 

13 The only part I afted un¬ 
der this ufage, ever-blefled 
God, was that of an arbi- 
tator or advocate with thee, 
to folicit thy favourable re¬ 
gard to myfelf and others: 
embracing all opportunities 

when 


on the 


ii. I made fack- 
cloth alfo my gar¬ 
ment : and I became 
a proverb to them. 


12. They that fit 
in the gate, fpeak 
againlt me; and I 
*was the fong of the 
drunkards. 


13. But as for 
me, my prayer is 
unto thee, O Lord, 
in an acceptable 
time: O God, in the 
multitude of thy 
mercy hear me; in 
the truth of thy (al- 

vation v 
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\ 


14. Deliver me 
out of the mire, and 
let me not fink : let 
me be delivered 
from them that hate 
me, and out of the 
deep waters. 

15. Let not the 
water-floud over¬ 
flow me, neither let 
the deep fvvallow me 
up, and let not the 
pit (hut her mouth 
upon me. 


when I was beft difpofed for $bct. 5*. 
the fervice, and might hope V - * - 
for the kindeft acceptance: lxix , 
moft beneficent God, from 
the exhauftlefs ftores of thy 
never fading mercy, anfwer 
fuitably ro nay humble re- 
quefts and peculiar exigen¬ 
cies; conformably to the cer¬ 
tainty of thy truth, and the 
eftablifhed rules of thy fup- 
porting and delivering thy 
fervants. 

As out of the miry clay 14 
or fofteft mud in which I was 
finking, feafonably extricate 
me from inftant danger: as 
from the depth of waters, ref- 
cue me from the diftrefiesmy 
enemies have reduced me to. 

Let not affliction and ad- 15 
verfity, like a deluge’s tor¬ 
rents abfolutely overwhelm 
me: let not the depths cover 
me out of fight that there is 
no hope, the pit fhut its 
mouth to preclude all power 
of relief, nor irretrievable ca¬ 
lamities and unavoidable de- 


16. Hear me, O 
Lord, for thy lov¬ 
ing kind nefs/j good: 
turn uDtome accord¬ 
ing to the multitude 

of thy tender mer- 
cie6. 


ftruftion be my direful fate. 

O Almighty maker and 16 
fovereign, I humbly befeech 
thee anfwer my moft fervent 
prayer, in as much as the 
difplays of thy extraordinary 
liberality and boundlefs mer¬ 
cy 



268 A Paraphrase on the 

$bct. 51. cy, have fomething in them 

1 peculiarly worthy and inex- 
1 • * AL , M preflibly beautiful: alter the 
JUX ’ * ’ courfe of thy difpen fat ions, 

and give a more favourable 
afped: to my circumftances, 
correfpondent to thy darling 
attributes and moft tender 


companion ate affections. 

;; Do not, as hiding thy face 
refufe thy kind regard to him, 
who is conftant and moft 
icrupulous in performing 
whatever thou commanded:} 
for it is impoflible for me to 
extricate myfelf from the dif¬ 
ficulties and calamities in 


1 And hide hr: 

i 

ihy face from thy 
Jervant, for I am in 
trouble : hear mt 
fpcediiy 


which I am involved: donee 


thou delay to accommodate 
the ways of thy providence 
to my cafe and fend me in- 
ftant fuccour. 

iS Draw near to me as a lS - ® rzw , r '£ * 

r • 1 111 unto lnv loul ana 

friend and helper, an avenger re(kcm ' lt . deUver 
or neareft relative to refeue me.becaafe of air- 
my life from danger and vio- enemies 
lence: as by a price laid down, 
or a fuperior power exerted 
vouchfafe a deliverance that 


is anfwerable to the defigns, 
or that perfectly fuperfedes 
all the proceedings of mine 
enemies to deftroy me. 

19 Thou art not unacquainted 
with the reality and all the 
aggravations of my attacked 

honour, 


19. Thou haft 
known my reproach, 
and my fhame, and 
my diihonour: mine 

adver- 



auverfories art 
telore thee. 


Eock of Psalm s. 



all Iionour, difappointed hopes, Sect. 51. 
and lowi ft dilgrace : the ma- 
lice cruelty and fury of mine i x j^ L r ” 
adverfaries, as in a raifed 
fituation direftly before one, 
are in the clear and open view 
of thine unerring Omni- 
It ience. 


2 c Reproncli bath 
broken my heart, 
and T am full, of 
henvinefs: and 1 
looked for fome to 
<nke pity, but there 
nvas none; and for 
comforters, but I 
found none. 


1 .ike violent waves dafhing 20 
again ft a /hip, fo hath drip¬ 
ping me ot my character and 
loading me with continual 
inveftives and (landers, dif- 
couraged quite dlfpirited me: 

I am in the greateft diftrefs 
and my condition feems de- 
fperate: I directed my eager 
longing eyes and mind to my 
fellow creatures, for the final l 
confolation of forme bemoan¬ 


21 They gave 
me alfo gall for my 
meat, and in mv 

r m 

thirib they gave me 
vineger to drink. 


ing language, but not the 
lead appeared: to one or 
other that 1 hoped would 
refpeft my lorrow, or abat£ 
my grief, but I was not fo 
happy to find one of this dif- 
pofition. 

The direct contrary was 21 
my hard fare, and as if they 
had prepared my meals meat 
of the mod poilonous hem¬ 
lock, or under violent third 


made me drink vinegar: they 
ftudied to embitter my iuffer- 







A Pa ra phrase 

The time furely fhall come 
that fuch horrid inhumanity 
fhall be puniftied; let it come, 
and their calamities fpring 
out of, or be of a piece with 
their crimes: let their tables 
be like deep pits digged on 
purpofe to furprize fome one: 
and their table compliments 
and wifhes of health and pro- 
fperity, be as fo many fnares 
fet in pits to fecure thofe who 
fall into them: what fee ms 
meant for their welfare and 
pleafure let it iffue in their 
ruin and deftruftion. 

As the dim-fighted cannot 
direft themfelves, let their con¬ 
dition be fo perplexed and em- 
barraffcd that they know not 
which way to go, nor whither 
they are going: and as a man 
wabbles through weaknefs,or 
drags along his limbs through 
ftrains of the loins, difable 
them from walking or afting 
in any affair with eafe, flrengtli 
and fteadinefs. 

•As real objefts of thy ter¬ 
rible refentment inflift upon 
them plenty of the heavieft 

judg- 


on the 

22. Let their table 
become a fnare be¬ 
fore them: and that 
which Jhould have 
been for their w wel¬ 
fare, let it become a 
trap. 


23. Let their eyes 
be darkened that 
they fee not: and 
make their loyns 
continually to lhake. 


24. Pour out thine 
indignation upon 
them, and let thy 
wrathful anger take 
hold of them. 


w Welfare, fome render peace-offerings others feem in¬ 
clined to interpret the paflage of what they laid of David, 
at their tables, and that the exprefs words follow: then if 
this confirmation could be fupported, the imprecation would 
not be his but that of \xh enemies. 
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judgments; and let the hioft Seer. *** 
violent heat of thy fierce '* 
3 Uger reach fo as to feize \“ 

them with fuch ^ralamitiea 


25. Let their ha¬ 
bitation be defolate, 
and let none dwell 
in their tents. 


26. For they per¬ 
secute him whom 
thou haft (mitten, 
and they talk to the 
grief of thofe whom 
thou haft wounded. 


27. * Add iniqui¬ 
ty to their iniquity: 
and let them not 
come into thy righ- 
teoufnefs. 


and plagues as (hall Utterly 
deftroy them. 

Not with {landing the 2 5 
ftrengch, beauty and magni¬ 
ficence of their caftles or 
palaces let them be reduced 
to £ heap of ruins; and let 
none fettle or tarry in their 
pavilions or moveable habi¬ 
tations. 

For it does not feeiri enough 25 
to them that thou haft fmit* 
ten a man, or that he is other- 
wife greatly afflicted and un¬ 
der an extreme dejettion j 
but they infeft and perfecut$ 
him with their further in¬ 
humanity and malignity; they 
draw up bills of indi&ment 
to add to and exaggerate his 
infirmity, whole heart thou, 
haft fhattered; and wound 
the fpiric which thou haft 
penetrated with forrow. 

Mete to them exadly ac- 27 
cording to their own mea- 
fures; be continually-increas¬ 
ing their mifehief and punifh- 
ment, fo that they fhall never 

ftand 


* Some render, fermt x do not hinder,, that one fin follow 
another fo that they never enter into the way of obe¬ 
dience. As God tempteth no man, we may fuppofe mifehief 
and pmijbmcnt of fin not aits of it to be niu.mt by iniquity. 



272 A Far aphrase 

Sbct. 51. ftatid acquitted: Jet them 

wv-w meet w jth no treatment from 

lvit A ^ thee c ^ at * s favourable kind 

Wil# 27« . /■ | 

or merciful. 

28 Let them perifh and their 
names be erafed out of the 
* common regifter of thofe who 
continue to inherit the land ; 
let them not be enrolled as 
appointed to life along with 
the righteous, but be written 
in the duft of the earth as 
deftined to deftruCtion. 


29 The prefent fituation of 
• affairs is much otherwise, 
they live in mirth and fplen- 
dour while I am mortified 


with prefling neceflities, and 
dejefted with inconfolable 
forrows: let thy favourable 
regard appearing in a fignat 
deliverance, exalt me above 
the reach of danger to a place 
of perfeCt fafety. 

30 I will extol the illuftrious 
deed, and the glorious per¬ 
fections of Almighty God 
for doing it with a facred 
fong; 1 will fet forth Ids 
honour and fupreme excellen¬ 
cy, by the mod thankful and 
^niblick acknowledgments oi 
his power and goodnefs. 

This 


on the 


28. Let them be 
blotted out of the Y 
book of the living, 
and not be written 
with the righteous- 


29. But I am poor 
and forrowfpl: let 
thy falvatioDj O 
God, fet me upon 
high.: 


-o. I will praife 
the name of God 
with p. fcne.and will 

«T • 

magnif.e him with 
thank (giving. 


7 An allufion to the regifler-book, where according t* 
the cuftom of thofe times the names of the living were kept, 
and when they died blotted out— -an ufual periphrahs for 
dying. 
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51. Thit alfo (hall 
pleale the Lord 
better then an ox or 
bullock that hath 
ho/os and hbbfs. 


This difplay of grati-SscT. ;i 
tilde is more valuable in \ 
itfelf, and (hall be inex- lxi *^ l# 
preffibly more acceptable 
to the moft high God, than 
the facrifices of bulls or cows 


32. The humble 

/hall fee this, andbe 
glad : ahd your heart 
lhall live that feek 
God: 


33. For the Lord 

heareth the poor, 
and defpifeth Dot his 
prifoners. 


of any age; thar^ even that 
of young ones at their full 
growth* that have branching 
horns and parted hoofs. 

The meek and humble 32 
who are frequently afflicted 
and oppreflfed, fhall be ac¬ 
quainted with the occafion of 
my thankfgivings and the 
removal of my calamities, as 
an event which they have 
long defired, and do moft 
fincerely rejoice in : and my 
worthy friends, your hearts 
and fpirits (hall recover them- 
felvesi be allured you (hall 
be compleatly happy^ you 
whofe religious homage and 
regular uniform obedience, 
recommend you to the divine 
favour and blefling. 

for the everlafting God is 3 3 
always ready to attend to the 
prayer of the indigent and 
diftrefied, who are properly 
affedted with their unhappy 
circumftances, and earncftly 
addrefs him for fupplies; 
and treateth not with negledt 
and contempt thofe whom he 

T hath 


Vol. IIL 
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Sect.* 49. hath confined \ or who for 

~ sr " mJ the fake of his truth are hoi- 
salw ^ en j n cor( j s . 0 f affliftion. 

xix. 33.^ Q n the glorious occafion 

of their full difcharge and 
perfeft liberty, in their dif¬ 
ferent fphejes, let the grand 
community of the whole crea¬ 
tion join them to celebrate his 
praifes: the great lights of 
heaven burn brighter ; the 
earth be arrayed in its gayeft 
livery > and the feas with the. 
reptiles, fcaly inhabitants and 
monfters they contain, con¬ 
tribute their due propor¬ 
tion. 

35 For the Almighty and moft 
merciful God will reftore 
unto Sion peace, fafety, and 
profperity; and will repair 
and enlarge the late ruinous 
cities of Judah: that his peo¬ 
ple Ifrael may be quietly 
fettled in, and as their own 
inalienable inheritance per¬ 
petually enjoy them. 

36 They fhall moreover in a 
regular and conftant fuccef- 
fion defcend to the la tell: po- 
fterity, of thofe who arefcru- 
pulous, in his worfhip and 
ftedfaft in keeping ail his 
commandments : and ofevery 
nationthey. who fear God and 
work righteoufnefs, Hull in 

this 


on the 


34. Let the heaven 
and earth praife him, 
the feas, and every 
thing that moveth 
therein. 


33. For God will 
fave Sion, and will 
build the cities of 
Judah: that they 
may dwell there, 
and have it in pof- 
feflion. 


36. The feed-alfo 
of his fervants fhall 
inherit it: and they 
that love his name 
{hall dwell therein. 
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this country be fare to meet Sect. 5 i* 

/ • • t 0 > 1 

with a fixed fettlement and V r - “ v 

n r r* • Psalm 

molt n^ppy lunation* j x j Xi 


PSALM LXX. SECT. LIL 

Speedy fucccur implored: and the confujion of ad - 
verfaries. Prcfperity and bappincfs wifloed to 
all the advocates of virtue arid piety* Dire Sled 
to the mafter of muftck . A pfalm of David to 
excite the divine remembrance of or companion to 
his extreme mifery. Not improbably compofed 
in the time of AbfalomV rebellion: and very 
little varied from xl. 13,14,15,16,17. 


Psalm lxx. 1. 

jTf/tKE bnjt't O 
Cod, to deliver 
me; make hafte to 
help me, O Lord. 


z. Let theni be 
afhatned and con¬ 
founded that feck 
after my foul: let 
them be turned 
backward, and put 
to confufion, that 
delire my hurt. 


Psalm lxx. 1. 


T HE greateft diftrefles Sect. 51, 
and calamities prefs 
hard upon me, O Almighty i xx 7 \ L . M 
and molt merciful God, do 
thou interpole to refcue me : 

O eternal Governour and 
rnoft gracious Father, be thou 
zealous and expeditious in 
difpatching fuccours. 

Let them arrive enough * 
timely todefeattheirfehemes, 
and throw theni into the great- 
eft diforder and confufion, 
who at prelent are rn purfuit 
of me: let them return from 
whence they came, and be 

4 

loaded with the weight of 
publick dilgrace, who are 
intent and would be delight- 
T 2 ed, 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 52. 

Psalm 
lxx. 2, 3. 


ed, as cattle eat up grafs, to 
devour me. 

Let it be their only re- 
compence, to find a reverfe 


put upon their proceedings, 
who think themfelves fecure 


of me, and already begin to 
triumph; faying — it has fuc- 
ceeded in every particular to 
our heart’s defire. 


3. Let them le 

turned back for 
a reward of their 
fhame, that fay. 
Aha, aha. 


4 Let all affairs and events 
happen to the wiffies, even to 
the entire fatisfadtion of them 
who by exemplary virtuous 
lives feek for thy favour and 
bleffing : and let fuch as are 
truly defirous of and always 
beft pleafed with peace and 
fafety, or fuccefs and de¬ 
liverance in the regular ways 
of providence and obedience; 
be favoured with perpetual 
inftances to celebrate, of 
God’s amazing greatnefs, 
and unbounded goodnefs to 
them. 

5 As to my own prefent cir- 
cumftances, furely they ren¬ 
der me an objedt, O God, 
of thy moft adtive mercy, for 
they are to the laft degree 
perplexed and diftrefied ; do 
thou be fpeedy in relieving 
me: the only fuccour I can 
ever expedt, depends on 
thy immediate interpofition; 

good 


4. Let all thofe 
that feek thee, re¬ 
joice and be glad in 
thee: and let fuch 
as love thy falvation 
fay continually. Jet 
God be magnified. 


5. But I am poor 
and needy, make 
ha lie unto me, O 
God: thou art my” 
help and my de¬ 
liverer, O Lord, 
make no tarrying. 
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good God, delay not a mo¬ 
ment to vouchiafe it. 



PSALM LXXI. 


Addrefs to the Almighty intermixed with expref- 
ftons of an unfhakcn confidence in him: encourage¬ 
ment taken from former mercies , in the days of 
his youths to hope and pray that his declining 
years might he favoured with the divine pro¬ 
tection. c The declarations of his enemies that he 
was defiitute in this refpeCt , and actually aban¬ 
doned of God . He promifes himfelf fuccefs 

againjl them ; and a frejh opportunity of re¬ 
ligious publick thankfgiving. Suppofed written 
upon the fame occafion , and to be a continuation 
of the former . 


Ps A L M lxxi. I. 

I N thee, O Lord, 
do 1 nut my truft, 
let me never be put 
to confufion. 


2. Deliver me in 
thy righteoufnefs, 
and caufe me to 
efcape: incline thine 
car unto me, and 
lave me. 


Psalm lxxi. j. 

I Hope and truft in thee. Sect. 52, 
moil high God, for fafety 
and protection *, let me on no j xx s ^ L “ 
account, in no conceivable 
circumftances, ever be de¬ 
layed or difappointed in my 
dcpendance, fo as to be 
alhamed and confounded. 

In thy goodnefs and faith* 2 
fulnefs preferve me, and pro¬ 
vide a way for my efcape 
from thefe extreme hazards 
and calamities: grant my 
fupplication and by the dif- 
plays of thy power work out 
my falvation, 

T 3 Be 
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Be thou by the protedtion 
of thy providence, like the 
ftrongeft fortification, a re- 
fource or retreat to which in 
all times of affli&ion and ad- 
verfity I may have eafy accefs 
and find a certain refuge: 
thou haft doubtlefs given ex- 
prefs orders as thy peculiar 
charge concerning my fafety * 
for as on an immoveable rock 
or impregnable bulwark, I 
am inftrudted wholly to rely 
upon thee. 

O my God and only fup- 
porter, I now fly to thee to 
defend me from the violent 
attacks of lawlefs power : to 
refeue me, as it were, out of 
the hands and favage gripe 
of enemies to the world thro* 
their own„ unfubdued paf- 
fions *, of the corrupt and 
treacherous-, the inhuman re¬ 
vengeful and cruel. 

; As lines centering in one 
common point, all my ex¬ 
pectations are directed and 
terminated in thee, All-pcr- 
feft Being, as their main ob- 
je£tthou art my chief de¬ 
pendence, through all the 

feenes 


3. Ee thou my 
ftrong habitation, 
wbereunto I may 
continually refort; 
thou hall given com¬ 
mandment to fave 
me, for thou art my 

rock and mv fort- 

« 

refs. 


4. Deliver me, O 
my God, out cf the 
hand of the 1 wick¬ 
ed, out of the hand , 
of the unrighteous 
and cruel man. 


3. For thou art 
my hope, O Loud 
G od ; thou art my 
trull from my youth. 


2 Some think David very particular here in didinguifh- 
ing the different kinds of wicked men, or degrees of ini- 



0. Ey thee ha\'e 
I been holden up 
from the womb: 
thou art he that 
took me out of my 
mother’s bowels, my 
praife jhall be con- 
linually of thee. 
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fcenes and ftages tolling* dnd Sect. 5 z, 
hurries of my ftrangely va- 
riegated life, from its youth | X ^ A ^” 
upwards to the prefent period, 
vc As on a firm fupport 16 
“P refted upon thee to uphold 
’ and luftain me from my eart¬ 
hy lieft ftate of helplefs infancy : 
ny my extraction and fir ft pain- 
,n * ful entrance on this mortal 


being owed its fafety to thy 
paternal care: thine ever- 
bleffed attributes and the fa¬ 
vours thou haft conferred 


upon me, are inexhaufted 
fources of perpetual thankf- 
giving and adoration. 

7. I am 46 a My living thus long, con- 7 

wouder unto many , peering w hat dangers have 
/Irons refuge. often furrounded me, appears 

to many fomethjng out of 
the ordinary courfe of nature, 
indeed, a miracle or prodigy; 
but I can ealily account for 
it, — for thou art my fo- 
vereign refuge and inviolable 
fecurity; in oppofition to 
whofe Omnipotence, no power 
of mortals ever has done or 


8. Let my mouth 
be filled with thy 
praife, and with thy 
honour all the day. 


fhall prevail. 

With the loudeft voiced 
that I can raife, let me have 
opportunity conftantly to pro¬ 
claim thy fupreme merit and 
eternal excellence, thy match- 
lefs beauty and moft refulgent 
glory. 

T 4 Through 



7 SO 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 52. 



Psalm 
Ixxi. 9. 




Through all the flippery 
paths and unnumbered haz¬ 
ards of a precipitate youth 
thy providence has kindly 
led; and in the further ad¬ 
vances, bufy cares and fre¬ 
quent vifible imminent dan¬ 
gers of maturer life; remark¬ 
ably preferved me: in old 
age do not difcard and ex- 
pofe me as an abjeft to an 
abandoned condition; nor 
when my natural vigour is 
thus exhaufted with labour, 
forrow and infirmity ^ utterly 
defert me, in that cafe moft 
forlorn and deftitute. 

For at this feeble and de¬ 
clining time of life thofe that 
hate have openly declared a- 
gainft me: and they who 
fhould be my iupports and 
defenders are moft curious 
to obferve every opportunity 
to deftroy me: they aflemblc 
councils to deliberate how to 
effeft it. 

And as a moft probable 
expedient they give it out, 
that 1 am now wholly delli- 
tute of that divine proteftion, 
to which I have owed my 
fuccefies: in fo many words 
declaring, the Almighty who 
formerly fupported hath dif- 

mifled all care about him: 

» 


vigo- 


9. Call me no^ 
off in the time of old 
age, forfake me not 
when my ftrength 
faileth. 


10. For mine ene¬ 
mies fpeak againft 
me: and they that 
lay wait for my foul, 
take counfel to¬ 
gether. 


ti Saying, God 
hath forfaken him ; 
perfecute and take 
him, for there is none 
to deliver him. 
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vigoroufly purfue and infalli- Sbct, 5*. 
bly apprehend him, for 
it is impoflible he fhould lvjt j A1 j“ 
find a place of refuge, or 
perfon who can and will de¬ 
fend him. 

12. O God, be Moft faithful and merciful 12 
pot far from me : O God, do thou difprove this 
niy God make hafle vile fuggeftion, and make it 

7 ■ appear that thou art not dn- 

afiefted to him whom thou 
haft anointed; nor uncon¬ 
cerned about affording me 
fuccour: O my Eternal 
God and foie guardian, 
be thou quite ready and 
moft zealoufly aftive, to fa¬ 
vour me with effedtyul aflift- 
ance. 


13. Let them be 
icon founded andc on- 
fumed, that are ad- 
verlaries to my foul: 
Jet them be covered 
•with reproach and 
4 i(honour that feek 
niy hurt. 


Throw entire confufion on 15 
their fchemes, let them fall 
in the attempt to execute 
them; and be rendered for 
ever incapable of acting any 
thing againft me, that now 
with implacable profeffed en¬ 
mity threaten my life; like a 
perfon veiled, for difconfolate 
widowed mourning, or on 
account of fqme publick dif- 
grace, let them be reduced 
to and fixed in the loweft 
Hate of contempt and lafting 
infamy; who would diveft 
me of all power and proper¬ 
ty, and are moft industrious 

to 



2 82 
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Sect. 51. to procure me anxiety and 

vexation. 

jalm i\either will 1 defpair but 

xxu 13, ^. s ^ a jj ^ t ^ e j{p uc> not- 

withftanding the feemlng 
delays of fuccour: I will not 
at all remit of my patient 
defire and earneft expecta¬ 
tion •, and do fully afiure my- 
felf that to all thy other fa¬ 
vours and mercies, I fliall 
celebrate thy prailes for a 
fuperadded recent deliver¬ 
ance. 

15 From evening to morning 
of every day, will I be parti¬ 
cularly enumerating and mod 
thankfully acknowledging, 
the multiplied inftances of 
thy extraordinary benignity, 
and interpofitions of thy pro¬ 
vidence to five me: for it is 
icarce poflible in the employ 
of all my time this way, to 
know their numbers, range 
them in due order, or rate 
them proportionably to their 
worth and moment. 
t6 Whether I lead on my 
forces to engage the enemy, 
or return in triumph to give 
thanks in the fanttuary, what¬ 
ever I undertake; it fiiall be 
with the ftrongeft profefiions 
and under the deepeft fenfe 
of my entire reliance upon 

the 


14. But I will 
hope continually, 
?nd will yet praife 
thee more and more. 


I 3 M v in out'-, 
fhall fnew forth thy 
righteou fnels, av.j 
thy falvation all the 
day : for 1 know not 
the numbers there'.j . 


16. I will go in 
the Brength of the 
Lord God: I will 
make mention of 
thy righteoufnefs, 
even of thine onlv. 

m 
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.17 O God, thou 
haft taught me from 
my youth : and 4 
hitherto have I de¬ 
clared thy wondrous 

works. 


the prevailing poyver of AE Sect. 53 
mighty God : it (hall be my 
concern, exclufive of all other j xxi> l6 ^ 
i’uccours and dependencies, 
to preferve the memory of 
thy bounty and goodnefs. 

O Eternal and All-ruling *7 
Deity, thou haft varioiiS’ways 
inftrufted and habituated my 
mind to judge and act after 
this manner, from the-brifkeft. 


fallies and earlieft exploits 
of my enterprizing youch : 
and through all fucceeding 
fcencs and periods, to the 
prefent crifis, I have had oc- 
cafion openly to acknowledge 
thine ineftimable a^d afto- 
nifliing difpeniations in my 
favour. 


i S' Now alfo when 
J am old and grny- 
}ieaded,0 God, for- 
fake me not: until 

n 

I have fnewed thy 
flrength unto this 
generation, and thy 
power to every one 

that is to come. 

} . 


Now therefore efpecially, 18 
when I am far gone in life, 
and gray-headed by reafon of 
age, moft merciful God, leave 
me not deferred and thy work 
unfinifhed ; till this laft point 
be fairly gained and fettled, 
that I have demonftrated by 

m 

faffs thy power and operation 
to the rifing'generation; thy 
prevailing mighty power to 

all 


a Peters obferves, hitherto , &c. that the verb, 
though future muft have a retrofpeft and be underftood as 
a prreterit; which can be owing to nothing but the force 
of the vau preceding it, though at a diftance. 07 /. Dr//. 
p. 203, 
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Sict. 52. all following ages and gene¬ 
rations. 

For truly thy goodnefs and 
gracious deliverances, blefied 
God, richly merit to be railed 
to the utmoft height of 
dignity; who haft to thine 
eternal honour accomplifhed 
matters of the greateft excel¬ 
lence and importance: O thou 
only true and fupreme God, 
where is there a providence 
like thine, or a God that can 
be compared with thee for 
all perfection ? 

My own experience in a 
multiplicity ol the molt dread¬ 
ful calamities proves, both 
how able and willing thou art 
to deliver; and what I have 
known encourages me to hope 
that as from the deprhsof the 
l'ea, the bowels of the earth, 
or even the huddled chaos, 
thy Omnipotence will raife 
me out of, and make me 
triumph over the moft de¬ 
plorable condition or heavieft 
affliction. 

By means of thefe tribula¬ 
tions thbu wilt moreover con¬ 
firm me in my government, 
and the good affeCtions ol my 
fubjeCts: actually enlarge mine 
authority : and my griefs to¬ 
tally ceafing, my confolation 

happi- 


Z I 


19. Thy righteouf- 
nefs alfu. O God, if 
very high, who hail 
done great things : 
O God, who is like 
uoto thee. 


20. 7 bou which 
hall fhewed me <jreat 
and lore troubles, 
fhalt quicken me a- 
gain, and (halt bring 
me up again from 
the depths of the 
earth. 


21 .Thou {halt in-, 
creafe my greatnefj, 
and comfort me on 
every fide. 
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happinefsand fatisfaftion fhallSECT. 52* 
return, and be mod compleat 
without the lead alloy or^***^ 
mixture of forrow. 

22.Iwillalfopraife Wherefore, Infinite God, 22 
thee with the pfal- j w j]| celebrate with the pfal- 

tery, even thy truth, ^ . , r l ■ 

O rny God: unto tery thy power, goodnefs and 
thee will I ling with faithfulnefs, which confer on 
the harp, O thou me thefc extreme obligations: 
holy one of Ifrael. J w jjj f] n g pfalms and praifes 

with the harp to thine honour* 

O thou who art truly worthy 
in the highed degree to be 
regarded and adored by all 
mankind; particularly by the 
children of Ifrael whom thou 
had diftinguifhed with extra¬ 
ordinary privileges, and pe¬ 
culiarly appropriated to thy 
fervice. 

23. My lips (hall My voice fliall be to the 25 
greatly rejoice when utmo ft exerted, to proclaim 

and rny foul which the nwft fenfible exquifite 
thoa haft redeemed, pleafurc I fliall led, in my 

endeavours by the devoured 
fongs to exp refs unto thee my 
grateful acknowledgments: 
that life which thou had fo 
wonderfully, preferved, (hall 
appear mod perfeft and vigo¬ 
rous in me, when 1 am paying 
my tribute of thankfgiving. 

24. My tongue I will moreover with a 24 
alfo ihall talk of thy lively condant fenle of thy 

day long: for they goodnefs and mercy, in a 
arc confounded, for lower and more imperfedt 

they tone. 
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Sect. $2 . tone, be all the day long they are brought 

muting and pondering on unt ,° ^ iarne » 
them: I have indeed the fcek mv hurt ' 

U 4 ‘ higheft realon to be per- 

petually full of gratitude; for 
rhey are moft fhamefully de¬ 
feated and for ever di fabled 
from attempting any thing 
againft me, whole great aim 
was my downfal and utter 
deftrudtion. 


PSALM LXXIL SECT. LI 1 L 

Dijlingtiijhed abilities and an inviolable integrity 
'proper royal qualities. The peculiar happinefs 
of fubjefts when the reigning prince pojfejjes 
them. Apfalm fupcofed , penned by David upon 
Solomon’.* being anointed and proclaimed king . 


Psalm lxxii. 1. 


Sect. 53. 



Psalm 
lxxii. 1. 


O - Everlafting Potentate, 
grant that he whom 
thou appointed to govern 
men, may perfectly compre¬ 
hend the principles of proper 
action, impartial equity and 
true religion: and that the 
fncceffor to a throne may 
protect them in the enjoy¬ 
ment of their liberties anti 
privileges; fhewing, a ftridf 
regard ro jultice, and all be¬ 
coming clemency moderation 
and mercy. 

Par- 


Psalm lxxii. 

G IVE the king 

thy judgments, 
O God, and thy 
riehteoufnefs unto 

O 

the king's Ton. 
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2. He (hall judge 

tli y people with 
righteoufnefs, and 
thy poor with judg¬ 
ment. 


Particularly observing dhat Sect. 5.3. 
in his courts of judicature the ' ^ 
laws have their due c!ourfe,asis i xx ^f LW 
equal and juft to defend or 
chaftife refpefting the whole 
community : and that all fa* 


z. 


vourable allowances be made 
for thofe who are in narrow 
diftrefifed circumftances. 


3. b The moon- 
tains fhall bring 
peace to the people, 
and the little hills 
by righteoufnefs. 


4. He (hall judge 
the poor of the peo¬ 
ple, he fhall fave 
the children of the 
reedy, and fhall 
break in pieces the 
opprelTor. 


By means of his mild and 3 
equal adminiftration the ftate 
fhall be free frorri difturbance 
and violence *:ahd ‘as if the 
- mountains and hills produced 
them, fhall the liberal arts 
flourifh, agriculture be en¬ 
couraged, and tranquillity 
plenty and all defirable bkf- 
fings abound. 

He will aflert for the in- 4 
jured poor their juft rights: 
the itioft neceflitous and dif¬ 
trefied who folicit, (hall always 
find him ready and zealous 
to fupply their wants, and 
refeue them from outrage 
and wrong: and as a potter’s 
vefifel is broken, hd fhall pre¬ 
vent, humble and diveft of all 
power, the tyrannical and 
oppreflive. 

If 


b Madge interprets, “ Let the juftice atfd equity of hi$ 
<5 adminillration give fuch encouragement to tillage, that 
“ the mountains and hills may bring forth corn in abund- 

“ ance." Others tondgrftafld greater and lefler magif- 
l. rates. 
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If you uniformly fway the 
fcepter according to thefe un¬ 
varied rules* your authority 
will be facred* your perfon 
revered, and your memory 
tranfmitted with peculiar 
marks of honour to the lateft 
pofterity* 

As the defcending rain ro 
the mowed grafs, or the mul¬ 
titude of trickling drops to 
the parched ground, fo re- 
frefhing fhall his condefcen- 
fions be, and remarkably fa- 
lutary his management of all 
publick affairs. 

Like opening flowers or 
thriving plants, fhall men of 
regular morals and true merit 
improve, and be promoted 
under his aufpicious reign: 
and through the unfpeakable 
blefling of a long and un¬ 
interrupted peace, their en¬ 
joyments fhall both greatly 
multiply and be firmly ie- 
cured to them even until 
time fhall be no more. 

His dominions fliall more¬ 
over be extenfive, flretching 
out from the weft of the Me¬ 
diterranean to the eaft of the 
Red-fea\ and from the greac 
river Euphrates to the land’s 
end. 


5. They /hall feat 
thee as Jong as the 
fun and moon en¬ 
dure, throughout all 
generations. 


6. He fhall come 
down like rain upon 
the mown graf> : as 
fhowers that water 
the earth. 


7. In his days fhall 
the righteous flou- 
rifh: and abundance 
of peace fo long as 
fhe moon endureth. 


8 He fhall h*ve 
dominion alfo from 
fea to fea, and from 
the river unto the 
ends of the oarth. 


Inha- 
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9. They that dwell 
in the J wildernefs 
/hall bow before 
Hi m ; and his ene¬ 
mies {hall lick the 
dull. 


Inhabitants of dry and de- Sect. 53- 

fert countries, fuch as 

tbiepia and Arabia fhall pay 1 : S ; AL “ 

, . r , r j lxx11, 9'- 

him homage as a wile ana 

mighty potentate: and thofe 

who wage war againft him 

/lull either be (lain in the 


rafh enterprize; or obliged 
with the loweft proftrations 
to fubmit themfelves to his 
clemency, and implore his 


10. The kings of 
Tarflii/h and of the 
ifles /hall bring pre- 
fents: the kings of 
Sheba and Seba (ball 
offer gifts. 


mercy. , 

Princes over the . diftant fo 
regions of Tarfhijh and of 
feparate iflands, fhall ap¬ 
proach his throne with rich 
embaflies, to obtain his alli¬ 
ance and friendfliip : monarchs 
from Arabia and Sab<ea> (hall 
addrefs him with fplendid 
prefents, in acknowledgment 
of favours or in order to pro¬ 
cure them. 


t Wildernefs often denotes a dry or defart country fuch as 
Adtbiopia, which the LXX underftand by the word : as by 
Sheba and Seba, Arabia Felix extending to the fouth, and 
belonging to the Adtbiopick fea, and torrid zone, whence 
came the qaecn who vifited Solomon, and is /tiled Queen of 
the fouth from the ends of the earth . But fome explain this 
of the Ichtbyophagi, or fifli-eaters, a people living near 
the Red-Sea, concerning whom Diodorus Siculus, obferves, 
that they have a tradition, that at a certain great ebb or 
recefs of the fea, every place of that finus was dried up, 
the fea departing to the other oppofite parts, and then a- 
gain flowing back with an uncommon force, it was reltored 
to its former courfe. Lib . IV. which is fuppofed to refer 
to the lfraelitc\ paflage. Ffal. lxxiv. 13, 14. 

Vy l. III. 


U 


Yea, 




Psalm 
Jxxii, j i 


W A Paraphrase 

Yea, all the mod illuftrious 
fovereigns of this capacious 
globe, (hall (hew the utmoft 
tfteem and veneration for his 
exalted virtue and wifdom: 
and people of all kingdoms 
and nations being acquainted 
with the excellence of his 
government (hall wifti to 
ferve fuch a matter: be wil- 


on the 

11. Yea, all kings 
thall fall down be¬ 
fore him: all nations 
lhall ferve him. 


ling to become his fubjefts; 
or to abide by his determi¬ 
nations. 

12 For out of a fupreme re¬ 
gard to humanity and juftice, 
he (hall readily provide relief 
for the neceflitous and dif- 
treffed fupplicant: the tyran¬ 
nically ufed and grievoufly 
oppreffed, who are quite 
funk with feverities and have 
no other friend or helper, in 
him (hall find a molt faithful 
and zealous one. 

33 He (hall exprefs a peculiar 
tendernefs for thofe who are 
reduced and their fubftance 
exhaufted, through lingring 
illnefles, unforefeen accidents 
or the perfecutions of adverfc 
fortune: he will free the lives 
of the ftraitened and anxious 
from difficulties and perplexi¬ 
ties, by placing them in com¬ 
fortable and profperous cir- 
cumflances; 


12. For he (hall 
deliver the needy 
when he crieth: the 
poor alfo, and him 
that hath no helper. 


1 3. He (hall fpare 
the poor and needy, 
and (hall fave the 
fouls of the needy. 


As 
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14. He fhall re¬ 
deem clitir foul from 
deceit and violence: 
and precious (hall 
their d blood be in 
his fight. 


1 5. And he fhall 
live, and to him fhall 
be given of the gold 


of Sheba; prayer 
alfo fhall be made 
for him continually, 
and daily fhall he be 
praifed. 


As if he reckoned them Sect. 53. 

an eftate that the right 

, . P Psalm 

ion devolved upon^^ 

* their injuries what 
it was his peculiar province 
to avenge; he will let him- 
felf refolutely to defend them 
from all treacherous arts and 
violent meafures: they are 
too important in his eltimate 
for him lightly to fuffer them 
to fall a facrifice to the un¬ 
godly great: or their death 
to happen by their means, 
without requiring it at their 
hands. 

He who is fo tenderly con- 
cerned for the lives and well- 
being of all others, (hall him- 
felf truly live and be com- 
pleatly happy: unto him fhall 
offerings be prefen ted of the 
fineft gold of Sabeea: at every 
returning feafon the warmed 
fupplications fhall be urged 
to the Almighty in his fa¬ 
vour: and all places refound 
the perfection of his royal 
virtues, and the peculiar ex¬ 
treme happinefs of living 
under his beft of govern¬ 
ments. 


redempt 
him; 01 


U 2 Were 


d The LXX. render, dear Jhall their name he % both blond, 
and name being ufed to denote «* people rate or psjierity. 
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Psalm 
Ixxii. 16. 


A Paraphrase on the 


Were the whole flock of 
bread-corn in the country 
reduced to the {mailed quan¬ 
tity, and that in the mofl 
* * 

unpromifing fituation on the 
top of mountains 5 yet agri¬ 
culture lhall be fo encou¬ 
raged, and even the barren 
lands anfwer it with fuch an 


16. e There fhall 
be an handful of 
corn in the earth 
upon the top of the 
mountains; the fruit 
thereof (hall $ lhake 
hke Lebanon, and 
they of the city fhall 
flourifh like grafs of 
the earth. 


increafe, as {peedily to pro¬ 
duce the greatefl alteration; 
and fhaking of the flrongeft 
{talks upon the field, like 
trees in the foreft of Lebanon: 
and in the more fertile foil all 
around the city Jerufalem , 
the earth’s choiceft bleflings 
fhall fpring up in fuch plenty, 
as the common grafs which 
grows every where. 

17 The remembrance of his 
fuperior eminent wifdom and 
immenfe riches lhall be per¬ 
petuated : fo long as day and 
night lhall not ceafe, his 
diftinguilhing titles fhall be 
continued in his royal off- 
fpring: on account of what 

he 


17. His name fhall 
endure for ever: his 
name fhall be con¬ 
tinued as long as the 
fun: and men fhall 
be blefled in him ; 
all nations fhall call 
him blefled. 


c lilu.'ge renders ingenioufly and prettily enough the 
earth (hall be chequered with corn, fuppofing a beautiful 
image of a plain chequered with fquares or diamonds of 
corn; and on the tops of mountains grafs fhould grow, if c. 

$ An allufion, as is iuppofed, to the height of the trees 
of Libanus , which caufeth a great noife when they are 
fhaken with the wind. But forne underlland the great 
number of profelytes there fhould be in Solomons days. 
See 2 Cb) ■on, ii. 17, 18. 
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he has done for them, menSECT. $3. 
lhall efteem themfelves com- 
pletely happy*, and all nations 
lhall make their honourable 
fentimentsofhim, the utmoft 
bounds of their wifhes con- 
cerningall fucceeding princes, 
never defiring a monarch of 
greater abilities or more ex- 


18, Blefl'ed be the 
Lord God, the God 
of Iiracl, who only 
doeth wondcrous 
things. 


And blcfled 
bt his glorious name 
for ever, and let the 
whole earth be fil¬ 
led with his glory ; 
amen, and amen. 


alted true merit. 

Thefe unfpeakable ad van-18 
tagesof excellent rulers wher¬ 
ever they happen, are graci¬ 
ous heaven’s peculiar favours 
to mankind; and for him as 
an inftance whom our com¬ 
munity boafts, aferibe to the 
Lord of the univerfe, the 
God of Ifraely everlafting 
praifes: who himfelf fepa- 
rately, can perform what in¬ 
finitely exceeds all created 
power comprehcnfion or elti- 
mation. 

Throughout all genera- 19 
tions exprefs the greatell re¬ 
gard and veneration for his 
providential government and 
fupreme perfedtion ; and let 
all mankind declare their ad¬ 
miring thoughts of the dif- 
plays of his attributes, and 
conform to his laws of uni- 
verfal righteoufnefs: they are 
indifpenlably obliged to pay 
him this tribute, and it is my 

U 3 molt 
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Sect. 53. moft fincerc defire and prayer 

t ^ iat they may do it. 

JuU.M. „ J hU * D“ Vid tHe fon ° f 

Jeffe ended his poetical com- 
pofitions on devotion, and 


fhortly after probably his life 
and reign. 


20. The prayers 
of David the fon of 
Jeffc are ended. 


PSALM LXXIII. SECT. LIV. 

Acknowledgment of the divine liberality to Ifrael. 
Perplexity about his permifftons of the wicked to 
profper and the good to be dijtrejfed. The refo - 
lution from ancient hiftory , efpecially from the 
fancluary , and what was there to be learned con - 
cerning a future being . On account whereof , 
and as the way to an eternity of happinefs reli - 
gious virtue perfectly reafonable , truly every 
marts higheft wifdom. A pfalm compofed , or 
to be performed by Afaph. 

PSALM Jxxiii. I. Psalm Ixxiii i. 

Sect. 54. m H E exiftence of a fu- np.RULY God 

'pTST' A p. rcm 5 1 1 y s°°? God > irii, 'LIZ Vue" 

Jxxiii. 1. anc * viniverfal providence are as are of a clean 

demonftrably certain: and heart. 

that the divine difpenfations 
have been remarkably fa¬ 
vourable to the children of 
Ifrael: more efpecially to 
thofe of our illuftrious an- 
ceftors, and to fome worthies 
in every age, who have prac- 
tifed an undeviating integri¬ 
ty: manifefted upright juft 

inten- 
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z. But as for me, 
my feet were almoft 
gone: my fteps had 
iveli nigh flipc. 


intentions and led uniformly Ssct. 54* 


regular virtuous lives. 

This muft be granted in 
general ; but when particulars 
are inftanced in, and among 



Psalm 


lxxiii.il, 2. 


others my own cafe {tridly 


enquired into; I freely confefs 
that, like one who walks on 


flippery ground and his feet 
liable to Aide, I have been 


in danger of queftioning this 
heaven’s influence and fuper- 
intendency over human af¬ 
fairs : at lead the equity of it 
being afcertainable with re- 
lped to all perfons and cir- 
cumftances. 


3. For I was en¬ 
vious at the foolifh, 
when I faw the prof- 
perity of the wicked. 


It truly unhinged and gave 3 
me an extreme diflatisfadion 
to obferve the external con¬ 
dition of fome of the mod: 


impious and profligate; with 
the eafe, fafety and fplendour 
in which they lived: notwith- 
ftanding that they were vifi- 
bly flaves to their own in¬ 
ordinate affedions, highly 
profane towards God, , and 
to the laft degree injurious 
and mifchievous to all about 


4. For there are no f 
bands in their death; 
but their llrength is 
firm. 


them. 

They are not only fuffered* 
to live in eafe and affluence, 

U 4 but 


f There are different interpretations of this paflage, foma 
render, they never think of dying or that they are in any 

danger 
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A Paraphra&i on the 



depart 


Sect. 54. but at laft to enjoy the fo 

much wifhed for death with¬ 
out any great pain or anguifh: 
lingering complaints have 
not exhaufted their natural 
ftrength, nor fierce difeafes 
ftormed it: they meet with 
both the quickeft difpatch, 
and in feeming vigour and 
perfedt tranquillity 
this life. 

5 They appear to be exempt 
from the labours troubles and 
forrows, incident to moft 
other mortals in this various 
chequered being: neither are 
they ftruck by the hand of 
heaven, with thofe fudden 
judgments and grievous 
dreadful calamities, which 
fome have to conflict with 
and do groan under. 

6 Confequent upon their thus 
efcaping corredtions, and en¬ 
joying an uninterrupted pros¬ 
perity; like a golden chain 
or firing of pearls about their 
necks for marks of honour, 
their perfons and adions are 

diftin- 


5. They are not 
in trouble as other 
men ; neither are 
they plagued like 
other men. 


6. Therefore pride 
compafTeth them a- 
bout as a chain; vio¬ 
lence covereth then; 
as a garment. 


danger of it Some, they are not bound over to judgment 
or punifhment as malefactors — others and it feems moft 
probable that the phrafe is borrowed from unfupportable - 
burdens or child-bed pangs, i e. as Kimchi , that they dye 
with eafe, or as Job v. 26. They come to the grave in a 
full age, like as a Ihock of corn in his feafon : no fore 
difeafes bring them to death with great pain. Or as l.r 
Clercy nulli funt iis angores quando moriuntur. 
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7. Their eyes s 
(land out with fat- 
nefs: they have more 
than heart could 
wifti. 
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fulfomeSiicT. 54. 


diftinguifticd, for 
pride and the utmoft degree PgALM 
of infolence and arrogance: 
as a garment covereth the 
whole body, fo are all their 
proceedings overfpread with 
and full of violence oppref- 1 
lion and extortion. 

They are quite bloated, 7 
and their eyes protuberant 
with rioting on the richeft 
provifions and choiceft deli¬ 
cacies of marrow and fatnefs: 
like waters which overflow 
their banks, their aCquifitions 
exceed all bounds, even thofe 


P. They are cor¬ 
rupt, and fpeak 

wickedly concerning 
oppreifion: they 
fpeak loftily. 


of the moft wanton imagina- : 
rions of their own hearts 
and minds. 

I • 9 

By their unjuft exaftions 8 
opprefiions and inhuman fe- 
verities they harrafs and gra¬ 
dually ruin others: and un¬ 
concernedly dilcourfe of the 

4 

wretched condition to which 

they 


* Michaelis renders fuperciliofi vultus and Biff op Hare 
oculos adipe tumentes fuperbe claufa~unt. But their pride 
having been juft before mentioned, their luxury, pampered 
eafe, or high Jiving fecm rather here deiced. 

h Mudge renders they pronounce opprejjion from on high, i. e. 
from the bench of juftice. And the lover. “ Should God's 
“ people fall into their hands; they would fqueeze them 
4i to the full, they would wring out all the juice in their 
bodies : he underftands the phrafe as proverbial. 1 * The 
radix for (wring Ogniftes to flruin out a liqueur, to fiweep off, 
to fuck up, to drink up every drop. The Chald . Paraph, 
they /peak that they may hurt , i. e. openly profefs oppreflion. 
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Psalm 
lxxiii. 8. 


Sect. 54, they have reduced them; the 

heavy burden of pains and 
wants, their fraud or violence 
hath brought upon them: 
their fpeeches betray the ut- 
nioft degree of prefumption 
and oftentation in themfelves, 
and infult and difdain as to 
others. 

9 Their pride does not reft 
here, but as if they could 

ftorm the heavens themfelves, 
in their avowed impieties 
they as it were arm their 
mouths to commit hoftilities 
againft the mod high God : 
and by the weight and in¬ 
fluence their wealth gives to 
every thing they fay or do, 
their blafphcmous flanderous 
language, like the flafhes of 
baleful light’ning in the air, 
isfpeedily difperfed all abroad, 
through the whole country; 
they fpare neither God nor 


9. They fet their 
mouth againft the 
heavens; and their 
tongue walketh thro* 
the earth. 


man. 

10 To account for which ftate 
of affairs, his people and re¬ 
gular faithful fervants are 
greatly perplexed in their 
mod ferious reflections; and 
cannot but obferve that if 
they were to have recourfe 

to 


10. Therefore hts 
* people return hi¬ 
ther : and waters of a 
full cup are wrung 
out to them. 


* Kimchi renders, his people return hither , i e. to this 
confideration, why the wicked faoxxld fo proper, &c. and why 
they fhould have their fill of good things in this world. 



Book of Psalms 


*99 


it. And they 
/ay, how doth God 
know ? and is there 
knowledge in the 

moft High? 


LM 


to the fame meafureS, they Sect. 54. 
might enjoy the like plenty 
and pfofperityj whereas in 10L 
their prefent behaviour they 
leehi peculiarly fubjedted to 
quite the contrary. 

And thus they both argue 
and plainly declare them- 
felves, whence does it appear 
that the Almighty infpedts 
the affairs of this his moral 


12. Behold, thefe 
are the ungodly, 
who profper in the 
world, they increafe 
in riches. 


13. Verily, I have 
eleanfed my heart in 
vain, and wafhed my 
hands in innocency. 


creation ? or is there truly a 
providence, which the moft 
high God admlnifters, re- 
fpedting this moft promif- 
cuous world? 

It is demonftrable as to all 12 
fecular concerns that it fares 
better with the bad than with 
the good •, and that their true 
character is, they make not 
the lead difference betwixt 
right or wrong virtue or vice, 
who enjoy in this ftate the 
profoundeft peace, and the 
moft perfedt fecurity and 
happinefs: who continually 
increafe in ftrength, power 
and riches, which plainlycom- 
mand every thing befides. 

What do I then infer, but *3 
that if the greateft advantages 
proceed from wealth and 
earthly fubftance, as who will 
deny it, and I have not been 

this way profited by the 

ftridleft 
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Sect. 54. ftridteft care of my thoughts 

*Yil ^ and adtions; but that I have not 

been profited at all: and there¬ 
fore the fincereft endeavoursof 


virtue, and adtually blamelefs 
morals avail nothing this way. 

14 For truly almoft every day 
in my life I have met with 
one affli&ion and calamity or 
another; and every morning 
have been difeiplined and cor¬ 
rected, as if I had commit¬ 
ted the greateft over-fights, 
or even deliberate offences. 

15 If I determined to reckon 
in this manner, and from 
thefe fadts or this ftate of the 
cafe, argue myfelf into the 
gloomy difbelief of a provi¬ 
dence ; it could not but at 
the lame time occur to me, 
that I fhould give the lie to 
the hiftory of our memorable 
anceftors; and be wanting in 
due regard to the miracles 
God hath wrought for his 
people, which leave no room 
to doubt it. 

16 Still, whilft I reafoned up¬ 
on the grounds and caufes of 
things, looking no further 
than their vifible appearances 
in order to give an account 
of them; the exercife was 
moft laborious and the effedt 


14. For all the 
daylonghave 1 been 
plagued, and chaf- 
tened every morn¬ 
ing. 


1?. If I fay, I will 
fpeak thus, behold, 
I fhould offend a- 
gainjl the generation 
of thy children. 


16. When I thought 
to know this, it-red/ 
too painful lor n e. 


of it not without perplexity. 

Until 
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17. Until I went 
inco the k fanduary 
of God; then un« 
derftood I their end. 


18. Surely thou 
didft fet them in flip- 
pery places: thou 

cafteft 


Until I entered the fane- Sect. 54. 
tuary of God, which natu- 
rally turned my thoughts 
towards the heavenly habita¬ 
tion of God and his holy 
angels i the latter of whole 
exiftence I could not well be¬ 
lieve, and be ignorant of or 
have any doubt about the 
feparate exiftence of human 
fouls departed; then I could 
balance matters and form an 
adequate judgment, by their 
reference to futurity, and 
being recompenced in ano¬ 
ther ftate. 

Which as foon as they 18 
arrive at, they will doubtlels 

find 


* The learned Peters very ingenioully and probably 
obferves, thac his entering the fanftuary would naturally 
turn his thoughts towards heaven, the habitation of God 
and his holy angels, of which the tabernacle and temple 
were a fort of Handing fymbol and memorial. The figures 
of the cherubim, which were not only placed in the Holy 
of Holies, but fculptured on the walls of the temple 
round about [ 1 Kings \i 29.J have been generally believed 
both by Jews and ChriJIians, except a few moderns per¬ 
haps, to reprefent the hoft of angels that attend the divine 
majefty, as minifters to do his pleafure. And there is fo 
near an affinity betwixt the dodrine of angels and that of 
the human fouls fubfilting after death, that they who be¬ 
lieved the one, could fearce be ignorant of or di/believe 
the other. A place among whom, he thinks, promifed to 
Jojhea the high-prieft, if he difeharged his office with fide¬ 
lity. Tech. iii. 7. Crit. DrJJ. 289. 290. 292. Mai mem ides 
fieems too refined here, that if the pfalmill had only thefe 
apprehenlions, he was under temptations j but if he uttered 
them it wns apoftacy and it would not avail to rccal or 
renounce them. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 54. find themfelves in a moft: 

difmal and wretched fitua^ 
P ** L “ cion: and however exalted 
m ’ 1 ' they were in this world, that 
in the eternal punifhments of 
another, like cities laid wafte 
or a country deluged, they 
have met with the moft 
dreadful fudden overthrow, 
into utter deftrudtion or the 
pit of aftonifhment. 

19 The moment they pafs 
from this life to another, like 
trees blafted with light’ning 
or grafs fcorched with an 
eaft-wind, they are utterly 
ftript of all comfort and en¬ 
joy mentj and the troubles 
and the terrors of their minds 
in their full perfedlion. 

20 All their paft greatnefs will 
feem only like a dream when 

one 


catleft them down 
into deltru&ion. 


19. How are they 
brought into defola- 
tion as in a moment f 
they are 1 utterly 
con fumed with ter¬ 
rors. 


20. As a dream 
when one awaketh; 
fo> O Lord, when 

thou 


1 The original is very emphatick, fignifying to be fulled 
i*r pieces , torn a/under , thrown down or broken off with fud¬ 
den violence which occafioneth a great noifecraih or crack; 
indeed the images and all the expreflions in this lamentable 
defcription are ilriking, let not the penitent defpair but let 
the wicked rich learn their danger; amend their lives, and 
beware of trufting in uncertain riches or having their por¬ 
tion in this world— fome part of the paraphrase is taken 
from Peters: who juftly remnrks on the 20 ver. that it is a 
very wrong tranflation, and fliould be rendered, in roufing 
or wakening them thou wilt dejfife [or dehafe] their image: 
i. e. their u<ftt\av [as old Homer calls it] their feparated 
foul; and methinks, fays he, there is an exejuifite propriety 
in the word tibzch here ufed ; thou (halt debafe, fpurn,«nd 
render contemptible the ghofls of thofe haughty wretches,, 
isle. Crit . Diff. p. 290. 



Book 

thou awakeft, thou 
alt dcfpife their 
image. 


2i.Thus my heart 

was grieved, and I 
was pricked in my 
reins. 


22.So foolifh was 
I and ignorant: I 
was at a bead be¬ 
fore thee. 


ALU 


of Psalm s. 303 

one awaketh, at the awful Sect. 54. 
period when thou, O moft ^ 
juft God, in routing or a- ]v ^\ l 
wakening fhalc debafe fpurn 
or render contemptible the 
ghofts of thofe haughty 
wretchesi whofe pride had 
raifed them in their own 
conceit above all other men, 
and even led them to defpife 
their maker and his laws. 

Their condition in Sbeol the 
region of departed fouls fhall 
be as low and defpicable, as 
here it was in appearance 
high and happy. 

However unreafonable and 21 
abfurd the temper, it was 
truly on account of thefe men 
and their temporal flourilhing 
circumftanees, that my mind 
was difturbed with envy: mjr 
very heart penetrated and ex¬ 
tremely pained with reflefting 
on their fuperior advantages. 

For which I now ftand 3 - 
correfted; and moft freely 
own, that I diftinguilhed little 
better in the affair, than a 
meer brute would do: feemed 
void of reafon and confciouf- 
nefs, and to be wholly taken 
up in judging of divine pro¬ 
vidence with the things that 
are before me; at leaft to 
have no fenfe of or regard to 

O * 

things future and invifible. 

1 ought 




Psalm 
Ixxiii. 23. 


A Paraphrase on the 

% 


I ought quite otherwife to 
have reflected and confidered, 
and hereafter 1 am determin¬ 
ed to do it; how all this while 
I have been taken care of and 


23. Nevertheleft 
I am continually 
with thee: thou haft 
holden me by my 
right hand. 


provided for : in the mod flip * 
pery otherwife unguided paths 
and greateft dangers, that 
fame providence which I was 
tempted to deny actually 
preferved and fupported me. 

24 I am fully fatisfied it is 
equally my intereft and duty, 
humbly to fubmit myfelf to 
thy fupreme wifdom and 
goodnefs; that thou wilt be 
pleafed to dire# and govern 
me, by fuch laws and fchemes 
as thou knoweft to be moft 
expedient in the moral fpiri- 
tual way here below: and 
hereafter receive me to the 
genuine rewards of virtue, 
and glorious recompence of 
heaven and eternity. 

2; Whom can I have recourfe 
to for the higheft boundlefs 
felicity of the upper endlefs 
world, but to thine ever- 
blefied felf: and this whole 
earth could I ranfack or amafs 


24. Thou fhalt 
guide me with thy 
counfel, and after¬ 
ward » receive me 
to glory. 


25. Whom have 

I in heaven but thee? 
and there is none 
upon earth that I 
defire befides thee. 



“ Peters very pertinently obferves, this is the very term 
whereby the happinefs of heaven is deferibed in the New 
Teftament; and could any Chriftian exprefs his hope of 
being for ever happy with God in more apt words ? Or of 
a refurreftion which the Arab, ftyles the day of meeting God? 
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z6. My flefh and 

my heart faileth : hut 
God is the ftrength 
of my heart and iny 
portion for ever. 


27. For lo, they 
that are far from 
thee fhali periih: 
thou halt dellroyed 
ail them that go a 
whoring from thee. 


28 . But it is good 
for me to draw near 
to God : I have put 
my trull in the Lord 
G od, that I may de¬ 
clare all thy works.n 


it, affords not any thing that Sect. 54 
is adequate to, or equally '*^T yr ** m * 
worthy or my nobleft aiiec- Ixxiii 2 $ m 
tions and higheft regard. 

Should this body and all 26 
the vital functions be lb im¬ 
paired and exhaufted as to 
be no longer capable of afting 
or being aftuated : ftill the 
Almighty as an impregnable 
fort refs is the fecurity and re¬ 
fuge of my mental faculties 
and capacities, and my happi- 
nefs and dependance in a 
world that fhali never end. 

From this dodtrine of fu- 2 7 
turity with its rewards and 
punilhments, therefore it may 
be fully concluded, that how 
much loever the wicked prof- 
per here, thou wilt certainly 
make them fuffer the greatest 
mifery hereafter; and that as 
foon as impious idolaters and 
aliens from piety and virtue 
have departed this life, thou 
haft 

ftate of the mod dreadful 
and irretrievable deftruftion. 

On the other hand, that 23 
religion is every man’s lafting 
advantage; and an affair a- 
bout which I confefs I fhali 
never more be perplexed: 
but am unalterably refolved 


configned them to a 


n The LXX. add, in the gates of the daughter of'/AQ7i. 

vol. 111. x 


as 
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Sect. 64. as the nobleft privilege of my 

reafonable nature faithfully 
to worfhip and ferve God: 
and entirely depend upon 
him by whom all things con- 
fift, for the glorious employ 
of celebrating his works, and 
praifes on account of them, in 
the heavenly world through¬ 
out a boundlefs eternity. 


tl 


PSALM LXXIV. SECT. LV. 

Complaints of violences and dev aft at ions. Humble 
and earneft expoftulations with the Almighty . 
Ancient memorable fa 5 is y with prefent extreme 
diftreffes , pleaded for ajftftance and deliverance . 
A pfalm of Afaph to the tune Mafchil. The 
accajion , as is fuppofed , the deftruftion of Jeru- 
falem by Nebuchadnezzar. 


Psalm Ixxiv. 1. 


Sect. f \ Eternal and Almighty 

- v — * fovereign, admit me in 

Psalm a jj humility to expoftulate 

Ixxiv. 1. „ j ■ 4 1 ■*_ r 

and enquire; are thy once fa¬ 
vourite people become to that 
degree offenfive and difpleaf- 
ing, that thou haft totally 
reje&ed them ? that beloved 
people who ufed to be the 
objefts of thy tender care and 
conftant guardianfhip; have 
they to that degree difobeyed 
and provoked thee, as to be¬ 
come 


Psalm lxxir. 1; 


O God, why haft 
thou caft us oft* 
for ever? <vchy doth 
thine anger fmoke 
againft the (heep of 
thy paflure ? 
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2. Remember thy 
congregation which 
thou haR purchafed 
of did : the rod of 
thine inheritance 
which thou haft re* 
deemed,"this mount 
Zion whercrein thou 
haft dwelt. 


3. 0 Lift up thy 

feet unto the per¬ 
petual deflations: 
evert all that the 
enemy hath done 
wickedly inthefanc- 
tuary. 


4. Thine enemies 
roar in the midft of 
the congregations: 
they fet up their 
enfigns/or ligna. 


come obnoxious to thy dif- Sect. 55. 
pleafure and mod violent in- 

^ iSALM 

dignation ? lxxiv 

Be pleafed to have in re- 2 
membrance that leleft fociety 
of men, whom thou halt in* 
corpora ted to maintain true 
religion; and formerly exerted 
thine Omnipotence to recover 
from bondage: a kind of 
peculiar inheritance meafured 
out for thyfelf, and defended 
againft all their enemies: this 
facred mount. Zion, which 
contains the efpecial tokens 
of thy prefence, and is the 
place of thy lading refidencc.. 

Make hade to take a fur- 3 
vey of and repair our ruinous 
condition and entire defla¬ 
tion : even all the facrilegious 
unheard of in juries the enemy 
hath committed in facking 
the temple, and plundering, 
almod utterly fubverting and 
deftroying the holy place. 

Our befiegers, the avowed 4 
enemies of thy true religion 
roar, like wild beads, with 
wrath and terror in thofe 
places where formerly our 
iblemn afiemblies Were held: 

X 2 and 


0 Pif) up thy feet feems an idiom like .opening the mouth f 
one to denote fpealdng, the other walking: perpetual, rather 
lompfeat, per ft'ft, total and irreparable', which indeed were 
lively to be perpecual. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 55. and the only figns, we be- 

v p ~ vr ~ hold are their (tandards fet 

lxxiv U P as certa ^ n tokens of com¬ 
plete viftory. 

5 Once men did fignalize 


themfelves in the timber- 
work of the temple-, and it 
was fpoken of to their praife, 
that they had cut down trees 
in the thickets or forefts, and 
provided materials for build¬ 
ing that admired ftrutture. 

6 Now with one content they 
deface the mod beautiful 
carving with axes and ham¬ 


mers, which were never be¬ 
fore heard there; as if they 
were of no more value than 
common Hones. 

7 They have fet fire to the 
confecrated building: with a 
peculiar malignity they have 
entirely demolifhed that won¬ 
derful fabrick, where thou 
placedft the fymbols of thy 
prefence, and appointedft for 
rcligioufiy commemorating 
thy perfeftions and works ot 
providence* 


5. A man waj 
famous according as 
he had P lilted up 
axes up%n the thick 
trees. 


6. But now they 
break down the 
carved work thereof 
at once with axes 
and hammers. 


7. They have cad 
fire into thy fanc- 
tuary, they have de¬ 
filed by c a (ling Jour 
the dwelling-place 
of thy name to the 
ground. 



v Some interpret they fparc nothing, but lay about them 
as a wood-feller in a thicket, this conlfru&ion doth not 
feem fo natural, without fome force put upon them the 
words will hardly bare it. Mange fuppofes Ahimc! 
carrying axes amidft the thick trees in order to bum thc 
tpwer of Sl'cefam alluded to. 
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8. They faid in 
their hearts, let us 
deftroy them toge¬ 
ther ; they have 
burnt up all the 

fynagogues of God 
in the land. 


9. We fee not our 
figns, there is no 
more any 4 prophet, 
neither is there a- 
mong us any that 
knoweth how Jong. 


It was their determinate Sect. 65. 

purpofe and what they freely 
declared—by all methods of j xxiv 8# 
rapine and violence, let us 
utterly lay wafte the whole 
country: and throughout the 
land, they have actually de- 
ftroyed by fire, all the fyna- 
gogues or fchools of the pro¬ 
phets; feminaries of learning, 
or places for focial worfhip. 

Which is a peculiar ex-9 
treme aggravation of the ca¬ 
lamities of prefent times, we 
are divefted of all extraordi¬ 
nary communications from 
the great God of heaven: 
we fee not as formerly our 
figns of miracles, vifions or 
divine revelations, to excite 
or confirm our hopes that the 
Omnipotent Being will aflift 
us: there is no more to be 
found in this our native coun¬ 


try, any prophet either to 
predict future events, or fim- 
piy to declare the will and 
law of God ; not one among 
us by whom we can be ad- 
vifed in any refpedt, or that 
can pretend to foretel when 
thefe miferies will end. 

X 3 Good 


There were prophets among the captives in Babylon, 
hut none I'eem to have been left at home after the death 

of Jeremiah, 




Psalm 
lxxiv. io. 


A Paraphrase 

Good God, admit us im¬ 
mediately to addrefs thee and 
humbly enquire, how long 
fhall the profane adverfary 
trample Upon, and thus treat 
us with all poflible indignity ? 
fhall the idolatrous vile ene¬ 
my always afperfe true re¬ 
ligion, infult thy name and 
power, and mod impioudy 
declare that thou art not able 
to relieve or deliver us. 

Wherefore, as if thou 
turnedft thy hand under thy 
garment for inaftion, doft 
thou withdraw thy wonted 
regards andfuccours: but now 
is furely the time, and do thou 
draw thy right hand out of the 
midftof thy bofom, and exert 
thy matchlefs power to rid 
us fully of all our enemies. 

12 So long as we have been a 
people, Almighty God hath 
been our ruler and defender *, 
performing wonderful de¬ 
liverances for us before all 


on the 

10. O God, how 

long (hall the adver¬ 
fary reproach ? fhall 
the enemy blaf- 
phemc for ever ? 


11 


if. Why with- 
draweft thou thy 
hand, even thy right 
hand ? pluck it out 
of thy bofom. 


1 1 . 


For God • 
my king of old. 
working lalvarion in 
the midii of the 
earth. 


people who have injured, and 
in the heart of their country 

m 

who would have enflaved us. 

13 By thy refiftlefs ftrength 
thou ditld eafily feparate the 
collected waters of the Red- 
fea, and make a dry and 
ready pafiage for thy perfe- 
cuted people: as breaking 

the 


13. Thou did it 

divide the lea bv 

✓ 

thy ftrength: thou 
braked the heads of 
the dragons in the* 
waters. 



14. Thou brakeft 
the heads of levia¬ 
than in pieces, and 
gaveft him to be meat 
to the people inha¬ 
biting the wilder- 
nefs. 


i£. Thou didft 
cleave the fountain 
and the flood: thou 
driedll up might/ 
river:. 
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the heads of dragons or fea Sect. 5$. 
monfters kills them, in the 1 
returning waves thou didft 
effeftually deftroy, and over¬ 
whelm the formidable hoft of 
purfuing Egyptians. 

As crufhing the head of a 14 
crocodile dragon or mol 
dreadful monfter, thou in- 
volvedft their oppreflive ty¬ 
rant with his princes and 
leaders in the fame irrecover¬ 
able ruin: and gaveft them 
thrown dead on the fhore, to 
be a prey for the birds and 
beafts inhabiting the defert. 

Thou didft cleave fo as to 15 
fetch out of the hard rock by 
Mofes *s rod only (hiking it, 
a gufhing fountain, and a 
continual current: for the 
benefit of thy people, farther 
when their circumftances have 


16. The day is 
thine, the night alfo 
is thine: thou haft 
prepared the light 
and the fun. 


required it, thou haft won¬ 
derfully dried up Jordan and 
other mighty rivers. 

It is thy foie property as 16 
its maker, and thou haft 
a fovereign authority over 
the day; the night alfo is 
under thine abfolute direc¬ 
tion : thou haft placed in due 
order, and fettled upon a 
firm foundation to anfwer 
thy purpofes both the light of 
the moon and that of the fun. 

X 4 Thou 



£0 



A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 5 $. 



Ps A LM 

Ixxiv. 17. 


ft 




Thou haft determined the 
confines and precife boun* 
daries of all the various re¬ 
gions or climates of this ha¬ 
bitable earth: thou haft de- 
figned and regularly difpofed 
the s fucceftive intermingling 
feafons of the whole circling 
year. 

Thy perfections and pro¬ 
vidence are every where illu- 
ftrioufty manifeft *, be pleafed 
then, O thou Creator and 
Lord of all things, to re¬ 
member with a due difplea- 
fure, that the enemy hath 
thrown contempt and the 
people deftitute of all prin¬ 
ciples of virtue and true wif- 
dom, the vileft reproaches 
on them. 

O fuffer not the lives of 
thy people now folitary and 
mournful like the turtle for 
its mate, to lie at the mercy 
of favage wicked men: do 
not flhew always to difregard, 
nor any longer to negleCt the 
fociety of the afflicted and 
diftrefled, who confider them- 
felves as thy property, and 
as wholly to rely upon thee 
lor fuccour and protection. 

Vouch- 


17. Thoa haft fet 
all the borders of 
the earth : thou haft 
made fummer and 
winter. 


iS.Remember this, 
that the enemy hath 
reproached, O Lord, 
and that the foolifti 
people have blaf- 
phemed thy name. 


19. O deliver rot 

thefoulof thv turtle- 

* 

dove urrto the mul¬ 
titude o/'/ 7 y -ackftJ, 
forget not the con¬ 
gregation of thy 
poor for ever. 


* Congregation , &c. fome fuppofe a certain diftrift in the 
land of Ci ilead here alluded to, where certain people lived 
together, probably in clans or families for their mutual 
reiief and iultenance. 
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20. Have refpeft 
unto the covenant: 
for the dark places 
of the earth are fall 
of the habitations of 
cruelty. 


of Psalms.' 
Vouchfafe the 

the 


bfeflings 5 

covenant 


Psalm 


313 

55 

promifed in 

entered into with our fore- 
fathers, and let it appear that 
thoy arc our God: for the 
bewildered and idolatrous 
parts of the earth, where 
many of thy beloved people 
are in a wretched captivity, 
hardly retain any fentiments 
of humanity, but every where 
abound with feenes of wild bar- 


21. Olet not the 
opprefled return a- 
fhamed: let the poor 
and needy praife thy 
name. 


22. Arife, OGod, 
plead thine own 
caufe: remember 

how the foolifh man 
reproacheth thee 
daily. 


barity and a fettled tyranny. 

Let-not, we beleech thee, 21 
thofe who lying under the 
burden of unreafonablegriev¬ 
ous hard (hips and leverities, 
humbly and earneftJy apply 
to thee for fuccour, to return 
denied and difappointed. of 
it:. by gracioufly relieving 
them, lay the neceflitous and 
friendlefs under peculiar obli¬ 
gations, of paying the mod 
thankful acknowledgments 
for the difplays of thy good-* 
nefs and mercy. 

O thou mod juft God, 22 
arife from thy eternal tribu¬ 
nal, and vindicate thine own 
important caufe of virtue and 
true religion: remember in 
what ignominious fhocking 
terms, the man who is defti- 
tute of all due fenfe of or 
regard for thefe matters, daily 

loadeth 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 55. loadeth thee with calumnies 

blafphemies. 

1 S -^ L ^ Thine injured honour calls 
zy * 'for a fpeedy redrefs, be not 

an unconcerned fpeCtatpr of 
the proceedings and ungodly 
fpeechesof thy moftprefump- 
tuous enemies: the noifes of 
violence and fhouts of tri¬ 
umph, from their prevalency 
rife higher and higher, even fill 
the air and rend the Ikies. 


23. Forget - not 
the voice of thine 
enemies: the tumult 
of thofe that rife up 
againft thee, increaf- 
eth continually. 


PSALM LXXV. SECT. LVI. 


an kfgiving for fome extraordinary deliverance . 
JuJlice to be regarded . OJlentation to be avoid¬ 
ed . Man's exaltation or abafetnent from God, 
who is in the highejl degree to be celebrated . 
tfhe wicked to be punijhed , and the righteous 
rewarded. A pfalm or fong of Afaph directcd 
to the tnajler of muftek to be performed to the 
tune deftroy it not. 


Sect. 56. 



Psalm lxxv. 1. 

Almighty Preferver and 
moft bountiful Bene¬ 
factor, we humbly addrefs 
thy throne with our unfeign¬ 
ed and redoubled acknow¬ 
ledgments of the moft affec¬ 
tionate gratitude: for that 
thy power and providence 
are kindly difpofed and ex¬ 
ceeding ready to befriend and 
proteft us, thy wondrous 
works and prodigies of mercy 
declare to all the world. 


Psalm lxxv. i. 


U NTO thee, O 
God, do we 
give thanks, unto 
thee do we give 
thanks: for that thy 
name is near, thy 
wondrous works de¬ 
clare. 


At 
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2 When I (hall 
receive the congre¬ 
gation, I will judge 

uprightly. 


At the time fixed by thy Sar T . 5 *. 


eternal wifdom, whofe pro¬ 
phet hath anointed me, that 
I fhall be inverted with fu- 



Psalm 


lxKV. 2. 


3. The earth and 

all the inhabitants 
thereof are diffol ved: 
I bear up the pillars 
of it. Selah, 


preme authority, or under¬ 
take the important charge of 
civil government; I will ne- 
ligioufly employ myfelf irt 
fetting matters right which 
are otherwife, and in admi- 
niftring impartial juftice. 

The country at prefentiss 
in a moft diftradted condi¬ 
tion, our nation is divided, 
and publick affairs are in the 
greateft danger of a total 
fubverfion: the weight of all 
devolves upon me, and its 
fafety depends upon my per- 
fonal fteadinefs and refolution. 


4.1 hid unto the I freely declared to the 4 

fools, deal not fool- felf-conceited and vain glori- 
lfhly ; and to the 1 « _ c 0 

wicked lift not op °, US , ; • boa ^ n0t ° f y OUr own 

the horn. abilities, be not puffed up 

with fooljfh conceit: and to 


5. Lift not up 
your horn on high: 
(peak not with a 
itiff neck. 


the irregular and ungovern¬ 
able, be not over (anguine and 
prefumptuous in confidence 
of your own power. 

Sound not too loud with ? 
horns^or trumpets, as if you 
were already fuccefsful and 
triumphant: pronounce not 
concerning events of affairs 
with haughtinefs, infolence 
pr obftinacy. 


For 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 56. For events and fuccefies 

are not to be attributed to 

Uxv L 6 ranc ^ om caufes, nor are they 

always anfwerable to human 

probabilities: they are not 
afcertained by men’s diligence 
in traverfing the eaftern cir¬ 
cuit, nor the weftern ways; 
the north of the deferts nor 
the fouth of the mountains. ; 

7 But it is moft certainly an 
Infinite Go d , who as fupreme 
Governour adminifters all 
affairs, and executes every 
man’s judgment; or deter¬ 
mines his ftate and circum- 
ftances: this man he reduces 
to a low obfcure condition, 
and that he exalts to power 
and dignity. 

g For like a cup of red wine 
properly mixed, that an equal 
fteady hand poureth out, and 
leaveth the dregs to be drank 
up by the moft unworthy: 
Jo are the allotments of divine 
providence, regulated and 
proportioned with the exa£t- 
eft fkill of divine infallible 
wifdom: every man hath a 
lhare of pleasure and pain, 
joy and forrow, as on all ac¬ 
counts is moft expedient: 
but the heavieft calamaties 
and bitter intolerable fuffer- 
ings, await the whole body 

of 


6. For promotion 

cometb neither from 
the eaR, nor from 
the weft, nor from 
the fouth. 


7. But God is the 
judge : he putteth 
down one, and fet- 
teth up another. 


S. For in the hand 
of the Lord there is 
a cup, and the wine 
is red; it is full of 
mixture, and he 
poureth out of the 
fame; but the dregs 
thereof all the wick¬ 
ed of the earth ihaJI 
wring them out, and 
drink them . 



9 - But I will de¬ 
clare for ever; I 
will fing praifes to 
the God of Jacob. 


io. All the horns 
of the wicked alfo 
will I cut off: but 
the horns of the 
righteous fhall be 
exalted. 
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of ungodly and impenitent; Sect. 56. 
who treafure up wrath againft 
the day of wrath, and the i xxv> 
revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God. 

But my exalted ftation (hall 9 
be, mod folemnly and eter¬ 
nally to proclaim the excel¬ 
lence and wonderful provi¬ 
dence of an all-prefiding 
Being: and to fing pfalms 
and praifes to the God of 
Jacob , for his promifes and 
peculiar favours to the de¬ 
fendants from his ancient 
fervant. 

It (hall 


be my further en- 10 
deavour to diveft tyrants and 
oppreffors, who pervert it to 
the greateft mifchief, of all 
authority: but to raife to the 
higheft honours men of wif- 
dom and probity, unbiased 
judgments and benevolent 
virtue. 



PSALM 



3 «* 


A Paraphrase on the 


PSALM LXXVI. 


The Ifraelites under the divine efpecial guardian* 
Jhip. This lately manifefted in a fignal victory 
over their enemies: and the Almighty to be 
praifed for it. A pfalm or fong of Afaph 
directed to the mujick mafter and to be perform* 
ed on Jlringed inftruments to the tune do not 
deftroy it. 'The occafwn as is fuppofed the de - 
jtruftion of SenacheribV army . 2Kingsxix.35. 



T 


Psalm Ixxvi. i. 

Hroughoutthe univcrfe 

_ there are furprizing 

difplays of Omnipotence and 
Infinite wifdom; but in the 
land of Judea , does the Al¬ 
mighty appear peculiarly 

confpicuous: and his name and 
titles on account of his won¬ 
derful works in their favour, 
to be defervedly had in the 
higheft efteem by the Ifrael* 
itijh people. 

It is further abundantly 
manifeft, though he fills 
heaven and earth, that his 
tabernacle is placed in Jeru - 
falentj where all the tribes 
aflemble to pay him homage; 
and that the fymbols of his 
prefence have their fettled 
reft on mount Zion y where 
he accepts their worlhip and 
anfwcrs their pious prayers. 

By 


Psalm Ixxvi. i. 

I N Judah is God 
known: his name 
it great in Ifrael. 


’ 2 . In Salem alfo 

is his tabernacle, and 
his dwelliDg-placc 
in Zion. 
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3. There brake 
he the arrows of the 
bow, the iMeld, and 
the fword, and the 

battel. Selah. 


: By h is powerful fuccoursSECT. 56. 
difpatchcd from thence, he 
clearly demondrated this-, lxxyi 
neither did all the implements 


of war avail in oppofition to 
his fovereign relief: winged 


arrows from the drongeft 


bows, glittering fhields and 


flaming fwords with the ut- 
moft ardour of embattled 


hods, were eafily overpower¬ 
ed when the Omnipotent ap¬ 
peared in arms, and his glori¬ 
ous prefence animated our 
forces. 


4. Thou art more All-conquering Deity! thou 4 

glorious and excel- triumphed mod illudrioufly ^ 

uijis'of prey. m ° Un " and the monarch and king- 

dom whom thou protected 

Ihine above -all the mod ex¬ 


alted perfonages; dignified 
tyrants and plundering na¬ 
tions, whom the highed moun¬ 
tains preferve and defend. 

g.Theftout-heart- The mod refolute and in- 5 
ed are fpoiled, they trepid of them, that ufed to 

have flept their deep: pIume themfe | ves in fpoils 

of might have found taken from others are them- 
their hands. felves dript: they lay down 

to fleep but they never waken¬ 
ed : their leaders and cham¬ 
pions could not be alarmed 
to renew the fight; nor ever 
.recovered to find or ufe their 


hands to wield their military 
weapons: bend their bows, 

throw 




A Par a phrase 




Sect. 56. throw their darts, or brandifh 

their glittering fwords or 

* A L M r ° ° 

ljum. 5. ipears. 

6 O thou invincible and un¬ 
rivalled God of Jacoby by 


the fovereign dreadful rebuke 


of thy power and all-ruling 
providence, both thofe who 
were feated in chariots and 
mounted on horfeback, have 
flumbered into the profound- 
eft fleep, of an abfolute in- 
fenfibility that they are not 
to be awaked from. 

7 Thou art infinitely to be 
revered by all thine intel¬ 
ligent off-fpring, but of moft 
terrible majefty to thine irre¬ 
claimable adverfaries: and 
what mortal can fupport, or 
avoid inftant deftru&ion in 
thy angry prefence : even re- 
medilefs perdition is certain, 
that moment thou fheweit 
thy difpleafure, and entered 
upon the execution of judg¬ 
ment. 

8 It appeared that thou waft 
rifen from thy eternal throne, 
and proceeding to fen fences 
and punifhments, from the 
terrible voice of thunder 

which 


on the 


6. At thy rebuke, 
O God of Jacob, 
both the chariot and 
horfe are cad into a 
dead fleep. 


7. Thou men thou 
art to be 5 feared, 
and who may ftand 
in thy fight when 
once thou art angry ? 


8. Thou didft 
caufe judgment to 
be heard from heav¬ 
en; the earth feared, 
and was dill. 


9 Herodotus reports, that under Senatherib' $ flatue, the 
dcftruftion of whofe army is fuppofed to be commemorated 
in this pfalin, was written, let him that lookcth upon me 
harn to fear God . 
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9. When God 1 
arofe to judgment 
to fave all the meek 
of the earth. Sclah. 


to. Surely the 
wrath of man /hall 
praifethee: and the 
remainder of wrath 
(halt thou reftrain. 


11. Vow, and pay 
unto the Lord your 
God ; let all that be 
round about him 

bring 


which (hook the exalted vault Sect. 56. 
of heaven ; from the earth’s 
quaking and being inftantlyi s v ^ L jf 
hufht into the profoundelt 
filence. 

At this awful period, after9 
long feeming delays and for¬ 
bearance, when the Tup re me 
Lord and eternal Judge arofe 
for 4<5tion and proper vindi¬ 
cation ; to provide reft and 
fafety for the affli&ed and 
perfecuted; 

The confequence could be 10 
no other, than reprefling 
men’s moft furious paflions, 
and obliging their vilelt in¬ 
dignation to do him homage: 
moreover, whatever remains 
there were, or relations of the 
fame horrid family of mad- 
nefs and violence, may be 
certain to be bound up as 
with the ftrongeft girdle j 
fubdued to the will of provi¬ 
dence, and effectually re- 
ftrained from ever doing 
further milchief. 

It is perfectly reafonable, 1* 
that you fhould enter into 
vows of makirig grateful ac¬ 
knowledgments tor his fa* 


1 7 ^mcnt % feems properly interpreted of riling as Gi- 
dcon t Sam jo ft or the Roman Diftatori^ to ait with an un¬ 
limited power and reftore a people to their ancient liberties. 


VOL. III. 


Y 


vours 
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A Paraphrase on tit 


Sect. 56. vours,untothefovereignLord 

y our God an d fnpport; and 

, * ALM that you fhould moft fcrupu- 
,I M ‘ Joufly perform them: let all 
without exception, accom¬ 
pany with free will offerings 
to him, their expreflions of 
the utmoft veneration and 
adoration. 

12 As a flower or bunch of 
grapes is flipped off from the 
Hem, fo doth he gather to 
himfelf the fpirit of princes: 
the greateft monarchs of this 
globe, when he pleafes, refign 
all their dignities and tremble 
under his mighty hand. 


bring prefents ontfl 
him that ought to be 
feared. 


12. He (hall cut 
off the fpirit of prin¬ 
ces : he is terrible to 
the kings of the 
earth. 


PSALM LXXVII. SECT. LVII; 


Importunate petitions to tie Almighty and their 
anfwer . The grievous nature of fome particular 
dijlrefs and calamity . Former dealings recount¬ 
ed. Pathetick expostulations. Ancient memorable 
falls illuflrated. Dire bled to the majler of 
muftek , to be performed by Jeduthun; anode 
or pfalm of Afaph, compofed probably during 
the Babylonifh captivity . 


Psalm lxxvii. 1. 


Sect. 57. XT 7 HEN con flitting with 

VV t ^ ie greateft mifery, 

Psalm or dire a d V erfity I have done, 
lxxvii. 1, an deverwilldire&myloudeft 

repeated cries for help and 
juccourto the moft high God : 

from 


Psalm lxxvii. iJ 


1 Cried unto God 
with my voice: 
even unto God with 
my voice, and he 
gave ear unto me. 



Bvok ^/Psalms,' 



j. In the day of 
my trouble I fought 
the Lord ; my § fore 
ran in the night, and 
ceafed not: u my 
foul refufed to be 
comforted. 


from whence I reap exceed- Sect. 57 
ing inexpreflible benefit j he '"r'“ v J 
hath regarded my fufcplica- lxxViii i: 
tions, and relieved me. 

Under a particular late 2 
moft grievous calamity, ap¬ 
plying to no other, my endea¬ 
vours were wholly bent ro 
obtain the divine fupport and 
conduct: my moft afflictive 
tortured condition during thfc 


watches of the night, kept 
continually, without inter- 
miffion exhaufting my fpirits; 
neither did my troubles and 
forrows abate or ever totally 
ceafe. 


3. I remembered 
God, and was trou¬ 
bled: I complained, 
and my fpirit was 
overwhelmed. $e- 

lah. 

* 


I recollefted my ufual at-3 
tendance on the iolemnities 
of divine worfhip, with the 
wonderful works of Gob 
there commemorated, which 
now I was unavoidably abfent 
from; and which abfence 
filled me with extreme uneafi- 
nefs: I indulged complaints 
or freely expatiated on the 
difference betwixt my paft 
and prefenc circumftances, 
and I actually fainted or 
fwooned away. 

Y 2 . In 


§ Some render, my hands were fpread in the night, and 
did not flop or red. 

u Some interpret, to have the mind covered or muffed up 
with for row or latigiiijhmcnt . 




A Paraphrase cn the 


Sect. 57. 



Psalm 
Ixxvii. 4. 


In a kind of conftanc a- 
mazement and confternation 
mine eyes are ever open and 
waking; and as thunder- 
(truck or fmitten down with 
the reiterated ftrokes of the 
heavieft hammer, I am fo 
deeply imprefled and in fuch 
perturbation and diforder, 
that I am not able to fpeak, 
my miferies are too big for 
utterance. 


5 1 revolved in my mind the 
events that had happened, 
and the wonderful fcheme of 
providence that had appeared, 
long before my own time and 
memory, even from the foun¬ 
dation of the world : and tra- 
verfed the ages and periods 
that are now almoft buried 
and forgotten. 

6 In the night I remembered 
how to celebrate thefe I had 
formerly fung and played 
upon ftringed inftruments: 
I refle&ed and moft freely 
and fully expatiated with my 
Own heart and thoughts; 
with the utmofl exertion of my 
underftanding I made inqui- 
fition '> whether any thing that 

was 


4. Thou w hoTdcft 
mine eyes waking: 
I am fo troubled that 
1 cannot fpeak. 


5. I have eon- 
fidered the days of 
old, the years of 
ancient times. 


6. I call to re¬ 
membrance my fong 
in the night: I com¬ 
mune with mine own 
heart, and my fpi- 
rit made diligent 
fearch. 


' 

w 71 Uutge renders thou clapped thy hands over the 
watches of mine eyc^, i e. (hod rhrew a milt, oblcurity 
and confufion over them which quite amazed aud con* 
founded him. 
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7, Will the Lord 

call off for ever? and 
will he be favour¬ 
able no mote? 


R. Is his mercy 
clean gone for ever? 
doth his promife fail 
for ever more? 


9. Hath God for¬ 
gotten to be gra¬ 
cious! hath he in 
anger Ihut up his 
tender mercies ? Se- 
lah. 


O’ 

b 


was of importance to be dif- Sect. 57. 
covered, lay hidden and con- 

1 if- Psalm 

cealed from me. i XX vii. 6t 

And fuppofing the worn, 7 
that there have been miftakes 
and tranfgrefiions, yet is there 
no hope of mercy ? After fo 
many difplays of his miracu¬ 
lous goodnefs, as an hufband 
divorceth a wife that hath 
played the harlot, will the 
Lord eternally reject his 
people ? Will he add nothin 
that is gracious, nor ever re¬ 
peat any of his ufual favours? 

Hath he entirely retraced 8 
every thing of this kind ? or 
are his benignity and good¬ 
nefs deficient fpent and quite 
exhaufted ? do his defigns 
and exprefs declarations ceafe 
and wholly fail never to be 
performed ? 

Are his kind and tender 9 
affections wholly fet afule,and 

no more exercifed than if 

* 

they were forgotten or ex¬ 
tirpated? hath he through the 
violence of his fettled re fen t- 
ment and indignation, fhut 
up to keep ih, his bowels 
and mod compaffionate feel¬ 
ings, that they fhall never 
play or be moved for 
our benefit. 





A .Paraphrase on the 


P 


Sect. 57. No certainly, &id I to ruy-, 

— felf, neither can thefe be other, 

l*jtvii t |o. than the ^gge ft ion s of an 

irregular gloomy- imagina¬ 
tion, or the broken fhacterect 


thoughts of a diftempered 
mind: owing to changed! 
Irenes, ?nd 4 a greatly different 
feafon as to the difpenfarionsi 
providence, and the exert¬ 
ed: power of the mod bigb 


God. 


11 As a contr^ft to which, 
agd in order to fuppref$ my^ 

dircontented murmurs, about- 


them, I will prefent to my 
mind agreeable and encou¬ 
raging views, of the whole of 
the divine dealings whether 
for or againft us: efpecially 
I will determine all my atten¬ 
tion, to proper reviews, of 
thofe extraordinary and miraF 
culous pafiages in our hi (lory, 
which fully demon (traced hea¬ 
ven's peculiar regard for us, 

12 I will moreover ftudy and 
be continually mufing on the 
defigns thou hall formed, 
and all that thou haft done, 
which (hew thee to be a 
mod righteous God; and in, 

the 


10. And I faidf 
this // my infirmity: 
but I will * remember 
the years of the right 
hand of the moft 

High. 


11.1 will remem¬ 
ber the works of the 
Lord : furely I will 
remember thy won¬ 
ders of old. * - 


12.1 will'meditate 
alfo of all thy work, 
and talk of thy 
doings. 


* Schmidi us renders, yet I/aid my duty is to pray, to change 
truly the right hand of the mojl high, i. e. to alter his tene¬ 
ments, or rather the difpenfations of his providence. 
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the freeft dilcourle enlarge Sect. 57. 

on thy wondrous works. 

t v Thy way, O Thy proceedings, , Ever- lxx s v ^* “ 2 
(iod, is m the fane- JaftingGoD, are conformable n , 

great i God as our «° the laws of perfeft hoKn* 

God ? andfjghteoufnefs j and in the 

fandtuary it is to be learned, 

that however unfearchable the 

grounds and reafons of fome 

of them may be at prefent, 

they fhall at a proper period be 

clearly manifeft to have been 1 

jnoft equal and juft : who in 

the univerfe is pofiefled of 

excellence, or cart compare 

for dignity and authority with 

^he Lor ft our Goo ? 

14. Thou art the Thy works are truly afto- H 
Cod that doeft won- nifhing, and impracticable 

dared thy rtrength W Other poweifbut thy 
among the people. own Omnipotence: thou haft 

difplayed thy fuperior match- 
kfsftrengthjupon thecolledt- 
ed people, and molt obftinate 
rebellious nation?, who have 
attempted to thwart thy de- 
figns, or have not fubmitted 
to thy regulations. 

1-. Thou haft r Thiheafllftance and opera-15■ 
with thine arm re- like the finewy arm of 

fhTfo d n 9 ,h of7»cob \ moft valiant chief recovered 
and Jofeph. Selah. thy people, even the defen¬ 
dants of Jacob and Jofepb 
from, and amply avenged 
them of, their Egyptian op- 
.prelTors. 

Y 4 


As 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 57. As if owing to thy fupretne 

prefence the elements had 

r* becn > n ^ ant Jy animated, the 

' waters of the Red-fea and 
Jordan , like a woman in the 
anguifhofchild-birth, appear - 
ed filled with trembling hor¬ 
rors : even the fea to its pro- 
foundeft center to be in fuch 
agony as to utter horrible 
murmurs. 

!»7 Clouds that dark’ned the 
whble hemifphere, rufhed 
down in impetuous fweeping 
torrents: the fkies emitted as 
it were articulate founds: the 
hailftones rebounded, walked, 
run along the ground. 

18 The vollied thunder re¬ 
bellowed amongft the orbs 
of heaven : as entirely illu¬ 
minating it, the light’nings 
gave one general blaze to the 
whole habitable earth: the 
folid ground vibrated, pran¬ 
ced, or wheeled round, like 
an horfe trained for war or a 
chariot at full fpeed. 

19 The courfe thou leddeft 
thy people was in the fea-, thy 
path continued forward in 
the ftrongeft currents of over¬ 
flowing waters i and the ways 

thou 


16. The waters faw 
thee, O God, the 
waters faw thee; 
they were afraid; 
the depths alfo were 
troubled. 


17. The clouds 
poured out water, 
the fkies fent out a 
found: thine arrows 
alio went abroad. 


18. The voice of 
thy thunder nxas in 
the heaven: the 
lightpings lightned 
the world, the earth 
trembled and /hook. 


19. v Thy way is 
in the fea, and thy 
path in the great 
waters, and thy foot- 
fteps are not known s 


y Mudge interprets, God walked before his people thro 1 
the fea, though he left no foot-fteps.of himfelf behind him. 
And thunder in the 18 ver. as the rumbling of the wheels 
of God’s chariot. 
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thou wouldeft proceed in Sect. 57. 
previous to the event, and 

, , . . . , PSALM 

that theymight entirely con- lxxvii> , g< 
fide in thee for it, were fecret 


20. Thou leddtft 
thy people like a 
flock, by the hand 
oi'Mofes and Aaron. 

1 


unfathomable and incompre- 
henfible. 

As a mod circumfpeft 2° 
good ftiepherd goeth before, 
provideth for, and defendeth 
his flock ; fo did ft thou afford 
a fafe condudt and conftant 
fupport to thy people 
by the inftrumentality of 
Mcfes placed over civil af¬ 
fairs, and Aaron concerned in 
things lac reel. 


PSALM LXXVIII. SECT. LVIII. 


Fntroduflicn, or addrtfs for attention . The fub- 

jeet ir.ftruttive and to be tranfmitted to pojlc - 
rity. The law cjlablifjcd by the Almighty to be ~ 
inculcated by fathers upon their children . The 

crimes of fowe of their anccjlors notwithjl an ding 
a f ries of miracles, in Egypt , the Red fea and 
the voildcrncfs. Their provocations and their 
pumfbments. A pfalm of Afaplv to be per¬ 
formed to the tune Male hi 1 or inftru&ion. 
Yer. 1 — 34. 


P 5 a 1. m lxxviii. 1. 


G IVE ear, O my 
people, to my 
law : incline your 
cars to the words of 
my mouth. 


Psalm lxxviii. r. 

A DMIT me, O my Sect. 57. 

affembled beioved peo- v—^ 
pie, to folicit your ftritft at-. PsAl : M 

• 1 • n n • ¥ UXVlli. I. 

tention to the mrtruebons I 
am giving, that direct you 
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A Paraphrase on the 



Psalm 
Uxviii. i 


Sect. 58. in the plained courfe of virtue 

and true religion to perfec¬ 
tion and happinefs: do you 
give the moft earnefl heed 
clearly to underftand, get 
deeply impreffed with and 
obferve in your lives, the pre¬ 
cepts of wifdom that I am 
declaring. 

2 I will endeavour moftfami- 
liarly and diftinXly to com¬ 
municate fententious fpeeches 
of the greateft excellence: as 
a fountain fends forth its re- 
fre thing ftreams, with an un- 
referved freedom will I im¬ 
part proverbial figurative ex- 
preflions, or judicious moral 
reflexions, which are tranf* 
mitted to us from the earliefl: 
of our anceftors. 

3 Which are not altogether 
unknown to the main body 
of our nation j but are pub- 
lilhed in our facred records, 
acknowledged for certainties, 
and confirmed by obferva- 
tions and traditional accounts 
derived from our memorable 
forefathers. 

Which 


2. I wilt open my 
mouth in a parable: 
I will utter a dark 
fayings of old. 


3. Which we have 
heard and known, 
and our fathers have 
told us. 


a Some interpret, Enigmas from the Eaft, or oriental 
proverbs. Some the antiquities of the JevjiJh nation which 
were by age covered with a kind of venerable obfcurity, 
efpecially as they were preserved among the people chiefly 
by tradition; others, things fo llrange and extraordinary* 
that to people who had not heard them before, they may 
feem incredible. 



Book 


4 We will not 

hule them from their 

children, Viewing to 
the generation to 
tome ihe praifes of 
the Lord; and his 
flrength, and his 
wonderful works 
that he hath done. 
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■ Which we will be far from Sect. 5 fft 



fupprefiing, or :concealiog PgAlM 

from their defendants at theixxviik—t 
greateft diftance-: is an in¬ 
cumbent. cjuty and aftuall 
•branch of our religion^ we will 
faithfully tnjnfinit tothe lateft 
pofterity, authentiok narra¬ 
tives. of flic divine Goodnefs 
kndMercy: ofGold’s match- 
lefs power,' his miraculous 
deliverances and the various 


5. Forhe ertablifli - 
ed a b teftimony in 
Jacob, and appoint¬ 
ed a law in ifrael, 
which he command¬ 
ed our fathers that 
they fhould make 
them known to their 
children. 


6 That the gene¬ 
ration to come might 
know them , even 
the children which 

iliould 


aftonifhing drfplay s of bis alU 
ruling providence. ■ ' .i ’ 

For in exprefs declarations 5 
attended with extraordinary 
■evidences, 'he >reflored- and 


coofxrmed to the feed' of Jacob 
the irrevocable ftanding laws 
of duty ^and virtueanjd c<bn- 
ffcittnedl. or fectletf in' proper 
order, 1 the whole dourfo ■ of 


right behaviour for the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael: which he gave 
in pious charge to the heads 
and originals of our nation, 
to be inculcated by the fa* 
thers of that generation upon 
their children. 

That the ages to come in 6 


a perpetual fucceffidii might 
be fully acquainted a*nd deep* 

l y 


*> Some underfland this not of the whole laftr of M 6 fes> 
but that only whereby he enjoined. them-ta deliver down' 
the memory of God’s miracleerto all generations, that they 

might trujl , &c. but the interpretation feems too confined. 




A Paraphrase 


Psalm 
I xxviii. 6. 


Sect. ]y imprefled with their im¬ 
portant meaning*, in order 
to fupport the intereft of 
truth and virtue, and convey 
the invaluable depofitum pure 
andunpiixt, to their refpeCtive 
qff-fpring throughout all ages 
and generations. 

That the whole Jewijh na¬ 
tion in every future period 
might be influenced to deter¬ 
mine their hope and entire 
truft in the divine protection: 
that with all time’s other de¬ 
predations it might never be 
able to efface the grateful 
memory of their extraordi¬ 
nary deliverances: and to cul¬ 
tivate in them the genuine 


-principles of virtue and true 
religion; of a rational fincere 
homage to the Almighty, and 
a moral univerfal obedience. 

% And might prudently be¬ 
ware of following the exam¬ 
ples of their fore-fathers; nor 
be of the provoking and re¬ 
bellious, intractable and ob** 
ftinate temper and carriage, 
which were notorious in that 
generation; and which were 
quite oppofite to and fubver-^ 
five of all his defigns of fa¬ 
vour to them: that moft 
ftupid and perverfe genera¬ 
tion who were deftitute of all 

proper 


on the 

fhoutd be born: ivls 
fhould arife and de¬ 
clare them to theif 
children : 


7.That they might 
fet their hope in 
God, and not forgef 
the works of God ; 
but keep his com¬ 
mandment*. 


8. And might nc: 
be as their fathers, 
a llubborn and re¬ 
bellious generation; 
a generation that fet 
not their heart a- 
right, and whofe 
fpirit was not fted- 
faft with God. 
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9. The children 
of L Ephraim being 
armed, and carrying 
bows, turned back 
in the day of battle. 


\ 


1 o.Thcy kept not 
the covenant of God 
and rcfuled to walk 
in his law. 


proper affe&ions and refo- Sect. 58. 
lotions, all Iteadinefsand faith- 
fulnefs as to the moft impor- 
tanc concerns of God’s fear 
and fervice. 

With the negleff of reli-9 
gious virtue its only folid 
bafts, their courage failed 
when any extraordinary diffi¬ 
culty or danger appeared: 
after the manner of the £- 
phraimitts , whonotwithftand- 
ing that they were trained for 
war, and completely armed, 
yet gave way in the field of 
battle; and moft fliamefully 
retreated where they fhouid 
have fhewed.theif bravery. 

' Their-gfeat error was, that 10 
however ready they were to 
plead God’s covenant for 
favour, they kept not invio¬ 
late their part of that folemn 
agreement; nor were careful 
to perform the conditions oj: 
his promifes: no meafurei 
could influence their wretched 
inflexible tempers, to confti- 
tute the divine laws the rules 
of their habitual practice or 
convention. 



r K:.»:d'i fuppofes the pfalmift here referring to what is 
recorded of the Ions of F.jJjrtntn, i Cbron. vii. 21. and fome 
interpret it as a proverbial expreflion deligned to ridicule 
ihoie who made large profcliiom. but performed nothing. 
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Sect. 58. 



Psalm 
lttcviii. 11. 


iz 



In all future occurences 
they feemed as diffident and 
uncertain of any relief, they, 
were to expedl from the di¬ 
vine power and goodnefs, as 
if they had never had expe¬ 
rience of his former works; 
or retained no memory of his 
extraordinary interpofitions, 
defigned to make lading im- 
prefilons, and abundantly fuf- 
ficient to eftablifh their hope 
and truft in him. 

And yet it muft be con- 
fefied, that a feries of the 
mod aftonifhing tranfadtions, 
the undeniable effects of a 
prevailing Omnipotence, had 
been performed before the 
eyes of their fathers in the 
land of Egypt , upon that whole 
country and particularly the 
corn-land which furrounded 
the city Zoan. 

When their unrelenting 
opprellor Pharaoh , and his 

formi- 


1 r. And forjrat 

o 

his works, and his 
wonders that he had 
fheweil them. 


12. Marvellous 
things did he in the 
fight of their fathers, 
in the land of Egypt, 
in the field of J Zoan. 


13. He t divided 
the fea, and cauled 
them to pafs thro’, 

and 


Zoan or Yanis was the metropolis of Egypt and fituated 
at the mouth of the ■'Nile. 

e Shavo in his travels to the holy land , obferves, that the 
Jfraelites when they fet out to take polfellion of Canaan — 
being advanced about fifty miles from Cairo —entered the 
breach of the northern mountains, which continue without 
interruption to the Red fea. While they'were in this fixa¬ 
tion, Pharaoh might well cry, they are entangled in the land , 
the woildernefs [between Moc-cate and 6Wsr] hath jhut them 
in; Exod. xiv. 3. And he having lent an army in purfuit 
of them, the Egyptians might jultly imagine they had no 

way 



Book 

and lie made the 
watcrt to Hand as 
an heap. 


14. In the day¬ 
time alfo he led them 
with a cloud, and 
all the night with 
a light of fire. 


1 He clave the 
rocks in the wilder- 
refs, and gave them 
drink as out of the 
great depths. 
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formidable hoftpurfued them, Sec*. 4^ 
with a clap like that of thun- 

der,heinftantly clove afunder ixxviiLf 
the united waters of the Red- 
fea y for their fpeedy and uft- 
obftruCted paflage: and he 
gave a cohefion and fixedneft 
to the fluid element, like the 
liability of a collection of corn- 
pad folid fubftances, or an 
heap of com i n t i m e of ha rveft. 

Afterward he conducted ! + 

■ 

all their marches, in the. day 
time under the canopy of a 
fheltering cloud; and through 
the watches of the flight, en¬ 
lightened their encampments 
with a blazing meteor or 
pillar of fire. 

When they fhewed fecret 1 5 
difcontent and uneafinefs for 
fupplies of water, he rent the 
flinty rock afunder in the 
wilds of Horeb and Kadejh ; 

and 


way to efcape: for the mountains of Moc-cate would deny 
them a paflage to the fouthward, as thole in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Suez, would be a barrier to the northward, 
toward the land of the Phili/li/ics \ and the Re d/e a was be¬ 
fore them to the eaft, while Pharaoh doled up the valley 
behind them with his chariots and horfemen. This valley 
ends at the fea, in a fmall bay formed by the ealiern ex¬ 
tremities of thefe mountains, and is ftill called Beni 1/raei , 
i.e. the road of the Ifraelites , from a tradition kept up by 
the Araln and alfo Baideah , perhaps from the miracle was 
wrought near it;— to this day of tbeir having pafi'ed thro’ 
it;—the mountain flill called Jibbel At-taekab or thr 
mountain of deliverance. The llruation of the gulph is 
nearly north and fouth in a pofition very proper to be n a- 
verfed by that llrong eaft-wind, which was fent to divide it. 
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Sect. 48. and out of that dry and hard 

fubftance gave them refrtfh- 

Psalm i n g e ] e ment, in fuch exubcr- 
lxxvm.ic. c ' \ 1 , t 

ance as ir it had proceeded 
from a latent refervoir or the 
deepett fea. 

16 It was not only with a fud- 
den violence that the waters 
iprung forth at firft from the 
rock, but with a conftant 
ftrong current that they pro¬ 
ceeded : they even kept con¬ 
tinually flowing like the per¬ 
petual ftreams ot large full 
rivers. 

17 Thefe miraculous benefits 
were not effedtual to retain 
them in a courfe of fubjedion 
and obedience; but they en¬ 
hanced their paft errors and 
follies, by adding to them the 
moft criminal diftrufts, and 
heightened provocations of 
the moft high God in the 
wildernefs. 

18 And profefled to want fur¬ 
ther evidences of his power 
and goodnefs, to be doubt¬ 
ful of his providence, or pre- 
feribe to it *, and in their de¬ 
fires and requefts put his pa¬ 
tience to the ftrongeft proof, 
by determining their obje£t 
not of neceflary food for their 
fober appetites, but real fuel 
for their enormous lufts 

Yea, 


on the 


16. He brought 
ftreams alfo out ot 
the rock, and cauled 
waters to run down 
like rivers. 


17. And they fin¬ 
ned yet more againlt 
him, by provoking 
the moft high in the 
wildcrnefs. 


18 And they tempt¬ 
ed God in their 
heart, by afkingmeat 
for their lull. 
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iq. Yea, they fpakd 
ng;iinfl God: they 
laid, can God fur- 
nifh a tabic in the 

wiJdernefs ? 




20. Behold, he 
fmote the rock, that 
the waters gulhed 
out, and the llreams 
over flowed: can he 
give bread alfo ? can 
he provide f flefti 
for his people ? 


21. Therefore the 

Lord heard this, 
and was wroth, To 
a Are was kindled 


againlt Jacob, and 

anger 
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Yea, their exp re flions were Sect. $ 8 . 
plainly derogatory, to and 
lhockingly diminiftiing of, 5 ^“ 
God's Infinite perfeftion: in ' * 
fo many words they faid — 
can God or will he provide 
what is requifite, to furnilh 
out a table in a defolate wil¬ 
dernefs ? 


It is oblervable, that when 20 
they were athirft, by the rod 
in Mofes's hand he had ftruck 
the flinty rock* (b that water 
immediately rulhed forth 
with the greateft violence* 
and dreamed in the largeft 
plenty: and that they had 
murmuring enquired, if ele¬ 
ment in a drought, yet can 
he further give bread in an 
uncultivated barren defart? 


Has he any expedients to ac¬ 
commodate his people with 
more nourilhing victuals, or 
provide them flefh-meat. 

For its peculiar indecency 21 
and horrid impiety the Omni¬ 
potent God noticed and high¬ 
ly refented this provoking 
language: fo a fire to facrific e 


f The original tranflated ftfo fometimes lignites leaven - 
tubi s or kneading-troughs: in which a piece of fermented 
dough was left, and the whole thereby contracted a proper 
acidity or fowrnefs. It is remarked, that the pfhlmirt does 
not always prccifcly obfervethe order of time: the raining 
of manna being rcheaifed after the fmiting of the rock, 
v.hich yet in cxa& order of time was before it. 

Vol. III. Z 


them 
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Sict. 58. them was Immediately kind- 

' Jed againft the off-fpriog of 

hw'vla 11. J aceb * and judgments cx- 

preflive of a violent indigna¬ 
tion fell upon and deftroytd 
the children of Ifrad . 

22 For it was exceeding plain, 
that after all the miraculous 
evidence he had given, how 
he would certainly iflue all 
matters for their benefit, they 
were not convinced: they 
did not depend upon him^ 
nor could by any means be 
perfuaded, that they were 
fecure,and their wants fhould 
be fupplied by means of his 
proteftion and favour. 

23,24. Their minds were not efta* 
blifhed what was in his pow¬ 
er, though they had beheld 
him command and the clouds* 
irtftantly obey: though be¬ 
fore their eyes he had opened 
heaven’s evsrlafting portals 
and poured down manna 
like ftfowers of rain upon 
t-hem for aliment', and in- 
Head of their ufual grain, the 
produce of the earth for 
bread, given them the purer 
corn of heaven, 

25 What may feem wonder¬ 
ful almoft incredible, the 
men of that generation did 
for fome time Jive upon a 

kind 


cn the 

anger alfo came tig 
againlt Ifrael: 


22. itecaufc they 
believed not in God* 
and trufted not in 
his faivation. 


23 and 24. Tho* 
he had commanded 
the clouds from a- 
bovc and opened the 
doors of heaven, 
And had rained 
down manna upon 
them to eat, and had 
given them of the 
c*» of heareiu 

a 


25. Man did ear 
angel’s food: heYent 
them meat to the 
full. 
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kind of diet, that was excel- Sect. 
lent like that efteemed to be 

peculiar to a more fefihed,^^. 

feecies, even that of the hlef- 
(ed angels: he farniftYed out 
for them a table, with the 
choiceft provifions, and as to 

plenty with a profafion CO 
their fatiety. 

z 6. fie eaufecian From hfs trcafuteS in the 26 
eaft-wind to blow in trppet; regions, he difpatched 

. . . ■ i . _ . T ._ * 


the heaven ; and by 
bis power he brought 
in the /ouCh-Wino. 


an eaft-wind to move inv- 


petuoufly through the fky, of 
drive forward with theutmaft 


27. He rained 
flefh alfo upon them 
asduft, and feathered 
fowl like as the land 
of the fea. 


28. And he let it 
fall in the midft of 
their camp, round 
about their habita¬ 
tions. 


29. So they did 
eat and were well 
filled : for he gave 
them their own de¬ 
fire. 


rapidity and fury: and by 
his prevailing ftretfgth He led 
on the fouth-wWs turbulent 
blafts in a partrcufer direftron 
for this end of his providence. 

Thus he found means to27 
fain down animal 1 food upon 
them, in foch abundance as if 
it had been common dull.: 
and feathered fowl like at 
the fand of the fea for num¬ 
bers. 

He caufed them in the 28 
greatdt plenty to fall in the 

midft of that fpot of ground 
where they lay encamped ; 
and all around their tents that 
they might every where be 
found and eafity taken. 

Whereupon they fcrupled *9 
not in common meafs ro fare 
On chefe delicious morfels i 

Z 2 to 





A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 59. to feed eagerly and indulge 
4 !.tT'' to a degree of luxury: for the 

* 3 A LM * • 1 _ r 4 , 

lxxviii.2g.q uantlties ' ent wcre a bun- 

9 dantly fufficient to fatisfy and 

pall the moft gormandizing 


appetites. 

30,31 Neverthelefs, their 1-ufts 
were not fubdued nor had 
they by a true repentance 
obtained the government of 
their irregular defires and 
moft perverfe longings: but in 
the inftant of their inordinate 
gratification, the divine dif- 
pleafure, by the natural effett 
or feme pofitive punifhment, 
fell upon them and flew the 
moft corpulent among them: 
and dropt as mortally wounded 
. the flower of their youth, and 
picked men out of the tribes 
of the children of Ifracl. 

3 2 All this did not hinder but 
they ftill perfifted to deviate 
from the right way of virtue 
and happinefs: they neither 
relied on nor were willing to 
acquiefce in the divine pro¬ 
vidence, notwithftanding the 
greateft diverfity of amazing 
evidences, produced before 
their eyes in order to ftrength- 
en their faith and fettle their 


30 and 31. They 
were not eftranged 
from their luft : but 
while their meat 
nxaj yet in their 
mouths. The wrath 
of God came upon 
them, and flew the 
fatteft of them, and 
fmote down the 
chofen men of Ifrad. 


32. For all thi'i 
they finned ftill: and 
believed not for hi: 
wondrous wo-ks. 


entire affiance. 

33 The confequence was, that 
the promife given them upon 

their 


33 .Th erefore theu 
days did he cor.funie 
in vanity, and their 
years in trouble. 
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their obedience and fidelity. Sect. 5^ 
<rf a happy fettlement in the 
land of Canaan, through their j xxv jji >3 ^ 
own defefts and offences was 
never fulfilled to them: but 
that generation fpent all the 
days of their lives in tedious 
travels and fruitlefs labours ^ 
and their years under frequent 
fudden alarms, in perpetual 
eonfternation, hurry and con- 
fufion. 


SECT. LIX. 

Their behaviour under adverfity. Their infinceriiy . 
The Divine mercy. Their impiety and ingratitude 
in not preferving due memorials of his Jig ns in 
Egypt•, and their redemption from that houfe 
4>f bondage . Their fettlement in the land of 
Canaan. Infidelity , idolatry , wars, captivity . 
Reftoration 7 and flourifhing condition under the 
reign of king David. Ver. 34, to the end . 


Psalm Ixxviii. 34. 

W HEN he flew 

them, then 
they fought him: and 
they returned and 
enquired early after 


Ps a l m Ixxviii. 34. 

W HEN numbers ofSECT. *9. 

them fell by any re-*—*"v— 
markablecalamity, the alarm-. PsA .V M 

, t 3 nlxxvm.34, 

ed lurvivors put on a molt 
devout and folemn appear¬ 
ance : they profelfed repent¬ 
ance, and early crouded the 
fanftuary to acknowledge 
their errors, and by the ut- 
moft ardour of Application 
avert divine judgments. 

Z 3 On 



3 +* 

S*ct. 59. 
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On thofe dreadful occa- 
fions, their memories were 
not fo treacherous, but they 
readily and freely owned that 
their (lability, (Irength and 
fafety depended on the eter¬ 
nal Being: and that they had 
no other but the high God, 
whom they could confide in 
as their deliverer and avenger. 

But in truth it was only 
for the time that they gave 
good words-, and entreated 
mercy with nothing but grofs 
deceit and the vileft flattery: 


35. And they re¬ 
membered that God 
was their rock ; and 
the high God their 
redeemer. 


36 Neverth clefs 
they did (latter him 
with their mouth, 
and thev lied unto 

4 

him with their 

k 

tongues. 


in all their profefllons and 
rnoft folemn promifes they 
never intended to perform 
any thing. 

37 For they were no more 
than the effect of their pre- 
fent awakened fears, and al¬ 
ways fubfided when the dan¬ 
ger was removed j their un- 
derftandings were not ratio¬ 
nally convinced, their minds 
deeply imprefled, nor their 
refoiutions fully determined 
to aft fincerely with him: 
nor had they any fteadinefs 
and faithfulnefs in them to 
keep inviolate their mod fa- 
cred compaft, and aft up to 
the terms in leading fober 
and virtuous lives, where¬ 
upon the Almighty engaged 
to be their God. 


3 7. For their heart 
was oot right with 
him, neither were 
they lied fall in hia 
covenant. 


This 
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38. Bot he Iting 
full of companion, 
forgave their iniqui¬ 
ty, and deftroyed 
them not; yea, many 
a time s turned be 
his anger away, and 
did not ftir up all 
bis wrath. 


This was thdi’ real ‘(hock- S&q T . 

ing temper and character, 

neither could the great heart- hutviii^S. 
fearcher be unacquainted 
therewith; yet owing to 
his ioconceivable everlafting 
compaflion, by gentler coiv 
raft ions he atoned for, and 


prevented their evil courts 
and habits from growing upr 
on them and incurring grea¬ 
terguile and puniftiment; fo 
that they proceeded not to a 
total degeneracy that mud 
have ended in their entire der 


ftru< 5 tion; yea, in a multi¬ 
plicity of inftances did he pist 
a ftop to executions, as it 
were appeafe and reftrain his 
anger, and did npt fuffor his 
matt dreadful vengeance t<o 
be aroufed to fpize or ftrikt 


'39, For he re 
juenibered, that they 
*weft hut fiefh; a 
wind that pafleth a- 
way and coqieth not 

again. 


$hem. 

For it was always obvious 39 
to his certain and unerring 
view of what weak and feeble , 

1 — 

mortal and corruptible ma¬ 
terials they were formed as 
to their bodily conftitutionj 
which he eould eafily any 

£ 4 time 

% 

> 1 


8 Literally, he multiplied to turn out of the road of his 
auger, &c.— as an Hebrnifip\*\s rendered, magnopere-Jram 
fuam fcdavit , *vel Jlrenue curavit ut cohibet earn. He 
greatly calmed his anger, he took the utmolVcarfe to reftrain 
it: or when it was upon the road to ddlroy them he corned 


it another way. 
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Sect. 59. time demolifh, and which in 
*courfc of itfelf would Aiortly 

be diflolved: the invifiblt 
’ Spiritual fubftance likewife, 
which may readily be dif- 
lodged, but is never to re¬ 
turn for a fecond probation : 
the feparate ftate immediate¬ 
ly fuccceding with its rewards 
and punifhments. 

40 Had they not been referr¬ 
ed for proportional penalties 
in a future retribution, how 
immenfe mull have been their 
lufferings? for with what re¬ 
petitions and aggravations 
did they difobey his com¬ 
mands during their forty 
years fojourning in the wil- 
dernefs: as it were, bind up¬ 
on him the heavieft burdens; 
or load and gird him with 
pain and grief in that vaft 
folitude, where they were 
maintained by miracle* 

41 Whatever happy and pro- 
mifing alteration fometimes 
appeared in their tempers 
and behaviour, it proceeded 
only from a fudden impulfe 
or tranfport of unlading fhert- 
lived pafllon, and they fpee- 
dily relapfed into their for¬ 
mer diffatisfaftions abfurdi- 
ties or abominations: they 
ftill intimated their furmifes 


40. How oft cid 
they provoke him 
in the wildemcfs, 
aggrieve him in the 
defert ? 


41. Vca, they 
turned back and 
tempted God, and 
limited the holy one 
of Ifrael. 
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and required further eviden- Sect. 59. 
ces, that they were under a 

. L . , Psalm 

divine protection: and notj xxvii ^-^ 
only preicribed to an Infal¬ 
lible and All-fufficient God, 
butcircumfcribedthe bound- 


42 Thsy remem¬ 
bered not his hand, 
nor the day whep he 
delivered them from 
the enqny. 

1 1 • • 1 . / 


lefs Omnipotence of the holy 
one of Ifrael, by the narrow 
limits of their own fcanty 
abilities or contracted weak 

jninds. 

They did not recollect, at 4 * 
leaft not duly attend to and 
ferioufly confider, the paft a- 
mazing inftances of diving 
power* nor the ever memo¬ 
rable sera or truly important 
period, when his extraordi¬ 
nary interpofition effected for 
them a mod wonderful de- 


43. How he had 
wrought his figns in 
Egypt, and his won¬ 
ders' in the Add of 
Zoan; 


liverance from their Egyptian 
enemy, even from Pharaoh 
their hardened and grievous 
opprelfor. 

How he had determined 43 
the matter of figns, in whofe 
influence it was to exhibit a 
feries of the mod altonilhing 
works, by what he perform¬ 
ed in Egypt \ and the full con¬ 
viction he gave of a prevail¬ 
ing ftrbngth, by the extraor¬ 
dinary tokens and unparalelled 
prodigies iir the fertile lands 
which furround Zoan* 


And 
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SZCT. 59. 



Psalm 

ljutviii.44. 


And how he had changed 
the form and qualities of 
water into thofe of blood in 
the different branches of the 
river Nile ; and all their 


44. And had 
turned their river* 
into blood; and their 
floods that they 
could not drink. 


fprings, wells or rivulets into 
the fame, fo that there re¬ 
mained not any that was pure 
and fitting for ordinary qfes. 

45 He ftretchedforth his hand, 
and let loofe upon them 
fwarms of noxious infers, 
which infefted and aimofl de¬ 
voured thenv, and frogs in 
the greateft croaking num¬ 
bers, which corrupted and 
entirely marred every thing 
in their way that could be 
Jpoiled- 

46 How he had configned 
over the earth’s vegetable 
productions, w'ith the dif¬ 
ferent kinds of grain, to be 


45, He fent b 
divers forts of flies 
among them, which 
devoured them, and 
frogs which deflroy- 
fd them. 


46. He gave alfo 
their increafe unto 
the caterpillar, and 
their labour unto 
the ' locult. 


con- 


* Sacbart interprets to be meant here the Cynonymia or 

a troublefome infeft which creates extreme pain, 
penetrates the flcin and fucks the blood : which fyas not a 
proboscis,—but in the room of it two teeth that it Axes deep 
in the (kin. He further obferves that 21 V does not fignify 
a mixture or divers forts, but this individual fly. Hitrox. 
L. IV. c. xv. xvi. p. 551, 561. 

* There are faid to be various fpecies's of Locufts, and 
in different degrees prejudicial to the fruits of the earth : 
but here younger and older ones feem to be intended. See 
a fublime defeription of an invading army of them, Joel 2. 
1 —12. And of thofe feen in Barbary , Shaw's Travels, 
p. 256. 257. 258. Concerning fycomore trees, their courfe 
fpungy texture, and the inlipid tafte of their fruit. See his 
Supplement) p. 96. 
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foafumcd by locufts in their S*ct. $9. 
caterpillar ftate: and. what 
fhey had taken the longeft 
conllant and unwearied pains 
to bring to-maturity and per¬ 
fection, at once to fall a faeri- 
fioe to multiplying armies of 
the ftrongeil moft voracious. 


47. He deftroyed 
their vines with hail, 
and their fycomore- 
trees with froft. 


48. lie gave up 
their cattle alfo to 
the hail, and their 
flocks to hot thurw 
der-bolts. 


49. He cait upon 

them the hercenefs 
of his anger, wrack 
and indignation and 

trouble, by fending 

evil angels among 

th'm. 


ami pernicious locufts. 

/With heavy fhowers of47 
pattling gnfled hail, lie fmote 
the vine’s generous pro¬ 
duce, and fatally wounded its 
fpreading branches: and the 
early buds of fycomore-tree* 
Waited and withered by t 
nipping hoar-holt. 

He moreoverexpofed their 4* 
herds of cattle, after a man¬ 
ner that there was no avoid¬ 
ing it, to the dreadful cala¬ 
mity of hail-ftorcns inter¬ 
mixed with fire: and their 
poffefiions of flocks, to the 
violent flafhes -or deadly 
penetrating ftrokes, of the 

bolted thunder or forked 

lightning. 

The mofl: terrible inftance 49 
of an -extreme difpleafure, 
titter abomination and ex¬ 
terminating deftruftion, ap¬ 
peared in the fad meflage 
vindiftive angels were charg¬ 
ed with. 


Every 
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Ux.viii.50 


Sbct. 59. Every ftep of the way for 

this peculiar judgment, was 
prepared and mod exaftly 
levelled; that it might not 
hit where it was not intended, 
nor mifs an individual at 
whom it was directed: he 
abated nothing as to the 
human fpecies in this ftroke 


of morta 


ity; but fully con- 


figned over both man and 


bead to fall, by an unfparing 
mod dreadful peltilence. 

51 In one night were (lain the 
firft-born of every family in 
Egypt ; the glory of their 
youthful vigour throughout 
all the dwellings of Hannhtw 
common founder’s race. 

52 But removed his people 
with the particular care that 
a good lhepherd does his 
flock: and as an herdfman 
his drove of cattle, guided 
and preferved them in the 
mod regular order during 
their journeyings in the wil- 
dernefs. 

53 And in perfect fafety con* 
dufted them, fo that n they 
never had any reafon to be 
apprehenfive of the lead evil 

or 


50. k He made x 
way to his anger, 
he fpared not their 
foul from death, but 
gave their life over 
to the peftilence. 


51. And fmote all 
the firfl-born in E- 
gypt: the chief of 
their ftrength in the 
tabernacles of Ham. 


52. But made his 
own people tp go 
forth like (beep: and 
guided them in the 

O 

wildernels like a 
flock. 


53. And he led 
them on fafely, fo 
that they feared not: 
but the fea over¬ 
whelmed their ene¬ 
mies. 


k He made a way , literally he weighed out , cxaflly directed 
his way y in thofe plagues where the Egyptian: only were 
Slaughtered, the Ifraelites fpared. Some render he proceeded 
againft them in his anger, yet in a wife ipanner, in a 
method which his infinite wifdom directed. 
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54. And he brought 
them to the border 
of his fanftuary, 
even to this moun¬ 
tain, which his right 
hand had purchafed. 


55. lie caft out 
the henthen alfo be¬ 
fore them; and di¬ 
vided them an in¬ 
heritance by line : 
and made the tribes 
of Ifrael to dwell in 
their tents. 


Sect. 59. 

Psalm 
lxxviii 53. 

mifing themfelves the like 
fecurity, were fatally disap¬ 
pointed and overwhelmed in 
the fea returning upon them. 

And he accompanied their 54 
marches with peculiar dif- 
plays of his providence, to 
the confines of the land of 
Canaan\ • where he had pur- 
pofed to fettle them, and 
place his fanftuary: even to 
this mount Zion and city of 
Jcrufalem> which by his mighty 
power he difpoflefled th zjebu- 
fites of, to give for an inhe¬ 
ritance to his people. 

He caufed them to van- 55 
quifh and expel the feven 
heathen nations; and to lay 
out their country by mea- 
furing lines for their own re- 
fpeftive (hares; and gave the 
tribes of Ifrael their tents or 


or danger: but their Egyp¬ 
tian enemies purfuing them 
in the fame courfe, and pro- 


dwellings to refide in. 

<;6. Yet they tempt- Neverthelefs, as their ca- 

ed and provoked the p r j c ; 0 us humours and pafiions 

kept not his tcfli- dilated, they (till prefcribed 
monies. to the Infinite Being, what 

proofs they would have ex¬ 
hibited of his power and pro¬ 
vidence ; and egregioufly 
trifled with, moft highly pro¬ 
voked him; neither did they 


retain 
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Sect. 5-9. retain impreflions of the moft 

folemn ftahding confirma- 
I*»vU; LN -a tions, fuffieient to keep them 
a fteady ro the obfervance of 
his inftruftiorrs- and cotrr- 
imndmenrs. 

57 But departed from therr 
proper province and duty of 
fubmifiiotv reliance and obe¬ 
dience: and after the ex¬ 
ample of their faithlefs in* 
conftant fathers, moft wretch¬ 
edly prevaricated with their 
engagements: there was feme- 
thing peculiarly diftorted and 
perverlb in their deviations 
trom the piainneft paths-, likd 
a writhe'n or a broken bow, 
which either lets the arrow 
drop, Or throwcth it aflant, 
fo as to deceive the aim of 
the archer, and never reach 
or nor hit the mark. 

<8 For, contradi&ory to his 
exprefs command, and in 
avowed irrfult to his autho¬ 
rity, they erefted chapels and 
altars upon high places for 
the worfhip of Idols j and as 
the vileft adulterefs tortures 
with rivals her injured hu£ 
band, they not only to the 
utmoft provoked his anger, 

but 


on tls 


57. But turned 
back and dealt un¬ 
faithfully like their 
fathers: they were 
turned aftde like a 
deceitful 1 bow. 


58. For they pro* 
tioked him to an^tr 
with their high pla¬ 
ces, and moved him 
tojealoufy with their 
graven images. 


1 Either a warping bow may be meant, which throweth 
the arrows awry and fo deceiveth: or one which of a 
fudden breaks and fo difappoints the aim of die archer. 



m 
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but moved his jfefllbttfy, emu- Sect . 59, 
Jated his fupreme divinity J 

with fculprures, and tfarrf- i xxv iii.59. 
ferred his homage to images 
formed out of wood or ftone. 


59. When God 
heard this, be was 
wroth, and greatly 
abhorred Ifrael. 


When this became publick, 59 
even fo infamoufly notorious 
that the cry thereof reached 
heaven* as men ufually adl 
under the ftrongeft impulfes 
of uneafinefs and anger* in 
the difpenfations of provi¬ 
dence it appeared, that the 
Almighty had rejected the 
children of Ifrael , as unworthy 
his regard, with marks of 
the utmoft deteftation. 


60. So that he 

forfook the taber¬ 
nacle of Shiloh, the 
tent which he placed 
among men. 


61. And delivered 
his ftrength into cap¬ 
tivity, and his glory 
into the encmiei 
hand. 


To that degree, that like 60 

a vefiel at fea wholly aban¬ 
doned to be driven by the 
winds, he deferted and ex- 
pofed the facred dwelling of 
Shiloh , to all manner of in¬ 
juries and violences: that 
lame dwelling-place which 
he had fettled among men, to 
contain the fymbols of his 
prefence and be his peculiar 

reGdence. 

% 

And by fuffering the ark to 61 
fall into the hands of the Phi - 
hftinesy in effeft furrendered 
all their ftrength and confi¬ 
dence * their enemies now 
poflefied his beauty excellence 
and glory, vouchfafed to his 
people. 


As 




# 

A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 5$. As a fjerfon quire defence* 

lefs, or an handful of toen fur- 
r0l inded, he expofed his once 

lXXVJll.p2. . . , , r . r r 

beloved people in unluccefs- 
ful wars to inevitable deftruc- 


62. He gave hi) 
people over alio unto 
the fword : and was 
wroth with his inhe¬ 
ritance. 


tion: and his providential 
difpenfations in all refpetts 
feemed marked with ditplea- 
fure, againft thofe whom he 
had feparated from the human 
race, to become his owti efpe- 
cial nation and perpetual pof- 
fefiion. 

63 As if hfc was peremptorily 63- The fire con- 
refolved upon a compleat rid- f umed their young 

, ,.1 1 1 ■ r men : "nd their mai- 

dance, like a devouring fire, dens were not given 
the enemy’s fword deftroyed to marriage, 
the flower of their youth, dnd 
hopes as to another genera¬ 
tion : neither could their mar- 


riagable virgins any more re¬ 
ceive juvenile carefies, or ce¬ 
lebrate nuptial folemnities. 

64 Minifters of God* religion 
and peace, not only bore 
arms but were (lain in battle: 
and their diftrefled widows 
did not long furvive them; 
mourned not their remains, 
or performed not for them 
the ufual rites of fepulture. 

6$ As out of the profoundeft 
fleep, at length the Lord 

truly 


64. Their pfiefls 
fell by the fword: 
and their widows 
made no lamenta¬ 
tion. 


6Then the 
Loud m awaked as 
one out of fleep, and 

like 


m Some interpret this of God’s arifmg to deftroy the 
Pbtlijlines and their idol Dogon: and the next ver. of the 

hxmor- 
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like a mighty man 
thafihouteth by rea- 
fon of wine. 


truly appeared rouzed to the Sect. 59* 
moft vigorous dreadful aft ion j ‘ J 

*•1 1 • r i*i Psalm 

like a military chief exmle-i xxyi ^ 
rated with plentiful potations 
of generous wine* who thun¬ 
ders out, to arms, demands 
a competitor, and exults as if 
vidlory had already declared 
for him; fo manifeft was the 


66. And he fmote 
his enemies in the 
hinder parts: he put 
them to a perpetual 
reproach. 


67. Moreover he 
refuted the taber¬ 
nacle of Jofeph; 
and chofe not the 
tribe of Ephraim. 


68. But chofe the 
tribe of Judah, the 
mount Zion which 
he loved. 


divine Omnipotence, to vin¬ 
dicate his name and humble* 

i 

this prevaricating people. 

As feeble antagonifts they 66 
made precipitate, retreats j 
and in them received the dee¬ 
ped and mod dilhonourable 
wounds: by (evetal Icanda- 
lous defeats, their daftardly 
cowardice was branded with 
the dronged marks of lading 
infamy. 

Again as contemptible and 6? 
hateful he rejedted the houfe 
and family of Jofeph \ and 
never more gave preference 
to the tribe of Ephraim , fo as 
to place his ark among them. 

But made choice of the 68 
tribe of Judah as mod proper 
to fituate it with j the plea- 


1 

j 


hzmorrhoides with which he fmote, and fixed an indelible 
tfain upon them : 1 Sam. v. 6. vi. i. k feems beft to con¬ 
ned, to underfiand it as a continuation of the calamities 
of Ifrael ; otherwife the author would fuddenly break off 
from, and as fuddenly return to the fad detail. Vid. 
j 4 n?iot. ex Hcbntor* Comment, Both art . Htffoz. p. 367. eC 
2 \R(batL in loc. 
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A Paraphrase cn the 


Sjtcr. 59. fant hill Zien 9 which he had 

' a much higher regard for 
l than Sbileb . 

V1 * And Sflomn^ to raife him 
not a moveable tabernacle 
but a fettled temple, for 
ftrength, ftatelinefs and mag- 
nificence refembling a caftle 
or palace: refembling the 
folid earth's mod ftable foun¬ 
dation, which ihall endure 
till the hand which firft laid 
does finally deftroy it. 
j 0 Previous to that, from the 
fame lineage he fdefted Da¬ 
vid to be his inftrument and 
minifter in many inrerefting 
and important fervices: and 
what is remarkable took him 


69. And he buitt 
his fanQoajy, like 
high palacu, like the 
earth which he hath* 
eftablifhed for ever. 


70. He chofe Da¬ 
vid alfo his fervant, 
and took hinifroiu 
the fheepfolda. 


to inveft him with royalty 
from the fliepherd’s humble 
ftation and rural bufinefs. 

71 From an afiiduous care to 
feed his flock, and more par¬ 
ticularly infpeft the big with 
young, or the dams that had 
young, he promoted him to 
the height of civil authority; 
to be the ruler and guardian 
of his people defeended from 
Jacoby his peculiar pofieflion 
fprung from IfraeL 

72 Neither did he in the main 
of his character appear un¬ 
worthy of this exalted ftation: 
for his adminiftrationwasevi¬ 
dence of an inviolable intc- 


71. From follow* 
ing the ews great 
with young, he 
hroogbt him to feed 
Jacob his people and 
ffrael his inherit¬ 
ance. 


72. So he fed 
them according t* 
the integrity of hi« 
heart: and guided 
them by the JkilfuU 
nefs of his hands. 



«■ 

* 
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grity ; and his counfels and Sect. 5^; 
meafures fuch as manifefted 

an excellent policy, and con- ixxViii 72, 
fummate vigilance and pru¬ 
dence. 


PSALM LXXIX. SECT. LX. 

Uncommon devastations represented . 7 be inter - 

pofition of providence earneflly befougbt for the 
reft oration of the people y and due chaftifement 
of their heathen favage enemies, Promifes to 
render becoming grateful acknowledgments. A 
pfalm of Afaph. But fame fuppofe Jeremiah 
to be the author . And the occafton y the de* 
ftruftion of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 
Others refer it to the times of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes. 


I' S A L M lxxix I. 


O G00, the 
heathen are 
come into thine in¬ 
heritance, thy holy 
temple have they de¬ 
filed : they have laid 
Jeruf&Iem on heaps. 


2 .The dead bodies 
of thy lervants have 
they given to be meat 

unto 



Psalm 


1 . 


Psalm lxxix. 1 . 

G REAT Guardian and Sect. 60. 

Eternal Lord God, 
ungodly heathens and vile lxx ^ x 
idolaters have invaded thy 
peculiar territories: they have 
penetrated to the very place 
of thy facred refidence, and 
moft fhockingly profaned thy 
holy temple: they have re¬ 
duced the late opulent and 
flourifhing city Jerufalem y to 
an heap of perfeft ruin, fe- 
pulchral rubbilh, univerfal 
defolation. 

They have not only (lain * 
thy profefled wOflhippers, but 
A a 2 expofcd 
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Sect. 60. expofed their corpfes to be 

mangled by birds of prey: 

1xxLc. L 2. bodies of truly excellent 

perfons who were devoted to 
thy fear and fervice, to be 
devoured by wild beads. 

3 In the wantonnefs of their 
inhumanity, they have made 
a general daughter through 
the whole compafs of Jeru- 
falem: to that degree that 
none were left 
their obfequies, 
barians reftfed 
common rites. 

4 As to all influence and im¬ 
portance abroad, we are funk 
too low to expert it: fo far 
from honour or chara&er 
amongd the neighbouring 
nations we are neglefted and 


to perform 
elfe the bar- 
them thefe 


defpifed by them: the ufual 
topic of ridicule and derifion 
to all around us. 

5 In thefe deplorable circum- 
ftances, admit us mod hum¬ 
bly to enquire, how long on 
account of our offences thou 
wilt retain thine anger? Wilt 


thou always do it? never in¬ 
termit? Even for our im¬ 
piety and wilful grofs idola¬ 
try, whereof we profefs our 
unfeigned repentance, fhall 
. thy violent difpleafure for 
thine injured honour, like a 

devour- 


unto the fowls of 
the heaven, the flefti 
of thy faints unto the 
beafls of the earth. 


3. Their blood 
have they fhed like 
water round about 
Jerufalem: and there 
was none to bury 
them. 


4. We are become 
a reproach to our 
neighbours: a fcorn 
and derifion to them 
that are round about 
it. 


5. How long. Lord, 
wilt thou be angry 
for ever ? fhall thy 
jealoufly burn likt 
fire ? 
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6 Poor out thy 
u rath upon the 
heathen that have 
rot known thee, and 
upon the kingdoms 
that have not called 
upon thy name. 


devouring fire burn till it have Sect. 6o. 
wholly conlumed us. 

Rathepf as juft objefts of i ^ LM 6 
thy mod dreadful indigna-‘ 5 ’ 

tion, pour full phials of it up¬ 
on heathen nations who own 
not thine exiftence, nor pay, 
thee the lead homage: and 


7. For they have 
devoured Jacob, and 
laid wafte his dwel¬ 
ling-place. 


upon kingdoms that never 
fupplicated thy favour, con- 
fefied thy providence, nor 
were fubjett tp thine au¬ 
thority. 

Truly of this ftamp and 10 
chara£ler are the people, who 
have rioted in the lives and 

9 

fortunes of Jacob'% pofterity; 
as lightning blafts, or an eaft- 
wind is baleful to the earth’s 


8. O remember 
not againft us " for¬ 
mer iniquities: let 
thy tender mercies 
fpeedily prevent us: 
for we are brought 
vety low. 


produce, fo have they utterly 
demoli filed, thofe pleafant 
places wherein we once dwelt 
fecure and happy. 

Proceed not, we befeech 6 
thee, to punifh for our paft 
deviations from duty and 
virtue: be moved by thy 
own moft tender mercy, to 
be fpeedy, inftant, ere it is 
too late, in kindly interpofing 
to prevent our vifible ruin: 
for already we are greatly re¬ 
duced and almoft exhaufted. 

A a 3 For 


° Some underftand by former or firjl fins, their idolatry 
in the golden calf. See Exod . xxxii. 34. concerning which 
the Jews obferved, there was no vifitation or inflidion of 
punilhment wherein the calf was not remembered. 
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Sect.6o. 



Psalm 
ljtxix. 9. 


For reafons of the honour 
of thy name and truth, which 
we confefs before the whole 
world, O God our deliverer 
and only preferver, help and 
lave us: for the fake of thy 
own goodnefs refcue us from 
our enemies, and be appeafed 
and reconciled fo as to cover 


9. Help us, O 
God, of our falva- 
tion, for the glory 
of thy name: and 
deliver us, and purge 
away our fins for 
thy name’s fake. 


and forgive our offences. 

10 Why Ihould thy procafti- 
nations of fuccour to us in 
this moft forlorn condition, 
give occafion to profane hea¬ 
thens, gentile people to infult 
and triumph faying — where¬ 
about is the power or good¬ 
nefs of the God they made 
their boafts of? let the true 


10. Wherefore 
fhould the heathen 
fay, where is their 
God ? let him be 
known among the 
heathen in our fight, 
by the revenging of 
the blood of thy 
fervants which is 
(hed. 


God now be diftinguilhed 
among Pagan blafphemers 
mod confpicuoufly, for the 
exertion of his power, and a 
punifhment correfpohdent to 
their crimes, who have mod 
' inhumanly butchered thy 

faithful fervants. 

1 1 Let his didrefles and mod 
piteous groans, who is con¬ 
fined to lonely durance in 
fome horrid cell, plead with 
thee for relief: out of thine 
irrefidible boundlefs power 
releafe them, who are loaded 

with 


11. Let the fighir g 
of the prifoner come 
before thee, accord¬ 
ing to the greatnefs 
of thy power pre- 
ferve thou thofe that 
are 0 appointed to 

die. 


0 Literally, thefons t>f death or offaughter. 
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tt. And render 

unto our neighbours 
fcveo*fold into their 
bofom, their re¬ 
proach wherewith 
they have reproach¬ 
ed thee, O Lord. 



359 


with chaih 1 ?, and 

deftined for daughter. Psalm 

And requite our favage 

neighbours who derided our 
-hopes and infuked our mi¬ 
sery O Immutable and Ex¬ 
ternal Being, who dishonour¬ 
ed thee, requite them with 
abundant indignity; even 
proach fuffitiem co fill theit 
teflrts with lhafne and Ibrrow. 


13. So we thy 
people, and fheep of 
thy paftune, will give 
thee thanks forever: 
we will ftiew forth 
thy praife td all ge¬ 
nerations. 


So feafon able aft affiftance 13 
flftd inefti eft able a favour t6 
thy people* whom as a flock 
■thou art pleafeti to feed and 
tfule, will infer obligations of 
a lafting gratitude: to the 
4 aceft pofterity wo will cofw 
thy power, .and tranfmit 
Tfiemorktte of thy bounty* 


psaLM lxxx. 

1 n 


Complaint under pubkek troubles . A retitrn of the 
favourable regard of .providence humbly implored. 
Their circumjtantes reprefenitd by the fimilitude 
of a vine. This wrought up with peculiar 
Jhength and elegance . The burden of the fong. 
An ode or pfalm of Aiaph directed to the mufick 
mafitTy to be performed upon the fix flringed 
injlrument that waited on the atk of the tefli- 
mony . The occdfion the fame** dr a . like one 

with the former . 


Psalm lxxx. 1. 

G IVE ear, O 
fhepherd of 
Jfrael, thou that 
lead eft Jofepb like 

a Hock, 


Psalm lxxx. 1. 

N this their neceflity and Sect. Co 

extreme irtifery, lend a p 

gracious ear, O moft faitb'fdl lxxxVt*. 
A a 4 good 







% 6 o A Paraphrase 

Sect. 6o. good fhepherd of the children 

Jfrael , to their humble 
fupplications; thou, who by 
a peculiar conduft as thy be¬ 
loved flock, guided the de¬ 
fendants of Jofepb\ thou 
who refided in the fanftuary 
near thofe driking emblems 
of heavenly fplendour the 
cherubims, be pleafed like 
the fun appearing in his me¬ 
ridian luftre, to difplay unto 
us in this benighted date thy 
glory, power and goodnefs. 

* As once thou didd ligna- 
lize them, and by the token 
of thy prefence the ark of 
xby covenant, which the tribes 
of Ephraim , Benjamin and 
Manages immediately follow¬ 
ed, perform for our fore¬ 
fathers wonderful deliver¬ 
ances; fo do thou now be 
excited, to fhew vigour and 
readinefs in preferving and 
defending us. 

3 Good God, vouchfafe to 
give a different turn to our 
affairs; redore us from this 
mod wretched captivity: fa¬ 
vour us with the kind regard 

of 


on the 

a flock, thou that 
dwelled between the 
cherubims, fhine 
forth. 


t. Before P E- 
phraim, and Ben¬ 
jamin andManafleh, 

ftir up thy ftrength, 
and come and fave 


as. 


3. Turn us again, 
O God: and caufe 
thy face to ftiine, 
and we ftiall be 
faved. 


? See Numb . ii. 17—23. Deut. xxxiii. 2. The defign of 
this pfalm being, as is fuppofed, to defire or pray for a 
return from the captivity, a beautiful parallel feems run 
betwixt it and the delivery from Egypt: in which thefe 
three tribes followed immediately after the ark. 
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4. O Lord God 
of holts, how long 
wilt thou be angry 
agamfl the prayer of 
chy people. 


5. Thou feedeft 
them with the 
bread of tears: and 
giveft them tears to 
drink in great mea- 
fare. 


of thy providence; and our Sect. 6 *. 
condition will be quite happy. 

Sovereign of all worlds, , S * LM 
how long wilt thou rejedt 
with indignation the humble 
pleading, and mod earneft 
conftant Applications of thine 
afflidled diftrefled people. 

Difturbance, commotion 5 
and lamentation are conftant 
and returning to them as the 
ufual times of taking food; 
and as their beverage, the 
greateft plenty of complaints 
and miferies. 


6. Thou makeft 
us a ftrife unto our 
neighbours: and our 
enemies laugh a- 
mong themfelves. 


Refpedling neighbouring -6 
powers, we are conftituted 
the objedb of their animofity 
or bone of their contention^ 
which fhall be our mailers 
and fpoil us moft: and our 
avowed enemies obferving 
how unhappily we are fituat- 
ed, take a peculiar pleafurc 
in it. 


7.Turn us again, 
O God of hofts»and 
caufe thy face to 
ihine, and we lhall 
be faved. 


Great Diredlor of all fta- 7 
tions, reverfe our fufferings 
and return us to our native 
country: favour us with the 
kind regard of thy provi¬ 
dence, and we (hall foon en¬ 
joy fafety and prolperity. 


* Some underftand by bread0/fears, bread of mourners, 
which he who eat was legally unclean and feparated from 
the congregation ; and hereby to exprefs their reparation 
by the captivity from the comforts of God’s folemi^ worlhip. 




A Paraphrase m the 


Sect. 6o. As tranfplanting a vine, 

thou haft removed thy peo- 

l«jf A « M P le from the land of -EjRP* : 

to make room for them thou 
haft diftodged the ancient 
heathen poffeffors, and put 
them in pofleflion of their 
moft pleafant fertile land. 

9 As clearing the ground for 
it, caufing it to ftrike deep 
root and lpread abroad its 
growing branches; thou haft 
laid the foundation there for 


8. Thou haft 
brought a vine out 
of Egypt; thou haft 
cad out the heathen 
and planted it. 


9.Thoapreparedft 
room before it, and 
didft caufe it to take 
deep toot, and it 
filled the land. 


their increnting m numbers, 
and flouriftring in all refpeds 
of heahh and vigour power 
and riches. 


As the luxuriant fboots t©.The hills were 
with the extenfive foliage of ^ Qv f rcd ^ 
th is fraitful tree may ftade 
or hide the iDount^tins^ snd *wtrc like the goodly 

its creeping tendrils run up cedars, 
the height of ftately cedars % 
fo widely have they diffufed 
and to fuch elevation afeend- 


ed, in a refjpeftable import¬ 
ance and fplendid opulence. 

11 As mconfiderable as their * 1T ‘ oet 

begfttwmg, this nation have the fea> & nd her 

enlarged their dominions on branches unco the 

the nver. 


* Holy writ abounds with thefe iimiles, thus Jofeph is 

faid to be a fruitful bough , a vhofe branches run truer the wal/. 
Gen. xJix. ez. John xv. t. < 

* Boughs , i. e, hamsefl houghs , boughs hearing fruit unto 
har-vejl, meaning flouriihing circumstances or the height of 
temporal profperity. See Ttylori Cone, on IXp and Scbult. 
in Job v. 5. 



12 Why hall thou 
then broken down 
her hedges,fo that all 
they which pafs by 
the way do pluck 
her ? 


Book cf Ps A LMS. 363 

the Weft to the Mediterranean Sect. (m 
fea, and on the eaft to the 7* 

nver Euphrates. Uxx. ua 

On what account then Wfc 12 


may lamenting enquire, as 
when a vineyard's wall of 
fence is broken down, and 
its fwelling clutters expofed 
to the rude hand of every 
traveller j haft thou with¬ 
drawn thy wonted protection, 
nnd fubje&ed us to be ra¬ 
vaged by all that pltafe to 
do it. 


13. Tho 1 btiht 
out of the wood 
doth wade it; and 
the wild beaft of the 
held doth devour it. 


T4. Return, we 
befeech thee, O God 
ofhofts: look down 
from heaven, and 
behold, and vilit 
this vine; 


In this abandoned condition 13 
as the wild boar digfc up thfe 
earth all around it, and ftrol- 

Jing bcafts of ptey fbom the 
adjacent country ravtrroufly 
Ibed upon it; lb alas! have 
FaVage ufurpers arid common 
plunderers ertflaved our per- 
Tons, rioted in Our wealth, 
and ruined our dwellings. 

GreatGoD, who muftereft 14 
the armies^on high, and 
afligns their feveral ftations, 
return with kind affeftions; 
from thy throne of ineffable 
glory deigrt to caft an eyte 
of regard and concern, to 
refume the charge of thy be¬ 
loved people, as a tender 
bleeding vine, and preferve 
them from irreparable ruin. 

As 


r Boar is interpreted the king cf jQffyrfa The wild 
heart: his officers and foldiers. 



364 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect.6o. As the ftem or bafe which 15 And the vine¬ 
yard which thy right 
hand hath planted, 
and the branch that 
thou madeft ftrong 

planning and eftablifhing: for thyfelf. 

and efpecially the grand re- 

pofitory of our laws, even the 

cit yjerufalem and the temple, 

which thou haft fortified for 

them and the emblems of 

thy prefence to be fecure in. 

They are, as a vine cut 16. hu burnt with 

down and withered, now laid 
wafte by fire: and any degree reb i ke r of coun _ 
of further defolating provi- tenance, 
dences muft involve root and 
branch, temple and people in 
one common fate of irretrie¬ 
vable deftruftion. 

, 7 To avert which, do thou , '?• Let thy hand 

favour his defigns whom thou 0 f thy * ri ght hand,and 
haft invefted with fupreme upon the fon of man, 
authority, and determined our whom thou madeft 

attention to as our principal ft ron S for thyfelf. 
human dependance, even this 
young prince \ whom we hope 
and truft that t(^ providence 
hath moft opportunely raifed, 
to be the author both of our 
deliverance and of oqr refor¬ 
mation. 

13 Confequent of which, we 1 no * vve 

.,i * 1 r po back from thee: 

will never more revolt from | oicken us> and we 

the will 

$ This (lock of his own planting and man of his own 
railing, fome underftand to be JoJiab by the char after of 
vigour and the reformation that feemed to depend on him. 
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Ixxx, 15. 


fupports the whole tree, do 
thou guard our civil confti- 
tution which is of thy own 
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will call upon thy 
name. 

I 


io.Turn us again, 
O Lord God of 
holts: caufe thy face 
to(hinc,and we (hall 
be faved. 


the laws of virtue and true Sect, 60; 
religion into contrary courfes: 

. 0 . . J j * 9ALM 

animate us with new lire and i yyv ; 
vigour by a reftoration to 
profperity, and we engage in 
our future thankfulnefs and 
obedience^ toafcribe the high- 
eft honour to thy name, per¬ 
fection and benevolence. 

O thou who governed: all *9 
the orders and whole immen- 
fity of thy formations, gra- 
cioufly return us to our for¬ 
mer happy ftate: be only 
reconciled to and (hew thy 
regard for us, and our fpeedy 
enlargement fafety and com- 
pleat felicity of courfe follow. 


PSALM LXXXI. SECT. LXI. 

The people invited conformably to an exprefs precept 
to celebrate the divine praifes, Honourable 
mention made of extraordinary favours^ refpeff¬ 
ing Egypt and the wildernefs. Reference to a 
folemn charge given againjl idolatry , with the 
promifes annexed to its due obfervance . The 
fad conferences of its pafi negleff . Exhorta¬ 
tion to regard it for the future , ftrengthened 
with the ajfurance of fucceffes and profperity . 
A poetick compofition of Afaph direffed to the 
muftck majler to be performed upon the harp , or 
to the tune gittith. The occafion the folemn 
feaft of trumpets . 


P 3 A L M 1XXX1. 1. 





Psalm Ixxxi. i. 


Sect. 6r. 


N exalted (trains firig the 
praifes of the moft high 

Goo 



Ixxxi. i.! 

t 



j6S A Paraphrase «t the 

S«ct.6i. Qov our grand fupporter unto the Godof Ja- 

and Almighty Guardian : cob. 

folding an alarm, or (hout- 
ing for vi&ory, raife to the 
highcft pitch your acclama¬ 
tions, in honour of him who 
peculiarly prote&s Jacob *a 
defendants. 


« On this folemn occafion 
employ the nobleft compo- 
fitions for pfolmody; and 
give the utmoft advantage to 
your chanting voices by the 
choiceft inftruments; the 
founding timbrel, the plea- 
font harp and the charming 
pfaltery. 

3 In the longefl loudeft blafts 

of it, ye minifters of the fanc- 
tuary, make the trumpet 

heard 


2. Take a pfalm 
and bring hither the 
timbrel, the plealant 
harp with the pCal- 
Ury. 


3. Blow up the 
trumpet in the new 
raOO b, in the time 
appointed on our a 
folemn feaft day. 


u This was an annual feftiva! exprefcly enjoined by the 
law of Mo/e j. Lev. xxiii. 24. and was obferved upon the 
firll day of the fevernh month, called Tifri ; anfwerable to 
parts of our September and Oflober: it was the beginning 
of the civil year, and might properly be called new-years- 
day. It is exprefsly called a fab bath, and was a very 
folemn day, on which no fervile work was to be done, 
only provifion made for their meals, which were ufually 
very liberal at this time; and among other difhes, they 
ferved up to the table a ram** head, in memory of that ram 
that was facrificed in the room of Ifaae , which they fancy 
was upon this day. This was the chief new-moon of the 
whole year; not only becaufe of the additional facrifices 
and the greater folemnity of blowing trumpets from fan- 
rifing to fun-fet; but becaufe it fell at a time when all the 
fruits of the earth were gathered in. And Lewis explains 
this blowing of crumpets as a memorial of the creation of 
the wo ld, which is fuppofed to have been in autumns 

whence 
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4. For this nvas 
a ftatute for Ifrael, 
and a law of the 
God of Jacob. 


heard far and wide, on the Sect. 6k 
return of this fabbath; this 

„ _ _Psalm 

important new moon or onti Y?Ht s ^ 
day of the Jeventh month; 
this feafon which is peculiar* 
ly facred to the extraordinary 
fokmnities of our holy re¬ 
ligion. 

For this refts upon the 4 
authority of an early positive 
inftitution, preferibed for the 
ftanding obfervance of the 
children of Ifrael', a rule or 
order with particular direc¬ 


tions, rendered obligatory by 
the exprefs command of thi 
God of Jacob to be perform¬ 
ed to his honour. 


5. This he or¬ 
dained in jofeph 
for a teftimony when 
he went out through 
the land of Egypt: 
^ where I heard a 
language that 1 un¬ 
derstood not. 


By a peremptory declare 5 
tion he conftituted it to be a 
fettled and invariable law for 
the off fpring of Jofepb? whets 
by a feries of wonders he 
difeharged them from £• 
gyptian bondage: faying, to 
ihew them that I difepprovc 
of their ufage and Uavery, 
my providence [hall Ipeak 
the language of a matchlefs 
power whereat all men may 
marvel. 



whence they anciently began their years at this time, at 
the eaihern people do at tbu day. jfeh. 3 . IV. 

p. 99 *~S 9 +- , „ 

$ Some interpret this of a corrupted language or jargon 
of pare Htbr&w pari Effltu ta idiom, fuch as was aimoft 
tnintcUigible, 
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Sect. 6i. 



Psalm 

haxi. 6. 




By my own efficiency or fu- 
perior power I removed their 
opprefied ffioulders from the 
intolerable burdens, their un¬ 
relenting tafk-mafters had 
long impofed upon them: their 
hands were entirely free’d 
from the galling drudgery of 
carrying the labourers bafkets. 

Under peculiar neceffities 
and diftrefles, you only aflced 
my kind affiftance and it was 
granted, you were inftantly 
extricated from them* you 
invoked my prote&ion and 
condudt, I anfwered by that 
raoft black and dark cloud, 
the repofitory of my thunder, 
which guided your marches 
and ftruck terror into your 
enemies: for a ffiort feafon I 
exercifed your patience, but 
I fetched you dreams of 
water out of the rock at 

Meribab . 

O my beloved people, 
lerioufly attend, and I will 
fblemnly declare or proted 
unto you maxims of true in- 
ftru&ion and the mod inte- 


6. I removed hi* 
fhoulder from the 
burden: his hands 
were delivered from 
the w poti. 


7. Thou calledft 
in trouble, and I 
delivered thee: I 
anfwered thee in the 
fecret place of * 
thunder: I proved 
thee at the waters 
of Meribah. Selah. 


8. Hear, 0 my 
people, and I will 
teilify unto thee: O 
Ifrael, if thou wilt 
hearken unto me; 


w Pots , the bafkets or panniers in which they carried 
the clay or bricks. 

x Thunder, is not improbably underflood of the terrible 
thunderings and lightnings at Sinai, and by delivering, 
relieving the people from this fear. See Exod. xx. 18. 
Deut. v. 5. 23. Heb. xii. 19. it has been rendered, out of 
the fecret place , i. e heaven, rxith er lj thunder. 



I * 


9. There fhall no 
ftrange God be in 
thee; neither fhalt 
thou worfhip any 
ilrange God. 


Book of Ps A L M St 3%1 

refting important adrncfni- Sect. 61. 
tion: O ye defcendants from 
* the faithful Ifrael that I could g. 
hope you would digeft and 
obferve my lectures. 

, In order that I may be the 9 
foie objeft of your facred con¬ 
fidence, and ever ready to 
defend you, it is abfolute ne- 
cefiary and what I do in- 
difpenfably require, that an 
heathen idol fhall never be 


found amongft you: all com¬ 
munication with thofe falfe 


* 


10. IawtheLoRD 
thy God, which 
brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, 
open thy mouth 
wide, and I will 
fill it. 


objects of homage mud be 
utterly renounced, neither 
are you allowed to introduce 
into my worfhip novel rites 
or foreign cuftoms. 

a Tis my prerogative to be 10 
independent and alhprefiding: 
and alone I have appeared a- 
dequate to all purpofes of 
Deity refpefting you, when 
I accomplifhed your deliver¬ 


ance from a moft miferable 
, bondage in the land of Egypt: 
I am ftill able to protedl and 
defend you: acknowledge 
that I am, and uniformly 
obey my laws, then enlarge 
your defires and I will gra¬ 
tify them, multiply your pe* 
titions and I will affuredly 
grant them. 
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Imi.n. 





But as if I was either un¬ 
able or unwilling to do it* 
my people have been deaf to 
my kindefl* advices: and the 
children of Ifrad refuted me 
their content to govern them, 
carried it with 1'uch remark¬ 
able deficiency of filial duty* 
that they could not co'nfiftent- 
ty expeCt my paternal care. 

Being thus highly impru¬ 
dent undutiful and intracta¬ 
ble, though with reluCtance 
and after long forbearance, I 
deferted and abandoned them 
a prey to their own inordinate 
paffions and appetites: and 
they purfued the dictates of 
their own frivolous inventi¬ 
ons ind extravagant devices. 

How eameftly could I 
have wilhed, that my be¬ 
loved people had but dili* 
gendy attended to my Tacred 
inftruClions; and the pofterity 
of my fincere fervant Ifr&tl 
uniformly obferved the laws 
I have given them. 

No enemies ftiould ever 
have rifen, that I would not 
early have reduced to the 
loweft: ftate of fubjeCtion: 
and inftead of correcting them 
with my judgments, directed 
the fevereft of them againft 
their adversaries 


11. But my peo¬ 
ple would not heark¬ 
en to my voice: and 
Ifrael would none 
of me. 


12. So I gave 
them up unto their 
own hearts luft : and 
they walked in their 
own counfels. 


13. O that tny 
people had hearken¬ 
ed unto rtie, v> n 
Ifrael had walked 
in my ways \ 


14. I ihould foon 
have fubdued their 
enemies, and turned 
my hand again# 
their adversaries. 


Rebels 



Btok of £ s A L M :S. 



The haters of 
the Lord ihouldhave 
fubmitted them- 
felvesunto him: but 
their time ftouJd 
have endured for 
ever, 


Rebels agatnftjroy tightfulS^cr.^. 

authority aad ^vaeares 

idols, lbould at lead lb®ve 
mad? frigned fubmiffions; 
and attempted nothing fur¬ 
ther to prejudice the friends 
of true religion: but their 
happy opportunities of the 
ndbleft improvement, and 
growing prosperity Should 
have been fecured and perpe¬ 
tuated to them. 


16. He fhoniJ h*ve A mpft bountiful provi- 16 
fed them atta with denee would have amffly fup- 
tht fmcfr oi the y p]; c( ] them with alii things 

honey out of the neeeflary and convement : the 
rock, Uiould H have fineft wheat Jhould have a- 
utwhad ibee. donned their common tables; 

and the richeft honey to fa- 
tiety, flowed for them out of 
fib 2 holes 


v Corn, wine and oil, with milk and honey vvere.tbe 
food and chief dainties .of the early jLges* T'hefe wore 
actually the produce of this country, asithey might be kill 
in the greateft plenty by proper care and cultivation. 

Their rocks and hills were anciently cohered with ,«ar|h 
and cultivated, whence they afforded a larger fpace of 
ground for cultivation, than if the country was level, .for 

chi* purpofe they gathered up the fttmes, and pJaoed'tbera 
in feyetal lines, along the Tides of mountains, in:tboform 
of wnll% and by tliefe borders fupported the mould Tropi 
tumbling, or being walhed down, forming many beds of 
excellent foil gradually rifing one above another,,from the 
bottom to the top of the mountains; .aTofm of culture of 
which evident foot Tie ps ate to be Teen in.all the mountains 
of Pahfline; and ,there is fio.place upon/rarth more fruit¬ 
ful, even at prefect, than the ,plain country and valleys 
cither for the ( produdliofi of corn or of paflurage for cattle. 
See Staiv’s 7 ra\ th t find ftfaurrfreji's journey from Jltppo 
to > 
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Sect. 61. holes where bees have bred 

and fwarmed in the flinty 
rock. 



Psalm 
ixxxi. 16 . 


PSALM LXXXII. 


God the fupreme "Judge . The corruption of men 
in authority . Juftice recommended to them , and 
a due regard to the poor and defolate . The 
neglect of them the bane of government . The 
mojl illujlrious of men only mortals . The Al¬ 
mighty addreffed to rife up in Judgment . A pfalm 
of Afaph. 


Sect. 6i. 



Psalm 

lxxxii. 


i. 


Psalm lxxxii. i. 

HE Infinite God in- 
fpefts and prefides over 
the molt auguft afiemblies of 

earthly 



Psalm lxxxii. i. 

» 

G O D ftandcth 
in the congre¬ 
gation of the migh¬ 
ty : he judgeth a- 
mong the L gods. 


* God, faith the great Sir I/aac Nenxtcn t is a relative 
word, and has refpeft to fervants. And Deity is the do¬ 
minion of God, not over his own body, as thofe imagine 
who fancy God to be the foul of the world, but over fer- 
vants.— A Being however perfeft, without dominion can¬ 
not be faid to be Lord God. Dr Pocock derives the Latin 
word Deut from the Arab. Du [in the oblique cafe Z)x] 
which fignifies Lord. In this fenfe princes are called 
Gods. Mofes is ftiled a God to his brother Aaron and to 
Pharaoh , Exod. iv. 16. vii. 8. And in the fame lenfe the 
fouls of dead princes were formerly by the heathens called 
gods, but falfely becaufe of their want of dominion. The 
following lines may not be unentertaining to the poetick 
reader. 

The vulgar call us gods, and fondly think 
That kings are caft in more than mortal moulds: 
Alas! they little know that when the mind 
Is cloy’d with pomp, our talle is pall’d to joy ; 

But grows more fcnfible of grief or pain. 

The ftupid peafant, with as quick a fenfe, 

Knjoys the fragrance of the rofe as I ; 

And’his rough hand is proof againll the thorn, 

Which 
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2. How long will 
ye judge unjuflly, 
and accept the per¬ 
sons of the wicked ? 
Sclah. 


Defend the 
poor and fatherlefs: 
do jiillice to the af- 
iiided and needy. 
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f U - Sect. 6i. 


earthly magiftracy: as 
preme Lord and unerring, 

* J , ^ 1 • ■ rSALM 

judge he takes certain cogm- y xxxiu It 
zance, how affairs are managed 
under the direction or ad- 
miniftration, of the greateft 
Lords of this fublunary 
world. 

Withthefulleftconviftions a 

of this, how long will you 
continue under various pre¬ 
texts to/pronounce unrigh¬ 
teous fentences, or pafs judg¬ 
ments that are utterly unfair; 
and from fecular confidera- 
tions fpare the difturbers of 
fociety and enemies of man¬ 
kind. 

As juftice and your impor- 3 
tant office require, do you 
whoever, prejudices them; 
protect and defend the poor 
the fatherlefs and friendlefs: 
acquit from injurious charges, 
reftore their rights and pro¬ 
perties to people unjuftly 


Bb 


3 


ftript 


Which rankling in my tender fkin, would feem 
A viper’s tooth., O blifsful poverty ! 

Nature too partial to thy lot alligns 
Health, freedom, innocence and downy peace 
Her real goods; and only mocks the great. 
With empty pageantries. 

.-— When life or death 

Becomes the queflion, all diftinftions vanifli; 
Then the firft monarch, and the lowed Have 
On the fame level ftand, in this the Tons 
Of nature equal all — -; 
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Sect, 6 ti ftnptof them, and quite funk 

vexation and anxiety. 

* J AL ^ Place in a ftate of liberty 
U fecurijiy and happinefs de¬ 
cayed and neceffttous fami¬ 
lies, who fdlicit your kind 
affiftance: deliver them from 


the power of wretches who 
make na difference betwixt 


right and wrong, good and 
evil* 


5 This is very plainly the 
authority magiftrates ought 
to exert and their peculiar 
province and duty ; but it is 
equally plain that they do 
not attend to it ; they will 
not form right judgments: 
they proceed and perfift in 
the greaceft obfcurity of Vo¬ 
luntary ignorance and vicious 
cbftinate error: by perplexing 
and confounding things and 
the utter fubverfion of all 


truth and good faith, the 
whole government of the na¬ 
tion is out of its proper courfe* 
and in the utmoft danger of 
being totally fubverted. 

6 ] have appointed you, faith 

the Almighty, to a ftation of 
dominion and authority: by 
your commidion you are a 
kind of guardian-angels as 
to the liberties and privi¬ 
leges, rights and lives of your 
fellow creature?. 

B \j : 


on the 


4. Deliver the. 
poor and needy: rid 
them out of the hand 
of the wicked. 


5. They know 
not, neither will they 
underftand : they 

walk on in darknefs: 
all the foundations 
of the earth are out 
of courfe. 


6 . I have faid, ye 
nn’gods: and :dl o- 1 
you at? children yf 

the itioft High. 



r 
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7. But yc ftiaJIdie 
like men, and fall 
like one of the a 

princes. 


But you are not therefore Sect. 61. 
exempt from the jlrok* of 
mortality common to all men * 1 
nor from fuddenly falling by 
the unfparing fword; as your 
foperiqrs even the greatelb 
potentates of this world have 
often done before you: when) 
all the fpjendour will be va- 
nifhedv but the account to be 


8 . Arife, O God, 
judge the earth : for 
thou (halt inherit all 
cations. 


given remain* 

Arife, eternal God, from thy .8 
gloriputi tribunal of impartial . 
judgment, and pronounce de-. 
finitive leniences upon all the 

multiplied inhabitants of thin 
earthly ftate:, for not' only 
fyaelitifh people, but a)} kin¬ 
dreds and nations are govern¬ 
ed by thy providence^ and 
Cubjeft to be determined of 
by thy laft grand decifion. 


PSALM LXXXIII. SECT. LXII. 

- i _ • v 

AdJrefs to the Almighty for fuccour againfi a hid¬ 
den and violent incurjion of enemies . $be\r pre¬ 
vailing power , deep counfels y and formidable 
Jtrong confederacy. Dejlruflien fuch as bad be- x 
fallen former adverfar'tes imprecated on them « A 
fong or pfalm of Ajaph, The occafim y ps is 
fuppofedy the general confederacy .entered into 
eigainjt Jehofhaphat, 2Chron. xxl 

Ps a l m lxxxiii. i. Psalm lxxxiii. r, 


K eep rot thou 

filence, OGod: 
hold not thy peace, 

and 


W HEN out emergen- Sect.6*. 

cies are fo extraordi- 

Psalm 

^ ^ 4 lxxxiii. 1 . 


3 Some interpret like one of the tyrants and fcoutgr? of 
mankind, 



376 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 62. nary, do not thou, Almigh- and be not ft ill, O 

ty Being, obferve a filence God * 

J ' k , e , thac ke P tin the grave: 
hold not thy peace refpecling 
our diftrefies as one fmitten 
upon the tongue or corrupted 
with a bribe: nor be thou, 
eternal God, in the hurry of 
our affairs to deftruftion, as 
inactive and motionlefs as the 


ftilleft waters or the ftanding 

cite thee to a fpeedy and 
powerful interpofition if not 
our* prefent circumftances; 
wherein thine enemies have 


pools. 

For what fhould 'ever ex- 


2, For lo, thine 
enemies make a 

■ 

tumult: and" they’ 
that hate thee have 
lift up the head. 


, with the utmoft tumult and 
outrage invaded us? and they 
that prefer an image or idol 
before the true God, fo 
vifibly prevail as to threaten 
to bear down all oppofition. 
3 ‘Their counfels are deep 
and their meafures moft art- 

T 

fully concerted in order to 
deftroy thy beloved people; 
they have formed wicked de- 
figns, which' are • ripe for 
the moft cruel execution a- 

' r „ • • 

gainftthofewhoufed to beun- 

der 


3. They have 
taken crafty coun* 
fel againft thy peo¬ 
ple, and confulted 
againft ;hy b hidden 
ones. 



* HtWJta, fome interpret Of the' temple and fanda ary 
which they meant to plunder an$l ravage: however it is 
the fame word which in the next Ver. is rendered cut 
a beauty in the original which I have endeavoured to pre- 
ferve in the paraphrase. 



Book 


4.They havefaid, 
come, and let us cut 
them off from being 
a nation: that the 
name of Ifrael may 
be no more in re¬ 
membrance. 

m 


5. For they have 
confultcd together 
with one confent: 

they are confederate 
again!! thee. 


6. The tabernacles 
of Edom, and the 
Ilhmaelites: of Mo- 
ab, and the Haga- 
rencs. 


7. Gebal, and 
Ammon, and Ama- 
]ek, the FhiliHines, 
with the inhabitants 
of Tyre. 

8. Aflur alfo is 
joined with them: 
they have holpen 

the 


of Psalms. 



derthy protection, and to be re- SecV* 6z, 
garded as thy hiddentreafure. 1 

Their refolution and their lxxxiii.^, 
language has been,— come 4. 
on to vigorous a&ion, and 
let us extinguifh their name, 
and utterly iubvert their civil 
conftitution, that they never 
more be reputed a nation or 
kingdom, 

This dreadful fcheme is 5 
the'effeft of mature delibera¬ 


tion, unanimity, and a folemn 
covenant, entered into by dif¬ 
ferent powers; not only to 
work our rum, but extirpate 
thy temple and true religion. 

The ftrong alfociation and 6 
formidable army confifts of 
Idutmeans and IJhmaelites or 
Arabians: of Moabites and 


the pofterity of Abraham by 
Keturaby or Hagary even 
other Arabians who have 


joined the IJhmaelites . 

The inhabitants of the city 7 
Gebal in Phoenicia , and the 
Ammonites , AmalekiteSy Phi - 
lijlinesy with thofe former 
allies of ours the ‘Tyrians . 

The AJfyrians alfo ' if not 8 
principals in the war, yet 

furnifh 


* I 

* Literally they have cut off a covenant in all a{ion to the 
ancient rite of cutting a facrificed bullock in twain, laying 
the parts on each fide at a diftance, by way of folemnly 
confirming a mutual compact or agreement, Gen. 9, 
10, 17. Jer, xxxiv. 18, 19. 
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Sict+jSz. furnifh fubfidies for its pro- 
^ — ' fecution: they have undouht- 

Lentil), cdty difpatched fuccoure,or 

auxiliaries to ftrengthen the 
Moabites and Ammonites. 

9 Bring defeat confuOon and 
perdition upon them, as thou 
didft formerly by Gideon up¬ 
on the Midianites: as to Sijera 
the general, and Jabin the 
king of the Cana unites , by 
Deborah and Barak in the 
valley or near the brook Kifon. 

10 Who met with a com¬ 
plete overthrow and dreadful 
(laughter, in the country of 
End or near Tanaatb and Me- 
giddo* w where the battle was 
fought, and where their dead 
bodies lay in heaps like com- 
poft or dunghils to fatten 
the earth. 

i * Let the fatal end of their 
princes reiemble that of the 
two great Midianites Qreb 
and Zeeb^ who were taken 
and flain: yea, the certain 
cleftruftion of all their chiefs 
be like that of the two kings 
of Midi oil, Zebab and Zai- 
•*nunna who fled, were taken 
prilbners and fell by the fword 
of the Lord and of Gideon . 

The exprefs language of 

whofe hortile proceedings, 

with 


the children of Lor. 
belah. 


9. Do onto them 
as unto the Midiau- 
ires: as to Sifcra, 
as to Jabm, at th# 
brook of Ktfoa: 


to. Whhb perish¬ 
ed at Endor: they 
became as dung for 
the earth. 


if. Make their 
nobles like Oreb, 
and like Ze. h: yea, 
all their princes as 

d Zebah and Zal- 
munna. 


12. Who faid, let 
us take to ourfelves 

the 
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tile c houfes of God 

in polidJioo. 


379- 

herds Sb-ct. 62* 



with the flocks and 
they have brought along with 
them is, let us make ©urfclves , * V 

/\ 1 • g- *1 IXXX11L I## 

waiters ot this fertile courv- 
try *, and fettle ourfelves in 


13 . O my God, 
make therm like a f 
w hed : as die babble 
before the wind. 


♦ 


thefe plealant places, appro¬ 
priated by Almighty God to 
his beloved people. 

Eternal and unchangeable '3 
Got*, who haft determined 
our habitation here, do thou 
h> repeated violent attacks* 
as the wheel thralhe* the 
/heaves and breaks the ft raw* 
afufti and beat them to pie¬ 
ces : let them be fcattered 
abroad, &fr the ftubble chaff 


i As dffe*fire 
buwetb the wood, 
and as the fhime Pet- 

mb the mountain* 
oti fire; 


W dufl in, winnowing, isdif- 
perfed before tjhe wind, ; 

As Che fire kindled pn or 
near the thre/hing ftoor foon 
confumes them: and as the 
pointed flame in fomeemineitt 
place rifes to the utmoft ve¬ 
hemence till it has burnt them 
to allies 1 




• Houfes of God, fame render, fields of the dtfitt^ or faf 
turn of the nuildumefs , at the ^-uooommortiy ftiled all land 
defeat ot moiIdetneft vhat.wfis Untilled. 

f Some render, like a wheel down a hill which roll* 
with the grearafl: precipitancy. r/totes and chaffs 

Other* thrtfhiHg *wbie/s. 

s Some unduriband this of another fimile in whioh thorny 
briars, btc. are burnt; iikewii'e heath and Ihrubs on the 
mountains ; but a judicious Critick whom I follow, of burn* 
ing the ftubble and chaff. The paraphrafo on the ver. fol¬ 
lowing w ill connett wiflh, and the fenfe be preferved in 
either interpretation. See Hammond in Loc. 
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)xxxi;i.i5. 


So let thy judgments per- 
lue as a driving totting whirl¬ 
wind ; and as a Hidden and 
fweeping hurricane throw 
them into the utmoft con- 


15. So perfecote 

them with thy tem¬ 
ped, and make them 
afraid with thy 
florin. 


Vernation hurry and con- 
fufion. 

16 As the Hand ingcorn through 
an extreme drought ineft of 
feafon is contracted and fhri- 
velled, fill their faces ith 
ignominy and meannefs: that 
they may hereafter aft with' 
more piety and humanity: 
endeavour to uhderftand, O 
Immutable and EternalGoD, 
thy perfections* and provi¬ 
dence, and conform to the 
laws of true religion. 

17 Or if they are too degene¬ 
rate and favage to be con¬ 
verted. Let them be totally 
frultrated in their defigns and 
expectations, and fuddenly 
feized with the mod terrible 
alarming fears and panicks: 
bring the greateft reproach 
upon them and complete 
deftruCtion. 

*8 That in thefe exemplary 
punifhments there may be 
exhibited {landing admoni¬ 
tions ; and by means of them 
all men may be led to ac¬ 
knowledge, that thou truly 
art what thy name Jehovah 

imports. 


t6. Fill their faces 
with fhame: that 

they may feek thy 
name, Q Lord. 


17; Let them 
be confounded and 

troubled for ever: 

- • - « 

yea, let them be put 
to fhame, and perilh. 


18. That men may 
know, that thou 
whofe name alone 
//Jehovah ; art the 
. mod high over ill 
the earth. 


/~ 
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imports, the felf-exiftent and Sect, fa 
iupreme Being, independent 

in thy perfection and univer- XicxxiiLx-6, 
fal in thy dominion. 


PSALM LXXXIV; SECT. LXIII. 

The beauty and excellence of the tabernacle. Pa- 
the tick warm defires exprejfed to be prefcnt tn 
that holy place . The peculiar happinefs of con- 
flan ty reflding there: Next to that y of vifits 
thereto at the appointed folemnities. Prayer 
for opportunities of this kind: and the certainty, 
of the divine favour to tbofe who confcien- 
tioufly and uprightly obferved them . Directed 
to the majter of mufuk to be performed on the 
gath inftrument ; or to the tune Gittith or 
wine prefs. A pfalm for the defendants of 
Korah. The occafion involuntary abfence from 
publick focial worjhip: and fome fuppofe penned 
by David when he fled from Abfalom. 


Psalm ixxxiv. 1. 

H O W amiable 
are thy taber¬ 
nacles, OLorp of 
ho lb! 


z. My foul Jong- 
eth, yea, even faint- 
eth for the courts 
of the Lord : my 
heart and my flefh k 

criech 


Ps A LM 1XXX1V. I. 

L ORD of ' earth and Sect ' 63 
heaven, how pleafingly 'T 
awful and ineftimably de-| xxxiv . 
Arable is that facred houfe, 
where the fymbols of thy 
prefence are kept, and the 
folemnities of thy worfhip 
duly performed! 

Having formerly enjoyed 2 
the unfpeakable privilege, I 
am,in the utmolt unealinels 
and my fpiritsquiteexhaufted, 

with 


h Crictb cut, an alluRon as is fuppofed to the jubilation 
or the Ihout with which they went up to the feaft at 'jeru- 
falem . 1 K 
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F&ulm 

tittiv. a 


ii cT.^z.-mth impatient longing 

pe&ations for the happy time, 
when I fhall be reftored to 
the blefled courts of God^s 
tabernacle : as in the greatefl 
agony and mifery, all that is 
within me utters the Joudeil 


cricth out for the 
living God. 


oat-cries, for a return of op¬ 
portunities to pay my publick 
devotions to the living and 
true G od . 

3 This fad exile debars me 
of what is not denied to the 
fowls of the air— the fparrow 
finds fufficient room for an 
habitation: and the fwallow 
convenient fpace for building 
a fecure neft: laying her eggs 
^and hatching her young, in 
buildings about the altars,, 
where, Lord of all worlds, 
my ruler and preferver, afts 
of facred worlhip are daily 
performed. 

4 Peculiarly happy muft be 
their lituation, who as thy 
domeftick fervants con dandy 
attend on or perpetually re- 

fide 


3 . Yea, the ’ 

fparrow hath found 
an houfe, and the 
fwallow a neft for 
herfelf, where fhe 
may lay her young, 
even thine * altars, 
O Lord of hofts, 
xuy king and my 
God. 


4. Blefled^rc they 
that dwell in thy 
houle : they will be 
Itill prailing thee. 
Selah. 


» Sparrcw, the original fignifies any bird or fowl: and 
■fv: allow according to Bocbart the ring dove or at*/ con ; 
which flies very fwiftly, and fometimes makes it’s neft 4n 
high buildings. 

* It has been ob(erred, by Mede, Ignatius and others, 
that birds did not build in the roof of that part of the tem¬ 
ple* where the altar of incenfe flood, vrs. juft before the 
v.-il t Exod, xxx. 6. but in the trees which ,gcew in the in- 
nmnofl court, where the altar of burpt-ofleringi flood* 
z !Gm> xvi ia. F/dl. xcii n, 12. 



BlefTed is the 
man whofe ftrengfh 
is in thee: in whofe 
hearts are (he ways 

of 4 hem. 
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fide in thy blefled tabcnrade^ 
their •whole time will he de¬ 
voted to celebrate thy ptt- 
fedtion and providence, 
be Next to them, in a truly 
^ agreeable delightful ftatif, 
y S wherever his dwelling, is that 
man, who confides in thy 


3 *s 



power and goodnefs and en¬ 
joys thy proreftton : who has 
it truly at heart, upon every 


returning Festival, to provide 
the diftant tribes wkh Kbit- 


able roads and accompany 
them in their journeys to 
Jerufnirm. 

6 . Who parting Who chearfully leave all 6 

through the 1 valley their worldly cares, and ft eft 
wellTiheTain aHb difcouragetl -with what ufeti 

hHwh the pools. to be the m 6 ft incommodious 

part of the way, travel on a' 
railed firm path through tbt 
flrrubby tough valley ot Bata ; 
the water being drained into 

onfe 


1 Some render the tnoift and weeping, or the mu&erfy 
valley, which they drain and put (he waters mcoa. regular 
courfc, even where the rain covers the pools. 

Schmidt ui interprets the Lift clanfe etirrm betrtdi&on?bd9 
operiet fe Dottor. evsn Month lis clrffhed Vvirhpanid*. 

And explains the whole p.fttge. “ fclow in^ppy fhfe m*n 
“ that feels himfelf invigorated by tbee; that travels the 
•* roads that lead to fernf item vvkh lull bent of heart ! he 
" goes through the vrrftey AK Jktcn&% *fuH cF fprtit as If it 
“ was chearcd with a fouwociifc ttf cufflctv fils! Jtftxdb toiif 
u it was filled with dolicjous ponds; [two defolate places 
<f he fuppofes, through which the road lay] he grow? 

*s he walks; he Bj*po&r* before ttiod in 7:frn" 
Some render, fht xf GUIs fiwitie c* cOe 

•f them. 
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Sect. 62. one courfe, or deep pits being 

dug to hold it; the rain alfo 
filleth the pools or largeft 
* ’ citterns, with fufficient plenty 
of this fingular blefllng, to 
quench their thirft and bathe 
their bodies. 

7 As they proceed they grow 
ftronger and ftronger: and 
at length make a refpeftable 
honourable appearance before 
an Infinite Being in his fanc- 
tuary on mount Zion . 

S Mott gracious Sovereign, 
regard my humble earneft 
fupplications: vouchfafe an 
attentive ear and an efficaci¬ 
ous anfwer, O thou efpecial 
defender and only God of 
the defendants of Jacob. 

9 King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, be peculiar regard¬ 
ful of the head of our com¬ 
munity ; vouchfafe him thy 
conftant protection, upon 
whom under thee our pro- 
fperity depends; preferve him 
from dangers, and favour all 
his laudable defigns, whom 
thy providence hath exalted 
to this important ftation. 

10 Above all things reftore 
him to the enjoyment of 
religious privileges, and truly 

the 


7. They go from 
ftrength to ftrength, 

every one cf them in 
Zion appcareth be¬ 
fore God. 


8. O Lord God 
of hofts, hear my 
prayer: give ear, O 
God of Jacob. Sc- 
lah. 


9,Behold, O God, 
our fhield, and look 
upon the face of 
thine anointed. 


to. For a day in 
thy courts is better 
than a thoufand: I 
had rather be a m 

door- 


m The LXX. and Targum feem to underftand this not 
of the office of the A 'ethinim or door keepers, that were ad- 

' * I 

mitted 

• i 
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door keeper in the 
houfe of my Grod, 
th:in to dwell in the 
tents of widtednefs. 


the mod momentous advari-SECT. 62* 

tages: Indeed I do fo edeem 


I I 1 & J ALin 

them, and prefer one day lxxxiv. io. 
devoted to the fervices of 


thy fan&uary, before a thou- 
fand fpent in any imaginable 
condition of abfence from 


them: and fhould rather 


choofe in the mod neglected 
abjeft date to lie at the 
threfhold, gate, or entrance 
of God’s palace; than to be 
carefled by the perfons, and 
honoured with a feat in the 


11.For the Lord 
God is a fun and 
lhield; the Lord 
will give grace and 
glory ; no goo drying 
will he n withhold 
from them that walk 
uprightly. 


mod magnificent pavilions 
of worldly men or the wick¬ 
ed great. 

For by the light of his 11 
truth the Lord God is our 
condant guide to folid hap- 
pinefs, and by his power and 
providence our certain guard 
from danger: the everlading 
God will infallibly (hew the 
kinded affeftion to his faith¬ 


ful worfhippers, and exalt 
them to the highcd dignity : 
nothing that is fitting accept- 


mitted in; but of the condition of the Lazars or vileft per- 
foos that were tout out, or only allowed to lie and beg 
mercy at the entrance. 

n Withhold^ an elegant figure of fpeech where more is 
intended than exprefled. Literally, he *vuill not pop any 
good that is approaching them. He will be fo far from re¬ 
tarding the progrefs, that he will urge forward, give the 
fwifcelt wings, or quickeft difpii^h ro all ingredients of 
earthly happinefs for men of integrity. 

Vol. III. Cc 


able 
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Sect. 86 . able and beneficial, or that 

f * 

can conftitute true and lading 
ljfi. felicity, will he refufe to or de¬ 
tain from them, who pay 
him rational and unfeigned 
homage; and in all refpefts 
a£t up to the rules of an in¬ 
violable integrity. 

Truly blefled and com¬ 
pletely happy. Almighty and 
immutable God, is the wife 
and good man, who in the 
ftedfaft obedience of thy laws 
fecures thy never failing re¬ 
gard and protection. 


12 


iz. O Lord of 
hofts, blefled is the 
man tbt trufteth ii 
thee. 


PSALM LXXXV. 

Peculiar national favours acknowledged . Further 
mercies implored . Expectations grounded on the 

divine goodnefs and faithfulnefs , of profperity 
and the mofi diftinguifhing bleffings . A pfalm 
or hymn directed to the majter of mufick to be 
performed by the pofterity of Korah. The occa - 
fion is fuppofed to be the reft oration of the Jews 
from the Babylonifh captivity . 


Psalm lxxxv. x. 


Sect. 62. T\ /TOST gracious and 

^ y ever-blefied God, thou 

Psalm haft fhewed favour and mercy 
lxxxv X * 

unto thy own dear country: 
thou haft repaired the ruined 
fortunes, reverfed the heavy 
calamities and fufferings of the 
exiled defcendants of Jacob y 

and 


Psalm lxxxv. 1. 


L ord, thou 

haft been fa¬ 
vourable unto thy 
land: thou haft 

brought back the 
captivity of Jacob. 
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1. Thou haft • 
Forgiven the iniquity 
of thy people, thou 
haft covered all their 
iin. Selah. 


and reftored them totheland Sect. 62. 
thou promifcdft to their fore- 

fathers. ixxxv,i« 

Thau haft in a great mea- a 

fure caufed the punilhments 

and mifchiefs brought upon 

thy people for their iniquities 

to ceafe; thou haft pardoned* 

and buried in everlafting 

oblivion all their numberlefs 


3. Thou haft taken 
away all chy <vrath : 
thou haft turned thy - 
ftlf from the fierce- 
tocft of thine anger. 


4. Turn us, O 
God of our falva- 
tion, and caufe thine 
anger towards us to 
ceafe. 


5. Wilt thou be 

angry with us for 
ever f wilt thou 

draw 


errors and tranfgreftions. 

As it were collefting them* 3 
thou at once haft removed tp 
the greateft diftance all thy 
defolating providences: thou 
haft turned them that threat¬ 
ened, into a quite different 
direftioo \ or made the moft 
grievous and in fupportable 
of them wholly to ceafe, as 
if they were difannulled or 
had never exifted. 

Good God, who haft mer -4 
cifully free’d us from a moft 
galling yoke of tedious cap¬ 
tivity, reftore us in all re- 
fpefts to our former happy 
ftate: and fo entirely abolilb 
all refentment, that not the 
k.aft mark or fign thereof 
may remain. 

Whatever theoffenceshave 5 
been that thou haft ieen juft 

C _c 2 reafon 



0 Literally, thou hajbffetd up, bore and carried away 
fht iniquity, in allufion pf#&jrbly to the fcape goat. 
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Sect. 6z. reafon to punifh, is it pofliblc 

thou Ihouldft always give 
I tokens of thy difpleafure? 

Wilt thou continue to all ge¬ 
nerations calamities, which 
are expreffive of an inexorable 
wrath; and that tend to our 
deftruftion ? 

6 After our humiliation to 
the very duft, wilt thou not 
in mercy reftore us to frefh 
life and vigour; that thy peo¬ 
ple may congratulate them- 
felves upon their peculiar re¬ 
lation to thee, and celebrate 
thy loving-kindnefs? 

7 Infinitely goodGoD, make 
us inftances to our entire 
fatisfa&ion, of thy extraor¬ 
dinary clemency and bene¬ 
ficence ; and gracioufly fi- 
tuate us in comfortable and 
profperous circumftances. 

8 I am folicitous to be ac¬ 
quainted what a mod con- 
defcending and compafiionate 
God and Father will declare 
concerning us; or what is 
fairly deducible from his per¬ 
fections and the relation he 
ftands in to us: which will 
doubtlefs be peace and the 

aflurance 


$ draw out thine 
anger to all gene¬ 
rations ? 


6. Wilt thou rot 
revive us again; that 
thy people may re¬ 
joice in thee? 


7. Shew us thy 
mercy, O Lord, 
and grant us thy 
falvation. 


8. I will hear 
what God the Lord 
will fpeak: for he 
will fpeak peace un¬ 
to his people, and to 
his faints: but let 
them not turn again 
to folly. 


§ Draw, figurative expreflion taken from the bands or 
traces in which cattle are yoked : thus it is remarked on, 
'Job xxxviii. 31. That winter feems drawing the flowers, 
verdure and all the bounties and pleafures of fpring and 
fummer to deflruflion. 
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9. Surely his fal- 
vation is nigh them 
that fear him; that 
glory may dwell in 
our land. 


jo. Mercy and 
truth are met to¬ 
gether; righteouf- 
nels and peace have 
ki/Ted each other. 


11. Truth (hall 
fpring out of the 
earth; and righ- 

teoulnefs 


of Psalms. 

aflliranee of all happinefs to Sect 
his beloved people, and to 
all good and pious men: up- j xxx * 
on this eafy and reafonable 
condition, that notwithftand- 
ing they have too often done 
it, they never more do re- 
lapfe-, or are again charge¬ 
able with foolifhnefs, impiety 
and wickednefs. 

It may be fully depended 9 
on, that their hopes are not 
in vain, but his time of com¬ 
plete deliverance is every 
day and hour coming nearer 
and nearer them that maintain 
a religious virtuous charac¬ 
ter j that wealth and power 
dignity and authority, may 
again take up their refidence 
in our late abandoned and de^ 
folate now reftored and hap¬ 
py land. 

The performance of pro-10 
mifes or grant of all favours 
on God’s part will be pro¬ 
portionable to the qualifica¬ 
tion on ours: his mercy will 
be conformable to the degrees 
of our truth and fidelity-, and 
righteoufnefs in our courfes, 
be infallibly anfwered with 
regard and felicity in his 
difpenfations. 

A general reformation (hall 11 
prevail, and the fincerity of 

Cc 3 virtue 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 62 



Psalm 
lxxxv.11. 


virtue grow in the proper 
foil of good hearts to daily 
greater ftrength and perfec¬ 
tion; and the divine benigni¬ 
ty, like the fhining fun, fhall 
lhed its influences on all the 


teoufnefs (hall look 
down from heaven. 


produ&ions of the earth, 
whofe fertility fhall fheft the 
truth and reality of God’s 
promifed blefling. 

12 Yea, the all-powerful and 
moft bountiful God fhall 
vouchfafe a regular and honeft 
induftry every thing that is 
truly beneficial or defirable: 
and in the moft agreeable 
pleafing manner our land fhall 
produce an abundant fuften- 
ance both for mah and beaft. 

13 We fhall walk before him 
in the fincerity of our obe¬ 
dience; and this will place 
us in the good way where he 
makes the moft ample and 
liberal returns of mercy and 
favour: or univerfal righ- 

s D 

teoufnefs is falling in with 
the courfe of providence, and 
proceeding in that very path 
which he himfelf is pleafed to 
walk in and to ftrew with 
bleflings. 


12. Yea, theL< 5 RB 
fhall give that which 
is good: and our 
land fhall yield her 
increafe. 


13. Righteoufnefs 
fhall go before him: 
and fhall fet us in 
the way of his fteps. 


PSALM 
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PSALM LXXXVI. SECT. LXIII. 

Peculiar necefflty , entire confidence and conftant 
ft'application , with the divine everlafting good - 
nefsy pathetically urged in order to procure fa¬ 
vour and mercy . The Almighty Being fupreme 
and unrivalled in all perfection. To be acknow¬ 
ledged and obeyed by all nations for his wondrous 
works. His facred teaching requefted. Grati¬ 
tude expreffed. Protection and compajfwn earneft - 
ly implored. An affectionate arbitrating addrefs , 
cr pleading tender application of David : as is 
fuppofedy when he was under affliction dnd per - 
fecution , either frem Saul or AbfalOm. 


Psa^m Ixxxvi. i. 


B OW down thine 
ear, O Lord, 
hear me : for I am 
poor and needy. 


2. Preferve my 
life, for I am holy : 
O thou my God 
fave thy fervant, that 
trufleth in thee. 


Psalm Ixxxvi. i. 


O r Thou fupremely great Sect. 63. 

‘ and good Being, 
whpfe juft eftimate innocenti xxxv j. lm 
affliction is a powerful re¬ 
commendation and virtuous 
mifery truly facred * now lend 
a kind ear and vouchfafe a 
mod gracious anfwer to me, 
for I am extremely necef- 
fitous and diftrefied. 

ProteCt and blefs me, O 2 
thou God of Ifrael , for I am 
of the number of thole cir- 
cumcifed defeendants of faith¬ 
ful Abraham , who worfhip 
and ferve thee, and whom 
thou haft promifed to have . 
under thy efpecial protection; 

I call upon thee ai my God, 
and befeech thee to preferve 
Cc 4 thy 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect 64 thy fervant who is devoted 

-'to thy lear and trufteth in 
8ai.m truth and faithfulnefs. 

IXXXVl 1 2 • ^ 1 * 

3 Deny me not thy regard 
and effectual fuccour, O thou 
only foundation of all exift- 
ence and happinefs : for I 
am conftant and mod impor¬ 
tunate with thee for obtaining 
them. 

4 By thy kind afllftance pro¬ 
duce peace and joy in the 
reftlefs troubled heart of thy 
faithful fervant: for all my 
hopes rely on the fupport of 
thy power and providence. 

5 And notwithftanding my 
own unworthinefs, I am en¬ 
couraged to do this from thy 
unparalleled goodnefs and 
experienced mercy: thou art, 
I am an inftance and it will 
always be uppermoft in my 
thoughts, mod ready and 
willing to pity fpare and 
pardon, all who implore thy 
compafiion and favour. 

6 In this particular extremi¬ 
ty, ever-blefled God, vouch- 
fafe my moft zealous plead¬ 
ings a kind acceptance: fuffer 
not a word to be loft nor 
return unregarded, of my 
affectionate tender requeft for 
thy fpeedy fuccour. 


3. Be merciful 
unto me, O Lord : 
for I cry unto thee 
daily. 


4. Rejoice the 
foul of thy fervant: 
for unto thee, O 
Lord, do I lift up 
up my foul. 


5. For thou, Lord, 
art good and ready 
to forgive: and 
plenteous in mercy 
unto all them that 
call upon thee. 


6. Give ear, O 
Lord, unto my 
prayer: and attend 
to the voice of my 
Application. 


I cannot 



Book 

7. In the day of 
trouble I will call 
upon thee: for thou 
wilt anlwer me. 


8. Among the 
gods there is none 
like unto thee, O 
Lord; neither are 
there any works like 

unto thy works. 


9. All nations 
whom thou halt 
made, fhall come 
and worfhip before 
thee, O Lord: and 
fhall glorify thy 
pame. 


^/Psalms. 393 

I cannot but, in the gloomy Sect. 64. 
difmal day when infuperable 
difficulties furround me, ad-j xxxvi 7< ; 
drefs thee as the efpecial op¬ 
portunity for thy power to 
be fignalized and thy promife 
performed: and it being a- 
greeable to thy declarations 
and ufual proceedings, do af- 
fure myfelf that thou wilt fea- 
fonably and effectually anfwer. 

In this and all other re- * 
fpeCts I efteem myfelf to 
be honourably diftinguiftied 
from all abfurd worfhippers 
of falfe gods: thofe works of 
men’s hands cannot afford 
relief, they muft not enter 
the lifts with thee the fupreme 
Being: neither have deified 
heroes, the greateft earthly 
powers, nor even angelick 
hofts, ever been able to exhibit 
fuch amazing proofs of un¬ 
doubted excellence and fove- 
reign authority as thou haft 
done. 

From duly attending to 9 
them, furely the time fhall 
come, Great Lord of the 
univerfe, when all nations, 
alike thy production, fhall 
forfaking thefe vanities, in 
rites of homage and aCts of 
obedience, confefs thy name 
and aferibe to it all poflible 
praifes. This 



* 
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Sect, 64. This is no more than their 

indifpenfable duty, for thou 

IxmLTo art inc fa ma bly good, in the 

* higheft degree great, and with 

infinite cafe performed what 
is aftonifhing and unfathom¬ 
able by a fkill, and impracti¬ 
cable by a power lefs than 
thy own: thou indeed art 
God to all purpofes and ex- 
clufive of all pretenders, 
f 1 God of all wifdom indruCt 
me fully in that right courfe 
of virtuous obedience which 
leads to perfection and hap- 
pineis; it is my great defire 
to be acquainted with, and 
eftablifhed in the regard of 

O 

moral truth and righteouf- 
nels: engage the very bottom 
of my heart and my whole 
foul, to do honour to thy 
name, keep thy laws; and 
with the utmoft folicitude of 
a true fincerity avoid ever 
offending thee, 

12 On account of this mod 
important of all favours, mod 
gracious God, I will exprefs 
in the highed drains my un¬ 
feigned gratitude: and fo 
long as 1 can refleCt or think 
will celebrate thy bounty and 
goodnefs, 

I can never forget it, nor 
reckon that I can be fufficient- 

*y 


10. For thoo tirt 
great, and doell 
wondrous things: 
thou art God alone: 


n. Teach me thy 
way, O Lord, l 
will walk in thy 
truth: unite my 
heart to tear thy 
name. 


12. I will praife 
thee, O Lord my 
God with all my 
heart: and I will 
glorify thy name 
for ever more. 


13. For great is 
thy mercy toward 
me : and thou had 

delivered 
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delivered my foul ly thankful for thy unfpeak- S*ct. 64. 

from the p lowed Q ble mercy, in not cutting ‘ 

hell /y* « ^ p |-y* 1 SALM 

* e11, me off in my fins; nor aflign- i* X3Iv j ^ 

ing me, as I truly deferved, 
aplace and portion with wick* 
ed fouls in the mod difmal 


14. O God, the 

proud are rifen a- 
gainft me, and the 
aflemblies of violent 
men have fought 
after my foul, and 
have not fet thee be¬ 
fore them. 


15. But thou, O 
.Lord, art a God 
full of compaflion, 
and gracious r long 
fuffering, and plen¬ 
teous in mercy and 
truth. 


part of the feparate date. 

At this prefent time, I am x + 
in the utmoft need of thy 
fpecial regard, for the impe¬ 
rious and arrogant ftand up 
to oppofe me: alfemblies of 
formidable terrible men, are 
feeking occafions and pre¬ 
texts to kill me: neither have 
they any thing of religious 
reft rain t to prevent it, for 
they have not the lead regard 
to thee, nor to thy laws of 
equity or mercy. 

Under this and all other is 
affli&ion, it is my only fup- 
port, that thou all prefiding 
Deity, art a fovereign whofe 
nature inclines thee to the 
tendered companion, who de¬ 
lights to fhew favour: long 
deferred the mod juft refent- 
ment, and multiplied in- 
ftances of an amazing bene¬ 
ficence, fteady truth, and 
inviolable faithfulnefs. 

O return 


P Lonx-tJ} helly Hammond interprets ahyfs of dangers — 
ftiers more probably, [undemanding the whole pfalm as 
the language of a fincere penitent, who has experienced 
the divine mercy in the forgivenefs of his fins] of the hnjetr 
or inferior foeoly or the place of Jheol the common reccpucla 
of fouls, defined to bad ones* Cr/ 7 . Dijf. p. 358. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 64. O return with the kindeft 16. o tarn unto 

® m m 

Psalm 
bazvL 16. 

flrength and invincible vi- handmaid. 

gpur ; and preferve him who 
is as abfolutely thy property, 
as a Have born of his bond- 
woman is that of his mailer. 


afpettofthygood providence, 
and deal graciouQy with me: 
inlpire him who is devoted 
to thy fervice with renewed 


me, and have mercy 
upon inc, give thy 
flrength unto thy 
fervant, and fave 
the fon of thine 


17 In what way is expedient, 
by fome undeniable token in 
my favour, give full con¬ 
viction that thou art on my 
fide, to the difappointment 
and confufion of mine ene¬ 
mies : force them to acknow¬ 
ledge that it is unqueftion- 
able, thou aflifteft my weak- 
nefs and wiped up my tears. 


17. Shew me a 
token for good, 
that they which hate 
me may fee if, and 
be afhamed: becaufc 
thou Lord, hall 
holpen me, and com¬ 
forted me. 


PSALM LXXXVII. 

*fbe ground-work firength and magnificence of the 
city Jerufalem. The place of divine reft den ce • 
and object of human admiration. Remarkable 
for eminent perfons born in it. A pfalm , ode 
or fong to be performed by the defendants of 
Korah. 


Psalm lxxxvii. 1. 

Sect. 64. TPHE ground, fupport 

or flrength of the di- 
Psalm vine conftitution and go- 
lxxxvii. 1. vernment 0 f the Jews^ is 

veryobvioufly fuuated in the 
holy mountains upon which 

Jeru- 


Psalm lxxxvii. 1. 


H IS foundation 
is in the holy 
mountain. 




2. The Lord 

loveth the gates 
of Sion, more than 
ill the dwellings of 
Jacob. 


3 . Glorious things 
are § fpoker of thee, 
O city ofGod.Selah. 


4. I will make 
mention of Rahab, 
and Babylon, to 
them that know me : 
behold, Philiftia, and 
Tyre with Ethiopia: 
this man was born 
there. 
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Jerufalem and the temple Sect. 64. 
ftand. 

From placing there thej u ^ M ^ 
emblems of his prefence, it 2 . 
is very manifeft that the Al- 
mighty preferreth worfliip 
offered him by large afiem- 
blies in that particular por¬ 
tion of fpace, before all other 
parts which are inhabited by 
the children of Ifratl. 

Advantages that render a 3 
town truly refpeftable and 
important, as numbers wealth 
and power with extraordinary 
privileges are declared be¬ 
longing to thee; O thou city 
which art peculiarly appro¬ 
priated to the true God, and 
mod eminently diflinguifhed 
by his fymbols refiding within 
thy lofty towers. 

Memorials of Egyptian 4- 
chiefs and Babylonijh perfo- 
nages fhall be tranfmitted, 
and compared with principal 
men of JewiJh extra&ion, 
greatly to the honour of the 
latter: it fhall be remarked 

of 


* By gates here fome underftand, houfes of learning or 
fchools for education, with which Jerufalem is faid greatly 
to have abounded. 

§ Mudge remarks, that as it was ufual at the foundation 
of cities, by auguries, or otherwise to obferve the will of 
the Gods ; fo here the author fays chat God had pronoun¬ 
ced glorious things upon this rifing city. The abrupt be¬ 
ginning as he flyles it, of the firII ver. he fuppofes fpoken 
immediately upon laying the firft flone. 
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Sect. 64- of Pbilijiia , Tyre and Arabia , 

that one or two very extra- 

ktxxvil^ ordinar y men t0 °k t * ieir 

* * there. 


5 Whereas of Z/0# it fhall 
be related to all pofterity, 
that it gave rife to the moft 
celebrated perfons and the 
greateft number of them ;* fo 
that a citizen thereof fhall be 
a title of diftin&ion: and its 


And of Sian 
it (hall be faid, this 
and that man was 
bom in her: and 
the higheft himfelf 
fhall eltablifh her. 


noble ft prerogatives are that 
the moft high God was its 
original founder, and ever 
will be its certain and immo¬ 


vable fupporter and guardian. 

6 When the great Lord of 
all fliall recite his facred re¬ 
cords of all the generations 
of mankind, he fhall fix a 
particular mark on the few 
worthies that this or that 


6.TheLoRD fhall 
count when he writ- 
eth up the people, 
that this man wat 
born there. Selah. 


place gave birth to, and whofe 
exalted merit raifed them to 


an immortality of fame : the 
truly excellent from whatever 
quarter (hall not be forgotten. 

7 In proportion as they have 
diftinguijhed themfelves they 
fhall moreover be celebrated ♦, 
their enterprizes fung and 
played to, and their heroick 
virtue highly applauded: 
cfpecially the eminent inha¬ 
bitants of mount Zion y (hall 
appear to have been a con- 

ftant 


7. As well the 
fingers as the player* 
on inftruments./W/ 
be there: all my 
fprings are in thee. 
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ftant fucccffion; the grcateft Sect. 64. 
numbers-, and to have _far 
exceeded all others, for obey- 
ing and adoring the Almighty 
Being, as the fountain of all 
exiftence perfection and hap- 
pinefs* 


PSALM LXXXVIII. SECT, LXV. 

Complaint under heavy ajJUftion. Its particular 
circumftances deferibed. Death and its terrors 
approaching , and all human confolations flying* 

A pfalm or ode dir elled to the mufick mafter^ 
to be performed by the defendants of Karat, 
upon wind-infer uments and fung to. The tune 
Mafchil cr inftruclion of r Heman the Ezrahke, 

PsAlm Ixxxviii. 1. 

K 

A Lmighty and Ever- Sec t ^6$. 

lafting God, from 
whom alone deliverances and j. 

all bleflings proceed; with¬ 
out intermiffion of day or 
night I have folicited thy 
regard, raifedthe loudeft out¬ 
cries for immediate fuccour. 


Psalm Ixxxviii. 1. 

O Lord God of 
my falvation, 
1 have cried day and 
night before thee. 



T Heman tie Ezralite and Ethan the Ezrabtte were fomc 
of the pollerity of Zerab, i Chron. ii. 6. a family that were 
eminent for wifdom. And Bifhop Patrick feems to think, 
they compofed hymns in their captivity where they were 
treated moft cruelly and miferably : the former probably 
thrown into a dungeon or dark prifon. The Je<wiJb Arab. 
interprets this pfalm to be David's, delivered to the Tons of 
Korab to play on inftruments, and the fans of Heman to 
an Twer with their voices. 
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Sect. 65. Let my conftant and 
1J mod importunate fupplica- 

butxritiz ons meec a gracious 

audience; make it appear 

in my relief, that my exerted 

vehement voice of a molt 

miferable lamentation is truly 

heard and anfwered. 

3 My afflidlion grows beyond 
my utmoft ftrength to en¬ 
dure ; and my life touches 
upon the confines of a fepa- 
rate ftate, and fee ms entered 
on that unknown but endlefs 
being. 

4 The matter is fettled, as 
molt people think, and my 
cafe defperate; fo that they 
confider me in the light of 


one who has taken leave of 
every thing in this world, and 
is going down apace into 
the filent grave: I am pro¬ 
perly compared to a man 
who has not ftrength left 
either to fuftain or remove 
the burden he groans under; 
nor any one that is able and 
willing to afiift him. 

5 Difcharged from all fublu- 
nary affairs, and unconnected 

with 


2. Let my prayer 
come before thee: 
incline mine ear unto 
my cry. 


3. For my foul is 
full of troubles: and 
my life draweth nigh 
unto the grave. 


4. I am counted 
with them that go 
down into the pit; I 
am as a man that 
hath no ftrength. 


5. 9 Free among 
the dead, like the 
ilain that lie in the 

grave, 


9 Free or la Icofe among the Rephaim , giants of un¬ 
certain original, or wicked great who periflied at the de¬ 
luge. The latter claufe of the foregoing vcr. Mudge ren¬ 
ders, I am become as a man that hath no fubjlance, i. e. meer 

lhadow without folidity, iuch as the dead are delcribed. 



grave.whom tiou re¬ 
membered no more: 
and they are cut off 
from thy hand. 


6 . Thou had laid 
me in the lowed pit, 
in darknefs, in the 
deeps. 


7.Thy wrath lieth 
hard upon me, and 
thou haft afflicted 
me with all thy 
waves. Sclah. 


8 Thou haft put 
away mine acquaint¬ 
ance far from me : 

thou 

VOL. III. 


f 

with 


all 
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perfons but thofeSECT.65 
who have departed this life; 
like the flain in battle whofe i xxxv iii. 
dead bodies reft in their fe- 
pulchres, whom thou no 
longer retaineft in the regifter 
of the living, or who are 
wholly erafed from the book 
of life: and they are removed 
from thine earthly dominion 
and providential government, 
in tne manner that living 


men receive good or evil at 
thy hand, to be either diftref- 
fed or profpered. 

Thou haft feparated and 6 
determined me to the pether- 
moft dungeon, the dry pit 
or grave of thole who are 
under ground; to utter pri¬ 
vacy oblivion and obfqurity, 
even to the bottom pf the 
deepeft pit or mo ft. dark 
duhgeon. 

Thy dreadful hot difplea- 7 
fure prefieth hard upon me; 
and thou haft afflicted and 

diftrefled me with fuch a 

1 «. 

fucceflion of calamities, as if 
I had been dafhed and broken 
with the utmoft violence of 
high-flowing waves or moun¬ 
tainous billows. 

As to any fuccour and ® 
afliftance, my former ac¬ 
quaintance are by the reverie 

D d in 
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i # * 

Sect. 65. in my circumftances removed thou hall made me 

* to the greateft diftance and an abomination unto 

kxxviiiV fliynefs of behaviour: on this ^ “'J; 

account, like an idol or leper f ort h. 

they have me in the gre^teft 

abhorrence: I am in a moft 

unnatural and difagreeable 

. i • . O ■ r 

ftate of confinement, that it 
not in my power by any 
means to depart from it, nor 
recover my liberty. 

9 Mine eyes wear a moft 
mournful languilhing afpeft, 
and are ready to fail me by 
reafon of the extremity of 
ray affliction and mifery : all' 
the day long, O Lord, I 

have raifed the loudeft out- 

" ■ ? - ^ > * 

cries to thee for help: in the 
moft devout and ardent fup- 
plications I have fpread out 
my h^nds before thee. 

10 Wherefore fhouldeft thou 
defer it till I fhall be no 
.more? Is there any ppfthu- 
mous alfiftance to be expeCt- 
ed ? Wilt thou exert a kind 
of creative miraculous power 
to raife a perfon from the 
dead ? Shall the Repbaim the 
ancient giants or the wicked 
who perifhed at the Hood, 
ever enjoy a refurredtion to 

happi- 


10 


9 Mine eye mourn- 
eth by reafon of af¬ 
fliction ; Lord, I 
have called daily 
upon thee, I have 
ftretched out my 
hands unto thee. 


10. Wilt thou 
fliew wonders to the 
dead ? fhall the dead 
rife and praife thee ? 
Selah. 


§ An alluflon probably to perfons confined for leprofy, 
which rendered them i’ubjefts of abomination to their 
friends. 
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n, Shall thy 
loving kindnefs be 
declared in the 
grave ? or thy faith¬ 
ful neCa in deftruc- 
tion. 


i 2. Shall thy won¬ 
ders be known in 
the dark? and thy 
righteoufirefs in the 
land offorgetfulnefs. 


13. Eut unto thee 

have I cried, O 
LpRD, and in the 
morning (hall my 
prayer prevent thee. 


14. Lord, xvhy 
cafteft thou off my 
foul ? nvhy hide it 
thou thy face from 
me. 


happiocfii and to prftile thee Sect. 65. 
that thou haft loafed their 

j • 1 • 3 t SALMI 

adamantine chains r Ixxxviii 

la the filent grave a place IO , u. * 
where thy extraordinary 
goodnefs and mercy can be 
fuitably celebrated ? or thy 
truth and faithfulnefs, in a 
iityation of nothing but ruin 
aod deftrudtion. 

Can the aftoniihing dif- IZ 

g ays of, thy, wifdom and 
mnipotence be rendered 
jlluftrious and glorious in 
the total darknefs of a gloomy 
gravd ? and thy equity and 
bovinity openly acknowledged 
in a land* where the memory 
ceafes, obligations no longer 
bind, blit all relations and eon * 
oe£tion$ are wholly difiblved 
and buried in entire oblivion. 

But I have cried to thee, T 3 
O my Goo and’Father, for 
help in the gfeateft diftrefs j 
and at the earlieft dawn of 
morning fhall my moft zea¬ 
lous pleadings and pathetick 
fopplications,meet thee to im¬ 
plore thy favour and mercy. 

Why* mofl: gracious Lord >4 
and maker, doft thou rejett 
me and all I can offer in my 
own behalf as offenfive and 
deteftable ? on what account, 

as hiding thy face from and 
D d 2 unwilling 



404 d Paraphrase on the 



Psalm 

Ixxxviii. 


*4 


l S 


16 


Sect. 65. unwilling to fee me, doft 

thou not Ihew me the leaft 
regard ? 

My condition is extremely 
diftrefsful and melancholy: 
the hurry and tumult agita¬ 
tion and confufion of my 
thoughts are like the agonies 
of diifolution: and fuch truly 
are the terrors I endure, or 
the dangers I have to en¬ 
counter as non plus all my 
wits, and leave me in the ut- 
moft uncertainty what to do, 
or which way to take. 

Thy vilible dreadful dif- 
pleafure, in a feries of the 
heavieft calamities, like a 
violent inundation over- 
whelmeth me: the horrours 
which have transfixed my 
heart, in the mod miferable 
manner deftroy me. 

17 As roaring torrents of a 
general deluge, they con¬ 
tinually attack and furround 
me: I am fo hemmed in and 
bound up with complicated 
diftrefles as drives me to the 
greateft extremities: there is 
no way to efcape, and I am 
not able to conflict with them. 


15 . I am afflidled 
and ready to die 
from my 1 youth up: 
*ivhile I fuffer thy 
terrors I am dj^f- 
trafted. 


16. Thy fierce 
wrath goeth over 
me thy terrors have 
cut me off. 


17. They came 
round about me 
daily like water, 
they compared me 
about together. 


Thefe 


1 Sometimes fignifies youth from the various mo¬ 
tions and rollings of that adtive Hate; but here mult na* 
turally, agitations rollings and hurry. 
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i 8. Lover and 
friend had thou put 
far from me, and 
mine acquaintance 
into u darknefs. 
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Thele deplorable circum- Sect. 59 
fiances have moreover erafed ^ 

1! r r 1_ rSALM 

all lcntimcnts of pity or hu- i xxxv iii. 
manity from the minds of 65. 
my profefled friends, neareft 
neighbours or deareft kind¬ 
red : my moft intimate ac¬ 


quaintance care not to come 
near, hide themfelves from 
feeing me. 


PSALM LXXXIX. SECT. LXVL 

God's goodnefs and faithfulnefs celebrated. His 
covenant with David refpeding himfelf ; the 
fuccejfion of the Ifraelitilh kingdom in his line , 
with the extraordinary advantages derived from 
it . The mojl exalted homage due to God: as 
fupreme , unrivalled , and omnipotent ; the un¬ 
controlled ruler and univerfal Creator , as 
mojl juft and true . The happinefs of fub - 
jetlion and religious obedience , Ver. 1—19. 
To be fet to the tune Mafchil or an inftruElive 
fong of w Ethan the Ezrahite. The occafion 
fome national afflictions and probably the Baby- 
lonifh captivity . 


Psalm lxxxix. 1. 

I Will Ting of the 
mercies of the 
Lord forever: with 
my mouth will t 

make 


Psalm lxxxix. 1. 

W ITH pleafure atten- Sec t. 66. 

tion and the higheft 
admiration, I will for ever i XX xix. 1. 
D d 3 celebrate. 


u Literally, an obfcure dark place, lurking hole , or hiding 
place to wy acquaintance , i. e, they fkulked and hid thent- 
felves, lelt he fhould fee them, requeft their help or im¬ 
plore their pity. 

« Though Heman and Etban, Cbalcol and Darda^xc men¬ 
tioned as eminent perfons for learning, 1 Kings iv. 30, 31. 

yet 
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Sect. 66 . celebrate, in the mod devout 
' L "“* rnuJ and thankful fongs, the ex- 
salm traorc ]i nar y favours and mer- 

AAAAIa* 1 • t | « ■ 

cies, which a molt beneficent 
God hath vouchfafed us: 
with proper expreilive ac¬ 
knowledgments thereof, I 
will declare the faithfulnefs 
of thy promifes * or the cer¬ 
tainty of their performance, 
to all the future fuccefiive 
generations of mankind. 

2 For I have always faid and 
am fully perfuaded, that what¬ 
ever has the folid foundation 
of thine unchangeable kind- 
nefs and benevolence to relv 
upon, like the ftrongeft build¬ 
ing, raifed in the mod re¬ 
gular manner and firmly con- 
ftrudted, fhall improve and 
be eftablifhed throughout all 
ages: the fanftion of thy 
truth and faithfulnefs is abun¬ 
dant confirmation, that it fhall 
rife and fhine in ftrength and 
magnificence, to the high- 
eft elevation of the ftarry 
heavens 

3 The following exprefs de¬ 
claration is a pregnant (land¬ 
ing inftance — I have, faith 

the 


make known thy 
faithfulnefs to all 
generations. 



2. For * I have 
faid, mercy fhaJl be 
built up for ever : 
thy faithfulnefs fhnlt 
thou eftablilh in the 
very heavens. 


5. I have made a 

covenant with mv 

✓ 

chofen,! have (worn 
unto David my fer ■ 
vant. 


yet Mafchil of Neman and Mafchil of Ethan feem melt pro¬ 
bably refolved into the name of tunes. 

* I have faid\ is fuppofed by fome to belong to the Al¬ 
mighty not to the pfalm ill. 
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the moft high God, freely Sect 66 * 
bellowed and molt folemnly 
allured, a grant of favour to 
him whom I have felefted 3 ' 
from among mankind, as the 
choicelt and the bell * I have 


4. Thy feed will 
I ertabliih for ever, 
and build up thy 
throne to all gene¬ 
rations. Selah. 


5. And the hea¬ 
vens ihall praife thy 
wonders, OLord: 
thy faithfulnefs alio 
in the congregation 
of the faints. 


6. For who in the 
heaven can be com¬ 
pared unco the Lord? 
*vho among the fons 

D 


®f the mighty 


can 

be 


obliged myfelf by oath or ad¬ 
juration'truly to perform it, 
unto David my profefled 
worfhipper and faithful fer- 
vant. 

Thine off-fpring to the lateft 4 
pofterity havel fettled fo fuc- 
ceed thee in power and domi¬ 
nion; and will maintain to them 
the opulence and honour of 
thine enlarged and truly 
illUftrious throne, from fa¬ 
ther to fon in the fame line, 
throughout all generations. 

It Ihall infallibly be done, 
neither will I ever revoke it. 

And whatever wonders of 5 
power are expedient to ac¬ 
compli (h this promife, Ihall 
certainly be performed to the 
admiration of the heavens, 
and all the powers therein: 
thy faithfulnefs fhallalfo be ce¬ 
lebrated in the largeft alTem- 
hlies of men devoted to thy 
fear and fervice. 

For who from among the 6 
heavenly intelligences can 
rank in ftate with, or equal 
in perfeftion to the Immenfe 

D d 4 Jeho- 
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Sect 66 Jehovah ? Who from their 

aflemblies, much lefs out of 

lxxxix M <s c ^ e families of the greateft 
* mortals; thofe Gods below, 

will conteft it for pre-emi¬ 
nence with the Immutable 
and Eternal Deity? 

7 The tremendous majefly 
of the mod high God, is not 
to be approached without the 
profoundeft reverence, by the 
folemn aflemblies of the holy 
and righteous: and an awful 
diftance obferved, with the 
lowed fubmiflion and vene¬ 
ration in them that minider 
at his altar, or dand waiting 
in his prefence to perform 
his pleafure. 

8 O thou amazing Being 
who prefides over this earth 
and marfhailed the hods of 
heaven, who can conted it 
with thy Omnipotence? or 
compare to thy faithfulnefs 
to thy promifes which is mod 
facred and inviolable. 


be likened unto the 
Lord ? 


7. God is grearly 
to be feaed in the 
aflembly of the 
faints: and to be 
had in reverence 
of all them that are 
about him. 


8. O Lord God 

of hofts, who is a 
llrong Lord like 
unto thee? or to thy 
faithfulnefs rounda¬ 
bout thee ? 


9 With a fovereign autho¬ 
rity, as thine abfolute (laves 
thou commanded the proud- 
ed billows of the mod boide- 
rous lea: when they fwell 
foam and roar, and are ready 
to overflow their banks, thou 
gently foothed or fharply chid¬ 
ed them into the propounded 

calm. Like 


9. Thou ruleft the 
raging of the fea : 
when the waves 
thereof arife, choc 
ftillelt them. 
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io. Thou haft 
bioken Rahab in 
pieces, as one that 
is 2 flain: thou haft 
Scattered thine ene¬ 
mies with thy ftrong 
arm. 


Like a complete fwordf- Sect. 66 . 
man his unfkilled or feeble 

• rt • * i p • ^ A L M 

antagomit, with infinite eale 1Q ^ 
haft thou crufhed and de- 
molifhed the haughty Pha¬ 
raoh and his whole Egyptian 
hoft: thy invincible power 
hath quickly dil’peried thine 


enemies. 


ii. The heavens 
are thine, the earth 
alfo is thine: as for 
the world, and the J 
fuinefs thereof, thou 
haft founded them. 


The magnificent and illuf- * ! 
trious heavens are thy ob- 
fequious fubjects: the folid 
earth is likewife thy forma- 
tion and entirely dependant 
on thee: the whole habitable 


12. The north 
and the fouth theu 
haft created: Tabor 

and 


creation, and all that multi¬ 
plicity and amazing variety 
of produ&ions wherewith it 
is replenifhed, owe to thee 
its original ground-work and 
liability, with all their ftrength 
and vigour. 

From north to fouth arc 12 
everywhere vifible effects of 

thy 


1 The Egyptian monarch could not fo properly be fa id 
to be broken in pieces as one that isJlahi y for he actually was 
that one who was flain or drowned j but the words may 
be rendered, as a pwords-mcin y hero or folclisr y theu hap 
broken , Sc c. See Kennicot DiiT on l Chron. xi. &c. p. 109. 
But Mudge explains, thou trodeft under foot the pride of 
the Egyptian crocodile, with as much eale as one treads 
upon the carcafe of a man flaghtered in the field of battle : 

* Fulnefs , fignifies the multitude collection or great con¬ 
gregation of inhabitants, dellitute whereof the earth or 
world would be reckoned empty. 

b $cuth y literally right hand, becaufe when they looked 
eaft, which Jews reckoned themfelves obliged to do when 
they prayed, the fouth was on that hand. Thus the two op- 

polite 
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Sect. 66.thy amazing Omnipotence; 
p *v* w from eaft to weft all things 

Uttfo'iz ^ er * ve ^ rom ^ ee t * ie ^ r virtue 

and glory; and fhall unite 

their loudeft voice to cele¬ 
brate thy praifes. 

13 There is the utmoft match- 
lefs force belonging to thy 
power: its efficiency is fo full of 
vigour as certainly to prevail: 
and its determined refolute 
agency Cannot but ifiue in 
whatever pleafes thee of con- 
queft and triumph. 

14 Neverthelefs a moral recti¬ 
tude condudts all thine exer¬ 
tions and adminiftrations; 
an impartial equity is the im¬ 
moveable foundation of thy 
throne of fupremacy: and 
wherever thy providence ap¬ 
pears in a manner that is moft 
acceptable to thyfelf, there 
difplays of faithfulnefs and 
the greateft goodnefs are cer¬ 
tain to meet us; to direCt the 
proceeding and always lead 
the way. 

*5 In the true way of life and 
happinefs is that obedient 

grateful 

9 

\ 


and Hermon (hall 
rejoice in thy name. 


13. Thou haft 
mighty arm: ftrong 
is rhy hand, and high 
is thy right hand. 


14. Juftice and 
judgment are the 
habitation of thy 
throne: mercy and 
truth fhall go before 
thy face. 


1 3. Blefled is the 
people that know 
the c joyful found: 

they 


poftte mountains Taber and Hermon mud be interpreted 
eaft and weft. Uui-verf. Hiji. Vol. If. p. 401. Mudge 
renders, Tabor and Hermon fituated in the weft and eaft 
owe all their pride and bloom to thy hand. 

c 'Joyful found the word fignihes any unufual Jhout or 
hud found, for joy, Pfal. xxvii. 6. as at vineyard work. 
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they (hall walk, O 
Loud, in the light 

of thy countenance. 


grateful people, who in the Sect. 66 - 
folemnities of divine worfhip 
properly and acceptably com- 
memotate God’s favours and 


16. In thy name 

fhall they rejoice all 
the day : and in thy 
lighteoufnefs (hall 
they be exalted. 


17. For thou art 
the glory of their 
ftrength: and in thy 
favour our horn fhall 
be exalted. 


blefiings: they will be care¬ 
ful regularly to obferve all 
thy precepts, and they canrfjt 
fail, molt bountiful Lord, 
of enjoying thy perpetual 
tondudt, and the perfection 
of felicity. 

Under thy protection, and 
in contemplating thy works 
and ways they fhall fee occa- 
fion to be ever chearful plea- 
fed and joyful: and in relying 
upon thy truth and goodnefs 
experience that they are pro¬ 
moting their own advantage, 
greateft power and higheft 
dignity. 

For whatever they can pre-17 
tend toof ftrength, firmnels or 
prevalence thou haft accom¬ 
modated and adorned them 
with: and if we can only 
conciliate thy kind accept¬ 
ance and favourable regard, 
it follows of courfe that we 
fhall rife to importance ho¬ 
nour and independency. 

For, 


Ifa'u xvi. 10. for an engagement or viftory; blowing of 
trumpets on folemn occafions, Lev. xxiii. 24. and here 
probably facred publick feftivals to congratulate extraordi¬ 
nary favours of providence. Cajiellio renders, happy is the 
people that knows how to praife and celebrate thee. 



4 (2 

Sect.66 . 



Psalm 
Ijouux. j8. 


A Paraphrase on the 


For, entirely from the pro¬ 
vidence and gracious in¬ 
fluence of the fupreme Being 
upon our defigns and endea¬ 
vours, proceeds our aflur- 
ance of being guarded and 
fecured from all enemies and 
dangers: and from the ap¬ 
pointment unttion or de- 
fignation by the holy one of 
Ifrael , of him to that office, 
we receive our monarch or 
ruler who is as his vicegerent 
to protect and defend us. 


i 8. For the Lord 
is our defence; and 
the 4 holy one of 

s 

Ifrael is our king. 


SECT. LXVII. 

A prophetick vifion concerning David, or an extra¬ 
ordinary defignation of him to royalty . His 
qualifications . The divine eftablifkment and 

protect on of him. The defir action of bis ene¬ 

mies . The enlargement of his territories . His 
fupport under difficulties . His exalted dignity. 

The perpetuity of bleffngs to his defendants. 
If they degenerated their correction: yet the per¬ 
formance of God's promifes certain. Prefent 
difpeufations feemingly repugnant to thofe pro¬ 
mifes : and publick affairs in a moft calamitous 
Jlate. Expoftulations , and carneft prayers for 
a change in them . Doxology. 


Sect. 67. 

Ps A l.M 

Ixxxix. 19. 


Psalm Ixxxix. 19, 

W HENCE once more 

thou waft plealed to 


enter 


Psalm Ixxxix. 19. 

T hen thou fpak- 
clt in vifion to 
the holy one, and 

faidit, 


d Holy cne t whether the prophet Samuel is not meant* 
who though he was not v flri6Uy fpeaking a king yet was 

gover- 
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faidft, I have laid 
help upon one that 
is c mighty : I have 
exalted one chofen 
out of the people. 


enter into peculiar engage- Sect.67. 
inents for the protection 
thy people, then thou de- ij ^ 9 
claredfly by an extraordinary 
Way of communicating in¬ 
telligence, to thy holy pro¬ 
phet Nathan in the following 
memorable exprefTions— 

I have given your help and 
fuCcour in charge to one who 


is eminently qualified with 
abilities, with virtue and 
piety to execute the impor¬ 
tant com million : I have raif- 


20. I have found 
David my fervant: 
with my holy oil 
have 1 anointed him. 


ed up a young man to be in¬ 
verted with this authority, 
who is in all refpefts worthy 
of it compared with the whole 
body of my people. 

Whatever is wanting for 20 
a governour I have found 
fufficiently pofiefled by Da - 
vidy who will be under my 
direction and fubfervient to 
my purpofes: in the ufual 
form of anointing with oil 
let apart for that intent, I 
have conftituted him king 
and ruler. 


To 


governour of Jfrael: and the reign of Saul, becaufe ir was 
attended with ionic unfavourable circumltances, mdufiri- 
oufly palled over. 

c M&hty, as David was not at this time otherwife re - 
markable , the Cha/d. Paraph, renders eminent in the law, 
referring to hi;, virtue and pietv. See 2 Sam. viii. 

f Oil mixed with vermilion and a 0 plied only to anoint¬ 
ing kings, 1 hells, prophets arid leered things. 
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Sect. 67. To whom I have further 

fettled and unalterably deter- 

Uxsiizi. m * ne( ^ continuation of 
v ’ my fupport and protection; 

fo long as he is prudent and 

obedient they fhall never de- 

fert him: my concurrence 

and providence fhall likewife 

ftrengthen and animate him 

to relieve with fteadinefs, 

and aft with- an invincible 

x courage and rmgnaminity. 

22 The enemy fhall not be 
able by either power or policy 
to gain advantage over him: 
nor under any imaginable 
pretext, ft all the moft cor¬ 
rupt defigning and perverfe 
of mankind, have it in their 

power fq to harafs anddiftrefs 
him* that he fhall not in due 
time extricate himfelf. 

23 And as a pot that is brok¬ 
en or olives bruifed, I will 
cruft before his face his 
troublefome adverfaries; like 
one that ftrikes his foot a- 
gainft a ftone, and ftumbles 
and falls, I will overthrow, 
and inflift difeafes and cala¬ 
mities, on them who have 
no regard or favour for, but 
utterly hate him. 

24, But my moft punctual fi¬ 
delity in keeping my pro- 
mifes, and my extraordinary 

ldnd- 


on the 

21. With whom 
my hand ftiall be 
eftablifhed: mine 

arm alfo (hall 
ftrengthen him. 



22. The enemy 
ftiall not exaft upon 
him: nor the foh 
of wickednefs affiift 
him. 


23. And I will 
beat down his foes 
before his face, and 
plague them that 
hate him. 


24. But my faith- 
fulnefs and my mer¬ 
cy Jhallbe with him : 
and in my name 

fhall 
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fliall his horn be ex¬ 
alted. 


2 c. I will fet his 
hand alio in the Tea, 
and his right hand 
in the rivers. 


kindnefs fha.ll attend him for Sect. 67. 
his fafety, and enjirq happi- 
nefs: and in his connexion 
with worfhip of, and abedi- 
ance to me he fliall conti- 

, 4 * * - - 

nually advance in wealth and 
power, authority and dignity* 

I will greatly enlarge hi$ z S 
dominions ^ which (ball ex¬ 
tend on his left band to the 
Mediterranean fea, and on 
his right to the Euphrates* 

Tygris and other CQflfiderable 
rivers. 


26. He fliall cry 
snto me, thou art 
my father, my God, 
and the rock of my 
fa I vat ion. 


27. Alfo I will 

make him my firft- 
born higher than the 
kings of the earth. 


As related to and affec- 26 
tionately concerned for him, 
in his affliction he fliall freely 
a(k my as ready fuccour* 
faying,— O my gracious Fa,- 
ther, my molt high Gop, 
^nd the foundation of my 
fofety and profperiry — I can 
never doubt of thy goodnefs. 
and power; or their exertion 
for my well-being and hap- 
pinefs. 

In return for this filial 2 7 
duty, and imprefflve grate¬ 
ful fenfe of his immediate 
and entire dependance, I will 
diftinguifh him with all the 
dignity and privileges of a 
firlt-born fon : and will truly 
exalt him above all other 
earthly potentates. 


That 
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Scct. 67. 



Psalm 

Lxxxix.28. 



That extraordinary favour 
which I defign him fhajl 
moreover be exhauftlefs, I 
will continually be in the 
kindeft aCts manifeftirig and 
ever keep in ftore greater 
degrees of it; and amidft all 
other inftabilities and vicifli- 
tudes, the promifes of that 
engagement I have entered 
into with him, fhall be un¬ 
alterably ftedfaft and punctu¬ 
ally performed. 

His family and laced pof- 
terity, proceeding in the fame 
regular courfes, fhall be efta- 
blifhed upon an unfhaken 
and immoveable foundation; 
and the government remain 
in his line through a fuccef- 
fion of duration like that of 


28. My mercy 
will I keep for him 
for evermore, and 
my covenant fhall 
Hand fall with him. 


29. His feed al fo 
will I make to endure 
for ever, and his 
throne as the days 
of heaven. 


the J heavenly revolutions, or 
the end lets ages of eternity. 

30 But if, as all men are liable 
to degenerate, his off-fpring 
leave off the practice of my 
laws; and in their private 
conduct or publick adminif- 
trations, are not condant in 
obferving thofe mod equal 
and juft rules I have pre- 
lcribed them; 

31 If through a faulty negli¬ 
gence and unfaithfulnefs, 
thofe reafonable expedients 
of virtue and piety, my pofi- 

tive 


30. If his children 
foriake my law, and 
w.dk not in my 
judgments; 


31. If they break 
my ftatutes, and 
keep not my com¬ 
mandments ; 
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five inftituuons are violated Sect. 67. 
by them; and they do not 

* \r\ L "SALM 

concern tnemfelves to ob- lxxxix 3U 
‘ ferve my (landing precepts 
of everlafting truth and righ- 


32. Then will I 
vific their tranfgref- 
fjon with a rod, and 
their iniquity with 
Gripes. 


33. Neverthelefs, 
my loving kindnefs 
will I not utterly 
take from him, nor 
fufFer my faithful- 
neb to fail. 


teoufnefs: 

I am bound by no pro- 3 2 
mifes to connive at their 
wrong behaviour; I will cer¬ 
tainly animadvert on and 
punifti to reclaim them from 
rheir prevarications; and ap¬ 
ply a proper difeipline of 
various affhftions to correft 
them into an acknowledg¬ 
ment and amendment of 
their habitual wilful treipafies. 

But a true repentance 33 
being all my view in any 
feeming feverities, if they 
will be fo confiderate as 
to comport with it, I have ' 
not, nor ever will difannul 
my purpofes of (hewing an 
uncommon regard to David 


and his feed: there lhall no¬ 
thing of flaw deleft or deceit 


34. Mv covenant 
wili I not break, nor 
alter the thing that 
is gone out of my 
lips. 


be found in the truth of my 
declarations. 

My word and covenant 34 
once plighted, (hall nor, like 
that of untrue and perfidious 
men, be refeinded or de¬ 
parted from; I will never 
deny or revoke what I have 
really fpoken. 



VOL. III. 


Once 
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Sect. 67. Once for all have I given 35. Once have I 

the full fecurity of a mod fworn by my hoh- 

kxxLric f°l ernn oath upon my own llia * 1 ^ n0L 

ixxux.35. , , . r , . 1 0 . lie unto David, 

eternal and immutable redti- 


tilde, faying, if I fruftrate 
David's expectation, then all 
faith and truth are perifhed. 

3j 6 There fhall never be an 
extinction of his family, but 
a perpetual fucceflion of his 
defendants : and the fun fhall 


36. His feed fhall' 
endure for ever, and 
his throne as the fun 
before me. 


as foon be torn from his 
glorious orb, as the kingdom 
under my care and guard 
rent and alienated from his 


royal line. 

37 As the moon is regular 3 7 \ ^all ^ 
and conftant in its fettled for ever 

motion, fo firm and unlhaken 6 a faithfu i w i tne f s 
fhall be their fupport and all in heaven* Selah- 

the profperity and fplendour 
that relies upon it: if the 
luminaries on high be fixed 
in their fpheres, and fhall 1 
continue to be certain figns 
of times and feafons fo long 
as the world lafts; then the 
performance of God’s pro¬ 
mile to the houfe of David 


may be fully depended on. 

38 Notwithftanding thefe po- 
fitive folemn aflurances to the 
contrary, the fad ftate of our 

affairs 


3$-. But thou haft 
calt off and abhor¬ 
red, thou haft been 
wroth with thine 
anointed. 


K Some underftand this of the rain bow in the cloud, 
conflituted after the deluge as a certain fign that the earth 
fhoold never again be overflowed with waters. 
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affairs but too viflbly ftiews Sect. 67. 
that thou haft rejected j that 
thou haft done this v/ith 
marks of the utmoft difdairt 
and abhorrence •, that in the 
extremity of thine indigna¬ 
tion like a deluge of waters, 
thou haft brought a feries of 


39. Thou haft 
made void the cove¬ 
nant of thy fcrvant: 
thou haft profaned 
his crown, by cajling 
it to the ground. 


40.Thou haft brok¬ 
en down all his hedg¬ 
es ; thou haft brought 
his ftrong holds to 
ruin. 


41. All that pafs 
by the way, fpoil 
him : he is a reproach 
co his neighbours. 


calamities upon one of this 
favourite line who hath fway- 
ed the feepter. 

That having firft broken 39 
the conditions on his part, 
thou haft utterly aboliftied 
the whole covenant entered 
into with thy fervant: as if 
with the utmoft contempt 
thou hadft thrown his crown 
to the ground and trampled 
upon it, thou haft plainly 
divefted him of all dignity 
and authority. 

And of all defence too*,40 
for his bulwarks on the fron¬ 
tiers of the kingdom are ut¬ 
terly demolifhed ; and his 
fortified towns and ftrongeft 
caftles nothing but an hor- 

o * * 

rible wafte of perfeft ruin 
and defolation. 

Like a vineyard without 4*: 
inclolure and common for 
all paflengers *, his territories 
are become an eafy prey to 
any foreign potentate who 
pleafes to take them in his 

E e 2 route 



420 A Paraphrase 

Sect. 67. route that he may diftrefs 

-7-^ anc j ravage them: and neigh- 

lmtx.41. b° urin S nations who formerly 

difpatched honourable em¬ 
battles to our monarch, now 
deride and infult him. 

42 The common enemy hav¬ 
ing been remarkably fucceis- 
ful, is truly formidable and 
carries it with an high hand* 
and thofe who never were 
well affeded to our nation 
or religion, have too much 
ground for it, and triumph 
in our calamities. 

43 That fword which has fo 
often cut its way through 
the thickeft fquadrons, hath 
loft its keen edge and invin¬ 
cible force: our troops no 
more with a genuine military 
ardour fuftain the fhock of 


on the 


42 Thou haft fet 
up the right hand 
of his adverfaries ; 
thOu haft made all 

his enemies to re¬ 
joice. 


43. Thou haft aTfa 

turned the edge of 
his fword, and haft 
not made him to 
(land in the battle. 


hoftile rage. 

44 Like ft lamp which is ex- 
tinguilhed, the royal fplen- 
dour and dignity is wholly 
eclipfed: and as a common 
footftool his throne of ma- 
jefty is in the utmoft degree 
of indignity and meannefs. 

45 h is life and reign are fo 
far from being long and hap- 

P7> 


44. Thou haft 
made his h glory to 
ceafe, and caft his 
throne down to the 
ground. 


45. The days of 
* his youth haft rhou 
fhorrened: thou haft 

covered 


b Glory, Edwards thinks with Mudge that fome fplendid 
ornament, probably the mitre worn by the eaftern kings 
is fignified here. 

' Jehoiachin who feems referred to, entered upon his 
reign at eighteen years old, and reigned only three years 
apd was carried to Babylcn, 2 &rgs xxiv. S. 
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covered him with 
ihame. Selah. 


46. How long 
Lord, wilt thou 
hide thyfelf? for 
ever? fhall thy wrath 
burn like fire? 


47. Remember 
how lhort my time 
is : wherefore haft 
thou made all men 
in vain ? 


48. What man is 
be that liveth, and 
fhall not fee death ? 
fhall he k deliver his 
foul from the hand 
of the grave ? Selah. 


py, that hke an abandoned Sect. 67. 
linner he is cut off, at lead 
from all publick charadter, i xxx j x ^ 
in the midft of his youthful 
days; and goes loaded with 
the greateft weight of igno¬ 
miny and mifery. 

A fpeedy relief Teems ab- 4 6 
folutely necelTary to prevent 
our entire ruin: how long 
blefled Lord, as if thou 
hided thyfelf, wilt thou feem 
unconcerned? Always? fhall 
thy difpleafure rage like a 
devouring fire till we are 
wholly confumed? 

Let the brevity and uncer- 47 
tainty of this my mortal life 
move thy pity: wherefore 
fhould it feem, that thou had 
made us fo in vain, that 
during it we fhould enjoy no 
fatisfadtion: only conflidt with 
griefs and pains ? 

Why fhould we perilh be- 4 8 
fore the appointed time ac¬ 
cording to the ufual ftandard, 
to which in the natural courfe 
of things we are continually 
haftning, and from which no 
mortal living is exempted ? 

What man is fo robuft and 
athlttick that he fhall not 
foon experience his liable- 

E e 3 nefs 


k Literally, eflape by flipping out of the way, or through 
the bands o/"Shcol. 
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Sect. 67. nc(s to the ftroke of death ? 

or fo artful that by conceal- 

bnfxtvrt? * n S himfelf he can efcape 

from the power of the Sbeol 
grave or invifible ftate ? 

Ever-blefled God, where 
are the inftances of thy extra¬ 
ordinary beneficence, fo rich¬ 
ly experienced in former 
ages j and fo folemnly en¬ 
gaged for even by oath upon 
thine own unchanging vera- 


49 


49. Lord, where 
are thy former lov¬ 
ing k i n d nefle s ,*which 
thou fwareft unto 
David in thy truth? 


city, unto David and his feed ? 

50 Properly re fen t, mod juft 
Being, the vileft diftionour 
that is caft upon thy fervants 
as if they had no God to 
fave them : it fills my heart 
with lhame and forrow to 
think, in what a contemp¬ 
tuous manner we are treated 
by all the people in power, or 
the great Lords of this world. 

5 ! And of the repeated and 
aggravated indignities and 
contumelies, wherewith the 
enemies of God and religion, 
have loaded the aftions and 
eharadterof our mod gracious 

monarch 


50. Remember, 
Lord, the reproach 
of thy fervants ; bow 
I do bear in my 
bofom the reproach 
of all the 1 mighty 
people; 


51. Wherewith 
thine enemies have 
reproached, O Lord; 
wherewith they have 
reproached the $ 
footfteps of thine 
anointed. 


1 It is fuppofed, that fome courtiers of Nebuchadnezzar 
probably exafperated him againll this unfortunate prince 
Jeboiacbin by falfe and malicious infinuations, thereby to 
haften his ruin. 

§ Footfteps, the Chald. Paraph, renders the flownefs of the 
footfteps of the feet of thy MeJJiah or anointed : and Kimchi 
jtnderftands it of the delays of the MeJJiah, whence the dif- 
eourfe was that he would never come; and all their hopes 
deceived them. Similar to that of tieb. x. 37. 2 Pa. iii. 9. 
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monarch, whom thdu haft S* c-r. (>j- 
anointed. 

52. BleiTed le the Whatever be the courre of 

LoRD for evermore divine difpenfations and ftate rz. 5 

Amen, and amen.« c & • /* 3 

or our affairs ar prefent, we 
•are fatisfied that in their 
proper feafon all thy pro- 
mifes (hall be accomplifhed; 
and do with the utmoft fince- 
rity aferibe to thy blefled 
name everlafting prailes. So 
be it, fo be it. 


PSALM XC. SECT. LXVIII. 


The great Creator the fupport of all generations . 
His abfolute Eternity . Man mortal . The longeji 
life foon ended. Sudden deaths frequent. Bad 
•conduR fometimes the eaufe of them . The com¬ 
mon ftandard of that generation tbreefcore years 
and ten. People's latter end too little confidered. 
Pious wijh that they would do it more and 
obtain the divine favour . A frayer , humble 
arbitration , or pleading moving addrefs of . 
the prophet or man of God . The occafton , as 
isfuppofed , the irrevocable decreepajfed. Numb, 
xiv. which condemned all that were numbered 
from twenty years and upward to a lingering 
death in the wildernefs: and the defign their 
improvement and conjoint ion. 


Psalm xc. i. 
OR D, thou 

had been our 

dwelling-placein all 
generations: 



Psalm xc. i. 

S OVEREIGN Lord and Sect. 6R 
Maker, thou alone haft 
been our grand dependance PsAL * 



and conftant fupport; through xc ‘ 1 * 
all ages and generations from 
E e 4 our 

m According lo the diviiion here ends the t)mtj 

book of pfalms. 
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Sect. 68 our firfl: rife 

foundation 


-Psalm 
xc. i. 


to 


or original 

the prefent 


period. 

- Thou indeed art the certain 
objefl: of an abfolute and per¬ 
petual confidence: for ante¬ 
cedent to the birth of afpir- 
ing mountains, the delivery 
and formation pf this folid 
earth, and the adjuftment of 
the feveral parts of the vaft 
univtrfe; even from an im- 
meafurable and ftrj&ly eter¬ 


nal duration, to the fame un¬ 
reckoned and unbounded ex¬ 
tent, thou art felf-exiftent 
and Omnipotent, the firft 
caufe and laft end of what¬ 
ever has being. 

3 Though mortal ifran mud, 
at thy command, return to 
the earth out of which he 
was formed ; nay, be reduced 
to the fmalleft dull or pow¬ 
der; yet at thy command he 
fhall again revive; and in the 

future 


2.Beforethe moun¬ 
tains were brought 
forth, or ever thou 
hadft § formed the 
earth and the world : 
even from everlaft- 
ing to everlafling, 
thou art God. 


3. Thou || turneft 
man to deftruftion ; 
and fayed return, 
ye children of men. 


§ Thou kadfi formed, &c. Literally, and thou earth wert 
in travail, or, afid the earth was in travel. 

|| Some lender this as a deprecation, bring net men hack 
to drjlrufiton, fvice theu hof /aid come back, i. e. by repent¬ 
ance to pardon, ye children cf men. Others underhand it 
of the refur region, though thou conntertc/i man , or make]} 
him to return into the minute/! particles of earth and duf, yet 
thou wilt afterwards raife him. This latter interpretation 
is favoured by feme of the beft Jewi/b commentators, and 
as the learned Peters from whom fome part of the pira- 
phrafe is taken, is both grounded oji a literal trai;(larion 
and makes the feni'e plain and clear. 
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future refurrettion thou wilt Sect. 68. 


4. For a thoufand 
years in thy fight 
are but as yeftcrday 
when it is paft, and 
as a n watch in the 
night. 


5. Thou carried 
them away as with 
a flood; they are as 
afleep; in the morn¬ 
ing they are like 
grals, which grow- 
Cth up. 


6.In the morning 
it fiourilheth, and 
groweth up: in the 
evening it is cut 
down and withereth. 


fay, return ye fons of Adam . 

And though this grand xc 5 * L “ 
event be at the diftance of a 
thoufand or ten thoufand 
years, this makes no diffe¬ 
rence, for as yefterday, or as 
a {till Ihorter time even a 
watch by night, it will pafs 
and is indeed nothing com¬ 
pared with the everlafting 
duration of an Infinite Being. 

In the natural courfe of5 
things all men are but fhort- 
lived, and in fome inftances 
more remarkably, thou fweep- 
eft them away as with the 
force of a refiftlefs torrent: 
death may be confidered as 
a fort of fleep, from whence 
they lhall awake in the morn¬ 
ing of the laft day frefli and 
flouriihing, as the herb that 
renews it fclf. 

In the morning of this im- 6 
portant future renovation, 
the righteous fliall indeed 
appear moft verdant beautiful 
and vigorous: but previous 
to that, which is a reflection 
enough fad and gloomy, they 
are to pafs through the pre- 
fenc diftreflfed and dying con¬ 
dition. And 


f* The divifion of the JewiJh night is well known to 
havp been into twelve hours, theie into four watches, fo 
{bat a watch mull be three hours. 
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And this evening of our 
life comes on apace: efpe- 
ciaily when nature’s quick 
decays are rtot all, but by 
our fins we have provoked 
thy difpleafure to bring upon 
ufc grievous afflictions; like 
a flaming fire fpeedily to con- 
fume us: and that extreme 
indignation of thine which 
implies in it death in all its 
greateft horrours. 

From the feverity of thy 
difpenfations, it fhould ap¬ 
pear that thou haft as it were 
placed in the ftrongeft point 
of view, all our multiplied 
and aggravated tranfgreffions 
at one heavy ftroke to punifli 
them: even our mod fecret 
defections, and revolts of our 
thoughts full before thee that 
nothing may eicape due ven¬ 
geance. 

For all the tranfitory days 
of our mortal frail lives are 
gone away in a round of va¬ 
nities and miferies ; we finiih 

our 


7. For we are cos¬ 
tumed by thine an¬ 
ger, and by thy 
wrath are we trou¬ 
bled. 


8. Thou haft fet 
our iniquities before 
thee: our fecret fins 
in the light cf thy 
countenance. 


9. For all our 
days are paffed away 
in thy wrath: we 
fpend our years as z 
0 tale that is cold. 


0 Tale, fignifies thought as well as fpeech, and fome 
render, vapour of the mouth quicker than one can fpeak, 
fwifter than thought. Others, out years as a fpider have 
meditated, exercifed tbemfelves, or been employed , viz. in 
weaving fuch webbs as the next broom fweeps aw-ay; /. e, 
our age is fpent in fruitlefs labours, which prefently come 
to nothing. The next verfe is fuppofed more particularly 
to belong to thofe who died in the wildernefs: a great 
cumber of whom could not poflibly reach the age of 

feventy; 
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I o. The days of 
our years are three¬ 
score years and ten: 
and if by reafon of 
ftrength they be four- 
fcore years, yet is 
their ftrength labour 
and Sorrow ; for it 
is Soon cut off, and 
we fly away. 



xc. 9 


our years like an empty taleS^cT. 6f 
or fcattering vapour, a mut- 

•_ r n a BALll 

tenng voice or lmpenedt 
found. 

Our age is now greatly 10 
reduced, and the fixed ftan- 
dard, which in common we 
cannot expedt to exceed, 
threefcore years and ten: and 
if fame few by means of a 
ftronger conftitution arrive 
at fourfeore, yet their ftrength 
ferves little purpofe befides 
enabling them to undergo 
greater degrees of pain and 
grief: in the growing diffi¬ 
culties of that irkfome time 
they find a fwift decay : they 
foon finifti the whole of life 1 * 


11. Whoknoweth 
the power of thine 
anger ? even accord¬ 
ing to thy fear,y& is 
thy f wrath. 


Ihort journey : and as a flying 
cloud or rulhing wind we 
fuddenly pafs away. 

Who appears duly to at-u 
tend to the effefts of thy 
wrath or can conceive of the 
dreadful punilhments in thy 

Almighty 


feventy ; and thofe that did, probably foon felt a fwift 
decay ; but feems coo (hort a term for rhe general flandard 
in thofe early ages. See Pet. Crit. Dijf, on Job y p. 309. 

P Some interpret, God's wrath is equal to what men 
fear or apprehend of it, he affrights not with vain and 
empty terrors, but will really inflitt on impenitent Tinners 
to the utmoftof his threats; others, they fall every day but 
no man confiders and numbers his days: or as R . Mcfes men¬ 
tioned by Aben~E%ra — he that knows theforce of thy wrath 
and knows how to number our days y the truth is known to him. 
Peters very pertinently obferves, that fomething feems here 
intimated beyond thepuuiftuncnts of this world; for thefe 
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Sect. 68. Almighty power to inflict? 

in proportion to the fear and 
reverence which is due to 
thee as the great Lord and 



fovereign of the world, fo 
may the tranfgreffors of thy 
laws expert to be their pu- 
nifhment. 

12 it is therefore infinitely 
important for us to know, 
and we befeech thee, O thou 
God of our lives and length 
of our days, to inftrudt us fo 
to confider their icanty mea- 
fures, as diligently to apply 
ourfelves to thy fear and 
keeping thy commandments: 
that by making a right ufe 
of this fliort and uncertain 
fpace of time allotted us here, 
we may prepare ourfelves the 
better for a future ftate. 

13 Revive to happinefs in that 
ftate eternal God, thofe who 
are doomed to death in this 
wildernefs: how long ere 
thou fhalt raife their fleeping 
duft ? and it appear that thou 
haft repented thee of the evil 
thy fervants have fuffered and 
fully pardoned all their fins. 

In the early dawn of that 
eternal day, vouchsafe us 
from the glorious difplays of 

thy 


are what men feel and experience, 
dreadful punijkments of a future fate? 


m the 


f2. So teach us to 
number our days, 
that we may apply 
cur hearts unto wif* 
dom. 


13. Return, O 
Lord, how long? 
and let it repent thee 
concerning thy fer- 
vants. 

m 


14. O fatisfy os 
early with thy mer¬ 
cy ; that we may 
rejoice and be glad 
all our days. 

But who knon. i’j the 



Bock 


1j. Make us glad 
according to the 
days wherein thou 
haft afflifted us, and 
the years wherein 
we have feen evil. 


16. Let thy work 

appear unto thy fer- 
vants; and thy glory 
uoto their children. 


\y. And let the 
beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon 
us: and eftablifti 
thou the work of 
our hands upon us, 
yea, the work of 
our hands eftablifh 
thou it. 


of Psalms, 429 

thy boundlefs mercy entire Sect. 68. 
fatisfaCtion, and fulnefs of * 
joy: that through all the xc SA j L “ 
circling ages of an endlefs ’ ** 
immortality we may fing in 
triumph, and rejoice with joy 
unfpeakable and full of glory. 

Let our pleafure and blef-15 
fednefs, in nature and dura¬ 
tion, bear fome proportion 
to, rather infinitely exceed, 
all the afflictions and calami¬ 
ties we have experienced, and 
too much deferved in this 
tranfitory world. 

Let thy godlike defignsi6 
and labours, which thou haft 
various ways been carrying 
on of perfeft and everlafting 
falvation, be at length illuf- 
trioufly manifeft to thy fer- 
vants in their own confum- 
mate felicity: and in a pe¬ 
culiar dignity and glory Ihed 
upon their ofF-fjpring. 

Let the utmoft dazzling *7 
brightnefs of the divine fa¬ 
vourable afpeCt, and final ap¬ 
probation be upon us in the 
higheft degree to exalt us: 
and the works of our hands 
in conformity to thy laws, 
do thou follow us with, and 
in their effects and natural 
genuine recompence for ever 
confirm to us: yeaeftablifh us 
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SicT.6ft. Jn the enjoyment of thofe 

'peaceful reflexions and no- 
' bleft rewards which flow 
from integrity, or a ftedfaft 
perfevering virtue and piety. 


PSALM XCI. i SECT. LXIX. 

Religion man's title to the divine protections and 
bis perfect fecurity . Its ftneere votaries the 
v charge of angels ; and their welfare and falva - 
tion afeertained by virtue of a divine promife . 
Suppofed, defigned by Moles as the former for 
. thofe who /bould die in the wildernefs, this for 
thofe vjho were to furvive the general threatened 
deftruCtion. 



Psalm 
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Psalm xci. i. 


Sect. 69. 


Psalm xci. r. 


H E who is duly careful, T-I 
with a religious truft 
in God’s promifes and a m oft 
confcientious obfervance of bide 
his laws, to arm himfelf a- dovv 
gainft fear; may fully de- 
pend, as if he dwelled within 
the veil of the tabernacle, 

that 


H E that dwel- 
leth in the 
fecret place of the 
moft high, fhall a- 
bide under the fha- 

dow of the Almigh¬ 
ty. 


q Peters remarks on this pfalm that Mofis is arming 
them againft the fear of death by a religious truft in God, 
with the promife of a miraculous protection to l'uch as 
tfufted in him. The little ones were condemned to a forty 
years wand’ring for their father's lire, but with a gracious 
promife however, that they Ihould at length obtain an en¬ 
trance into the land of Canaan. Both forts therefore, he 
adds, Hood in need of a fupport and confolation, though 
of a different kind; and we find it given them in thel'e two 
pfalms. Crit Di£. p. 301. It may not be improper to 
obferve that every truly good man cannot reasonably ex¬ 
pert the peculiar protection fpccified in the text. 
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I will fay of 
of the Lord, be is 
my refuge and my 
fortrefs : my God ; 
fn him wiil I trufl. 



that an efpecial providence Sect. 6^ 
lhall watch over, and per¬ 
petually defend him. 

In all cafes and circum- 2 
fiances, full of this confi¬ 
dence I will openly declare, 
that when I have the divine 


3. Surely he ffiall 
deliver thee from 
the fnare of the 
fowler, and from the 
noifome peftilence. 


pofitive afibrance, I defire no 
other fupport: his truth is 
unftiaken and inviolable, and 
I do and ever will entirely 
rely upon it. 

Whofoever you are that 3 
do make the experiment, 
you fhall find yourfelves per¬ 
fectly fafe in it; and neither > 
be furprized by fudden un- 
forefeen hazards, nor fall by 
epidemical difeafes and cala¬ 
mities. 


4. He (hall cover 
thee with his fea¬ 
thers, and under his 
wings (halt thou 
truft: his r truth 
Jhall be thy flu eld 
and buckler. 


As chickens undef the 4 
hen’s ftrong pinions and 
brooding wings, the young- 
eft amongft you are certain 
to be defended: as the mili¬ 
tary man relies on his armour, 
you may depend abfolutely 
on the truth of his word; his 
faithfulnefs is full fecurity as 



r His truth , as Peters obferves, meaning no doubt, that 
gracious promife, Numb. xiv. 31. But ycur little cms y which* 
ye [aidJhouU be a prey , them will I bring in, and they Jhalh 
Anoiv the land which ye have defpifed . Whereas of the others* 
their doom is repeated in the following verfe, your cetrcafes 
Jhall fall in the wildernejs. Crit DiJJ, p. 302. Shield and 
buckler is fuppofed to give the image of prince’s life-guard 
furrounding and protecting him. 
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. 69. to the performance of what- 

ever he has engaged for. 
lm y ou neec ] not b e a l arm ed, 

from thofe unexpected evils 
which the night-feafon fome- 
times produces, arrays in ter¬ 
ror, and thereby fills the mind 
with an unufual perturbation: 
nor from thofe penetrating 
forrows, arifing from tem- 
pefts, light’ning, infection, 
or famine, which are ob- 
ferved in the day-time, to 
be mod rapid in their carreer, 
violent in their progrefs. 

6 From the peftilence which 
both day and night, as walk¬ 
ing invifibly, communicates 
from body to body its ve¬ 
nomous emanations: nor from 
that kind of pernicious dif- 
temper, which fpeedily cor¬ 
rupted and confumeth the 
whole animal frame, in the 
heat of the day efpecially 
lpreads and rages, and wher¬ 
ever it comes carries de- 
folation. 

7 in the prevalence of con¬ 
tagious diforders you will 
loon be accuftomed to daily 
growing fpedtacles of morta¬ 
lity, but amidft all death’s 
fad triumphs, you (hall cer¬ 
tainly be preferred. 


5. Thou (halt not 
be afraid for the 
terror by night, nor 
for the arrow that 
fiieth by day. 


6. Nor for the 
peftilence that walk- 
eth in darknefs; v.cr 
for the deftruftion 
that wafteth at noon¬ 
day. 


7. A thoufand 

fhall fall at thy fide, 
and ten thoufand at 
thy right hand ; but 

it lball not come 
nigh thee. 


Only 
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8. Only with thine 
eyes fhalc thou be¬ 
hold, and fee the 
reward of the wick¬ 
ed. 


9. Becaufe thou 

hnft made the Lord 
nc'hid* is my refuge, 
even the mod High, 
thy habitation. 


10. There fhall 
no evil be fa I thee, 
neither fhall any 
plague come nigh 
thy dwelling. 


Only you will have the Sect. 69*. 
difcomfort of feeing with L — 
weeping eyes, thofe who may x ^ s g LM 
be dear to you fall by their 
own guilt; and the juft fen- 
tence executed upon them, 
that was palled for their wick¬ 
ed murmurings and difobe- 
dience. 

You fhaJI be fecure on this 9 
account, that you, as I and 
all truly good men do* have 
believed the divine report, 
confided in the Almighty’s 
prote&ion, and duly obferved 
all his commandments. 

You may entirely depend *? 
on his flipport and condud ; 
you, yourfelves (hall be effec¬ 
tually guarded againft all 
harm; neither fhall the re- 
fpedive members of your fa¬ 
milies meet with any afflic¬ 
tion or calamity to annoy or 
diftrefs them. 


11. For he fhall 
give his angels 
charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all 
thy ways. 


iz. They fhall 

bear thee up in their 
hands, lell thou dafh 
thy foot againft a 
ftonc. 


For it fhall be given in it 
efpecial charge to the mini- 
fters of his providence, his 
holy angels, to keep a con- 
ftanc watch over all your 
goings out and comings in. 

As officious nurfes or the ■ * 

p 

moft tender mothers bear in 
their arms the deareft infants, 
fo fhall thefe truly benevolent 
intelligences, with affiduous 
F f care 


VOL. III. 
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Sect. 69 care and the utmoft circum- 

fpedtion, perform their kind 
: SA ^ M offices v to preferve you from 

all affli&ive events or dif- 
aflrous accidents. 

13 Under their infpeftion* 
though your wandrings be 
in- a wildernefs abounding 
with beads of prey and 
the mod noxious ferpents, 
you fhall be in no danger from 
them; in perfect fafety you 
fhall tread and even trample 
upon cruffi and dedroy the 
mod fierce and venomous of 
them. 

14 Since, declares the fo- 
vereign Controller, he de¬ 
pends on and is entirely de¬ 
voted to me, I will provide 
for his fecurity: on this ac¬ 
count, that he acknowledges 

my 


13. Thou fhalt 
tread upon the lion, 
and * adder: the 
young lion and the 
dragon flialt thou, 
trample under feet. 


14. Becaofe he 
hath fet his love up¬ 
on me, therefore wili 
I deliver him : I will 
fet him on high, be- 
caufe he hath known 
my name. 


4 The learned Bochart thinks, thefe are only ferpents of 
different forts: and Peters y that there is fomething fo par¬ 
ticular in this that it will fuit no other part of the Je'-wijb 
hi (lory befid es their wanderings in the wildernefs; which 
abounded with thefe noxious creatures, fee Deut. viii. 15. 
and yet with which we do not read that they were infelled 
till towards the end of the forty years, when God was 
pleafed, for the renewed murmurings of that people, to let 
them loofe upon to chaftife them. And even then imme¬ 
diately upon their humiliation, a miraculous remedy was 
provided, *viz a ferpent of brafs, fixed upon a pole, as 
this ingenious writer fuppofes, to call to their remembrance 
that which feems to have been the great object of their 
faith and hope from the fall: the promifed vi£lory over 
the old ferpent,— and over death : the fight whereof mult 
fill 5hem with delight an^ cpnfidence, ajid not with dread. 
Crit. Dijf. p. 303. 




15. He fhall call 
■pon me, and f will 
anfwer him : 1 «un 7 / 
le with him in trou¬ 
ble; I will deliver 
him, and honour 
hiim 
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my authority and is fubjeft Sect. 
to my laws I will place him ^ 
beyond the reach of evil. 3 
If ever he Ihould meet ‘,7 
with any thing that diftrefles 
him, he fhall no fooner im- 

fuccour than I will 


16 With long life 
will I Satisfy him, 
and /hew him my 
1 falvation. 


xci. i 


plore 

grant it: my peculiar pre¬ 
fence is with, I will inftandy 
refeue, and tnoft certainly 
exalt, -him to the highell 
dignity and glory. 

I will prolong to him an 16 
happy duration to the utmoft 
of his wifhes, either in this 
world or infallibly in that 
which is to come: where in 
the ablence of all evil, he 


(hall fhare in the great falva- 
tion or enjoy everlafting life 
and perfeft bleffednefs. 

Ff 2 PSALlVl 


1 j4ben-Ezra y R. Gam and Kimcbi interpret falvation as 
referring to the days of the Mtjfiuh, Peters properly 
traoflates 'ua-acabeJe hu> ip the foregoing ver. glorify him . 
And very fenfibly remarks, if we can doubt what is here 
meant by long life, we may find it well explained PfaL 
xxi 4 — Ufal'uation was revealed from the beginning; 
and Gqd’s faithful people,-all along from the fall, expedel 
fome great perfon through whom they ihould at length 
obtain a conquell over death, then the words life and fair 
nation in the Old Tef ament will be no longer ambiguous: 
or at lealf may very naturally be underftood of a future life 
and falvation, when the context favours fucli nn interpre¬ 
tation, in fhort every prophecy that was underltood by the 
Ifraelites ,— was to thejn an intimation of another jife. As 
on the other hand the exprefe notices of another life to be 
met with in the OldTefl+ment are * confirmation of the 
prophecies, fo that they lend a mutual a/Mance to each 
other. Crit.DiJf, p.306. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


PSALM XCIL SECT. LXX. 

The importance and advantage of religious grati¬ 
tude . The fubjett the divine favours and won¬ 
derful works of providence . The earthly minded 
and fenfualy greatly ignorant as to futurityy and 
the terrible fate that is approaching the mojl 
profperous wicked . The righteous certain to be 
fome time happy . A lyrick ode hymn or fong to 
be performed on the fabbath-day . The Author 
not improbaby Moles. 


Sect. 70 


Psalm 

zeii. 1. 


Psalm xcii. 1. 

I T is juft and reafonable, 
perfectly becoming and 
inexpreflibly beneficial for all 
men to confefs and magnify 
the felf-exiftent Being: and, 
O thou fovereign fpirit, and 
center of all excellence, with 
elevated fentiments and the 
moft expreflive words declare 
thy boundlefs dominion and 
fupreme perfection. 

2 With the earlieft dawn of 
morning-light, to acknow¬ 
ledge openly thy extraordi¬ 
nary and unparalleled cle¬ 
mency and mercy; and as 
often as the evening-fhades 
return, thy conftancy and 
inviolable fidelity to thy word 
and promife. 

3 Farther to give all ima¬ 
ginable advantage and digni¬ 
ty. 


“SAtM xcu. I. 

J T is a good thing 
to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and 
to fing praifes unro 
thy name, O moft 
High: 


2. To (hew forth 
thy loving kindnefs 
in the morning, 
and thy faithfulnefi 
every night; 


3. Upon an in- 
firument of ten 
firings, and upon 

the 
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the pfiltcry; upon 
the harp with a fo- 
lemn found. 


4. For thou, Lord 
haft made me glad 
through thy work: 
I will triumph in 
the works of thy 
hands. 


5. O Lord, how 
great are thy works! 
und thy thoughts arc 
very deep. 


6. A brutifh man 
knoweth not; neither 
doth a fool under* 
ftand this. 


ty to the noble fervice, that Sect. 70. 
is in the power of art or na« 
ture, the choiceft mufical in- A ^ M 
ftruments or the mod charm¬ 
ing voices. 

The contemplation of thy 4 
wonderful works in the hea¬ 
vens and the earth, afford the 
rational well-difpofed mind 
a peculiar fatisfaCtion and 
mod refined pleafure; as on 
occafion of finifhing harveft 
or obtaining a vi&ory, I will 
fing exult and triumph in the 
perfection beauty and varie¬ 
ty, order multitude and mag¬ 
nificence of the difplays of 
thy wifdom and Omnipo¬ 
tence. 

Maker and Lord of all, 5 
how illuftrious full of wonder 
and immenfc in extent are 
thy operations! and the 
fchemes of thy univerfal go¬ 
vernment inexplicable, in- 
fcrutable by human under- 
ftanding, quite beyond the 
reach of mortal capacity. 

The degenerate grovelling 6 
man who is wholly taken up 
with the things that are be¬ 
fore him, and has no fenfe 
of or regard to immaterial 
objefts and future invifible 
realities, confiders not nor is 
concerned about thefe im- 


Ff 3 


portant 
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Sect. 70 portant matters: neither doth 

a foolifh ftupid and wicked 
one penetrate fo far as to form 
proper ideas and receive due 
impreflions, either relative to 
the grand fubjedt I have men¬ 
tioned ; or that I am now 
going to intimate. 

7 It is concerning the earth¬ 
ly profperity of ungodly men 
and its fad end; that when 
providence fbffers the high- 
eft degree of it to happen, 
their enterprizes to be fuc- 
ceeded, their wealth abound, 
and their ftate in all external 
refpects to be mod flourish¬ 
ing, fo that they live and die 
in the utmoft luxury pomp 
and pride, and yet are beyond 
all bounds profane hypocri¬ 
tical and immoral; there are 
referved for them future pu- 
nifhments: and all their per¬ 
verted bleflings baften them 
to a mod terrible eternal de- 
ftraction: 

s As much as they exalt 
themfelves above all that is 
called God, and flight thy 
laws, their glory Ihall die 
with them: and thy Almigh¬ 
ty power, certain equity and 

J jerfeft holinefs be made con- 
picuous to the whole world 
in their everlafting confufion. 

. Whid> 


7 .Whcn the wick¬ 
ed Spring as the 
grafs, and when all 
the workers of ini¬ 
quity do flourifh ; // 
is that they (hall be 
deltroyed for ever: 


S. But thou L01 t>, 

art mofi high for 

ever more. 



Bosk 

9. For lo, thine 
enemies, O Lord, 
u for lo, thine ene¬ 
mies (hall perifh; all 
the workers of ini¬ 
quity Hull be feat¬ 
hered : 


10. But my horn 
(halt thou exalt like 
4 he horn of an uni¬ 
corn : I (hall be an¬ 
ointed with frefli oil. 


11. Mine eye alfo 
(hall foe my defire on 
mine enemies, And 
mine ears (hall hear 
my defire of the wick¬ 
ed that rife up a- 
gainft me. 


of Ps A L M 5 . 



Which will abundantly Sect. 70. 

riehteoufnefs and V T'" V ““" J 

1 ^ ■ , rJALM 

thy providence, a xcii 
period fhall certainly com¬ 
mence, how long fbever it 
dray feem delayed, when the 
sreateft diftin£tk>n will be 


prove thy 
vindicate 


made betwixt wicked and 


pious men, thine enemies and 
thy faithful fervants: the 
former, it cannot be doubted* 
fhall be debarred of future 
life and happinefs, difperfed 
as chaff before the wind j or 
by a final judicial fentenco 
for ever feparated from the 
affembly of the juft. 

The latter, amongft whom *0 
I hope to be hereafter con* 
fidered, fhall not only be 
free’d from their fuffe rings 
but recompenced for them, 
and advanced to the higheft 
dignity : as ftrengthened with 
new unknown vigour, or as 
anointed with the frefheft and 


moft exhilerating oil, their 
condition (hall be truly flou- 
rifhing and their blifs eternal. 

As remarkably as if the 11 
dreadful fcenes were prefent- 
ed to my external fenfes, and 
I beheld their agonies or 
heard their groans, fhall I 

F f 4 be 


u The repetition is not improbably as Edwards obferves 
a fpurious one, to be attributed to the carcleflhefs of Tome 
tranferiber. 
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Sect. 70. be a fpedtator of or fully fa- 

ti.sfied concerning a juft judg- 

•• ALM ment exccu ted upon my ob- 

xcu. j 1. ~. , . r . , 3 

innate and incorrigible ene¬ 
mies according as they have 
deferved: and whatever of 
mifery I could realbnably 
defire thofe to fuffer who 
have exerted their utmoft 
power to diftrefs me, /hall 
iurely be inflicted on them. 

12 As the palm-tree through 
all feafons of the year retains 
its verdure, fo (hall the man 
of integrity and benevolence 
flourifh in the world of im¬ 
mortality : and fliall refemb’e 
for growth vigour and beauty 
the ftrong cedar or the lofty 
pine. * 

Thofe 


1 2. The righteous 
fliall flourifh like the 
w palm-tree: he fliall 
grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. 


w The trank of the palm-tree is large, round, (freight 
and lofty. The top is crowned with a large tuft of fpiring 
leaves, about four feet long, which never fall ofF, but al¬ 
ways continue upon the tree in the fame flourifhing ver¬ 
dure. The whole is very beautiful. At the bottom of 
the leaves, the fruit called dates, grows in clutters like 
grapes, fweet and agreeable to the palate. Dr Shaw fays, 
he was inforjned that it is in its greateft vigour about thirty 
years after it is planted : and continues in the fame full 
vigour feventy years longer, bearing all this while every 
year about three or four hundred pound weight of dares. 
It likewise yields a kind of honey, which comes under the 
general name il'DT Cedar CeIJius interprets Pine-tree, which 
is tall, (freight and beautiful, growing upon mountains, 
and in cold countries, (it for mads of (hip, fee Ezek xxvii. 
5. which the Cedar of Lebanon cannot be ; feeing it (hoots 
into many very large branches about feven or eight feet 
from the ground. Olav. Celf HieroboL Part. I. p. ic6. 
Sbai i/s Tra'v. p. 244. Hiller Hiercpbyt. Part. I. p. 127. 

Part. II. p 463. Jofepb. Bell. Jud, L. V. c. 3. 
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13. Thofe that 
be planted in the 
houl’e of the Lord 
frail Hourifh in the 

courts of our God. 

■ 


14. They fhall 
Hill bring forth fruit 
in old age; they 

frail be fat and flou- 
rifliing: 


15. To fhew that 

the JLord is upright: 
he is my rock, and 
there is no unrigh- 
teoufnefs in him. 


Thofe who by their at- Sect. 70. 
tendance on publick focial v 
worfhip in the houfe of God xc jl*i L * 
here below, are planted with 
the genuine principles of 
vital religion, and properly 
ripen’d for the eternal harveft, 

(hall reap the happy effects 
of heavenly bleflednefs in the 
courts above. 

They fhall not decay on*4 
account qf grey hairs or be 
lefs fruitful the older they 
grow: no feafons of that 
glorious world fhall hinder 
but as if their youth was per¬ 
petually renewed they fhall 
bring forth fruit and be full 
of vigour and verdure. 

To give undeniable evi -*5 
dence to the whole moral 
creation, that the great and 
good Lord of all, afts con¬ 
formably to the llri&eft rules 
of truth and righteoufnefs: 
the objedl of my entire con¬ 
fidence may ever be depend¬ 
ed on: under no cover, on 
no poflible account will there 
ever be found in him the 
leaft unfairnefs deceit or 
iniquity. 


PSALM 
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A Paraphuase on the 


PSALM XC 1 II. 

The kingdom majejly and Omnipotence of God. The 
jlohility of his works and eternity of his rule . 
AH oppofiticn to his fupreme pie a fur e utterly in 
vain . His declarations concerning the fecurity 
of hi: holy place to he fully depended on y fo long 
as the worfhippers in it are holy and righteous . 
The occafioUy as is fuppofed , fome violent inun¬ 
dation* 


Psalm xciii. i. 


Sect. 7c 



H E everlafting felf- 
JL exiftent Deity is pof- 
fefted of an univerfal do¬ 
minion ; as in royal robes he 


is arrayed in the mod excel¬ 
lent majefty; the mod high 
God is perfeft in power, and 
with infinite eafe and the 
quickeft inftantaneous dif- 
patch does whatfoever pleafes 
him: fart her, the whole habita¬ 
ble earth reftsby his order up¬ 
on fo ftabk a foundation, that 
no lefs power than his own, 
can heave it out of its place, 
or wrench it from its bafis. 

2 Ere time began, thy throne 
of absolute authority flood 
unfhaken: from a duration 
antecedent to all fublunary 
meafures, even from an end- 
lefs eternity thou haft en¬ 
joyed the fame identical per¬ 
manency 


Ps ALU xciii. I. 


T he Lors 

reignerh, he is 
clothed with ma¬ 
jefty ; the Lord 
is clothed with 
ftrength, 'wherewith 
he hath girded him- 
fflf: the world alfo 
is ftablifhed, that it 
cannot be moved. 


2. Thy throne « 
eftablifhed of old : 
thou art from ever^ 
lafting. 
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j.Thit floods have 
lifted up, O LoftD, 

the floods have lifted 

up' their voice; the 
jtoods lift up their 
waves. 


4. The Lord on 
high is mightier than 
the noife of many 
Waters, yrtr, than thfc 

mighty waves 0/ the 
ft a. 


manency of dominion and s *ct 70 
perfection. 

Immutable and eternal xciii. 2,3 
Being, lawlefs pallions, hor¬ 
rid impieties, and unnumber¬ 
ed violences, like the fwel¬ 
ling waves, and hideous roar¬ 
ings of tempeftuous fea.s, 
have prevailed, infuked thine 
authority and threat’ned thy 
moral rule •> 

They are all utterly in vain 4 
let again ft the Omnipotence 
of the Infinite Being, who* 
dwelleth in the higheit iiea.* 
vens; and who, as their ab- 
loltfte fovereign, can raile. a 
louder noife and {hew a fu* 


5 Thy teftimonies 
are very fure: holi- 
nefs becometh thine 
houfe, O Lord, for 

ever. 


perior power to control and" 
entirely fuppjefs their utmofl: 
fury and madneiV. 

Neither need it to bes 
doubted, but in due time 
thou wilt do it; for thy de¬ 
clarations on this head, have 
the full affurance of thy own 
inviolable truth, that they 
lhall certainly be aeeompUlh- 
ed; the building againlt 
which their rage is levelled, 
is facred to thyfelf and re- 
figious purpofes, and. fliall 
be defended; fo long as thole 
torho worlhip in it are wholly 
devoted to virtue, truth and 
jighteoufnefs. 


PSALM 
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A Paraphrase oh the 

« 

PSALM XCVI. SECT. LXXI. 


appeal to the Almighty refpeCting the injujlict and 
opprejfions committed by men in authority. Re- 
prefentation of theft eno rmi ties. Their fupporty 
abfurd and impious principles . Afflictions and 
chajlifement no evidences of divine rejection , but 
of regard and intended benefit. Iniquity, certain 
mifery to its authors. I be occa/wn, probably 
the Babylonifh captivity , aud the defign to pro¬ 
cure redemption. 


Psalm xciv. i. 


Sect. 71. 



Psalm 


xciv. 1. 


U NERRING and Eter¬ 
nal Lord God, who 
haft both the power and right 
to fix exaft meafures betwixt 


thy judgments and men’s 
crimes \ we thine injured and 
moft grievoufly opprefled 
fervants moft humble befeech 


thee, to afiert thy prerogative 
royal and inflitt deferved pu- 
niihments. 


2 Arbiter and judge of the 
whole earth, appear feated 
on thy eternal throne of im¬ 
partial juftice ; and teftify to 
all the world thy righteous 
difpleafure againft a perni¬ 
cious growing arrogance* 
in proportionably rebuking 
humbling entirely crulhing 
thefe children of pride. 

3 To what tedious long date, 
lhall thy forbearance and per- 

miflions 


Pa A LM xciv. X. 


O Lord God, to 
whom ven¬ 
geance belongeth, O 
God, to whom ven¬ 
geance belongeth, 
£hew thyfelf. 


2. Lift op thyfelf, 
thou judge of the 
earth: render a re¬ 
ward to the ptoud. 


3. Lord, how 
long (hall the wick¬ 
ed, how long (hall 
the wicked triumph? 
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millions allow them, who Sect. 70. 
make no difference betwixt u 
right and wrong, to trample XC £ AL ^ 
on the juft and triumph in 
the fpoils of the innocent ? 

4. How long (hall Shall they alway thus eruc- 4 

they utter Wfpeak tate ^ anc j their wealth and 
hard things ? W all p QWer gj ve f an <ftion to in- 

ouity boaft them- vedtives and calumnies; that 
reives? are expreffive of an obftinate 

and unrelenting malignity 
and intended to fix a lading 
infamy ? and thofe who un- 
weariedly apply themfelves 
to form and execute the moft 
iniquitous defigns, raife their 
haughty crefts, and remain 
abfolute Lords over us ? 


5. They break in 
pieces thy people, 
O Lord, and afflift 
thine heritage. 


Good God, like crulhingj 
a thing, or breaking it into 
the fmalleft pieces, they harafs 
and diftrefs to the utmoft thy 
beloved people: and lay the 
heaviefl: burdens upon thine 
inheritance. 


6. They flay the 
widow and the ftraa- 
ger, and murder the 
fatherlefs. 


7. Yet they fay, 
the Lord (hall not 
fee; neither (hall the 
God of Jacob re¬ 
gard rV. 


Contrary to all rules of6 
hofpitality or even common 
humanity, they maffacre de¬ 
folate widows, friendlefs ftran- 
gers, and without any re- 
lentings of pity, helplefe 
orphans. 

Amidft thefe fcenesof hor- 7 
rid barbarity, and to encou¬ 
rage themfelves to proceed 
in them, they declare or pre¬ 
fume with the higheft con¬ 
tempt 
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Sbct. 7a tempt of him* faying, their 

fuprcmc Being lhatl not in- 
xciv. 7. fpe& or obferve *, neither lhall 

the Jehovah who protefts 
the off-fpring of Jaccb make 
us to underftand, or call us 
to an account for it. 


9 Be inftru&ed vou who In- 

4 

ov<i jank among mankind, 
t .t in many relpefts more 
releir Kle the brutal fpecies, 
that have no fenfe of moral 
good or evil : and you un¬ 
thinking ftupid beings, when 
will you rife to any ma¬ 
turity of judgment, or what 
can give you ftrength of 
reafon ? 

9 Was any thing ever more 
abfurd and unaccountable, 
than the imagination that he 
who formed and Rationed with 


8 . Underhand, ye 
brutifli among the 
people: and^r fools, 
when will ye be 
wife? 


He that plant¬ 
ed the ear, lhall he 
J \ot hear? he that 
formed the eye, (hall 
he not fee ? 


fuch admirable art the curious 
organ of .hearing fhould have 
nothing equivalent, nor any 
ideaof founds ? he who con¬ 
trived and falhioned with fuch 
inimitable (kill, the moll per- 
feft of our fenfes, the feeing 
eye, fhould himfelf not at all 
perceive the differences of 
external objefts. 

tp He who hath promulgated , 
laws of (landing inftrufhon then> not he 

to correct ? 


x The literal rendering is, he that inflruBeth the -nations 
all people in the world, he that teacheth Adam giveth laws 

to 
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correft } he that 
tcacheth man know¬ 
ledge, Jhodi not k* 
inovu ? 


ti.TheLord know- 
eth the thoughts of 
man, that they art 
▼anity. 


1 2 . Blefled is the 
man whom thou 
chafteneft, O Lord, 
and teacheft him out 
©f thy law. 


That thou 
mayelt give him reft 
from the days of ad- 
verfity, T until the 
pit be digged for the 
wicked. 



Psalm 


to all nations of this world; Sect. 70. 
he who hath fhewed man-, 
all men without exception 

* 1 1 r 1 XCMf - 

what is good and what 
he hath required of them 
that he ihall not corral 
and punifti them if they be 
ignorant or difobedient? 

Beyond all poflibility of n 
deception, the Lord dilcern- 
-eth the fpirits and imagina¬ 
tions of men, that they are 
frequently very fooliQi and 
extravagantcannot feeure 
their impunity, but vifibly 
betray them to their own 
ruin. 

In the true way of lading *2 
happinefs is the docile humble 
man, whom by fatherly cor¬ 
rections thou reduced from 
his errors: and informed hi-m 
by thy law of the knowledge, 
and habituated him to the 
praftice of virtue and piety. 

That after all his difquie- 13 
tudes and afflictions he may 
reft in peace andfafety; whilft 
the wicked are enlnared in 
the error of their ways, and 
fuffer that deftrudion which 
is prepared for them in their 

paft 


to all men without exception, Jhall he not rebuke correfi or 
punijh them wher* they are inattentive to his lectures or 
dilobey his laws. Then there will be no ocoafion for the 
addition of our Englijb tranllators. 

y "TV here icems to fignify av/ 7 ^ as Jon. iv, 2. Job i 16. 
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Sect. 70. paft ungodly and impenitent 

lives. 

For a mod faithful and 
merciful God will not lb 
neglett his people as always 
to expofe them to injury; 
neither will be fo utterly for- 
fake his diftrefled inheritance, 
as to take no further care 
for it. 

>5 Judgment lhall at length 
be pafied in a manner that is 
equal and mod gracious: 
and the future ftate which 
immediately fucceeds it be to 
the everlafting benefit of all 
that are true hearted. 

16 I am ready to do my part, 
and (hew all reafonable zeal, 
that juftice may prevail on 
earth; but in thefe degene¬ 
rate times where fhall 1 meet 
with proper abetters? who 
will rile or ftir to give judg¬ 
ment againfi: the wicked 
great? When my perfon or 
property are attacked by the 
powerful enemies of God 
and virtue, who in this world 

is 


14. For the Lop d 
will not call off h h 
people, neither will 
he forfalte his in¬ 
heritance. 


15. But * judg¬ 
ment fnall return 
unto righteoufnefs: 
and all the upright in 
heart fhall follow it. 


16. Who will rife 
up for me againll 
v evil doers ? or who 
will Hand up for me 
againll the workers 
of iniquity ? 


* Some interpret their former fufTerings fhall be con¬ 
verted into the greateft advantages—and to this 1h2.Il 
fuccecd the flourithing profperous condition of all pious 
men. Others, that God hath his rounds or circuits for 
judgment. When he will do full jullic? in the fight of all 
honed men, who are reprefented as attending the train, 
and affifting to the pomp of execution. 
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i ^.Unlcfs the Lord 

Jeid been my help, 
my foul had almolt 
dwelt in filcncc. 


i 8. When I faid, 

ray foot flippeth \ 
thy mercy, OLord, 
held me up. 


is enough honeft and refolute Sect. 70 
to defend them ? 

In numberlefs preffing ne- xci s v AL ^ 
ceffities, there is no fuccouri7. 
to be had but from the Al¬ 
mighty ; and in my own cafe 
frequently, unlefs he had 
l'eafonably relieved, there was 
the fmalleft fpace betwixt me 
and the dreary abodes under 
ground where eternal Qlence 
reigns. 

When I have actually 
thought, deftru£lion as un¬ 
avoidable, as if my foot had 
flipt with an enemy clofe 
behind me, mod merciful 
God, thy inconceivable good- 
nefs hath fuftained and pre- 
ferved me. 

When a multiplicity of *9 
painful anxious thoughts have 
been tumultuoufly working 
in my troubled bread, enough 
almoft to unhinge and quite 
diftraft me; the fudden change 
of affairs, or the fovereign 
confolation infufed by the ar- 
gumentsofreligion, have pro¬ 
duced the greateft difference . 

L ’ jl . I ' p and the moft fenfible pleafure. 

20. Shall the For t [ lus j re fl e £ted, or ^his 20 

hav"f e lbw5with ^ntiment was fuggefted to 

thee, me, can there be any con- 

a Delight refrefh, cherifh, deal friendly with, make much 
of, as a nurfe her child, or a parent her off-fpring. 


19. J11 the multi¬ 
tude of my thoughts 
within me, thy com¬ 
forts * delight my 
foul. 


VOL. III. 


Gg 


nettion 
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Psalm 
xciv”. 20. 


21 


Sect. 70. ne&ion or communication 

betwixt thy eternal throne of 
righteoufnefs and mercy, and 
the fanguinary tribunal of a 
moft unjuft and cruel tyrant: 
who contrary to all ends of 
government, adopts into his 
lyftem the moft pernicious 
maxims, and under form of 
law produces the greateft 
mifchief. 

They aflemble in troops 
to have the righteous and 
good man apprehended; and 
as if he was plainly proved 
guilty adjudge the innocent 
to fuffer a capital punifhment. 

22 . Still I doubt not my fecu- 
rity under the guardianfhip 
of divine providence; which 
is to me in the place of an 
impregnable fortrefs; and af¬ 
fords much more certain 
ground of fafety: and with 
whatever rapidity and fury I 
am purfued, the fame will 
prove as a rock of defence, 
or city of refuge, where 
one can harm me. 

23 \And as to them, the mif- 
chiefs they threat’ned the up¬ 
right and pious with fhall fall 
upon themielves; and de- 
ftruftion feize whilft they are 
perpetrating their pernicious 

l'chcmes: there is no doubt 

but 


thee, which frameth 
mifchief by a law ? 


21. They gather 
themfelves together 
againft the foul of 
the rigln-ca and 
condemn the inno¬ 
cent blood. 

/ 

22. But the Lord 

is my defence; and 
■ 

my God is the rock 
of my refuge. 


23. And he fhall 
bring upon them 
their own iniquity, 
and fhall cut them 
off in their own 
wickednefs \yea 9 the 
Lord our God fhall 

cat (hem off. 
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but our God and moft juft Sect. 71 
governour will bring them 
to condign puniftimefit and : SAL “ 
a moft terrible fate. 


PSALM XCV. SECT. LXXII. 

Invitation to publick worfhip and thankfgiving 7 
The Almighty the fupreme Governour , and his 
people entirely dependant , reafonable grounds 
thereof. Admonition againjl obfiinacy of carriage , 
dnd fuch provoking murmurs , as the Ifraelites 
were guilty of in the wildernefs. The occafion y 
fame fuppofe , bringing the arb from the houfe 
0/Obed-Edom. Others the rebuilding of the 
temple. The author David, but the Jews fay 
Mofes , and confefs a reference herein to the times 
of the Mefiiah. 


Psalm xcv. i. 

O Come, let us 
■fing unto the 
Lord : let us make 
a joyful noife to the 
rock of our falva- 
tion. 


% 

2. Let us come 
before bis prefence 
with thankfgiving, 
and make a joyful 
noife unto him with 
pfalms. 


PsAl m xcv. i. 


A TTEND, l befeechSECT. 72. 

you all,and with united v — 
hearts let us fing forth the PsALN1 
praifes of the only living and* CV ’ u 
true God : as lhouting in 
the fheaves of harveft, or 
triumphing for vidlory, let 
us raile to the higheft pitch 
our joyful acclamations to 
his eternal honour, on whom 
we entirely depend for peaqc 
and fafaty. 

Under the ftrongeft im- 2 

prefiions gf his perfedign and 
providence, let us halte to 
. prefent Qurfelves in his fanc- 
t-uary; tp acknowledge his 
G g a ' favours, 
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Sect. 72. favours, and in regular com- 

pofitions with exulting voices 
celebrate them. 

3 This is truly rational, for 
they manifeft that the Lord 
whom we adore is the mod 
high God, and poffefled 
of the greateft incommuni¬ 
cable and eternal excellence: 
infinitely fupcrior in autho¬ 
rity to ail earthly governours 
or even angelick powers. 

4 Whofe perfection extends 
to penetrate and direCt the 
earth’s inmoft recedes or 
loweft caverns: the fatiguing 
acclivities or arduous heights 

• of the mod lofty hills are alfo 
fubjeCted to his dominion, 
and moved fhaken and over¬ 
whelmed at his direction. 

5 The collections of water 
in wide feas are under his 
jurifdiCtion, for 
nally formed and gave a 
decree to them: and as a 
potter the clay, his operation 
figured the dry land feparated 
from the chaos. 

6 Suffer me then to repeat 
and prefs theinvitation,0 give 
your attendance, and let us 
pay unfeigned homage, with 
bowing heads and bended 
knees, in the facrcd prefence 
of the great Creator and our 
Lord and benefadtor. 

For 


he origi- 


on the 


3. For the Lord 
is a great God, and 
a great king above 
all gods. 


4. In his hand ore 
the deep places 0/ the 
earth : the (Length 
of the hills is his 
alfo. 


5. The fea is his, 
and he made it: and 
his hands formed 
the dry land. 


6. O come, let os 
worfhip and bow 
down: let us kneel 
before the Loro 
our maker. 
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7, 8, and 9. For 
he /jourGod, and we 
arc the people of his 
pafture,and the fheep 
of his hand: to-day if 
ye will hear hi* 
voice. Harden not 
your heart, as in the 
provocation, and as 
in the day of temp¬ 
tation in the wilder- 
nefs; When your 
fathers tempted me, 
proved me, and faw 
my work. 



Psalm 


For he hath eminently dif- Sect. 7 z 
tinguifhed us of the Ifraelitijh 
nation with peculiar grants „ rv „ Q n 

, ... * . .D XCV.7,8,9 

and privileges: it is our 
honour and happinefs, to call 
him our God, as a people 
to be under his tuition, as a 
flock his conftant infpeftion. 
Wherefore, if in this your 
day of viliration, you are in¬ 
clined to hearken to his voice 
and obey his laws * take this 
neceffary caution, and pioufly 
beware of following the ex¬ 
ample of your unthankful 
and incredulous anCeftors in 
the wildernefs: where faith 
the Almighty, your fore¬ 
fathers indeed put my pa¬ 
tience and Omnipotence to 
the trial, and likewife ex¬ 


1 o and 11. Forty 
years long was I 
grieved with this 
generation, and faid, 
it is a people that 
do err in their heart, 
and they have not 
known my ways: 
Unto whom I fware 
in my wrath, that 
they ihould not enter 
into my reft. 


perienced fome what of the 
one and of the other. 

During the whole courfe to, 11, 
of forty years, even from 
their leaving Egypt to their 
palTing over Jordan, was I 
quite tired with a carriage 
truly difguftful in that molt 
obftinate and incorrigible ge¬ 
neration *, and tellifieu as to 
them, that they are a people 
whole errors can be placed 
to no account but that of a 


voluntary refolved ftupidity 
and wickcdnefs; neither would 

G g 3 they 
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Sect. 72. they ever be influenced to 

obferve my ways of provi- 

jeev.*Ojii, dence or Jaws of righteouf- 

nefs: as to all whom, fave 
Caleb and Jofhua? in my juft 
difpleafure, I irrevocably de¬ 
creed, or molt folemnly 
fwore; faying, if they ihalL 
enter into the promifed reft 
and happy fettlement, fo jet 
it happen to me, or I will 
not be God. 


PSALM XCVI. 

"Exhortation to celebrate the divine praifes: and to 
render the Almighty honoured by heathens. His 
awful greatnefs , and the infinite preference due 
to him compared to idols. His abfohte fupre- 
wacy, and the glory of his fan Hu ary. "To be 

n'orfhipped there. A he world's Governour , 
Supporter and Judge . His judgment . The 
folid ground to the righteous of exultation. The 
author and cccafion are fuppofed to be the fame 
as the former. 


Psalm xevi. j. 

Sect. 72. /^OM PLY now with my 
v-—v-—earned defire, and to the 
Psalm eternal honour of Almighty 

* cvi - *• God, ling a new fong of 

praife for his recent and fignal 
favours : let the whole coun¬ 
try of Judea molt melodioufly 
celebrate our common Lor d 
and Governour. 

I rpp^at 


Psalm xevi. 1. 

O Sing unto the 
Lord a new 
fong: ling unro 

the Lord all the 

1 

earth. 
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2. Sing unto the 
Lord, blefs his 
name; ihew forth 
his falvation from 
d»y to day. 


I repeat it, raife your voices Sect. yt . 
high to God’s glory * moll 
devoutly acknowledge his XC y i AV “ 
perfections and providence: 
be continually declaring what 
fuccefiive deliverances he had 


3. Declare his 
glory among the 
heathen, his wonders 
among all people. 


4. For the Lord 
is great; and great¬ 
ly to be praifed : lie 
is to be feared above 
all gods. _ 


wrought, and the great faiva- 
tion he hath promifed. 

Ifraelitcs who are acquaint- 3 
ed with the true nature and 
gpand objedt of religion, 
freely publiflr them to be¬ 
wildered pagans: the wonders 
of his power and wifdom to 
people of all nations and 
kingdoms. 

This is only doing juftice 4 
to the mod perfeCt and illus¬ 
trious of all characters, viz. 
that of the fupreme Being: 
who is infinitely exalted in 
majefty; and for the difplays 
of his power, wifdom and 
goodnefs, truly deferving of 
everlafting prailes: there are 
no thrones of this earth, divi¬ 
nities of gentiles, nor angels 
of heaven that can claim the 


religious veneration which is 
clearly due to him. 

5. For all the As to all pagan deities de- * 
gods of the nations rnons and images, they are 

lT^D^niade* the ^efpicable worthlefs idols that 
heavens. can d° not hing for their ab- 

furd votaries: butthefpacious 
heavens give undeniable teftU 
G g 4 niony 
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7 


Sect. iz mony to the glorious attri- 
— 1 butes of the Lord Jeho- 

Pbalm j 

XCV 4 .C 6. VAH - 

Efiential to his perfon and 
ever under his unconftrained 
dire&ion are all the nobleft 
amazing perfections; hisfanc- 
tuary difplays his Omnipo¬ 
tence, peculiar dignity and 
truly refulgent glory. 

O all ye families, from 
whatever tribe you fpring, 
chearfully afcribe unto the 
fupreme Deity; afcribe, I 
fay, molt fincerely to the 
univerfal Lord everlafting 
excellence power and fplen- 
dour. 

3 Declare the inftances of 
his evident authority, confpi- 
cuous providence, and mod 
illuftrious beneficence, which 
command ’ efteem even 
the utmoft veneration : as 
cuftomary to the higheft 
earthly potentates, bring coft- 
ly'prefents and moft humbly 
enter his facred courts. 

9 Fail not with fubmifiion 
and the lowed proftration, 
to pay your devoured homage 
to the Lord of the whole 
creation ; within the walls of 
that glorious manfion, which 
contains the ark of his cove- 
and fymbols of his 


nant 


* 

6 . Honour and 
majefty are before 
him; ftrength and 
beauty ore in h\, 
fandtuary. 


y. Give unto the 
Lord, O ye kind¬ 
reds of the people, 
give unto the Lord 
glory and ftrength. 


8 . Give unto the 
Lord, the glory due 
unto his name: bring 
an offering, and 
come into his courts. 


9. O worfhip the 
Lord in the beauty 
ofjsoliuels: fear be¬ 
fore him all the 
earth. 


peculiar 
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jo. Say among 
the heathen,/^/ the 
Lord rcigneth: the 
world alio fha.ll be 
eftablifhed, that it 
fhall not be moved ; 
be fhall judge the 
jpcople righteouily. 


xevi. 9 


peculiar prefence: let the Sect.72 
whole country, as feized with 
an unufual awe, and amaze- SALM 
ment, approach under the 
deepeft imprefiions with the 
greateft folemnity. 

Declare to idolatrous hea-10 
thens, that the reins of uni- 
verfel providence are truly 
managed, not by their de¬ 
mons and fictitious divini¬ 
ties, but by the all-perfeCt 
Deity : the whole world and 


n, iz and 13. Let 
ihe heavens rejoice, 
and let the earth be 
glad: let the fea 
rore, and the fulnefs 
thereof. Let the field 
be joyful, and all 
that is therein; then 
lhall all the trees of 
the wood rejoice, 
lief ore the Lord: 
for lie cometh, 
for he cometh to 
iudcrc the earth : he 

fhall 


its affairs arc under a proper 
direction, and ftand upon 
an immoveable foundation: 
moreover, whatever feeming 
inequalities and diforders 
there may be at prefent; 
they are in the way of being 
rectified, by an appointed 
future judgment; wherein 
rewards and punifhments fhall 
be admjniftred with perfeCt 
accuracy to all men as they 
have aCted. 

Then fhall virtue long op- ,2 > 
prefled at length triumph: 
let the heavens fiiine bright¬ 
er to congratulate the happy 
occafion, and the earth put 
on a mod finding afpeCt: let 

the oceans’s roaring billows 
lafh the fhores in token of 
fimsfaCtion, and all the te¬ 
nants of the deep exprefs plea- 

fure: let the wide extended 

' plape 
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Sect. 72. plane with lts ; herbage corn fli all judge the world 
v p u ~ and fruit feem to exult: the WIth r ig bt ®° u ^efs, 
^"“ revolution is a moft impor- wfeh 

12,13. tant one, artd the wood-lands, 

plants and trees will be clad 
for congratulating it, in a 
moft verdant foliage; at the 
appearance of defending 
Deity: for he deigns this 
earth a vifit in order to exe¬ 
cute judgment: the whole 
habitable world fttall be fen- 
tenced according to the moft 
perfect laws of moral recti¬ 
tude; and the peculiar peo¬ 
ple tried by thofe oracles of 
truth and reafon which have 
been committed to them. 


PSALM XCVII. SECT. LXXIII. 


The doftrine of a providence worthy lo be rejoiced 
in . The folemnity and excellency of the divine 
government . Terrible to heathen idolaters . The 
Jfraelite’j hope and joy . Moral roil to be avoid¬ 
ed by profejfors of true religion. Integrity the 
ground of perpetual pleafure and happinefs . The 
occafton is fuppofed to be fome victory , and 
the autbof^'Dzv'xd* See 1 Chron. xviii. 1. 
2 Sam. xviii. 14. 



Psalm xcvii. 1. 

Sect. 73. E adminiftration of 

X all affairs is under the 
divine direction ; let the in¬ 
habitants of the earth confider 
this as the moft defirable joy¬ 
ful fentiment; and however 

difperfed 


Psalm 
xcvii. 1. 


Psalm xcvii. i. 

T HE Lord 

reigneth; let 
the earth rejoice; 
let the multitude of 
ifles be glad thereof* 




*. Clouds and 
^arknefs fire round 
about him : righ- 
teoufnefs and judg¬ 
ment ore the habita¬ 
tion of bis throne. 


3. A fire goeth 
before him, and 
burneth up his ene¬ 
mies round about. 


4. His light¬ 
nings enlightened 
the world : tbe earth 
faw, and trembled. 


5. The hills melt¬ 
ed like wax at the 

S 

prefence of the Lord, 
at the prefence of 

the 
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difperfed they are, and fur- Sect. 73. 
rounded with dangerous fea$, 
let multiplied iflands here xc *p L L ” 
ground their hopes of peace 
and' fafety. 

As if the thick eft clouds * 
of an impenetrable obfeu- 
rity intercepted, fhort-fighted 
creatures cannot fathom the 
fecretdcfigns, nor inveftigate 
the amazing ways of provi¬ 
dence: yet the perfection of 
equity is the confeffed liable 
bafis of God’s throne, and 
the invariable rule of all his 
proceedings. 

Asa gathering confuming 3 
fire bums dry ftubble, the 
feverity of his juftice leads 
the way, and on all Tides is 
moft dreadfully fatal; tothofe 
whom the evidence of truth 
could never convince, nor the 
laws of virtue regulate. 

His executions, like thun- 4 
der-bolts (truck, or the quick- 
eft blazes of forked light¬ 
nings penetrated deep, and 
forced conviction through the 
habitable world : the unani¬ 
mated earth Teemed fen fib le, 
and as if fuddenly feized with 
trembling horrors, fhook and 
tottered to its center. 

-> 

As wax melteth before the 5 
fire, the fixed folid hills ap¬ 
peared difiblvcd at the ap¬ 
proaches 
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S^ct. 73. proaches of the great Jeho- 

va ^ > at t ^ ie a pp roac ^ es °f 

iovereign exiftence, the fup- 
portandLoa d oftheuniverfe. 

6 The tempeftuous heavens 
give abundant teftimony, to 
his perfect juftice, in fhowers 
of deferved vengeance on die 
guilty heads of the irreclaim¬ 
able : and all people are admo- 
nifhedfpeCtatorsof rhedifplay 
of his fupremacv, the prodi¬ 
gies of his matchlefs power. 

7 Confounded they are, and 

may all the infatuated de¬ 
votees of fictitious gods and 
wooden divinities, always be 
expofed and confounded j who 
place confidence in and glory 
of worthlefs handy-work 

idols: ye greateft lords of this 
earth, and higheft angels of 
heaven pay your foie homage 
to the common fovereign. 

. D 

8 Upon receiving intelligence 
of our fuccefies, the inhabi¬ 
tants of Jerufalem gave allpof- 
iible demonftrations oi joy: 
the other cities of the land of 
*]udca y ^celebrated the happy 
occafion: which was truly 
that ofjuftice prevailing, their 
enemies overthrown, and 
themfelves delivered from 
oppreffion and perfecution. 

9 For, mod powerful Being, 
it appeared very confpicu- 

oufly. 


the Lord of the 
whole earth. 


6 . The heavens 
declare his righte- 
oufnefs: and all the 
people fee his glory. 


7. Confounded be 
all they that ferve 
graven Images, that 
boall themlelves of 
idols: worihip him 
all ye gods. 


8 . Zion heard, 
and was glad, and 
the daughters of Ju¬ 
dah rejoiced, be- 
caufe of thy judg¬ 
ments. 


9. Forthou Lord, 
art high above all 
the earth; thoa art 

exalted 
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exalted far above all OUfly, that thou overrilleft Sect. 73 

^ ocj5 - the events of this world, and 

eafily difconcerteft all the f s -' L o 
defigns of fallible mortals: 
under thy direction, and ab- 
folutely fubjeCt to thy control, 
however they he dillinguifh- 
ed, are all creatures whether in 
earth or heaven. 


10. Ye that love 
the Lord, hate evil: 
he preferveth the 
fouls of his faints; 
he dclivereth them 
out of the hand of 
the wicked. 


11 . h Light is Town 

for the righteous, 

© 

and gladnefs for the 
upright in heart. 


You who profefs true re- i* 
ligion, deteft and ever avoid 
idolatry profanenefs and witk- 
ednefs: as to the effects of 
this conduct, the pious and 
upright are under the divine 
protection j and certain to be 
preferved from the power of 
ungodly tyrants, or amply re¬ 
warded for all they can fuffer- 
As plentiful crops requite u 
the hulbandmap’s induftry, 
fo do fatisfaCtion and happi- 
nefs fpring from truth and 
virtue: andthegreateftlafting 
felicity and glory fhall in the 
end crown men of a ftedfaft 
and inviolable integrity. 


1 2. Rejoice in the 
Lord, ye righteou?, 
and give thanks at 
the remembrance ol 
his holinefs. 


You who act thus as rea-iz 
fon dictates, therefore have a 
right, to footh your minds, 
in whatever condition, with 
the nobleft divine hopes and 
comforts: do you conftantly 
rejoice j and profefs to the 

honour 


b MuJge exprefles the fentiment, viflory and every 
kind of blefling, God has wrought into the very nature 0$ 
thing? for their benefit. 
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Sect. 73. honour Of God’s holinefs, 

truth and faithfulnefs, that 
he does not favour iniquity, 
nor ever forfakes thofe who 
copy confide in and obey him. 


Psalm 
xcvii. 12. 


PSA L M XCVIII. 

Invitation , in this form , to commemorate feme de¬ 
liverance, I he truths mercy and right eoufnefs of 
God confpicuous in it. His equal and impartial 
judgment of the voorldy a mofl joyful fubjeff. 
Suppofed by fome to be Moies’j fong abridged. 
Exod.xv. by the LXX, Syr. Lat. Qc, apfalm 
of David and the occafion y the defeat of feveral 
heathen powers y recorded 1 Chron. xviii. 


Psalm xcviii. r. 


Sect. 73. 



Psalm 
xcviii. 1. 



A Recent glorious oc- 
cafion offers, and, O ye 
people,raife your voices, in a 
new compofition to afcribe to 
Almighty God, all the honour 
of it: the happy event ex¬ 
ceeds our moft fanguine hopes 
and is truly aftonifhing: when 
human fuccours failed, the 
power of heaven plainly en¬ 
gaged, and the iacred invin¬ 
cible arm of the Omnipotent 
Being gained the victory. 

The moft high God hath 
difplayed in our falvation his 
own independent efficiency, 
and exclufive ability ; his 
jurtice likewife and perfedt 
equity appear in the ftrongeft 


Psalm xcviii r. 


O Sing unto the 
Lord a new 
fong, for he hath 
done marvellous 
things ; his right 
hand 1 and his holy 
arm hath gotten him 
the victory. 


2,The Lord hath 
made known his fal¬ 
vation : his rich- 
teoufnefs hath he 
openly Ihewed in 
the fight of the hea¬ 
then. 
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3. H« Hath re¬ 
membered his mercy 
and hie truth toward 
the houfe of Ifrael : 
all the ends of the 
earth have feen the 
falvatien of our God. 



point of view, to the full Sect, 73 
convidtion of the moft un¬ 
believing pagans. 

The fame is a memorable 
inftance of his faithful per¬ 
formance of promifed mercy 
in favour of the children of 
Ifrael: the remoteft parts of 
the earth have at length 
beheld what is fufficient to 


4. Make a joyful 
noifeunto the Lord, 
all the earth : make 
a loud noife, and 
rejoice and fing 
praife. 


procure their ready acknow¬ 
ledgment ot the divine ama¬ 
zing perfedtions. 

Let the whole world re-4 
found with joy and triumph 
in honour of the moft high 
God : let your voices break 
forth with a fudden vehe¬ 
mence, be exerted with the 
utmoft energy, and perform 
facred mufick in the moft re- 


5. Sing unto the 
Lord with the harp; 
with the harp, and 
the voice of a pfalm. 


6. With trumpets 
and found of cornet 
make a joiful noife 
before the Lord, 
the King. 


gular and perfedt manner. 

Relieve the vocal melody, 5 
by letting it take its turn with 
the inftrumental: in pfalmody 
play firft on the harp, then 
anfwer with the voice. 

With metal trumpets, and6 
the moft beautiful founding 
cornets, exprefs rapturous 
pleafure, in the prefence and 
to the glory of the Almighty 
Being and fupreme Gover- 


7 Let the fca rore 
and thefulnefs there¬ 
of ; the world, and 
they that dwell 
therein. 


nour. 

As concurring, let the 7 
fwellingfea’sboifterous waves 
with whatever it contains roar 

like 
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Sect. 73. like the loudeft thunder* let 



Psalm 


xcviii. 7. 



the habitable earth entire, 
echo with all its diverfity 
of productions. 

In teftimony of their joys, 
let the confluxes of large 
rivers, as it were, clap their 
hands in their fonorous meet¬ 
ing: let the united moun¬ 
tains in perfeCt harmony 
exult, at the acceffion of the 
peerlefs Jehovah to his 
throne of judgment: for, as 
is foretold, the awful event 
commences * he comes to 
pronounce definitive fenten- 
ces * conformable to meafures 
of precife truth and right will 
he determine of the moral 
inhabitants of this probatio¬ 
nary world: and as is en¬ 
tirely reafonable and fitting 
difpofe of all people and na¬ 
tions. 


8 and 9. Let the 
floods clap their 
hands: let the hills 
be joyfal together. 
Before the Lord; 
for he cometh to 
judge the earth : with 
righteoufnefs {hall 
he judge the world, 
and the people with 
equity. 


« 







The End of the Third Volume. 



